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GEORGIA - Agricultural Census 2014 – Explanatory note 
 

1. Historical Outline 

The first agricultural census was conducted in 2004 with collaboration and financial and technical 

support of Food and Agriculture Organization of United Nations and the European Commission. 

The Agricultural Census 2004 was based on FAO Programme of Word Census of Agriculture 

1996-2005. Agricultural Census 2014 was the second agricutural census in Georgia. It was 

conducted together with Population Census, Housing census and Census of Emigrants. These 

four censuses together are called General Census of Georgia 2014.   

 

2. Legal Basis and Organization 

Georgia’s law on official statistics adopted by the parliament on December 11, 2009 represents 

the key legislation regulating census preparation, implementation, data collection, processing, 

dissemination and publishing activities in the country. It sets out the rules for defining census 

dates, key provisions and methods of census, participation of the population and state guarantees 

of personal data confidentiality. The main legal framework for the Agricultural Census of Georgia 

2014 was the programme for the 2014 General Census of Georgia approved by the Goverment 

Commision for Census Coordination on May 8, 2014.  

A specific goverment commision was set up according to the 21th article of the law of Georgia on 

official statistics. The Commision was represented by the executive director of National Statistics 

Office of Georgia (Geostat) and verious ministers. The aim of the Commision was to solve 

operational census issues and to provide concerted action among the istitutions involved. Geostat 

was the body responsible for conducting the General Census 2014. Geostat with the involvement 

of government institutions, scientific organizations and other stakeholders defined methodological 

and organizational issues for conducting the census, determined the list of actions to be carried 

out at the level of administrative and territorial units, set deadlines and responsible persons. 

 

3. Reference Period or Date 

Reference period: for flow items was defined as the time period between October 1, 2013  and 

October 1, 2014. 

Reference date: for stock/inventory items was October 1, 2014.  

 

4. Enumeration Period  

The enumeration period for the Census was set to be November 5, 2014 – November 19, 2014. 

 

5. Definition of the Statistical Unit 

The statistical unit for the census of agriculture is the agricultural holding. In case of two or more 

holders in the household, one of them was selected as a holder and their operated lands and 

livestocks were summed up and assigned to the selected holder. In case of two or more different 

households' members operating a holding, each members' share was assigned to their family 

holdings proportionally to the share of members in the given holding. In addition, the Census of 

Agriculture identified aquaculture holdings. In order to classify holdings according to their legal 

status the terms “agricultural households” and “legal entities” were used.   

 

6. Geographic Coverage 
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The census covered all agricultural holdings on the rural and urban country territory controlled by 

the Government of Georgia. The data for excluded regions are absent in the results.  

 

7. Exclusions and Cut-Off Thresholds 

No exclusions. 

 

8. Methodology 

 

Modular Approach 

Geostat has a system of integrated agricultural censuses and surveys. Agricultural census is the 

central component developed within the overall framework of the census-survey system. It is the 

main source of frame for aquacultural census and all agricultural sampling surveys. Agricultural 

census is concentrated on key data and is based on compleate enumeration. Agricultural surveys 

thematic moduls instead collect detailed data on a sample base. 

 

Framework 

Geostat started preparatory works for the General Census in 2006. One of the principal parts of 

these works was implementing GIS in order to create digital cartographic material and use them 

in census data collection and dissemination process. In 2013 Geostat conducted preliminary field 

works to elaborate the list of dwellings and households existing in Georgia. The information 

received from the preliminary field works was used for correcting and finalizing existing data on 

buildings and for distributing work among census enumerators effectively.  

 

Full or sample enumeration methods 

Geostat has conducted door-to-door interview with complete coverage of the family holdings. 

For agricultural enterprises to have full coverage of the list of potential agricultural enterprises, all 

existing reliable sources in the country were used. Geostat also collected common land data for 

all municilapities. 

 

Method of collection 

The information was collected through a direct interview with the agricultural producers and/or 

qualified informants. 

 

Agricultural Census Questionnaire 

The General Census questionnaire consisted of four separate parts, respectively to four different 

censuses: Questionnaire on Dwelling (Q1), Personal Questionnaire (Q2), Questionnaire on 

Emigrants (Q3) and Questionnaire on Agriculture (Q4). Each questionnaire had unique ID number 

which was linking them to each other. For Legal Entities an electronic questionnaire was 

prepared, which was also used for the census of municipalities (common land data). The content 

of the electronic questionnaire was the same as Q4. In addition to the questions similar to Q4, 

there were additional questions regarding personal characteristics of the company director.  

 

9. Data Entry, Edits, Imputation and Tabulation 

During several months after the census about 300 people were working for the digitalization the 

census data. They were supervised permanently by IT and other technical staff. In paralel, 

digitalized questionnaires were compared with paper questionnaires by editors. Finally data was 
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cleaned by the respective division at the central office of Geostat. The data cleaning process used 

several methods. Large holdings data were checked by phone calls. Besides, all reliable sources 

(registers) were used for fullfilling missing data if necessary. In addition to this, Geostat used 

donor questionnaire method for imputation. For tabulation a special software was prepared by 

Geostat. 

 

10. Data Dissemination and Use 

The census results have been disseminated through the Geostat website. Also, press releases 

and leaflets were disseminated and Geostat conducted presentations and meetings with main 

users. Geostat implemented micro-data archiving system to save the general census data and is 

working on micro-data disemination system. 

 

11. Census data quality 

During the General census Geostat used a five level of control system: field work coordinator; 

regional coordinator; municipal supervisor; local supervisor; enumerator. In order to minimize 

duplicates and missing risks Geostat used GIS maps which was implemented for General Census 

2014 as inovative instrument in Georgia. Geostat conducted Post Enumeration Survey (PES) that 

is giving the possibility of assessing the reliability of the main indicators included in the Agricultural 

Census 2014. Geostat used other existing reliable sources for analyzing census results. 

 

12. Data Sources 

http://census.ge/en/results/census1 

 

13. Contact 

The National Statistics Office (Geostat) 

Phone: (+995 32) 236 72 10 (500) 

Fax numbers: (+995 32) 236 72 13 

E-mail: info@geostat.ge 

Website: www.geostat.ge 

http://census.ge/en/results/census1
mailto:info@geostat.ge

