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1.0 BACKGROUND: 
 

1.1  The National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) design process  seeks 
to ensure that Sectoral Statistical Systems (SSSs) including the Agricultural Statistical 
System (ASS), Sub-national Statistical Systems (S-nSSs) and the overall National Statistical 
System (NSS) are uniformly developed so as to empower the various systems with capacity 
to produce reliable, comprehensive, timely and integrated statistics.  Under the NSDS 
process, a National Statistics Office (NSO), therefore brings together key stakeholders and 
institutions involved in producing, supplying and using quality official statistics.  
Mainstreaming sectoral statistical systems into the NSS responds to data needs by policy 
makers.  Development policies require comprehensive data from a variety of sectors for 
them to be effective, and data collected by the sectors and NSO’s should be more widely 
available to meet the results-based development agenda. 
 
1.2 The results-agenda plus other development frameworks including the measurement of 
progress on the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) have 
substantially increased the demand for good development statistics.  This, in turn, has 
increased pressures to improve the quality, coverage and use of official statistics produced 
by the SSSs and the NSOs (the entire NSSs) through greater efficiency and better 
coordination.  The value of these data sets is, of course, greatly enhanced if indicators and 
other statistics can be compared among sources, over time and between locations.  This 
requires considerable coordination and harmonization in the way these data are collected, 
compiled and disseminated. It emphasizes the importance of mainstreaming of sector 
statistical systems into the NSDS while choosing the strategy for the development of 
statistics so that both the sector statistical systems and the NSOs have adequate ability and 
capacity for producing the required statistical information and indicators.  For instance, while 
developing survey and census capabilities for the NSO’s, attention must be given to the 
development of the Management Information Systems (MIS) for the sectors ensuring that 
relevant statistics and indicators are generated from all the sources. 

 
1.3 In most developing countries, the inter-relationships between sectors in the one hand 
and the sectors with the NSO’s on the other are inconsistent, and generally weak.  Therefore 
mainstreaming of sectoral statistical systems demands that stakeholders involved in 
producing, supplying and using sectoral statistics (i) play active roles in the functioning of the 
NSS; (ii) work with one another and with the NSO to develop shared goals and cross-cutting 
strategies; and (iii) streamline the institutional and coordination arrangements.  Also this 
helps to remove the inherent problem of most NSS not being coordinated-where NSO’s 
operate independent of sector units, while sectoral statistical systems operate in silos. 
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2.0 OVERVIEW OF THE NSDS: 
 

2.1 The NSDS process emphasizes that statistical development must adopt an approach 
that is strategic in the production of statistics and therefore medium- to long-term strategic 
development plans for statistics are prepared recognizing some basic principles with 
identified five phases in the process: 

 
 

2.2 In specific details, a NSDS is expected to provide a country with a framework for 
strengthening statistical capacity across the entire NSS.  It provides a vision for where the 
NSS should be in five to ten years, sets priorities and identifies milestones for getting there.  
It presents a comprehensive and unified framework for continual assessment of user needs 
and priorities for statistics and for building the capacity needed to meet these in a more 
coordinated, synergistic and efficient manner.  It also provides a framework for mobilizing, 
harnessing and leveraging resources (both national and international), and is a basis for 
effective and results-oriented strategic management of the NSS. 

 
2.3 The key principles that should guide the preparation of the NSDS include: 

(i) be nationally led and owned, with high level political support; 
(ii) be demand-driven and integrated into national development 

policy processes, taking account of countries’ regional and 
international commitments; 

(iii) be developed in an inclusive and consultative way; 
(iv) assess all statistical sectors and user needs and provide a 

vision and strategic plan for national statistics; 
(v) set out a comprehensive statistical development programme, 

which is prioritized and time-tabled to build capacity to deliver 
results, incorporating plans for implementation, monitoring, and 
evaluation, but flexible enough to cope with change; 

(vi) address institutional and organizational constraints and 
processes, including resources, for sustainable development of 
the statistical systems and outputs; 

(vii) build quality “fit for purpose”, drawing on best international 
practices and standards; 

(viii) build on what exists and is being developed and continue to 
satisfy immediate needs for statistics during the NSDS 
process; 

(ix) respond to user needs but be realistic about resources; and 
(x) serve as a coherent framework both for international support 

for statistical development and statistics programmes across 
the NSS 

 
The guidelines for the design process of the NSDS as already developed by 
Paris21 has identified five phases in that process and these are:   

  
(a) Launching the Process: 

The key outcomes of this critical phase is a decision and a plan, taken at 
the highest level of authority, to develop a NSDS.  It is often better to have 
this decision taken formally either by the Cabinet or the minister 
responsible for statistics.  This can be facilitated by effective advocacy, 
sensitization and dialogue with politicians, policy people and decision-
makers> Explanation must be given regarding the values and the 
importance of statistics for national development in national seminars and 
with their participation in international meetings on statistical development 
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issues.  Another route for facilitating understanding of the NSDS is 
through the participation of the managers of the NSS in national policy 
discussions such as in the preparation or monitoring of the PRSP and 
other development frameworks; 
 

(b) Assessment of the Current Status of the National Statistical System: 
A range of assessment will be required beginning: 
with   (i) Collecting and analyzing existing documentation;  
and   (ii) identifying user satisfaction ,current and future needs for 

statistics and filling existing data gaps; 
(iii) Assessing each key statistical output against agreed quality 

criteria using such framework such as the Data Quality 
Assessment Framework (DQAF); 

(iv) Assessing methodologies and standards; 
(v) Taking stock of existing capacity with respect to infrastructure 

and technical capacity and resources to meet the identified 
data needs and also fill data gaps; 

(vi) Reviewing the legal and institutional framework, linkages, and 
coordination arrangements; and 

(vii) Assessing organizational factors using tools such as SWOT 
analysis. 
 

(c) Agreeing on Mission and Developing the Vision and Identifying 
Strategic Options: 

 Agreeing on mission and vision statements; 
 Agreeing on expected outputs; and 
 Setting priorities and strategies, employing scenarios to deliver the 

vision and the results; 
 

(d) Preparing the implementation plan ensuring that strategies are 
properly and effectively implemented through a costed and time-bound 
action plans, including a financial plan incorporating proposals for external 
assistance. 
 
 

(e) Implementation, Monitoring and Evaluation: 
Implementation must be accompanied by rigorous monitoring and review of the strategies 
such that necessary modifications to the plan could be made when necessary.  Level of 
achievements must also be ascertained through evaluation. 
 
 

3.0 GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF MAINSTREAMING SECTORS INTO THE 
NATIONAL SYSTEM AND THE FRAMEWORK FOR IT 
 

3.1 As already emphasized, development policies require comprehensive data from a variety 
of the sectors to be effective.  This then means that all sectors and the National Statistical 
Office must operate effective and efficient systems that produce quality and integrated data 
in a timely manner with easy accessibility of produced data and indicators to all users.  The 
prerequisite for this to happen is to have sectors mainstreamed into the NSS under the 
overall development of statistics where coordination is effective. 

 
3.2 In 2007, the African Development Bank AfDB) in collaboration with Paris21 and Intersect 
prepared a guide to help countries mainstream sectors in the NSDS.  This general 
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framework describes the objectives and strategies that may be employed to mainstream 
sectoral systems into the NSS.  The objectives are to: 

 
(a) Make more efficient use of resources by creating coordination 

mechanism, agreeing common legal and institutional framework, 
developing NSS-wide financing strategies and human resources policies, 
and sharing physical, information technology and communication 
infrastructures; 
 

(b) Improve the productivity of data management by streamlining 
management processes, for example by creating a data warehouse; 
 

(c) Increase the availability of quality data by developing a common data 
dictionary and standards of data quality, and agreeing comprehensive 
data production and dissemination policies; 
 

(d) Raise the public profile for statistics by developing a coherent NSS-wide 
advocacy strategy. 
 

3.3. The Framework for Mainstreaming Sectoral Statistics: The objectives and strategies 
are intended to mainstream sectoral statistical systems within the NSS.  The sets of 
strategies have been organized by objectives in a framework that may be used when 
preparing an integrated NSDS.  There are four objectives with sets of corresponding 
strategies and the strategies are 12 in total.  Some of these strategies may already exist and 
others may not be achievable in the short term, but they provide an indication of what an 
NSS might look like if sectoral statistical systems were mainstreamed into it.  
 
3.4. The framework for mainstreaming sectoral statistics is described in the table below. 

 
The Framework for Mainstreaming Sectoral Statistics: 
 

Framework for Building a Coordinated National Statistical System 

Objectives Strategies to Mainstream Sectoral Statistical System into a 
National Statistical System 

Make more 
efficient use of 
resources 

1 Common institutional procedures for coordination, 
collaboration and cooperation across the NSS 

2 Legal and institutional framework that takes into account 
the requirements of all stakeholders in the NSS 

3 NSS-wide financing strategy 

4 Comprehensive human resources strategy with uniform 
training, recruitment and promotion procedures for all 
staff working in the NSS 

5 Rationalized use of physical infrastructure and ICT 
across the NSS 

Improve the 
productivity of data 
management 

6 Coherent management information system across the 
NSS 

7 Common data warehouse for the NSS 

Increase the 
availability of 
quality data 

8 Common metadata dictionary across the NSS 

9 Common standards for data quality across the NSS 

10 Harmonized data production schedule across the NSS 

11 Comprehensive dissemination policy for the NSS 

Raise the public 
profile for statistics 

12 Coherent advocacy strategies across the NSS 
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3.5 Possible Obstacles for Mainstreaming Sectoral Statistics into NSS: 
Obstacles can be encountered when attempting to mainstream SSSs into the NSS; such as: 

 

 Poor channels of communication: These may need to be established among the 
sectors and between the sectors and the NSO; 

 

 None or poor incentives for the sectors to work together and to work with the NSO;.  
There may even be disincentives such as a fear of loss of independence by the 
sectors and a fear of increased responsibilities on the part of the NSO; 

 

 Perceived concerns that mainstreaming sectors could weaken already scarce 
resources.  Generally there are more resources available for the NSO than for 
sectoral statistical units.  Sectors may be less interested in being mainstreamed as 
they may not see the possibility of funding for their strategies through the NSDS, nor 
may not they have the human resources to conduct and implement the strategies 
developed; and 

 

 Unwillingness on the part of the sectors and the NSO to coordinate the 
responsibilities with respect to which data source to use by each of them for their 
own part of agricultural data production and where they need to collaborate.   

 
However, the five phases of the NSDS design process described earlier provide an 
excellent opportunity to build long-term relationships to address these issues, and to 
create cross-cutting strategies that benefit all the sectors of the resulting NSS. 

 
4.0 MAINSTREAMING AGRICULTURAL STATISTICAL SYSTEM INTO THE NSS: 

 
4.1 In developing countries, especially in Africa, the current state of development of 
agricultural statistics is appalling. The statistics are integrated into the National Statistical 
System giving rise to poor agricultural statistical output. The lack of mainstreaming of 
agricultural statistics into the NSS is due to a number of constraints and obstacles, some of 
which include the following; 
 

(i) Low level of statistical capacity with respect to organizational 
inadequacy, inadequate staffing and skill, inadequate equipment 
and funding.  Providing for all these adequately will improve the 
agricultural statistical system that can give quality statistical 
outputs; 
 

(ii) Weak National Statistical Offices (NSOs) in the countries also with 
respect to adequacy of staff and staff skills, fund, equipment and 
institutional structures making them unable to fulfill their 
responsibilities for effective coordination and giving of technical 
support to the agricultural statistical system (ASS) and indeed to 
all other sectors as well; 
 

(iii) Lack of coordination even within the ASS and coordination with 
other relevant sectors to agricultural issues; 
 

(iv) Lack of awareness, understanding and complete failure to adopt 
international standards in the production of agricultural statistics 
that fit into other statistics being generated by the NSS; 
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(v) Lack of integration of the sources through which agricultural 
statistics are produced, namely, censuses, surveys and through 
administrative records.  Integration of these sources will always be 
possible when ASS is mainstreamed into the NSS.  For instance, 
few agricultural variables could be put on the population census 
questionnaire with the benefits of complete coverage; some 
surveys could probe into agricultural issues in relation to other 
issues e.g. a relational analysis between poverty and agriculture 
could be made as outcome from such surveys; frames constructed 
from population census exercise will always be useful for 
agricultural surveys and censuses etc; 
 

(vi) Absence of interaction between the ASS and the NSO is one 
reason why consistency of data cannot be achieved among data 
sources. For instance when agricultural statistical system is 
mainstreamed into the NSS, collaboration and cooperation could 
be forged among the sectors and the NSO i.e. responsibilities 
could be shared in producing overall agricultural statistics with the 
ASS paying greater attention to statistics derived from 
administrative records, the NSO deriving agricultural statistics 
through sample surveys while the ASS, the other relevant sectors 
plus the NSO collaborate to carry out the agricultural census.  In 
all these exercises, active interactions are encouraged among the 
collaborating systems ensuring that data from all the sources are 
brought together and consistency among them assured. 
 
 

(vii) Weak application of the statistical legislation of the NSO/NSS 
which assigns responsibility to the NSO to undertake coordination 
of the sector statistical systems makes mainstreaming of ASS into 
the NSS difficult with the resultant effect of sector statistical 
systems acting vertically and independently of the NSO; 
 

(viii) Overly presence of international agencies who have over bearing 
influence in the development of the agricultural statistical system 
making national statistical coordination of agricultural statistics 
near impossible.  Under this type of their interventions, the 
authority of the NSO to coordinate national statistics is usually 
undermined leading to poor statistical outputs; and finally; 
 

(ix) Absence of a strategy to develop agricultural statistics at the 
sector leaves a gap as to what has to be mainstreamed and how. 
 

4.2 Few countries that have succeeded in removing some of these constraints and obstacles 
have succeeded in producing useful and quality agricultural statistics while the majority of 
the others still face a situation of poor agricultural statistics in their countries.  In a properly 
mainstreamed ASS into the NSS, the agricultural statistical unit works closely with the NSO 
on a coordinated programme. 
 
 
5.0 PLAN OF AMELIORATION FOR THE CONSTRAINTS AND OBSTACLES: 
 
5.1 The effects of these constraints and obstacles could be ameliorated through the five 
phases of the NSDS design process and the mainstreaming of the agricultural statistical 
system into the NSS for an improved output of agricultural statistics by: 
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(i) developing a programme of integration of the data sources for the generation of 
agricultural statistics; 

 
(ii) a well-coordinated NSS under a strengthened NSO plus clear specifications of 
responsibilities between the agricultural statistical sector, the NSO and other relevant 
sectors; 

 
(iii) design of the NSDSs for the countries and of the SSDSs at the sectoral levels 
and in particular for the agricultural sector in this case.  To do these, guidance for 
staff of the national statistical offices and the sectoral statistical offices is available as 
to the involvement of the sectors (agriculture in this case) during every phase of the 
NSDS design in order to develop cross-cutting strategies (see the appendix for the 
elaboration of possible cross-cutting strategies as indicated in the framework for 
mainstreaming).  These include: 

 

 Launch of the NSDS design process that involves the sectors in its planning 
and preparation of the roadmap; 

 

 Use of the mainstreaming framework during the NSS design to assess 
sectoral statistical systems.  For the agricultural sector, the FAO approach 
should be adopted for the assessment, in which: (a) following elements 
should be assessed 

o Organization of the Food and Agricultural Statistics System with 
respect to legal framework, structure of the National Statistical System 
(and the place of the agriculture statistical sub-system), strategic 
framework (existence of national strategy and sectoral strategy and 
articulation), dialogue with data users to establish data needs, 
financial resources and human resources; 

o Outputs of the Food and Agricultural Statistical Systems with 
respect to adoption of international standards and classifications, main 
censuses and surveys, agricultural censuses and surveys, other main 
censuses and surveys, availability and coverage of agricultural 
statistics, availability of other related statistics and indicators and 
National Accounts Statistics – as all these help to articulate relevant 
and comprehensive programme for agricultural statistics; 

o Other Detailed Sets of Information Required during assessment 
include inventory of major institutions producing food and agriculture 
statistics with the resources available to them and their activities, 
detailed metadata on all agricultural surveys and censuses conducted 
in the country, including quality of primary data produced. 

 
5.2 The FAO approach comes out from the development of FAOSTAT – a data quality 
framework which provides data quality assurance, monitoring and resources and 
CountrySTAT framework which uses FAOSTAT as a reference for its development. 
CountrySTAT is a  statistical framework aimed at organizing, integrating and disseminating 
statistical data and metadata on food and agriculture coming from different sources.  
CountrySTAT gathers and harmonizes scattered institutional statistical information so that 
information tables become compatible with each other at the country level and with data at 
the national level.  This approach is consistent and in line with the design process of NSDS 
and the SSDS for the agricultural sector in which there is the : 

 
o Use of mainstreaming framework to prepare strategies for the sectors; 
o Use of framework to develop shared goals and cross-cutting strategies for integration 

into the NSDS; and 
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o Implementation of the integrated NSDS and monitoring and evaluating its 
implementation 

 
(iv) Building factors for collaboration and cooperation among agriculture sector, other 
relevant sectors and the NSOs; and 

 
(v) Helpful and supportive roles by the international agencies within the context of the 
NSDS and SSDSs and in particular strengthening the NSS and enhancing the 
capability of the NSOs to put in place an effective coordination system. 

 
 
6.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Conclusions: 
 
6.1 Mainstreaming the sector strategies into the NSDS is the way to go in developing for a 
country a viable and an enduring statistical information system that adequately covers all 
sectors and agricultural sector in particular.  Such a system will provide outputs that are 
integrated, comprehensive and complete to support policy decisions and development 
frameworks. 

 
6.2 The constraints and obstacles identified can be removed when all sectors cooperate with 
the NSO in developing an integrated and coordinated system and the NSO’s capacity is 
enhanced to provide effective coordination of the NSS and with commitment to offer 
assistance and technical back-stopping to all the sectors.  With the design and 
implementation of the NSDS and the SSDSs, the statistical systems at all levels – national 
and sectoral will be strong enough to carry out their mandates and be able to have positive 
inputs into the collaboration and cooperation arrangements. 

 
6.3 It should be noted that when interventions of the development partners are coordinated 
nationally and support given to the strengthening of the NSS, then a well integrated system 
for statistical production will emerge in the country within which sectoral statistical systems 
function effectively. 

 
Recommendations: 

 
In order to improve the current poor quality and quantity of agricultural statistics, a number of 
recommendations have been made which includes the following: 

 
(i) In the scale of priority, NSDS and SSDSs design processes should be 

re-invigorated and be embarked upon in the countries ensuring that 
the sector strategies that are mainstreamed into the NSDS are 
developed in phases. In this case the agricultural sector must be the 
first phase in view of the importance of agriculture to the country 
economies; 

  
(ii) The NSOs profile must be raised and enhanced through strengthening 

of the statistical legislation in order to take lead and provide effective 
coordination of the NSS.  
 

(iii) NSO and the sectors should be enhanced in technical capacity in 
order that the NSO can adequately give technical support to the 
sectors while the sectors as beneficiaries should be prepared to 
respond through a programme to strengthen the NSS 
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(iv) Data for the sectors come through the sources of administrative 
records, censuses and surveys; responsibilities should therefore be 
assigned to the organizations within the system in line with 
comparative advantage.  In this respect, NSO apart from its role in the 
overall coordination of the data sources and the activities, should lead 
in the censuses and surveys for agriculture while the ASS focuses on 
data from the administrative records sources; 
 

(v) For data coming from the administrative sources to have good quality, 
there should be a national programme for the re-development and 
strengthening of the Management Information Systems (MIS) in the 
countries; 
 

(vi) Governments need to give very high priority to the importance of 
statistics and ensure that they use statistics to inform policies and to 
support results-based agenda by releasing more and adequate 
resources for statistical development and helping to build skilled 
workforce through appropriate incentives.  Focus on improving the 
sectoral systems is relevant in this regard; 
 

(vii) Intervention of the development partners should be coordinated ,first 
among themselves to ensure coherent support through the NSDS and 
secondly from the onset by the involvement of the NSO’s in deciding 
which areas of the NSS to give support and what type of support in a 
sequenced  and orderly manner 
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APPENDIX 
 
 

ELABORATION OF THE POSSIBLE CORSS-CUTTING STRATEGIES IN 
MAINSTREAMING SECTORAL SYSTEMS INTO THE NSS 

 
 
Make more efficient use 
of resources 

1 Development of common institutional procedures for 
coordination, collaboration and cooperation: designed to 
ensure vibrant and durable partnerships and collaboration within 
and across sectors and among users to improve sector statistics. 
Coordination will embrace all sectors and their respective users 
and producers.  Sectors may seek NSO support to enable them to 
penetrate the management of their institutions and strengthen 
inter-institutional linkages.  Some of the tools that might be used 
include coordinating committees, NSS meetings and seminars, an 
NSS newsletter, a common NSS website and email discussion 
groups. 
 

 2 Creation of a legal and policy framework that takes into 
account the requirements of all stakeholders in the system: 
that sets out functions, rights and obligations of the sectors and the 
NSO within the NSS.  The previous assessment of each sector’s 
mandate  will have identified areas for improvement in, and ways in 
which the mandate may be aligned within an overall NSS legal 
framework.  The aim is consistency of existing laws and mandates 
and the development of data exchange policies between sectors 
and with the general public. 
 

 3 Development of an NSS-wide financing strategy: this strategy 
may be developed once the other strategies have been drawn up 
and the plan is complete.  Some activities will be financed solely 
from sectoral sources but others, for example the establishment of 
a system-wide data warehouse or the development of training 
courses for common cadres of staff across the system, may be 
funded centrally.  
 

 4 Development of a comprehensive human resource strategy 
that ensures uniform training, recruitment and promotion 
procedures for all staff working in the NSS: the assessment  
will have provided insights into gaps in human resource capacity 
and skills in each sector and for the system as a whole, as well as 
priorities for career development to sustain statistical production.  
An NSS-wide human resource strategy may be developed to 
provide specialized training, common recruitment and career 
structures for all personnel working across the NSS. 
 

 5 Rationalized use of physical infrastructure and ICT across the 
NSS.  It may be possible to share space and buildings especially at 
the district level where there may be more shortages.  Specialized 
facilities such as computer laboratories and libraries may be more 
widely accessible across the system.  An NSS-wide intranet may 
be set up to facilitate better communication. 
 

Improve productivity of 
data management 

6 Development of a coherent management information system 
across sectors: to facilitate streamlining of data flow, data sharing 
and user access across the sectors.  This can be undertaken by 
ensuring that information and communication technologies are 
compatible and by promoting standard software and hardware, 
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sharing specialized programmes and equipment and by developing 
an NSS intranet, wherever possible. 
 

Increase the availability 
of quality data 

7 Establish of a common data warehouse: each sector may 
create a data warehouse to store all the data collected by the 
sector.  Ultimately, it should be possible to create a common data 
warehouse across the NSS by linking the sectoral data warehouse, 
or simply by building one data warehouse for the NSS 
 

Guidelines for 
developing a data 
dictionary 
 
 
FAOSTAT metadata 

8 Development of common metadata dictionary: with a common 
set of clearly defined data and indicators, together with information 
about the way in which the data were collected and where they are 
located.  This will ensure that all sectors use standardized 
definition for the same indicators, making it possible to relate and 
analyze data and indicators across several sources and sectors.  A 
compendium of definitions and statistical concepts can also be 
generated and implemented across all sectors. 
 

South Africa, for example, 
has developed a policy to 
ensure that producers of 
statistics adhere to agreed 
standards, procedures and 
guidelines on producing 
quality data 

9 Agreement about common standards for data quality: 
generally data quality refers to the relevance, accuracy, timeliness, 
accessibility, comparability and coherence.  Some of the sectors 
will have assessed data quality using the DQAF which will identify 
areas for improvement.  A useful strategy would be for the NSS to 
adopt a common agreement about the standards of data quality to 
be achieved throughout its sectors. 
 

For an example of a data 
warehouse, see the Live 
Database developed by 
the World Bank 

10 Creation of a harmonized data production schedule: with 
corresponding data release calendars for censuses and surveys 
for each sector integrated into an NSS statistical programme.  The 
calendars may be organized so that there is as little overlap as 
possible between major data production activities in order to be 
able to target resources to support different sectoral and NSO 
activities or priority areas in the NSS. 
 

 11 Development of comprehensive dissemination policy: the 
production of statistical reports may be synchronized so that 
annual reports for different sectors appear at the same time, for 
example to inform PRS or MDG monitoring.  It can also be useful 
for a single ministry to report information from another sector in its 
annual report; for example, a national health statistical report may 
contain statistical information from the ministries of health, 
education, agriculture, the NSO etc.  For this to happen there need 
to be standard formats, timelines, methods of analysis, and 
publication dates.  Reports can be made available to key users and 
partners on an NSS website. 
 

Raise the public profile 
for statistics 

12 Build a coherent advocacy strategy across the NSS: given the 
limited statistical awareness and lack of appreciation of statistics 
by policy makers and decision makers at different levels and 
across society, a common approach to statistical advocacy in the 
NSS implementation is important.  Effort is needed to promote 
uniformity in the use of data to support an argument, the 
awareness of the variety of interpretations of figures, and a 
conscientious understanding of widely used concepts such as 
means and percentages.  The media needs to be empowered as 
well to report and use key statistics to support their reports and this 
should be encouraged across the NSS. 

 
 


