LIVESTOCK CENSUS OF MONGOLIA

The livestock census is a primary sourse of data for livestock sector, also is a basic data for economic accounts of agriculture.The main livelihood sourse and the wealth is livestock in Mongolia. Thus, agriculture statictics has been more developed than those of other economic activities. In 1918 the livestock census was conducted firstly.  There was no summarized information for livestock census before 1918 at the country level, althougth the census was conducted from time to time. The livestock census was conducted  in different periods, with no overall plan and arrangement. 

Since 1924 when Statistical Office was set up livestock census conducted using general methodology, indicators and plan. 

The census was conducted mostly in summer and autumn months of August and September. Since 1961 it has been conducted in December /from 7 December to 17 December/. The advantage of this period is that it conforms to livestock production year, when data of indicators for livestock income and expenditure are avaiable. The result of the livestock census shows not only the growth or decline of livestock and domestic animals, but also gives opporturnity to study indicators of reproduction flow. The Government of Mongolia issued the period of the livestock census. 

The livestock census covers all household and units with herds in the country. During livestock census each households and units are interviewed using questionnaires.

        Following main  indicators are collected by livestock census. 

· Number of livestock, by type, sex and age 

· Income and expenditure of livestock 

· Number of breeding stock

· Income and expenditure of young animals

· Number of household with livestock

· Number of herdsmen household, by household member

· Number of herdsmen, by age and sex

· Number of domestic animals

· Production of domestic animals

· Some social indicators of herdsmen households

· Produced and prepared fodder by household

· Number of wells and fences

Rationale for conducting livestock census are firstly Constitution of Mongolia where it states that “Livestock is a national treasure and it remains under the protection of Mongolia”, as well in the Law on Statistics it says “National Statistical Office is responsible for conducting sample, complete and in-dept surveys on livestock, domestic animals, wells, fodder, enterprises engaged in livestock activities”. Moreover, Law on administrative liability of Mongolia and Government resolution are the legal resources for the census. The National Statistical Office issues Livestock guidance every year for users. 

The main livelihood source and wealth in Mongolia is livestock. From 20 to 30 percents of GDP is obtained from agricultural sector. Livestock census therefore, is the main source of information of livestock husbandry.

Livestock census adheres to the principle of starting and ending census throughout country at the same period of time, animals should be counted one by one, as well those animals covered by census should exist in place and registered in relevant administrative units. 


Although the livestock census is very significant for Mongolia, conducting it based on the above-mentioned principles is very costly for the National Statistical Office. In addition census results represent only livestock sector’s number of animals and some important indicators such as assets, crop indicators, farm labour, land, food security, agricultural production are not included.


To resolve these disadvantages and balance out the cost and benefits of livestock census in the future the National Statistical Office plans, first of all, to expand livestock census into agricultural census, and conduct it in every 3 years. In the agricultural survey, possibilities to apply sample survey approach and techniques will be studied and applied.  Moreover, NSO plans to further introduce international practice in work and train human resources accordingly. 
