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Background 

An important part of the data needed for planning the development programs in the agriculture sector have been collected through decennial Census of Agriculture by the Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS) of Nepal . To date, five Censuses of Agriculture have been accomplished in Nepal. (in 1961/62, 1971/72, 1981/82, 1991/92 and 2001/02). All of these censuses were conducted on sampling bases.

Census of Agriculture is a major source of data on agricultural structures. It includes information on number of farms and their distribution, land tenure and land use, data on all crops and livestock species, crop patterns, use of pesticides and fertilizers, irrigation practices, employment in agriculture, agricultural credit, ancillary activities including existence of forest trees and fisheries on the holding. Another basic use of the census is to provide a frame for surveys like annual agricultural surveys.

The timing of the agriculture census enumeration are made to coincide with end of the agriculture year. For the most district of the kingdom, the enumerations started in the month of January. In view of the climatic conditions (as well as the agriculture year) the enumeration in the mountainous district were delayed by about two months. (in the censuses of 1972 & 1982). The field work of the fourth and fifth Censuses were conducted in two phase from January to March, 1992 & 2002 in the first group of districts and from April to June, 1992 & 2002 in the remaining districts. 

As to the subject matter content, all the censuses have followed the general recommendations prescribed in the WCA programmes prepared by the FAO/UN. All the agricultural censuses of the past were conducted on a sample basis and were called the “National Sample Census of Agriculture, Nepal”.

The enumeration plan consisted of listing all the operational holdings in the sample PSU’s and subsequently filling in of the census schedules for the selected holdings.

Direct interview method was used to collect the information. In the first census, objective measurement (of crop-land area and of the product of major crops) was also conducted as a part of the census.

National Sample Census of Agriculture 2001/02

The National Sample Census of Agriculture, 2001/02 was the fifth decennial census of agriculture in Nepal. The census was conducted on a sample basis using strict sampling procedures. The census methodology was the same as 1991 Census of Agriculture of Nepal. The census covered all districts of the kingdom. Around 5100 “Enumeration Area” EA (a ward or a group of wards) were first selected from 74 districts (excluding Manag where complete enumeration was carried out). List of all agricultural holdings were then prepared in each selected EA and a sample of holdings selected for inclusion in the census. Between 20 and 30 holdings were sampled in each selected EA. In total, about 123,000 agricultural holdings (3.7 percent of all holdings) were enumerated in the census.

The census enumeration work was conducted in two phases. In the first phase (January to March 2002), enumeration was carried out in 46 districts in Tarai and Hill areas. The remaining 29 Hill and Mountain districts were enumerated during the period April to June 2002. In each district, the census enumeration was conducted under the control of a District Census Officer.

Data Item covered in the National Sample Census of Agriculture of Nepal, 2001/02

The data item collected in agricultural censuses of Nepal covered the necessary information recommended by the FAO for agriculture census purpose. The data items covered in the National Sample Census of Agriculture – 2001/02 were as follow:
· Identification of holding and holder 

· Legal status of the holding

· General characteristics of farm holding, age and sex of holder

· Characteristics of farm households: age and sex of household member

· Purpose of Production
· Type and color of soil

· Agricultural Worker
· Land Tenure
· Land Use

· Area of different crop cultivation

· Livestock and Poultry

· Agriculture equipments and facilities

· Agriculture Input

· Non residential buildings

· Ancillary activities

· Agriculture credit

· Sufficiency of food
Need of Agricultural data for monitoring agrarian reform
Agricultural census provides a comprehensive picture of the agricultural sector. Many information are available only through agricultural census and as such is considered to be indispensable not only for national planning but for local planning as well. Data are used for "planning investments in agriculture, monitoring rural development, formulation of new policies and various other development programs".

The main user in Nepal are expected to be the National Planning Commission, Ministry of Agriculture and many other particularly those involved in agriculture sector. A 20 year Agricultural Perspective Plan (APP) of HMG/Nepal has recommended a technical assistance to support the CBS producing the information necessary in planning and monitoring agriculture projects. 

Land tenure is the one of the most important statistics for monitoring agrarian reform. There should be in-depth analysis about the land tenure status. In the last census of agriculture the table of number and area of holding by land tenure type in Nepal has been given in the census report. 
Land tenure refers to arrangements or rights under which the holder operates the land of a holding.  A holding may be operated under one or more tenure forms.  For purposes of the Census of Agriculture, there were three forms of land tenure, namely:  (1) land owned by the holding; (2) land rented from others; and land under other tenure forms.

The majority of holdings in Nepal are operated by owners. In 2001/02 Census of Agriculture of Nepal 87% of land holdings were fully owned. A total of 397, 900 holdings (12 %) comprised land which was partly owned and partly rented. 

The practice of renting land is more commonly used by land owner to add to existing land, rather than by the landless. Share cropping is the most common method of renting land in Nepal.

A Future Plan of coming Census of Agriculture 2010

An Agriculture Census is a large–scale data collection exercise undertaken at infrequent intervals. Because of this it is best suited to collecting data on characteristics that change only slowly over time. Normally the agricultural holding is the unit of enumeration and nature of the exercise limits the information that can be collected to base line information on the number and distribution of holdings by type.
With the guidance of World Programme for Census of Agriculture 2010, Central Bureau of Statistics will conduct the forthcoming National Sample Census of Agriculture 2010. It may be also in the sample basis. According to given outline of WCA 2010, CBS will consider for coming Census of Agriculture. Till now CBS has not prepared any plan and program for coming census. Probably we are going to prepared plan and program of Census of Agriculture 2010 next year. This year we are working to prepared “Monograph of Agriculture, Nepal” based on last census of agriculture 2001/02 results. It will give the in depth analyses in different topics and we hope it will be fruitful for monitoring agrarian reforms. CBS will give emphasis to meet the user need for the next census of agriculture. CBS will planed to increase data quality and coverage, provide detailed tabulation and "in depth" analyses, enable CBS to undertake census processing, develop data dissemination strategy covering a wide range of users, and provide sample frame for annual agricultural surveys for the forthcoming census of agriculture.
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