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Grenada – Grenada Agricultural Census 2012 - Explanatory Notes 

 
Historical outline 

Previous agricultural censuses were conducted in 1961, 1975, 1981, and 1995.  

Legal basis and organization 

The Statistics Act of December 1960 established that there should be a Statistical office and prescribes its 
duties, the first one is “to take any census”. In Section 4 establishes that the Statistical Officer may delegate in 
writing his powers and functions under the Act. For the Grenada Agricultural Census 2012, such delegation 
was done by the Grenada Cabinet of Ministers that approved and gave authority to conduct the census to the 
Planning Unit of the Ministry of Agriculture. It was founded by the European Unions and the National budget 
and received the FAO technical assistance by means of two Technical Cooperation Projects. The field work for 
the 2012 Agricultural Census, involved 287 enumerators and 65 field supervisors. 

Enumeration period 

The census of agriculture was enumerated during the period October-November 2012.  

Reference period/date 

The census reference year was the 12 months prior to the visit of the enumerator. 

Day of visit for: holding identification and location, identification and legal status of holder, holding area, number 
of parcels, land tenure, land use, livestock,  

The reference period for labour force was the week before the enumeration day. 

Definition of the statistical unit:  

The agricultural census enumeration unit was defined as an "economic unit" of agricultural production under 
single management comprising all livestock kept and all land used, wholly or partly, for agricultural production 
purposes, without regard to title, legal form, or size. Single management may be exercised by an individual or 
household, jointly by two or more individual or households, by a clan, village, or by a juridical person such as 
a company, co-operative or government agency. The farm land may consist of one or more parcels located in 
one or more watersheds (WSs), providing the parcels share the same "production means" utilized by the 
farm, such as labour, farm buildings, machinery or draught animals.  

There are two types of agricultural holdings: 1) holdings in the household sector: those operated by 
household members (individual or household, joint individuals from different households); 2) holdings in the 
non-household sector: those operated by cooperatives, corporations, government institutions, church 
institutions and other non-household enterprise. 

Geographical coverage  

The census covered the whole country. 

Statistical coverage 

The holdings with activity over at least one of the following cut-off limits were enumerated by means of a long 
questionnaire. The rest of holdings (those below all the cut-off limits) were enumerated using a short 
questionnaire (short listing form) 

 0.25 acre of garden crops; or 
 1 head of cattle; or 
 5 sheep plus goats plus pigs; or 
 25 poultry; or 
 25 Nutmeg + cocoa + banana mats + fruit trees + nut  + spice trees. 

Data items coverage  

Two questionnaires were used: a “short listing form” and a “long farm questionnaire”.  

Items of the short listing form comprised: livestock (including poultry), some permanent and semi-permanent 
crops, garden temporary crops, engagement in fishing activities and other non-agricultural activities in the 
household. The short listing form acted also a screening form to identify households operating agricultural 
holdings above any of the cut-off limits. 

The information collected through the long farm questionnaire (GAC02), applied to holdings above the 
threshold, covered: General information, identification and legal status and main activity of holding, 
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demographics characteristic of households, employment, land use, land tenure, area or number of plants for 
permanent crops, area and end use of temporary crops, irrigation, livestock, machinery and equipment, 
selected practices and facilities, production issues. 

Frame 

A list of large farms or "non-household" farms was prepared prior to the census taking.  The rest of units were 
identified through the short questionnaire applied for screening all households in the country.  

Methodology 

The country was divided in Enumeration Districts (ED) (287 including 19 in the islands of Carricou and Petit 
Martinique). Enumerators had to canvass the assigned ED identifying all households in it and applying the 
short questionnaire (GAC01) in order to identify those holdings above the threshold and also to collect 
information in small holdings below it. The second questionnaire (GAC02) was applied to all holdings above 
the threshold. 

The information was collected by means of personal interviews with manual filling of paper questionnaires. 

Strong field supervision was applied to ensure quality during the field operations. 

Data were manually edited, coded and keypunched. 

Post census techniques to check census quality 

No post enumeration survey (PES) was applied. Checking against external data was prformed to assess the 
accuracy of the data.  

Data Dissemination and Use 

The final results of the 2012 Census of Agriculture will be delivered through a final printed report, CD Roms 
and the official website. 

Special features 

No community survey was taken. Fishing activities of households were reported in the short listing form.  

Data source 

Questionnaires; Field Team Manuals; Website: http://www.gov.gd/ministries/agriculture.html 

Mailing address / Census contact points 

Daniel Lewis. Email: dannypoo2009@hotmail.com 


