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Section -1 Census of Agriculture 2002 and Experiences
Department of Census and Statistics (DCS) is vested with the responsibility of conducting all socio–economic censuses. It has been the practice in Sri Lanka since 1871 to conduct the national population census every ten years. Census taking is now extended to other fields such as agriculture and industry, so that comparable information is made available in a regular sequence.

(a). Background:

The Census of population and Housing was conducted 17th July 2001 and which was the 13th census taken in Sri Lanka since 1871. The Mapping, listing, labeling (numbering), were carried out prior to preliminary and final census. 

While conducting of the Population Census, a basis for the Census of Agriculture was formed i.e. by the establishment of enumeration areas (Census Blocks) and lists of dwelling units that enable enumerators to find out agricultural households with out duplication or omissions.   

In planning the census of agriculture in 2002, the program of work undertaken in 1982 was carefully studied and the areas on which work will have to be concentrated were identified. When planning and designing the Census – 2002, special attention was focused on the followings aspects.

    (i).     Enhancing the quality of data.

    (ii).    Disseminate the data at lowest administrative division level.

    (iii).   Reducing time-lag between census taking and dissemination of  

              results.

  The Census in 2002 was conducted after lapse of 20 years.

(b). Census Questionnaires - 2002 

The items that were to be included in the questionnaires had been thoroughly discussed with users in a user producer seminar held in Colombo in latter part of 2001. Then the pilot census was carried out in November/December 2001. The questionnaire was mostly the same as that was used in the 1982 Census of Agriculture with few modifications. (Specimen of detailed questionnaire for small holding sector –AC2 is annexed).

(c). Basic Data:

Following are the main subjects of information collected through the Census of Agriculture – 2002.

     ( Agricultural holding

     ( Agricultural Operators

     ( Extent under different crops and land utilization

     ( Livestock

     ( Agricultural machinery and equipment
(e). Methodology of Data Collection:    

Agriculture in Sri Lanka is carried out in two distinct sectors such as (i). Estate or the plantation sector and (ii). The peasant or the small holding sector. Two methods of data collection were designed which corresponds to these sectors for the easy way of operation in the Census.

1. Estate Sector: An agricultural holding of 20 acres or more in extent and under the same unit of management was considered as an estate. In the instances where different parcels of the holding may add up to 20 acres or more if so it was not considered as an estate. Estate should have at least one parcel of which the extent should 20 or more in acres. Similarly the holdings such as purely paddy lands or chena lands of 20 acres or more were not considered as estates.

· In respect of the estate sector, the information was collected through mail questionnaires by sending the specific questionnaire to each and every operator/Superintendent according to the inventory of estates prepared prior to Census proper.

2. Small Holding Sector:  All other holdings, which are not falling into the category of estates, were defined as smallholdings. Basically, they are the holdings below 20 acres in extent.

· The trained Enumerators have visited every census unit in order of the list frame (F1) that was prepared at the Census of Population 2001 namely; housing unit, Institution, collective living quarters, and non-housing unit in the country and screened out the agricultural operators through a schedule known as AC.1. They have been instructed to have personal interviews with operators and to collect the information. 

In this operation the small holdings were further subdivided in to two categories as follows.

· Holdings reporting extent less than or equal to 40 perches (0.11 hectares) of land having agricultural produce mainly for home consumption. The information pertaining to this group were restricted in to the listing Sheet known as “AC.1” and they could be considered as “Marginal holdings”  “Inactive holdings” on the agricultural development point of view.  

· Holdings reporting extent more than 40 perches of land or producing agricultural output mainly for sale irrespective of extent of land. The detailed type of information i.e. explained in the section (d). was collected from these holdings through the schedule known as “AC. 2”.

The number of holdings pertaining to above groups by District and Divisional Secretariat in the Island will be released shortly. District Statistical staff from the summary sheets of Enumerators has facilitated this information just after the Census enumeration.    

(d). Data processing and dissemination program.

(1). Following publications were released based on summaries of Enumerators during the year 2003.

(a).  Preliminary Releas No. 1

       (Number of Agricultural Holdings by District and DS Divisions)
(b)  Preliminary release No. 2

       (Agricultural holdings, Extent under Major Crops and Livestock Numbers)
(c)  Preliminary release  No. 3 
       (Crops and Livestock in Land Holdings below 40 perches (.10 hectares) 
(2) Based on hundred percent tabulation after scanning of Main Questionnaire (AC. 2) – small Holding Sector

(a). Progress of Coconut Cultivation 1962 – 2002
(b). Coconut extent (by smaller administrative divisions) Provincial Reports  

(3). Based on Large Holdings (Estate sector)

(a). Estate Sector Report  

It is expected to prepare district reports and the final report during 2006 by giving all details collected at the census based on final tabulations which is being in-progress. 

                        Section 2 – Experiences and Issues
· The main problem was lying with the processing of main schedules. This form was designed with a view to use in the means of optical reader (scanner). DCS was in a possession of a Fujitsu 4097D scanner with single user Form processing software. The scanner’s duty cycle is rated 5000 pages per day. If we were to depend on this Scanner it would have been time consuming task to scan the questionnaires amount to 1.8 million. As such we got the data capturing through out sourced scanning system through which we were able to scan 15,000 questionnaires per day and it took only six months to complete the entire job and we found that the process made high standards in terms of quality and time.      

· Volume of work related to data collection has been drastically reduced through the approach adopted in the Census. There were about 3.5 million land holdings of which nearly a half of them were marginal land holdings below 40 perches or .08 hectares. In the stage of identification such holdings were restricted to the listing sheet and collected very little information. The detail information was collected from holdings which are basically produced for the market and from large holdings. 
· Basic issue is to provide data at lower divisional level and to merge with the data collected through other Censuses like Population and housing as inputs for FIVIMS and determination of poverty lines.  This could be easily addressed as the geo coding system adapted in the Census of Agriculture to record the information is consistent with other Censuses as well. 

          Section 3 - Role of Census of Agriculture in Monitoring MDGs, Poverty and Hunger

· In the light of the experiences of last census of agriculture it is observed that any direct interpretation towards the aspects of poverty and Hunger cannot be made due to the limited scope of items. However, status of farming community could be ascertained as data pertaining to extent of holding and crops and also livestock numbers have been collected. Indirectly possible income could be generated using the other variables collected through current surveys like productions. As such base line data could be set up for monitoring of poverty and hunger aspects.     
· Indicators related to empowerment of gender also could be generated by disaggregating of information related to agricultural holdings by male and female operated basis. So this is one of the goals of MDG.  
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