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State of food security and nutrition in the world 2019, its policy implications and the Sustainable 
Development Goals 

Excellencies, Ministers, ladies and gentlemen, friends, 

Important progress has been made on the road to 2030 in a number of sectors. But when it comes to 

food security, we are failing.   

You have heard this before, but it needs to be repeated. Hunger is still on the rise, for the fourth 

consecutive year. Globally, every fifth child under the age of five is stunted. All across the globe, small-

scale farmers are finding the struggle to secure a livelihood harder by the day.  

Less than a month ago, at the UN General  Assembly, Secretary-General Guterres told us that in order to 

reach the SDGs, (and I quote) ‘We must step up our efforts. And we must do it now.’ There can be few 

areas where this is more critically needed than in the area of food security.  

Over the past year, Norway has drawn up a new action plan on sustainable food systems. It was 

launched just before the summer.  

The action plan takes a whole-of-government approach. No less than seven government ministers have 

been involved in its development. 

There are good reasons for this. How we produce food, the kind of food we produce, and whether or 

not we have enough food are all questions of vital importance for our survival and well-being. But they 

are also vital questions when it comes to promoting political stability, the resilience of local 

communities, and opportunities for individual people. 

The action plan takes an integrated approach to increasing food security through the development of 

sustainable food systems. We know that food systems affect, and are affected by, a wide range of 

different factors, including climate change, the environment, infrastructure, and institutions. Food 

systems also have important socio-economic impacts on local communities and society as a whole.  
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Norway is intensifying its efforts relating to food systems and our aim is to play an active and effective 

role in reducing food insecurity and malnutrition. We look forward to continuing to develop our already 

close collaboration with the Rome-based agencies.  

We would like to commend these agencies for the clear leadership they have shown on SDG2 and their 

strong commitment to achieving all the Sustainable Development Goals.  

Norway will remain a consistent partner in our joint efforts to reach SDG2 and the 2030 Agenda as a 

whole. 

Thank you. 
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