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ABSTRACT N.112: 

Most of the critical items that are considered today in the outline for both current and basic agricultural 

statistics are not new and indeed most of the indicators derived thereof remain relevant while others 

need to be refocused or newly developed. It should however be noted that there are new or emerging 

issues like climate change, economic accounts, management of natural disasters, geo-spatial and 

remote sensing as well as statistical data for monitoring and evaluation and others as indicated in the 

Global Strategy. 

There is therefore demand for new statistics and there is need to integrate data on agriculture, forestry 

and fisheries to understand their effects on a number phenomena e.g. climate change. Basic agricultural 

statistics are normally collected through periodical censuses of agriculture conducted every five or ten 

years, while current agricultural statistics are collected annually or even at more frequent intervals as in 

the case of prices and wages. 

 Capacity for collection and handling of agricultural statistics in most developing countries in terms of 

institutional arrangement, trained personnel and methodological development is rather limited. As a 

result the agricultural statistics system is also limited in providing statistical products and services to 

meet user data needs. The gap between data requirements and data availability and quality is widening 

in many developing countries and thus the need to invest in training the area of agricultural statistics 

and data management so as to bridge this gap and allow cross-cutting analysis. 

Therefore a full course of training for a prospective professional should cover all the new and old 

aspects, the corresponding definitions, methods of data collection and analysis and so on. This training 

mostly oriented towards statistical fundamentals and applications should be carried out at various levels 

that is, certificate, diploma, undergraduate, postgraduate and in-service training short courses. However 

currently there are not many institutions offering such a curricula. At the same time very few countries if 

any in the developing world have carried out a training need assessment to find out the basic skills 

required. 

The paper will therefore review the currently available training opportunities, the prospects of 

improving them and the challenges. The main objective of all this should be to see how Africa and 

developing countries elsewhere can become self-reliant in the provision of trained statistical personnel 

in the area of agricultural statistics at all levels so as to build a robust, self-sufficient and sustainable 

national capacity for production of agricultural data.  


