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Size of agricultural holdings, and the utilised agricultural

land they manage increased

There were 69 thousand economically active agricultural holdings in Latvia in 2020 , and
they managed 1.96 million hectares (ha) of utilised agricultural land. Provisional results of

the Agricultural Census 2020 compiled by the Central Statistical Bureau (CSB) show that within
10 years, the number of agricultural holdings has decreased by 14.4 thousand or 17.2 %,
but the  utilised agricultural landhas increased by 163.7 thousand ha or 9.1 %.

According to the results of the agricultural censuses conducted by the CSB, the number of

economically active agricultural holdings has decreased more than twice during the last 20 years.

The most rapid changes took place between 2001 and 2010, when the number of holdings

decreased by 40.8 %. During this period, the  utilised agricultural land increased by 8 %. In the

last four years, this area has increased by only 29.2 thousand ha or 1.5 %, but the number of

agricultural holdings has decreased by 0.9 thousand or 1.3 %.

Over the last 20 years, the area of utilised agricultural land on average per one holding has

increased 2.4 times. In 2020, it increased to 28.4 ha on average per holding, which is 6.8 ha or

31.8 % more than in 2010.

Number of agricultural holdings and utilised agricultural area (UAA) 
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In 2020, there were 156.5 thousand permanent employees in agriculture or by 13.5 % less than in

2010. On average, the number of employees on one agricultural holding has increased from

1.9 employees in 2001 to 2.3 employees in 2020.

Since 2001, the total sown area of agricultural crops (cereals, pulses, industrial crops, potatoes,

vegetables, fodder etc.) on average per one holding[ii] has increased five times: from 6.7 ha in

2001 to 34 ha in 2020. During the last 10 years, the sown area per one agricultural holding

increased on average by 15.1 ha or by 79.9 %.

Comparing the results of the agricultural censuses of 2020, 2010 and 2001, there is a tendency

that the area of the cereal cropland is increasing in agricultural holdings growing cereals. In 2020,

on average, 37.6 ha of cereals were grown in one cereal growing agricultural holding or by

87.1 % more than in 2010 and 5.5 times more than in 2001.

On agricultural holdings growing industrial crops (winter and summer rapeseed, flax, medicinal

plants etc.), the area sown of these crops per agricultural holding decreased on average from

57.0 hectares in 2010 to 52.5 hectares in 2020. Compared to 2016, in 2020 the sown areas of

industrial crops per agricultural holding increased on average by 12.6 %. The area under

rapeseed have increased significantly: on average from 50.2 hectares in 2016 to 58.3 hectares in

2020 in one rapeseed growing agricultural holding.



Sown area on average per holding 

The results of the agricultural census show that large agricultural holdings are emerging that

specialize in breeding livestock. On July 1, 2020, there were 25 thousand agricultural holdings

breeding livestock. The number of cattle holdings has decreased twice from 35.1 thousand in

2010 to 16.3 thousand in 2020, but the herd size has increased 2.3 times - from 11.2 to 25.5

cattle on average per holding.

A similar trend is observed in the changes in the number of dairy cows and pigs on average in

one breeding holding: in 2020 there were 11.7 dairy cows and 41.6 pigs, which is twice as much

as in 2010. There is a strong specialization in laying hen farms, as 90 % of the total number of

laying hens is reared in large poultry holdings (0.1 % of all poultry holdings), where the number of

poultry exceeds 10 thousand. Other laying hen holdings had an average of 28.3 hens.

Number of livestock and poultry on average per holding 
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The agricultural census takes place every 10 years and provides detailed information on the

structure of agricultural holdings not only at the regional level, but also at the municipality and

parish level Three agricultural censuses have been conducted in Latvia since regaining

independence: in 2001, 2010 and 2020. Every three years between censuses the farm structure

surveys are carried out at regional level.

Detailed provisional results of the Agricultural Census 2020 will be available on the Official

statistics portal on December 17, 2021.
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[i] Economically active agricultural holding – holdings with utilised agricultural land (UAA) larger than 1 ha or

standard output more than EUR 70 regardless of the area, producing agricultural goods regardless of the

volume of production and type of their use, or preserving good agricultural and environmental conditions in the

soil.

A standard indicator characterizing the economic activity of an agricultural holding, i.e., value of products
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acquired from one hectare of agricultural crops or one livestock head (unit), estimated at prices of the

corresponding region and expressed in euro.

[ii] On holdings with areas under crops or livestock of the species concerned.
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