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Editorial

Dear Readers,

A warm welcome to Dimitra newsletter 23,
which outlines the project’s most recent activi-
ties and achievements, especially the devel-
opment and growing impact of the Dimitra
listeners’ clubs. These successes are producing
growing recognition for the Dimitra approach
and a strong increase in the number of part-
nerships. This issue also presents examples of
good practices reported by organizations in our
network.

The Dimitra listeners’ clubs project in Orien-
tale Province (Democratic Republic of Congo,
DRC) is taking off — already 43 clubs have been
formed. Their launch has been welcomed with
enthusiasm by rural populations in this very
isolated region. Now, the men and women club
members, together with the farmers’ organiza-
tions of the region, can start to dream of a better
future, make their voices heard and take action
for a more equitable and sustainable rural
development.

In Burundi and in DRC’s South Kivu province, a
dynamic partnership has been formed. FAO and
UN Women are working together to set up a net-
work of listeners’ clubs to contribute to the eco-
nomic empowerment of rural women, men and
youth. Similar initiatives are under way in Mau-
ritania and Senegal, where FAO is launching a
transborder Dimitra listeners’ clubs project.

The Dimitra listeners’ clubs approach has very
concrete impacts. In Gasseda (Niger), women
members of the listeners’ club have benefited
from a multifunctional platform, provided by
UNDP. The women say they were able to obtain
this equipment as a result of advocacy and lead-
ership skills acquired at their listeners’ clubs.
These new skills helped them to organize their
own advocacy, explain their needs and demon-
strate their motivation.

As part of our series of portraits of leaders,
we feature an interview with an outstanding
man: Ali Abdoulaye, coordinator the NGO VIE
Kande Ni Bayra, Dimitra’s partner in the Sahel.
Ali explains the strong influence that Dimitra—
and especially the listeners’ clubs — have had
on his professional and private life and on the

activities of his organization. He points to sig-
nificant behaviour changes in terms of women’s
empowerment in several villages and believes
in a better future for all.

Also in Niger, a new FAO programme called
CoOPequity is supporting the development of
equitable and effective agricultural producer
organizations (POs) for women and men.

FAO-Dimitra is part of the FAO-Belgium part-
nership programme “Knowledge Management
and Gender”. The “Capitalization of good prac-
tices in support of agricultural production and
food security” project — another component of
the programme — recently organized two mini-
fairs to exchange good practices, in Niger and
Burkina Faso. Another article in this newslet-
ter highlights the impact of a Knowledge Share
Fair organized in Niger in 2010. One of the
participants, Martin Tohou, Executive Director
of the NGO GRAAB in Benin, was inspired by
the micro-garden technique. He subsequently
launched similar initiatives in his own house-
hold and among beneficiaries of his NGO. With
great success.

In another example of knowledge transfer, five
women trainers from Benin travelled to Togo to
train local women in an activity that combines
income generation with recycling — crocheting
plastic waste. In Mali, Aidemet is an NGO work-
ing to financially empower women herbalists
and help them gain greater recognition for the
role they play in society.

Finally, in May 2013, the King Baudouin African
Development Prize will be awarded to Bogaletch
Gebre from Ethiopia, “for her inspiring leader-
ship and determination, building on a remark-
able personal journey to strengthen the position
of women in Ethiopia and develop a real com-
munity-based movement for social change”.

I hope you enjoy reading the newsletter!

Rob Vos

Director

Gender, Equity and Rural Employment Division
FAO, Economic and Social Development Department
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