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Abstract N.84 
 

In Brazil, the agricultural household can be characterized by the household 
surveys and the Agricultural Census, both under the responsibility of the 
Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE). However, there are 
particularities in the information available in such surveys and a divergence 
regarding some concepts and characteristics, starting with the investigation unit. 
In general, there is a good response to the listing of agricultural households 
among the household surveys and agricultural censuses, although “borderline” 
variables between the farm and the household (such as income, for example) 
are not clearly represented when the aim is to recognize the mixed activity 
characterizing the agricultural household.  

The purpose of this paper is to evaluate the limits of the data in relation to 
gaining further information about the agricultural household and propose 
methodological alternatives to improve their characterization. With this aim in 
mind, three kinds of household estimates were prepared based on data 
collected in the Agricultural Census, the National Household Sample Survey 
(PNAD) and the Household Budget Survey (POF): total number of agricultural 
households; farming income, and off-farm income. This article works with a 
concept of agricultural household developed for OECD countries and other 
more desegregated proposals for the Brazilian case in order to explore the 
comparisons of incomes. Furthermore, it was possible to assess the results 
according to the Federation Units, which allowed to evaluate whether the 
sample of household surveys are representative to assess the household 
agriculture in more desegregated universes. 

This is an brand new initiative to assess the potential of each survey to 
capture more consistently the types of incomes. The results provide an 
important contribution to the development of surveys specially designed to 
investigate the agricultural household and its particularities, such as the 
difference between generated and earned income. Besides this, it provides an 
analysis about the household surveys applied in Brazil, and it could be used as 
a basis for these more specific surveys.   
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