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Background Note 
Background

The Independent External Evaluation of the FAO stated that “the time has come for a total re-examination of the statistical needs for the 21st century and how they can be met.” This was followed by an independent evaluation of FAO’s role and work in statistics which concluded that there was an urgent need to improve the capacity to produce agricultural statistics at the country level.
The two evaluations found that most countries were not meeting the minimum requirements for agricultural statistics. These evaluations also pointed to a growing need for information to guide policy concerning the environment, global warming, food security and biodiversity.  These are issues that go beyond national boundaries, and agriculture has a central role to play. The increasing demand for alternative uses of agricultural products is also raising policy issues that require information that is simply not available.

The FAO has been called upon to lead the international effort for the development of a strategy to improve agricultural and rural statistics, in cooperation with national and international development partners. Under the auspices of the United Nations Statistical Commission a working group of national and international representatives has been formed to prepare this strategy, with the FAO Statistics Division and the UN Statistics Division serving as secretariat for the initiative.
Main Elements of the Strategy

The strategy identifies a core set of indicators which each country will pledge to provide at the national level on an annual basis.  This core set is required to provide national and international policy makers necessary information about issues of interest to countries and also issues that go beyond national boundaries; it will reflect agreement reached among national and international statistical organizations, donors, and other stakeholders under a United Nations mandate.
These core data requirements including statistics about basic production, land cover and water use, the effect of agriculture on the environment and global warming, and the monitoring of efforts to reduce poverty.  These data requirements are not independent of each other and point to the need to integrate agriculture into the national statistical system.  

This integration will be achieved by implementing an agreed upon set of methodology based on three pillars:

· Each country will develop a master sampling frame that will provide the basis for all data collections concerning agriculture.  The master frame will contain elements from population and agricultural censuses. The elements will be geo referenced and linked to satellite imagery classified by land cover and use.

· An integrated survey framework will be established to provide indicators measured consistently across countries and over time.  It will provide a linkage between the production and economic activities of the agriculture holdings, households, and their use of land and water.

· The concept of a master sampling frame will facilitate the establishment of a data warehouse that will include all official statistics regarding agriculture.  This can be extended over the long term to a master data base of micro data.

Agricultural statistics in many countries are provided by the Ministry of Agriculture with little coordination with the National Statistical Office.  The integration of agriculture into a national statistical system will require coordination and good governance between the ministries and national statistical offices to develop the master frame, implement the integrated survey framework, and share a common data base containing results. Good governance will also be needed across international organizations that are supporting statistical capacity building, and providing technical support.  

Summary

The agreement reached on a core set of indicators, the integration of agriculture into the national statistical system with common methodology will improve the quality of the statistics provided.  More important the integration provides a stronger focus on the importance of agriculture at the national level for advocacy, funding efforts, and the re-building of statistical capacity.  A key element will be the acceptance by the countries to provide the governance and resources to implement the strategy and the donor community to provide the necessary financial support.
