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To:

From:
Mr. P. Gennari


Director

                                                                                     Statistics Division

                                                                                               FAO

E-mail: 
Fax No

                                                          Our Fax No.:
+ 39 06570 55615


	

	

	

	If you do not receive all pages, please call back immediately (+39) 065705 2171


Subject: Annual trade data request for the reference year 2012
Dear .............................,

We would be grateful if your office could assist us by obtaining the external trade data  of  ...................................... for the year 2012, which are essential for enhancing the coverage and quality of the food and agriculture databases used to estimate the annual food security indicators. The availability of the external merchandise trade statistics of ............................... in the FAOSTAT database (Website:   http://faostat.fao.org) is very important to all our users including governments, international organizations, NGOs, businesses, journalists and students. 

The trade files, which we would like to receive as soon as possible but not later than 30 June 2013,  should include annual data for all imported and exported commodities – agriculture (including food aid) and non-agricultural – with break-down by partner country. The trade data file should contain the following standard elements needed to harmonise the national data with the FAO databases:

· the reference year;

· trade flow (import, export or re-export indicator);

· commodity code: HS or SITC at the most detailed classification level available (at least 6 digits, but 8 preferred);

· partner country code (original country of imported items or destination countries of exported items);

· quantity;

· unit measure of quantity;

· other quantity;

· unit measure of other quantity;

· value (CIF, FOB) preferably in US Dollars (otherwise in national currency).

The data file format should be one of the following: CSV, MDB, DBF, XLS or other Flat ASCII file. It would be appreciated if you could provide us (as a text file or attachment) any additional information you consider necessary for processing the trade data file: record layout, country code/name list, commodity code/description list (for non-standard classifications), unit measure code/description, etc.

To increase the efficiency and timeliness of the data transfer, it would be preferable if the data could be sent either by:

E-mail, as compressed file attachment, to TradeDATA@fao.org  or

FTP: for file download please notify us by e-mail with your FTP site address and authorization.
Otherwise the files can be uploaded on our FTP site (with an e-mail notification): 

ftp://ext-ftp.fao.org/ES/Reserved/essb/ess/ftp_essb/Trade_data_files
User: ESSbdata   -  Password:  BE1d53
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However, if none of the options above are feasible, we would appreciate receiving your data on CD‑Rom. 
Our postal address is:

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

Statistics Division

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00100 Rome, Italy


Should the requested data not yet be available, we would appreciate being informed as to when we can expect to receive the data.

Thank you for your kind and continuing cooperation.
Yours sincerely,
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Pietro Gennari

Director

Statistics Division
For any information/assistance kindly contact 


Ms. Mariana Campeanu


Statistician, Statistics Division


(� HYPERLINK "mailto:Marianna.Campeanu@fao.org" ��Marianna.Campeanu@fao.org�) / Fax: 00390657055615


Tel. 0039 06 57053661
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