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Cyprus – Farm Structure Survey (FSS) 2009/2010 & Survey on 
Agricultural Production 

Methods (SAPM) 2009/2010- Explanatory Notes 
 
 

1. Historical outline 
The 2010 Census of Agriculture is the sixth conducted in the Republic of Cyprus after its 
independence. The previous ones were undertaken in 1960, 1977, 1985, 1994 and 2003. 
 
2. Legal basis and organization 
Statistical activities in Cyprus are ruled by the norms of the European Union. In particular, the National 
Statistics Law of 2000 and the Art. 12 of Regulation (EC) No 1166/2008 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 19 November 2008 which requests that in 2010 Member States shall carry out 
surveys on the structure of Agricultural Holdings and a survey on agricultural production methods 
used by agricultural holdings. The Statistical Service of Cyprus (CYSTAT) was responsible for census 
taking. The census was funded by the European Union and the Cyprus National Budget. The project 
was organized by a four-member project team under the supervision and guidance of the head of the 
Agricultural Statistics section of the Statistical Service of Cyprus. A total number of 165 persons 
worked on the project of which 132 field enumerators and 22 field supervisors for the complete 
enumeration exercise (FSS) and 53 enumerators supervised by 11 supervisors for the sampling 
survey (SAPM). 
 
3. Reference period/date 
Agricultural year: October 1, 2009 until September 30, 2010. 
For characteristics of livestock the reference date was November 1, 2010.  
The reference period for the benefit of the holding for rural development measures was years 2007, 
2008 and 2009. 
 
4. Enumeration period 
There were two enumeration periods: September 2010 - April 2011 for the Farm Structure Survey 
and May-June 2011 for the Survey on Agricultural Production Methods. 
 
5. Definition of the statistical unit  
An agricultural or livestock holding is a technical-economical unit under single management that 
produces agricultural or/and livestock products. 
According to legal status, holdings were classified in: 
- Private, Individual; 
- Company; 
- Association; 
- Public, Government; 
- Other. 
 
6. Geographical coverage  
The census of agriculture (FSS) covered the whole country. 
 
7. Exclusions and cut-off thresholds 
Agricultural holdings were considered and surveyed only if: 
-  they have utilized agricultural area equal or greater than 0,1 ha; or  
-  it has at least 0,05 ha in greenhouse; or  
- owns animals, and specifically one or more cows or a total of two or more other large animals of 
any kind and age (such as horses, camels); or  
-  a total of five and more small animals of any age and gender (such as goats, sheep, pigs) ; or  
-  fifty and more poultry; or  
-  twenty and more beehives;  or  
-  five and more ostriches;  or  
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-  ten or more rabbit breeding females. 
 
 
8. Methodology  
The Farm Structure Survey 2010 was conducted as a complete enumeration census and the Survey 
of Agricultural Production Methods as a stratified sample survey. The modular approach advocated 
by FAO was used in such a way that the FSS comprises the core items and the SAPM the items of 
the supplementary modules. 
The FSS 2010 was intended for full coverage of the target population. This goal was achieved by 
dividing the total area of the country into two main parts: urban and rural. In the case of rural areas, 
the survey was carried out from door to door, thereby guaranteeing an exhaustive coverage. In the 
case of urban areas, exhaustiveness was more difficult to achieve due to the fact that visits did not 
take place on a door to door basis. However, the large volume of information that was provided from 
the farm register assisted in minimizing the number of cases lost. 
The SAPM is a stratified systematic sampling survey. The sampling frame was the farm register from 
the FSS 2010 (Census of Agriculture 2010).According to the available budget, it was decided that the 
total sample size should be about 7 200 holdings from the total of 38 859 farms.  
Each holding of the population to sample (list of 38 859 holdings from FSS 2010) was assigned a 
"Standard Output Coefficient (SOC)" calculated from a combination of area and livestock. Then 4 
strata were constructed according to the SOC (Less than 20 000; 20 000 to less than 50 000; 50 000 
to less than 100 000; 100 000 and more). Sampling rates were established at 1/7, 1/7, 1/5 and 1/3 
respectively.  
The final sample represented the 40% of total utilized agricultural area and the 47% of the total 
number of animals. 
 
Framework 
The population of the holdings resulted from the census of 2003, and the updating of that register 
using the FSS of 2005 and 2007, as well as using information from a variety of administrative sources 
and other annual surveys of the Statistical Service, such as the crop and animal surveys.  
From those registers, those holders living in urban areas were identified and a catalogue of them, 
which included their name, address, telephone number and various characteristics of their holding, 
was formed. 
 
Questionnaire(s) 
The census covered 100% of core data items from the WCA 2010 and additional information about 
crops, irrigation, livestock and agricultural practices and use of machinery and equipment. 
 
9. Data Entry, Edits, Imputation and Tabulation 
 
10. Data Dissemination and Use 
Data were disseminated through a general report on the FSS and the SAPM and a Methodological 
report. They are available at the website. 
 
11.  Census data quality 
It was established a multi-stage checking process both for purposes of coverage and for purposes of 
minimizing errors on the questionnaires. The timing of the checking process, the corrections and data 
entry were also carefully planned in order to minimize the time lag between the visit to the respondent 
and the re-visits for corrections where such re-visits were deemed necessary. 
12. Data source 
Farm Structure Survey 2009/2010. Survey on agricultural production methods 2009/2010. National 
Methodological Report (NMR) 
 
13. Contact 
Mr Damianos Pitiris (General organization and supervision) & Ms Loukia Alexandrou (Technical 
responsibility, methodology, database management and dissemination).  
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Address: Agricultural Section of Statistical Service of Cyprus. Michalaki Karaoli Street, 1444 Nicosia, 
Cyprus. e-mail: lalexandrou@cystat.mof.gov.cy.  
Phones: +35722602205, +35722605124 
Website: 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Agricultural_census_in_Cyprus 
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