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Statement: Agenda item 2: State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) 2019  

 
Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.  
 
The Philippines has the honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the Asia Regional Group.  
 
At the outset, we would like to appreciate FAO, IFAD, WFP, UNICEF and WHO in producing the SOFI 2019 
document, which exemplifies their joint commitment in achieving the Agenda 2030 SDGs, particularly in 
ending hunger, poverty, food insecurity and malnutrition.  
 
The Group, however, is deeply concerned with some of the revelations in the report,  among which are 
the following: 
 
• The number of people who suffer from hunger in the world has increased for several years in a row, 

reaching 820 million in 2018. Across the regions, the undernourished population is distributed unevenly, 
with the majority living in Asia. Southern Asia still has the highest prevalence of undernourishment, 
followed by Western Asia. 

 
• The distribution of food-insecure people in the world shows that, from a total of 2 billion suffering from 

food insecurity, 52 percent are in Asia. 
 
• In 2018, Africa and Asia bear the greatest share of all forms of malnutrition, accounting for more than 

nine out of ten of all stunted children, over nine out of ten of all wasted children, and nearly three-
quarters of all overweight children worldwide. 

 
Such a bleak picture evidently makes it immensely challenging to reach the SDG targets.  With around a 
decade to go towards 2030, how do we proceed? 
 
As emphasized in the report, greater and more targeted efforts should be exerted in addressing the three 
key drivers of these problematic trends, which are conflict, climate and economic slowdowns. In 2018, 
conflict remained the key driver of food crises, followed by climate and natural disasters and by economic 
shocks. 
 
The Asia Group supports the report’s focus and call for action on two fronts to safeguard food security and 
nutrition from economic downturns: (i) in the short term, protection of incomes to counteract economic 
adversity; and (ii) in the long term, wise investments to reduce economic vulnerabilities and build capacity 
to withstand and recover from economic turmoils. 
 
On the first front, a number of Asian countries are already implementing policy measures such as social 
protection programmes, including cash transfers and school feeding; public works programmes that help 
reduce unemployment; stabilization of food prices, and protecting incomes by ensuring full coverage of 
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essential health services.  
 
On the second front, we concur that priority should remain in reducing inequalities in income and in access 
to basic services and assets, as well as marginalization of groups, such as indigenous peoples and local 
communities, ethnic minorities and people with disabilities. This should also cover enhancing gender 
equality and empowerment of women and the youth.  
 
Furthermore, we need to provide adequate and targeted support to people in vulnerable situations such 
as small-scale and family farmers, fisherfolk and pastoralists, including through the provision of technical 
and financial assistance, access to and transfer of technology, capacity building, and intensification of 
research in food and agriculture. 
 
We recognize that it is critical for country decision makers to consider the impacts of trade policy on food 
security and nutrition, given that some of these policies rarely consider healthy diets as underlying 
rationale. 
 
In both fronts, we call on FAO and concerned institutions to boost their assistance to countries in pursuing 
policies and programs to sustain economic growth and help improve resilience in the face of conflicts, 
economic and climate-related shocks. 
 
For instance, the Asia region is being hardly hit by the African Swine Fever (ASF), affecting around 10 
countries, thus far.  In this regard, we highly appreciate and urge continuous support by FAO, such as the 
Regional Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) project on ASF in East and South East Asia, in 
conjunction with the actions by affected countries. 
 
We reiterate optimizing the use of relevant UN declared years and decades, particularly the Decade of 
Action on Nutrition 2016-25 and the Decade of Family Farming 2019-28 in advocating their respective 
objectives of improving food security and nutrition, and of promoting the role of smallholders and family 
farmers in achieving the SDGs. 
 
Finally, we stress that a multistakeholder approach, involving state and non-state actors, including the 
private sector and civil society, is essential in addressing the underlying causes of hunger, poverty, food 
insecurity and malnutrition. 
 
Thank you. 
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