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Historical outline
The British North America (BNA) Act of 1867 determined that a census would be conducted every 10 years starting 
in 1871. However, rapid expansion in Western Canada at the turn of the last century made a more frequent census 
necessary. A separate census was conducted every five years in Manitoba beginning 1896, and in Alberta and 
Saskatchewan beginning in 1906. By 1956, rapid economic growth created the need for both demographic and 
agricultural information at more frequent intervals. In 1956 the five-year agricultural census was extended to the 
entire country, and simultaneously undertaken with the Census of Population. Canada participated in all decennial 
World Censuses of Agriculture promoted by FAO, beginning with the one carried out in 1931, up to the most recent, 
undertaken in 2001, to which data presented here refer.

Organization
Periodic censuses of agriculture and population are undertaken by the national statistics agency called Statistics 
Canada. Statistics Canada is made up of several Divisions, of which the Agriculture Division deals exclusively with the 
collection and publication of agricultural statistics.

Enumeration period
The census day was the 15 May 2001.

Reference date/period 
Data on holder, holding, land use, livestock and machinery refer to the day of enumeration, while data on crops, 
employment, use of fertilizers and pesticides, refer to the 12 months preceding the census.

Definition
In 2001 a census farm was defined as an agricultural operation that produces at least one of the following products 
intended for sale:

Crops (hay, field crops, fruit  or nut trees, berries or grapes, vegetables, seed);
Livestock (cattle, pigs, sheep, horses, game animals, other livestock);
Poultry (hens, chickens, turkeys, chicks, game birds, other poultry);
Animal products (milk or cream, eggs, wool, furs, meat);
Other agricultural products (Christmas trees, greenhouse or nursery products, mushrooms, sod, honey, maple syrup 
products).

Coverage
The Census of Agriculture 2001 covered all census farms in Canada.

Frame
The frame was based on the Statistics Canada’s Farm Register, which is a regularly updated and provides a listing of 
farms in Canada.

Method
The Agricultural Census was conducted jointly with the Population Census. The enumerators visited each household 
and left a Population Census Questionnaire; an Agricultural Census Questionnaire was also dropped off if anyone in 
the household operated a farm. Once completed the questionnaire, the respondents were asked to return them by 
mail for editing. If it was determined that a questionnaire had not been received, or if data were missing, a follow-up 
was conducted by telephone or by personal visit. Once the questionnaires were received at head office, they were 
registered, electronically scanned and the data automatically captured from the image using Intelligent Character 
Recognition technology (ICR).

Data source
Agriculture Census 2001. Statistics Canada.

Contact
Statistics Canada, Statistical Reference Centre (National Capital Region) H. Coats Building, Lobby Holland Avenue, 150 
Tunney’s Pasture Driveway, Ottawa, Ontario K1A0T6. Tel.: (+1) 613 951 8116; Fax: (+1) 613 951 0581; 
E-mail: infostats@statcan.gc.ca.

Website
http://www.statcan.ca
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