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Niue – Agricultural Census of Niue 2009 - Explanatory Notes 
 
Historical outline 
The 2009 Census of Agriculture is the second one in Niue being the first census undertaken in 1989. 
 
Legal basis and organization 
The Agricultural census was taken under the authority of the Niue Census Act 2009. Statistic Niue (SN) in 
close collaboration with the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) had the responsibility 
for census operations. FAO, Samoa Bureau of Statistics and the National Statistics Office of Philippines 
provided technical assistance to the census. The field work involved 20 enumerators and 4 field supervisors. 
 
Enumeration period 
The enumeration was performed from November 9th to November 22nd, 2009. 
 
Reference period/date 
The following reference dates were used: 
Day of interview for: 

- Household characteristics; 
- Land use; 
- Land tenure; 
- Existence of equipment owned 

The month prior to interview for consumption of crops. 
From January 1st, 2009 to the day of interview for: 

- Identification of holdings operated by the same household; 
- Use of fertilizers and chemicals; 
- Crops sown and harvested; 
- Plot details; 

The last five years for reception of credit. 
 
Definition of the statistical unit  
An agricultural holding is an economic unit of agricultural production under single management comprising of 
all livestock kept an all land used wholly or partly for agricultural production purposes, without regard to title, 
legal form or size. Single management may be exercised by an individual or household, jointly by two or more 
individuals or households by a clan or tribe or by a juridical person such as corporation, cooperative or 
government agency. 
According to legal status, holdings were classified in: 

- Individual household on own account; 
- In partnership; 
- A Village association; 
- Institution. 

According to land tenure, holders were classified as: 
- Family owned;  
- Leased; 
- Other. 
 

Geographical coverage  
The census covered all the country. 
 
Statistical coverage 
If agricultural activity of the household was below the following limits, only the household form was applied: 
- 1/8 of an acre of any crop; or 
- 20 coconuts or banana trees or 20 other crops; 
 
Data items coverage  
The census comprised a population count performed enumerating every household. During the population 
count, basic characteristics of the 1 536 inhabitants were recorded including basic agricultural and fishing 
activities.  In households with agricultural activity the following main items were covered: 
- Land use and land tenure; 
- Crops grown, sold and consumed; 
- Livestock; 
- Labour Inputs; 
- Agricultural Income and Credit; 
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- Use of Fertilizers and Chemicals; 
- Equipment; 
- Fisheries; 
- Forestry. 
 
Frame 
The Population census 2006 served as census frame for the agricultural census 2009. 
 
Methodology  
The census was done by complete enumeration in two phases: 
Phase 1: Pre census in a ‘Census Night’ for the count of the population and households set on the weekend 
of 21 November 2009. 
Phase 2: The enumeration and filling of questionnaires of households by means of three questionnaires: 
Household form applied to all households; Holding form and Parcel form applied to households operating 
holdings above the threshold. 
Data were collected through personal interview by means of three questionnaires: 
     1) Household Form 
     2) Holding Form 
     3) Parcel Form. 
 
Post census techniques to check census quality 
A PES was conducted to estimate accuracy of data. Whilst the census was conducted on an interview basis it 
was felt desirable that the post-enumeration survey should use objective measurement techniques (compass 
and tape-measure) to measure the physical area of the selected parcels of land. The office was very aware of 
the timing involved in conducting such survey so it was decided to enumerate only 20 parcels and plots 
contained therein, 10 parcels with crops currently growing in, 5 fallow parcels and 5 new parcels. Both the 
total area of the parcel and the area of plots were measured. A count of crops was done to 3 parcels with 
crops growing on it. 
The results of the survey revealed some differences between the areas recorded in the census interview and 
the physical area as measured. This was very obvious on the areas that were slashed and burnt, and areas 
where there were bush or wild fires. The areas cleared by a bulldozer were fairly accurate. 
 
Data Dissemination and Use 
Data were disseminated through the website. 
 
Special features 
The census also included some detail information on the population to provide the Government with up-to-
date information on some important population parameters. 
 
Data source 
Agricultural Census of Niue, 2009, Final Report at website http://www.spc.int/prism/niue/index.php/niue-
documents/cat_view/12-surveys/20-ag-census/22-2009 
 
Mailing address / Census contact Points 
E-mail: statsniue@mail.gov.nu 
Website: http://www.spc.int/prism/niue/index.php/niue-documents 
 


