International Merchandise Trade Statistics

Annex 1
The standard layout of the annual trade data file

The annual trade data file which includes all imported and exported commodities has to contain the following standard variables needed to harmonise the national data with the international databases:  

	Variable
	Description

	Year
	The reference year for which the annual trade data are reported (i.e.: 2002, 2003)

	Month
	Optional; it will be included only in case of the monthly data or the split year data (I.e. April - March;   01<=month<=12) 

	Flow
	1= imports 

2=exports

3=re-exports

	Item-code
(minim 6 digits)
	The commodity code at the most detailed classification level in concordance with the various version of the HS (Harmonised Commodity Description and Coding System- published by the World Custom Organization) or SITC (Standard Industrial Trade Classification- published by the United Nations). 

	Item-description
	Optional; because of the limitation of the file size, the item description should be sent as separated file, specially when the item code is grater then 6 characters

	Country-code
	The code of partner country. The partner country means the original country of imported items or the destination countries of exported items. In concordance with the specific country classification, the country code should be character or numeric.

	Country name
	Optional; the full description of the country code is useful specially in case of non-standard country classifications. Because of the size limitation of the trade data file, the country description should be sent as an attachment 

	Quantity
	The volume of imported/exported commodities expressed in the standard unit of measure. The weight recorded for goods is their net weight. 

	UM-quantity
	National code used for the net weight unit of measure (examples: Kg, MT, L). The full description of the net weight unit of measure codes should be attached

	Other quantity
	The volume of imported/exported commodities expressed in the other unit of measure (example: number, bottles, boxes etc)

	UM – other quantity

	The national code used to express the volume of imported/exported commodities in other unit of measure;  the full description of the other unit of measure code should be attached

	Value
	The value of imported/exported commodities should be in US Dollars or national currency. 

The value of exported goods has to be reported as FOB (Free-On-Board i.e. insurance/transport costs are not included). The import values have to be reported as CIF (Cost-Insurance-Freight i.e. insurance/transport costs are included). 





The data file format should be XLS, CSV, MDB, DBF or other Flat ASCII  and any particular country layout of the trade data file has to be described in a text file and sent to us as attachment . 
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