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Annex to the questionnaire on Agricultural Resources: Land use and Irrigation
Land-Use Change 
Reporting land-use change is key to helping countries identify and assess trends in their land resource use and availability, while fulfilling their international climate policy commitments signed under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). These climate policy commitments require that countries assess regularly their greenhouse gas sources and sinks related to land-use change, by following guidelines developed by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Importantly, developing countries that provide internationally sound reporting may be able to access significant climate financing in coming decades. 

To this end, we have added a new sheet named “Land-use change” to the standard FAO Land and irrigation questionnaire. The Land-use change sheet gathers information across four main categories and five sub-categories of land use: 
i. Arable land and Permanent crops
Arable land
Permanent crops

ii. Permanent meadows and Pastures
iii. Forest area
iv. Other land
Wetlands

Settlements

Other land not specified (residual)
All land categories considered are those already defined in the standard FAO Land use and irrigation questionnaire, except for ‘Wetlands’ and ‘Settlements,’ which have been introduced in order to increase consistency with UNFCCC reporting.
  Indeed, it is suggested good practice for countries to report—whenever no other information is available— the land use and land-use change data in their UNFCCC National Communications. 
Please apply the following instructions in order to fill the Annex “Land-use change”:
1. At the top of the sheet, specify the years T1 and T2 being used;

2. In Table 1, report as many land categories as available for the years T1 and T2; 
3. In Table 2, report the underlying land-use change information, as follows: 

a. For each land category or subcategory reported in the year T1, report any known land-use change occurred in year T2 from one land category to another, by inserting it in the appropriate cell;
b. Enter data even if only partial information on land-use changes within a land category is available;
4. When Table 2 is completed with all known land use transitions, area totals are updated automatically for each land-use category, and compared to the reported land totals from Table 1;
a. A ‘validated’ message on the last column of Table 2 indicates that area totals for T2 match those reported in Table 1;
b. A ‘warning’ message on the last column of Table 2 indicates that area totals for T2 do not match those reported in Table 1. This is not necessarily an error; it may suggest that the available information on the underlying land-use changes may be incomplete. Please note however that even partial land-use change information is valuable and should be entered in Table 2;
5. Finally, all data provided in Table 2 is automatically re-organized in matrix format in Table 3 –without any need for user input. This land-use change matrix is provided only as an additional analysis tool. Specifically, for each land-use category, values in columns indicate new distributions to other land uses from period T1 to T2; values in rows indicate the component mix of each land use category in year T2 in terms of its provenance from other land use categories in year T1. 
�Based on IPCC land use categories: Cropland (corresponding to arable land and permanent crops), Grassland (corresponding to permanent meadows and pastures), Forest Land, Wetlands, Settlements and Other Land.
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