
*This message is sent on behalf of Mr Willem Olthof, Chair of the Open Ended Working Group 
(OEWG) on Sustainable Development Goals* 
 
Dear Open-Ended Working Group participants, 
 
Let me first take the opportunity to present you with my best wishes for 2017, hoping that it will 
be a particularly successful year for food security, nutrition and sustainable agriculture 
worldwide. 
 
I am pleased to invite you to the first OEWG meeting on Sustainable Development Goals of this 
new intersessional period, scheduled for Friday 27 January from 14:00 – 17:00 in the Green 
Room (FAO HQ). 

 
Following a very rich discussion in CFS 43 Plenary last October, we will dedicate our efforts this 
year to preparing CFS’ contribution to the HLPF reviews.  
The 2017 meeting of the HLPF will take place between 11-20 July, under the overall review 
theme “Eradicating Poverty and Promoting Prosperity in a Changing World”, and will include the 
in-depth review of goals 1, 2, 3, 5, 9, and 14, in additional to goal 17 being reviewed on an 
annual basis. I am re-attaching for your information the letter received by the CFS Chair from 
the President of ECOSOC inviting a contribution from CFS.  
Three OEWG meetings are foreseen to discuss and finalize the CFS contribution to the 2017 
HLPF, which will be sent to the Bureau and Advisory Group for endorsement on 3 May 2017. 
 
The aim of this first meeting of the intersessional year is to :  

1-      exchange thoughts on how to ensure collectively that food security, nutrition and 
sustainable agriculture get all the attention they deserve in New York this year, and on 
how CFS members and stakeholders can engage beyond the written contribution 

2-      agree on a work plan for the intersessional period leading to CFS 44, working on the 
assumption that this OEWG will have to develop two contributions this year, in order for 
the CFS 44 Plenary discussion to result in a final endorsement for the 2018 CFS 
contribution to the HLPF. 

3-      start discussing a revised zero-draft outline, taking into account the CFS 43 Plenary 
discussion, as well as zero-draft key messages introducing the contribution and possibly 
to be used as a stand-alone document. 
 

You will find attached an agenda proposal for this first meeting, as well as a draft OEWG SDG 
workplan for 2017. 
The remaining background documents for discussion (zero-draft key messages and a zero-draft 
outline contribution to HLPF 2017) will follow in the course of next week. 

 
I look forward to a constructive OEWG meeting with you all and to our collaboration this year. 

 
Best regards, 

 
Willem Olthof 

 
 


