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I. Overview of the concept 

 

In 2012, the Statistics Division of FAO launched a Statistical Yearbook with a new look and 

feel, replacing the previous FAO Statistical Yearbook series
1
, which started in 2004, and 

consolidating four previous FAO publications:  the FAO Bulletin of Statistics, and the FAO 

Production, Trade and Fertilizer Yearbooks. The purpose of the Statistical Yearbook was to 

provide users with a selection of indicators on food and agriculture, by country. The data were 

taken from FAOSTAT
2
, the Organization’s corporate statistical database, as well as from 

several other FAO divisions, and sources external to FAO but mainly within the UN system. 

 

The new Statistical Yearbook presents a visual synthesis of the major trends and factors 

shaping the global food and agricultural landscape, along with their interplay with broader 

environmental, social and economic dimensions. A narrative combined with visual 

representations help tell the story about each of the thematic topics. Related indicators are 

highlighted through a variety of visualizations, including maps and charts, to help compliment 

the information presented in the text.  Detailed country-level data and aggregate information 

for hundreds of indicators pulled from various sources, including FAOSTAT, are included at 

the end of each section. It therefore serves as a unique reference point on the state of world 

food and agriculture for policy-makers, donor agencies, researchers and analysts as well as the 

general public.  

 

The Statistical Yearbook includes a suite of products, both printed and digital. Thus far, two 

global Yearbooks have been launched, one in 2012 and the other in 2013.  This publication 
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 http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-publications/ess-yearbook/en/#.UbHn8Nhj7To 

2
 http://faostat3.fao.org/home/index.html 
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showcases countries and regions from all over the world and discusses highlights across the 

globe.   

 

Regional Yearbooks are produced as a complement to bring out key regional messages 

through presentation of special groupings and region-specific messages. The two regional 

Yearbooks produced in 2012 – Europe and Central Asia, and Africa – will be expanded in 

2014 to cover all FAO regions, launched in time for the regional conferences.  All of these 

products have online versions accessible with ISSUU or as a pdf document.   

 

A Pocketbook, a smaller version of the Yearbook presented by country rather than by topic, 

has also been designed. Over a two year cycle, FAO will alternate the release of Regional and 

Global, Pocketbooks and Yearbooks. Therefore Regional Yearbooks and the Global 

Pocketbook will be launched one year, with the Global Yearbook and Regional Pocketbooks 

launched in the other.  
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With the exception of the Regional Yearbook for Europe and Asia, the Global and Regional 

Yearbooks contain four thematic parts to provide a holistic overview of food security and 

agriculture.  The setting, the first chapter, measures the state of the agricultural resource base 

by assessing the supply of land, labor, capital and inputs.  It also examines the pressure of the 

world food system stemming from demographic and macroeconomic change.  The second 

chapter, entitled “Hunger Dimensions,” gauges the state of food insecurity and 

undernourishment through a presentation of a suite of food security indicators.  The third 

chapter, “Feeding the World,” evaluates the productive capacity of world agriculture, together 

with the role of trade in meeting changing food, feed and other demands.  And finally, 

“Sustainable dimensions” examines the sustainability of agriculture in the context of the 

pressure it exerts on the environment, including the interaction of agriculture with climate 

change, greenhouse gases, and biodiversity. 

 

The novelty of the Yearbook is both in its content, which fills a global gap of presenting up-

to-date information on agriculture and food security, and in the efficiency of its method of 

production, which sets a precedent for dissemination.   

 

In the past, the Yearbook was produced, primarily in Excel, through manual updates of graphs 

and tables, resulting in a labour-intensive process with no direct links to an underlying 

database.  The new architecture, on the other hand, has simplified and improved the process, 

generating the Yearbooks with two open source software: R
3
 and LaTeX

4
. R is a free software 

environment for statistical computing and graphics and is emerging as the standard in 

statistical programming. LaTeX, on the other hand, is an advanced typesetting system 

designed for the production of technical and scientific documentation. R serves as the engine 

                                                 
3
 http://www.r-project.org/ 

4
 http://www.latex-project.org/ 
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to download data automatically and import datasets; merge datasets with different coding 

systems, country classifications, and formats; construct new variables, including growth rates, 

shares and indexes, and aggregates automatically.  LaTeX then automatically generates the 

layout. The two programs work in concert to provide a seamless process in generating data 

publications and more efficient dissemination tools.  

 

This one-stop-shop for production guarantees consistency in methodology and form across 

publications and products. It also makes the entire process documented and hence, transparent 

and reproducible. Because both software are free, there are no royalties and very large 

communities of practice, which results in constant exchange of information on ways of 

improving production. 

 

II. Statistical Yearbook for Africa 

 

The previous editions of Africa statistical yearbook are produced manually with tables and 

data pooled out from FAOSTAT, the Organization’s corporate statistical database and other 

UN sisters organizations databases. The process needs huge effort for data coherence 

checking and require staff time to complement all the process.  

 

Africa like other regions decided to take profit of the new statistical yearbook including the 

design and the process.  

 

Regarding the content, Africa region decided keep the same structure like the Global 

yearbook with four thematic parts: the setting, the first chapter, the second chapter, entitled 

“Hunger Dimensions”, the third chapter, “Feeding the World” and the fourth chapter 

“Sustainable dimensions”.   

 

The Africa yearbook have been produced through a collaborative process and share of 

responsibilities :   

  

Regional office for Africa (RAF) : 

- Give the specifications of the yearbook : decide for each chapter and section on the 

indicators and the correspondent tables , maps and charts to be used. Provide the 

countries composing the regional economic entities in the Region for with aggregated 

indicator have to be produced and displayed ; 

- Prepare the analysis of data and a short text for each part and section that offer insights 

into the region; 

- entire yearbook text editing; 

- Quality control of the entire product; 

- Printing and distribution. 

ESS: 

- Overall management of the production schedule; 

- Production of the Yearbook once complete specifications and narrative are provided 

par region; 

- Graphically designed cover that is specific to the region, yet part of the overall look 

and feel of the suite; 

- Basic quality control, specifically on the typesetting; 

- Provide a PDF print-ready version; 

- Marketing via the ESS website and social media in HQ. 
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