
HLPE 2019 – COMMENTS ON THE SCOPE 

EUROPEAN UNION 

Thanks for your message and also for your patient guidance in trying to find a compromise solution to 

this difficult issue. 

From an EU-perspective, I like to repeat that we would like to see the topic of 'agro-ecology' taking a 

prominent place in the request to the HLPE (as it was the topic that received most votes), but would also 

like to see the request reflect most of the questions that were raised by the HLPE itself in its recent Note 

on Critical and Emerging Issues, and would like the request to focus clearly on food security and 

nutrition. We understand that to find consensus agro-ecological approaches will have to be considered 

in relation to a spectrum of innovative technologies for sustainable agriculture. 

In this respect, we would like to suggest, for your consideration, the following questions as being the key 

ones to pose to the HLPE. For all clarity: the ones that the HLPE posed in its recent Note are indicated in 

black and questions that we like to add are indicated in blue. We have deleted some words, as we think 

some questions would go beyond the mandate of the CFS: 

 In the spectrum of innovative approaches to enhance the sustainability of agriculture, what are the 

common and the distinguishing features of 'agro-ecology'? To what extent can agro-ecological 

approaches be combined with other innovative approaches and techniques? What are the controversies 

and uncertainties in the science and practice of agroecology? 

 To what extent can agroecological innovations improve resource efficiency, strengthen resilience, 

secure social equity/responsibility and create decent jobs, in particular for youth, in agriculture and food 

systems, at different scales, in a range of agroclimatic zones and contexts? What effects on food security 

and nutrition are likely to result, particularly with respect to food availability, food price levels and food 

price fluctuations?  

 What kinds of markets and regulations are required to support remunerative agroecological farming, 

particularly small-scale farming, remunerate farmers and strengthen local, regional, and national 

economies? How do trade rules, intellectual property rights on seeds and livestock, as well as food and 

safety regulations impact on agroecological pathways to food and nutrition security? What effect is it 

likely to have on public expenditure? 

 How to better integrate different knowledge systems in participatory processes to tailor 

agroecological innovations to unique and highly diverse local situations? What challenges does this 

participatory research create for national and international research and extension systems? What are 

the enabling policies, organizational changes, institutional arrangements and new professional practices 

required to scale up and promote agroecological solutions for sustainable agriculture and food systems?  

In terms of the title of the HLPE Report, we would like to suggest something like: 

'The food security implications of agro-ecology and other innovative approaches for sustainable farming' 


