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Message

It is my immense pleasure to know that Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) is going to unfold 
the Preliminary Report of the recently conducted Agriculture Census 2019 in the shortest possible 
time.

Agriculture Census is the source of benchmark information of Agriculture sector of a country. It 
contributes around 14% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and provides employment for 
around 40% of the total labour force of the country. The direct as well as indirect share of 
agriculture export earnings is also significant. Most importantly, food security of the country’s 
huge population is critically dependent on agriculture. Therefore, the development of agriculture 
sector is virtually synonymous with the development of our country. Timely and realistic statistics 
on agriculture sector is pre-requisite for sound agriculture development planning. Agriculture 
Census, one of the largest statistical operations undertaken by Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, is 
the basic source of information relating to the structure and nature of agricultural activities in the 
country.

I believe that policy makers, planners, researchers and all other users will be benefitted from this 
document in crafting development plans and program interventions that are sensitive to the needs 
of the agriculture sector. At this stage, I must thank BBS for bringing out this Preliminary Report 
containing basic information to serve the initial demand of users. I look forward to see the detailed 
report following the processing of the data within the shortest possible time.

I take this opportunity to thank Secretary, Statistics and Informatics Division and Director 
General, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics for their hard work in conducting the census operation, 
data processing and bringing out this report. Thanks are also due to team members of Agriculture 
(Crops, Fisheries & Livestock) Census 2018 Project and its Steering and Technical Committees 
for providing administrative and technical support.

I wish a very effective and successful use of the report.

Dhaka, October 27, 2019 M.A. Mannan MP





Foreword

Bangladesh is an agriculture-based country where agriculture sector plays a vital role in 
accelerating the economic growth.  It is therefore important to have an effective, sustainable and 
environment-friendly agricultural system in order to make our country self-sufficient in food 
production. The Government of Bangladesh is determined to develop the overall agriculture sector 
keeping in view of the goals set out in the 7th Five Year Plan and Sustainable Development Goals 
2030.  As leading agency for tracking SDG indicators, Statistics and Informatics Division (SID) is 
taking initiatives in data capturing concerned to various SDG indicators. Agriculture Census 2019 
is such initiative for monitoring indicators related to agricultural SDGs. 

We trust that the census data will provide valuable information on the number of agriculture 
holdings, their area, tenancy, irrigation status, size of holdings, land ownership, land use, 
agriculture labour, number of poultry birds, livestock and many others. I believe that policy 
makers, planners, researchers and all other users will be benefitted from this document. At this 
stage I am grateful to BBS for bringing out this preliminary report containing basic information to 
serve the initial demand of our users. I am eagerly waiting to see the detailed report following the 
processing of the data within the shortest possible time.

Let me also take the privilege to offer my heartfelt thanks to the stakeholders, experts, academics 
and officials of BBS, SID and other government and non-government organizations for their 
valuable efforts, suggestions and contributions in the questionnaire design, census planning, 
publicity campaign, data collection, data processing and eventually report preparation.

My sincere thanks are due to Dr. Krishna Gayen, former Director General, BBS and Mr. 
Mohammad Tajul Islam, Director General (Additional Secretary), BBS and Mr. Jafor Ahmed 
Khan, Project Director (Joint Secretary), Agriculture (Crops, Fisheries & Livestock) Census 2018 
Project, BBS deserve special thanks for their intimate supervision and continuous monitoring in 
this challenging task. 

I wish a very effective and successful use of this report.

Dhaka, October 27, 2019 Saurendra Nath Chakrabhartty





Preface

The Agriculture Census 2019, the sixth in its series, is an agricultural statistical venture of 
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS). Not only has Bangladesh recorded persistent economic 
growth of 7.86 to 8.13%, but it has also achieved a substantial reduction in poverty rate. 
Bangladesh retains a strong commitment to social cohesion and to a progressive development 
agenda. The accelerated economic growth in the country is a consequence of this socio-economic 
development particularly in regards to the growth of agriculture sector. In many fields in 
agriculture, Bangladesh has a very successful history especially in the production of paddy, fruits, 
fish and milk. This census data will be used as benchmark data in estimating authentic agriculture 
production for ensuring food security of the country.

It is my pleasure that BBS accomplished the Agriculture Census 2019 during June 09-20, 2019 and 
is now releasing the preliminary results. Data has been collected to determine the number of 
agriculture holdings, their area, tenancy, irrigation status, size of holdings, land ownership, land 
use, agriculture labour, number of poultry birds, livestock and many others of the country that will 
meet the needs of policy makers, planners, stakeholders and all other users.

I would like to express my thanks to the competent officials of BBS and also Statistics and 
Informatics Division (SID) who extended their valuable efforts in this exercise. I offer my heartfelt 
thanks to Dr. Krishna Gayen, Ex-Director General, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, Mr. Jafor 
Ahmed Khan, Project Director (Joint Secretary) for their devotion and relentless efforts in 
undertaking the census and preparing of the report.

Suggestions and comments for further improvement will be welcome.

Dhaka, October27, 2019 Mohammad Tajul Islam
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Number of Households

Table 3.4: Distribution of Households having no Own Land by Urban, Rural and Division

Number of Households
having no Own Land

Percentage of
Households having

no Own Land
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Figure 3.2:  Distribution of Households having no Own Land by Locality

Distribution of Households having no Own Land
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Total Households
Number of Agriculture Farm
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The following table (3.8) shows that in
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The 1996 agriculture census initially 
intended to do full count of all rural and 
urban holdings and collect information on 
basic characteristic of agriculture. It also 
intended to conduct a sample survey of 
farm holdings of both rural and urban areas 
for collecting detailed data on agriculture 
activities. Census of institutional holdings 
such as tea gardens, dairy farms, seed mul-
tiplication farms, and others was decided 
to be carried out through mail. But due to 
divesting floods of September-November 
of 1998, the census operation could not be 
undertaken in urban localities.
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