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Nutrition 
The CFS Chair, the Chair of the OEWG on nutrition and Secretariat staff participated in the 
FAO/WHO-organized symposia on sustainable food systems for healthy diets held in all five FAO 
regions during the period September-December 2017: 

• 5-7 September 2017 in San Salvador, El Salvador  
• 10-11 November 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand 
• 16-17 November 2017 in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire  
• 4-5 December 2017  in Budapest, Hungary  
• 11-13 December 2017  in Muscat, Oman   

 
The symposia were in some instances jointly organized with other agencies, such as UNICEF and 
WFP. The outcomes of the symposia will be jointly discussed at the end of January 2018 while 
information notes on each will be produced for FAO’s Regional Conferences. 

CFS was allotted time in each symposium to present CFS and its model, and to present the 
workstream on nutrition.  The symposia offered the possibility to start building a dialogue and a 
network of practitioners at regional, national and sub-national levels on how to improve on current 
and future food systems to deliver healthy, safe and nutritionally balanced diets.  CFS may benefit 
from these networks in the development of the nutrition voluntary guidelines.   

The first OEWG on nutrition is now scheduled for 28 March 2018 – the CFS calendar has been 
updated accordingly.  It has been postponed to accommodate the anticipated time needed to 
translate the HLPE report.  In advance of the OEWG, the Nutrition Technical Task Team will continue 
to work on the substance of the TORs, reviewing existing relevant guidance and discussing the 
outline for a zero draft of the TORs. 

Monitoring 
The call for inputs from stakeholders on any experience related to the Voluntary Guidelines on the 
progressive realization of the right to adequate food in the context of national food security (VGRtF), 
which was issued through the FAO FSN Forum, closed on 30 November 2017. 37 submissions were 
received.  

The call for inputs from stakeholders through the organization of events at national, regional and 
global levels on the use and application of the VGRtF is still open and will close on 15 April 2018.  

The Secretariat will prepare a draft outline for the Global Thematic Event on the VGRtF during CFS 45 
and a draft document summarizing the inputs received from the calls for plenary. These documents 
will be prepared in collaboration with the Technical Task Team to be ready for discussion with the 
Open-Ended Working Group on 15 June and with the Bur/AG by end of June 2018. 
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CFS Evaluation 
An evaluation meeting will be held on 19 January 2018 to discuss and finalize the draft response to 
Recommendations 7, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 (i.e. the six recommendations that were not presented at CFS 
44). A revised draft response arising from this meeting will be tabled at the Bureau & Advisory Group 
meeting and Bureau meeting on 31 January 2018, for agreement by the Bureau.  

The implementation of the response to the evaluation will start with the 24 January 2018 meeting. 
Discussions during this meeting will focus on implementing the response to recommendations 1 and 
2.  

HLPE 

Report #12 on Nutrition and Food systems  
The final report is available in English on the HLPE website. Translation in all the languages should be 
available by 16 March.  

 
Report #13 on Multistakeholder Partnerships to finance and improve food security and 
nutrition in the framework of the 2030 Agenda 
The e-consultation on the V0 draft is open online (16 January – 19 February 2018): 
http://www.fao.org/fsnforum/cfs-hlpe/en  

CFS stakeholders are warmly invited to use the online questionnaire to share with Project Team 
documented case studies of existing multistakeholder partnerships that would contribute to enrich 
and illustrate the report.    

Report #14 on Agroecological approaches and other innovations for sustainable 
agriculture and food systems that enhance food security and nutrition 
The e-consultation on the scope of the report (18 October – 1st December 2017) attracted 169 
unique contributions, from 47 different countries, totaling 286 pages and approximately 123 000 
words. A synthesis of this consultation has been published on the HLPE website on January 15: 
http://www.fao.org/cfs/cfs-hlpe/news-archive/detail/en/c/1096094/  

The call for experts conducted at the same period attracted 255 candidatures, more than for any 
previous HLPE report. The HLPE StC is currently selecting the project team, trying to reach the best 
possible balance in terms of gender, expertise, experience, and regional origin. Project team 
composition will be published online on the HLPE website.  
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