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REPORT OF MEETING

The aim of the meeting was to present the World Programme for the Census of Agriculture 2010 (WCA 2010) to countries of the Asian region. The programme, which covers censuses of agriculture for the period 2006–2015, has recently been finalized by FAO. The programme is given in FAO Statistical Development Series No 11: A System of Integrated Agricultural Censuses and Surveys; Volume 1 - World Programme for the Census of Agriculture 2010, issued in November 2005. The meeting was intended to help participants gain a better understanding of the new strategy advocated in the programme, especially the modular approach to data collection advocated by FAO, and to review the plans of the countries for implementing the 2010 round of agricultural censuses and surveys.
The meeting was opened by Mr H. Konuma, Deputy Regional Representative, RAP, FAO on behalf of Mr He Changchui, ADG and Regional Representative, RAP, FAO. Mr Konuma welcomed the participants. He highlighted the increasing demands for data and the changes in the 2010 census methodology to meet those needs, especially data for measuring hunger and for monitoring the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). These issues were reinforced by Mr Som, Chief, Surveys and Statistical Development Service, FAO, Rome in his opening remarks. 

The meeting was organized into 14 technical sessions, each session focusing on a specific technical aspect of WCA 2010. Each session comprised several presentations and a discussion of issues raised. 
The main discussion points in each session are summarized below. Some general conclusions of the meeting are also presented.
Technical session 1: Overview of the World Programme for the Census of Agriculture 2010 

The main features of WCA 2010 were outlined. Particular attention was given to integrating the agricultural census with the agricultural statistics system, links between the population and agricultural censuses, the modular approach being advocated by FAO, the proposed data items, the inclusion of community-level data, and the use of the agricultural census for monitoring the MDGs and for capturing the gender dimension. 
The benefits of synchronizing the population and agricultural censuses were widely acknowledged by countries. However, the difficulties faced were highlighted by several countries, especially timing discrepancies and problems with coordination between different government agencies involved in the two collections. The inclusion of the community-level data was viewed positively. The importance of food security and MDG data was also highlighted, but data collection problems were acknowledged.  
Technical session 2: Integration of the Agricultural Census in the National Programme for Surveys and Modular Approach to Surveys
The presentation highlighted aspects of statistical integration in WCA 2010, especially the use of the modular approach and coordinating the population and agricultural censuses. Indonesia reported on the integration of its agricultural census in the national survey programme. Countries agreed on the importance of integration but highlighted the problems faced in coordination between different government agencies. It was noted that some countries already use some form of modular approach in their agricultural censuses. 
Technical session 3: Frames for Agricultural Censuses and Surveys
The presentation outlined the main issues with the development of frames from the agricultural census. The application of agricultural census frames in the Philippines and Laos was also outlined. Countries noted the importance of the agricultural census for frame creation. Keeping frames up-to-date was a general problem reported by countries and alternative updating methods were discussed. The use of the population census as a frame for the agricultural census was also highlighted.
Technical session 4: Statistics on Land and Water Resources 

The changes made to FAO’s agricultural census programme in this area were discussed with particular attention on land tenure and irrigation. Examples of the use of land-related data for monitoring agrarian reforms in Nepal and Bangladesh were presented. The main issues raised in the discussion were the inclusion of aquaculture-related water bodies in the measurement of area of holding, the application of the land tenure concept to specific national circumstances, and the importance of understanding how land is acquired. The use of the short/long questionnaire approach in Bangladesh provided a good illustration of the application of the modular approach.
Technical session 5: Livestock Population 

The experiences of Mongolia, Iran and Pakistan in livestock censuses were presented. Issues raised in the discussion included: the suitability of the land use classification where there is a lot of pasture land; the importance of data on feed and on the population dynamics of livestock herds; and data on technology associated with livestock raising as an area for special attention under Theme 03 – Agricultural practices. Methodological issues in livestock censuses were also raised. 
Technical session 6: Statistics on Agricultural Practices and Agricultural Services
FAO proposals for new data on agricultural services were outlined. Indian experiences with in-depth surveys of agricultural practices/surveys were also described. Methodological issues associated with data quality and budgetary matters were raised. 
Technical session 7: Statistical Classifications for the Agricultural Census

The main classifications proposed by FAO in WCA 2010 were outlined and the classifications for land use, crops, livestock and machinery were described. Participants raised a number of specific issues on the land use classification, such as the definitions of forest/other wooded land and fallow land, and the treatment of multiple land uses. The distinction between forest and permanent tree crops (such as for bamboo) was also discussed. Some grey areas with crops were also discussed, such as whether watermelon is a fruit or a vegetable. It was acknowledged that each country needs to develop its own classifications based on the FAO and other international standards, taking into account national practices.     
Technical session 8: Community-level Statistics
The presentations outlined FAO’s proposals for including community-level data for the first time in WCA 2010, and Indonesia’s experiences with the collection of these data. Several other countries noted that they already collect community-level data, and there was general support for including these data in the new programme. Issues related to the suitability of community-level items for each country and the need to carefully select items for collection from communities and holdings were raised. Data reliability issues and linking community-level data from different sources were also discussed. The value of community-level data for both tabulating the characteristics of communities and for analysis in relation to holding-level data was highlighted. 
Technical session 9: Use of Information Technology for the Agricultural Censuses 

The presentations outlined two approaches to the use of information technology for data processing of agricultural censuses: scanning (Thailand) and web-based data entry (Korea). Other countries related their experiences with scanning for data entry. Indonesia and the Philippines reported that they had experienced problems because of high error rates. The high cost was another problem cited by some countries. There was also discussion on the use of computer-assisted personal interviews. Countries expressed interest in further developing information technology for processing the agricultural census but recognized the need for the technology to be thoroughly evaluated.
The visit to the National Statistical Office of Thailand enabled participants to observe the scanning operation first-hand. The use of pocket computers for interviewing was also demonstrated.
Technical session 10: Collection of Structural Aquacultural Statistics
FAO proposals for providing the option for countries to conduct a joint agricultural/aquacultural census were outlined, and a report of experiences in Thailand was presented. There was much interest in this topic, with several countries reporting that they already collect some aquacultural data in their agricultural censuses. Some technical issues were raised, such as the inclusion of water bodies in measuring the area of holding especially where it does not belong to a specific person, the need to modify concepts and definitions for a joint agricultural/aquacultural census, problems of land used for both agriculture and aquaculture, frame problems for an aquacultural census, and other operational problems.
Technical session 11: Agricultural Censuses for Rural Planning

FAO’s approach to extending the scope of the agricultural census to cover other rural households was outlined. The presentation from China illustrated how that country collected rural data in its agricultural census. Other presentations by Malaysia and Myanmar provided further insight into the use of agricultural censuses for rural planning. Some technical issues in collecting rural statistics were discussed, including the need for different statistical units for agricultural production households and other households. The problem of obtaining land related to absentee farmers was also discussed.
Technical session 12:  Millennium Development Goals and Related Data from the Agricultural Census
Two presentations were given, outlining the role of the agricultural census in monitoring MDGs, poverty and hunger in Sri Lanka and China. It was agreed that giving greater emphasis to these aspects can help lift the profile of the agricultural census. It was accepted that income and expenditure surveys provide the main source of MDG-related data, but it was felt that the agricultural census can still provide useful data, especially where an income and expenditure survey is not carried out. Some technical issues in the measurement of poverty and food insecurity were discussed, including defining the poverty line, identifying food security indicators, and the possibility of including some social indicators in the agricultural census.
Technical session 13: Gender and Management of Holding 
FAO’s new concepts of sub-holding and sub-holder as a means of better reflecting gender issues in the management of holdings were presented. There was general agreement that gender issues were important in the agricultural census and several countries expressed interest in developing this theme for their agricultural census. However, the problems in applying these concepts in the Asian context were recognized, especially in identifying sub-holding units. The statistical implications of the holder consisting of two or more persons were also discussed. 
Technical session 14: Demographic Characteristics of Agricultural Households and Farm Labour
The application of international concepts to the collection of labour-related data in the agricultural census was outlined in the presentation. The importance of international standards was recognized by countries. The difficulties in applying concepts such as employment and unemployment to agricultural labour were discussed, especially measuring seasonal agricultural labour and the treatment of persons working both on and off the holding. 
General conclusions

Following general conclusions came out of the meeting:
· There is a strong need for FAO to provide more methodological material to support WCA 2010. This was raised in several sessions. Particular mention was made of the need for material on sample design, as well as on specific modules such as labour and the sub-holder/sub-holding concepts. 
· Some countries requested FAO to provide training to help build statistical capability in carrying out agricultural censuses. 

· Data quality is an ongoing concern in all countries and it is important to present measures of the reliability of agricultural census data, especially where sampling is involved. The role of post-enumeration surveys in assessing data quality was also emphasized. 

· Countries encouraged FAO to develop its web site to provide questionnaires and other technical documents for the agricultural census. Several countries provided questionnaires to FAO for this purpose.









2

