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Viet Nam – 2011 Rural, Agricultural and Fisheries Census - Explanatory Notes 

 
Historical outline 

Previous censuses were undertaken in 1960/61, 1994, 2001 and 2007. The latter during the WCA2010 round. 
The one reported here (2011/2012) is then, the second census during the same WCA round. 

Legal basis and organization 

The census was taken under the provisions of the Decision No. 1785/QD-TTg, dated September 27th, 2010 
by the Prime Minister in the framework of the National Statistical Survey Programme (promulgated by the 
Decision No. 144/2008/QD-TTg, dated October 29th, 2008 by the Prime Minister). Agricultural censuses in 
Viet Nam are conducted by the General Statistics Office and are planned for being taken every five years. 
Census operations mobilized 180 000 enumerators, team leaders and supervisors at all levels. 

Enumeration period 

The field work was preformed during July 2011. 

Reference period/date 

Time reference is on July 1st, 2011 (census day); for flow variables the time reference was the 12-months 
period prior to the Census. 

Definition of the statistical unit 

Enumeration units for the census were: 

-  Agricultural household: Households with all or most of labourers regularly participate directly or indirectly 
into agricultural activities (cultivation, livestock, irrigation services, plough, etc).  

- Forestry household: Household with all or most of labourers regularly participate directly or indirectly into 
forestry activities (forestation, maintaining forest, exploitation of wood and forest products, and other forestry 
services). 

- Fishery household: Households with all or most of labourers regularly participate directly or indirectly into 
fishery activities. 

- Salt Production household: Households with all or most of labourers regularly participate directly or indirectly 
into salt activities. 

Geographical coverage  

The census covered the whole country. 

Statistical coverage 

Individuals and households with agriculture, forestry and aquaculture, which gained farming economy 
standards, must satisfy the following conditions: 

- For units with cultivation, aquaculture and general production: 

   * 3.1 ha for the South East and Mekong River Delta; 

   * 2.1 ha for the rest of provinces. 

   * The output value of goods reached 700 million Vietnamese Dong (VND) /year (approx U$S 33 200) 

- For livestock units which have output of goods from billion VND/year or more (approx U$S 47 430) 

- For forestry production units with a minimum of 31 ha and the average output value of goods 500 millions 
VND/year (Approx U$S 23 700) 

Data items coverage  

The census covered three main areas: 

- Agriculture; 
- Rural households; 
- Gender issues. 

Main data items collected were: 



______________________________________________________________________________ 

2 

 

For Agriculture: production units and labour, means of production, production support activities, farm 
economy, impacts of agricultural, forestry and fishery production to the environment. 

For Rural households: living conditions, accumulation and ability to raise capital, vocational training for rural 
employee, outcome of social policies in rural areas; infrastructure in rural areas; planning of building the new 
rural society; restoration and development of handicraft/trade villages. 

For Gender: information about the role of women in agricultural, forestry and fishery production to education 
and qualification. 

Methodology  

The census was taken by complete enumeration of the rural households and agricultural, forestry and fishery 
households in urban areas and farms and People's committees of communes (community survey). Three 
questionnaires were used for the complete enumeration: All households, Farms and Community. 

A sample survey complemented the complete enumeration exercise to collect in-depth information from rural 
households. 

The census was conducted through of face-to-face interview by means of paper questionnaires. 

Data Dissemination and Use 

General Report on the census and monographs, electronic-products such as CD-ROMs, macro and micro 
databases, and the Website of General Statistics Office (GSO) 

Special features 

The census covered fisheries and forestry, it also included a community survey. Data were also collected for 
non-holding households. 

Data source 

Results of the 2011 Rural, Agricultural and Fisheries Census, published by Statistical Publishing House, 
2012. Census Questionnaires and Methodological Appendix. 

Mailing address / Census contact points 

Statistics Documentation Centre - General Statistics Office Of Vietnam 
Address: 6B Hoang Dieu - Ba Dinh - Ha Noi 
Phone: (84-4) 37332997 - (84-4) 3846492 

Email: banbientap@gso.gov.vn.  

Website: www.gso.gov.vn/ 
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