Section II
Scope, Objectives and
Methodology

This section provides the information on
the scope, objectives, coverage,
methodology and the instruments used in
Agriculture Census 2019. It may be
mentioned that though Agriculture Census,
2019 is the 6th Agriculture Census in the
country, yet this census is the second of its
kind in the sense that all dwelling
households both in rural and urban area
were interviewed simultaneously using the
same questionnaire.

2.1 Scope and Coverage

Agriculture Census 2019 was a household
based and stand - alone country-wide
census. Under the purview of this census,
the target population was all dwelling
households of the country. The Agriculture
Census 2019 was a complete count of all
agricultural holdings managed by dwelling
households. Agricultural holding is a
production wunit which has a single
management, both  technically and
economically, and engaged in agricultural
activities. The scope of this census with
reference period to agricultural holding
was restricted to the agricultural holdings
held and/or operated by the dwelling
households at the time of census taking.

2.2 Objectives

The Agriculture Census, 2019 was

envisioned with following objectives:

The broad objective of the Agriculture

Census, 2019 is to determine the structure

and characteristics of agricultural holdings

managed by dwelling households. The

specific objectives of the Agriculture

Census 2019 are as follows:

1) To conduct the agriculture (crops,
fisheries and livestock) census a large
scale periodic statistical operation,
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based on which the comprehensive
reports will be made available to the
users in shortest possible time;

i1) To determine the structure and related
characteristics of agriculture sector by
providing statistical data on land
utilization with other characteristics,
area under fish cultivation and other
related information, agricultural
machineries and transports, use of
fertilizers and other agricultural inputs
etc.

iii) To provide benchmark data needed for
formulating agricultural development
progrmmes for agriculture sector and
for evaluating progress;

1v) To provide basic frames of households
and operational holdings for carrying
out future surveys on crops, fisheries
and livestock subsector;

v) To find a basis for developing an
integrated programme for current
agricultural statistics;

vi) To provide statistics that will enable to
observe the structural changes in
agriculture sector ( crops, fisheries and
livestock) over the years ;

vii)To facilitate in formulation of the
necessary government policies and
programme for the benefit of the rural

poor, small and marginal farm
households(  crops, fisheries and
livestock and poultry) and rural
development;

viii)) To generate agriculture statistics
disaggregated by administrative and
geographic areas, such as division,
district, upazila, union, mouza and
rural, urban.

2.3 Use of Agriculture Census Data

a) The findings available from Agriculture
Census, 2019 will allow us to make
statistical inference about the structure,
nature and performance of agriculture
sector;
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b) The findings available from this census
can be used for monitoring the progress
towards the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) including poverty analysis
and food security;

c) Agriculture Census would provide
current and comprehensive data relating to
crop and livestock production for the
census year, and this can be useful as a
benchmark for improving current crop and
livestock statistics.

d) The findings available from this survey
can be used by the policy-makers and
planners who have reason to be concerned
about the snapshot of the structure and
performance of the agriculture sector.

e) The findings available from this census
will provide benchmark on the change of
various parameters relating to agriculture
sector which have been occurred between
Agriculture Census, 2019 and Agriculture
Census 2008.

2.4 Methodology

Agriculture Census 2019 was carried out in
accordance with the broad guidelines
provided by the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO). This census reflected
the recommendations of FAO and other
international organizations as this was vital
for proper quality and objectiveness of
statistical information on agriculture. The
Agriculture Census 2019 was carried out
on a full count basis throughout the
country from 9 -20 June, 2019. In this
Census structured and short questionnaires
were provided for data collection. The
complete enumerated census for the major
items of importance provided basic data for
small administrative units and served better
as a basis for the improvement of current
agriculture  statistics. ~ The  detailed
information that would be collected
through the sample census is expected to
serve as a supplementary source for
carrying out in-depth analysis.
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2.5 Census Instruments

(a) Questionnaire: A structural
questionnaire was designed to collect
information on agriculture. The
questionnaire was pre-tested at the field
level to test the relevance and
appropriateness of the survey instruments.
The questionnaire was then modified and
finalized on the basis of the findings
available from the pre-testing.

(b) Training manual: A comprehensive and
operational training manual was developed
for enumerators and supervisors. Concepts,
definitions, classification used in the
census questionnaire were thoroughly
explained in the training manual.

2.6 Training of Census Personnel

The enumerators and supervisors who were
engaged in data collection at the field level
were given intensive and adequate training
on the concept, definition  and
terminologies used in the questionnaire.
The enumerators were also trained on
mock interview.

2.7 Data Collection at Field Level

Data collection at the field level is the most
important part of a census because quality
of data collection determines the success of
any census and surveys. The following
methods and technique were pursued for
quality data collection at the field level:

e Educated unemployed youths were
hired for collecting data at the field
level. They were intensively and
adequately trained on the goal and
objectives  of the  census,
methodology and the census
instruments.
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Officiales from BBS  were
deployed to supervise data
collection at the field level.
Enumerators conducted face to
face interview using structured and
pre-coded questionnaire.
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