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Abstract N.109:   

 

This presentation presents the results from two survey experiments that examine the effect of 

differences in household definitions or questionnaire type and respondent on economic and 

agricultural statistics.   

In the first experiment, we examine the effect of changes in the definition of the household on 

household statistics.  Household definitions used in multitopic household surveys vary between 

surveys but have potentially significant implications for household composition, production, and 

poverty statistics. Standard definitions of the household usually include some intersection of 

keywords relating to residency requirements, common food consumption, and intermingling of 

income or production decisions. Despite best practices intending to standardize the definition of 

the household, it is unclear which types of definitions or which intersections of keywords in a 

definition result in different household compositions. This paper conducts a randomized survey 

experiment of four different household definitions in Mali to examine the implications for 

household-level statistics. This approach permits analysis of the trade-offs between alternative 

definition types. We find that additional keywords in definitions increases rather than decreases 

household size and significantly alters household composition. Definitions emphasizing common 

consumption or joint production increase estimates of the levels of household assets and 

consumption statistics, but not on per adult equivalency asset and consumption statistics, relative 

to open-ended definitions of the household. In contrast, definition type did not affect production 

statistics in levels, though we observe significant differences in per adult equivalency terms. Our 

findings suggest that variations in household definition have implications for measuring 

household welfare and production over time and across countries, as well as evaluation studies 

where the correct measure of spillover effects within and across households is necessary for 

measuring the benefits of an intervention. 

In the second experiment, we examine the effect of survey design choices on the main jobs, the 

hours worked, income and sectors of work reported by household members.  Labor market 

statistics are critical for assessing and understanding economic development. In practice, 

widespread variation exists in how labor statistics are measured in household surveys in low-

income countries. Little is known whether these differences have an effect on the labor statistics 

they produce. This paper analyzes these effects by implementing a survey experiment in 

Tanzania that varied two key dimensions: the level of detail of the questions and the type of 

respondent. Significant differences are observed across survey designs with respect to different 

labor statistics. Labor force participation rates, for example, vary by as much as 10 percentage 



points across the four survey assignments. Using a short labor module without screening 

questions on employment generates lower female labor force participation and lower rates of 

wage employment for both men and women. Response by proxy rather than self-report yields 

lower male labor force participation, lower female working hours, and lower employment in 

agriculture for men. The differences between proxy and self reporting seem to come from 

information imperfections within the household, especially with the distance in age between 

respondent and subject playing an important role, while gender and educational differences seem 

less important.  


