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Distinguished Colleagues, 

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

 

 

I am very pleased to be here with you, on behalf of FAO, for this important subject of Improving 

Agriculture Statistics, which is the key to improving food security, livelihood and well being of 

common people of Africa and the world. 

 

FAO has the mandate and the responsibility to make available comparable agricultural statistics at 

international level, and to build capacities of its member nations to be able to produce it. This statistics 

is important not just for international comparisons, but is crucial for individual countries to support 

decision making so that the potential of agriculture and rural development is optimally expressed to 

increase welfare of the masses. 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

FAO cannot handle this challenge alone. FAO is encouraged by the support and commitment of 

implementing partners of the Global Strategy, particularly AfDB and UNECA in Africa. We are 

honoured to have with us Ms Samia Zakaria who shares the responsibility to steer this mega 

programme, called Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics,  at Global  level. 

 

Full participation of individual countries is critical to achieving goals of the Global Strategy, viz., each 

country is able to produce minimum set of core data on agriculture and rural development, in a manner 

that integrates economic, social and environmental dimension of human activity. 

 

 

Distinguished Participants, 

 

Your participation in this workshop will provide you enough background for the work that you will 

have to do in your respective countries to be part of this global effort. I am sure you will use this 

workshop as an opportunity to clarify any doubts about your role ahead, while making most of your 

stay in Ethiopia. 

 

Finally, with these words, I wish you all success in deliberation here and the follow-up work back at 

home. 

 

I thank AfDB, UNECA and CEA for their imitative and efforts in organizing this meeting. 

 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

 

 


