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PART I
List of Acronyms
AGA


Livestock Division

AGAL


Livestock Information, Sector Analysis and Policy Branch

AGN


Nutrition Division

AGRHYMET
Centre Regional de Formation et d'Application en Agrométéorologie et Hydrologie Opérationnelle

AOAD 
Arab Organization for Agricultural Development 
BARTH

German institute specialized in hops and beer
CCAMLR
Commission on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources

CECAF
Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic

CGIAR
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research
CIO
Chief Information Officer Division
CIRAD
Centre de Coopération Internationale en Recherche

CISSTAT

Official Statistics of the Commonwealth of Independent States 
COFI


FAO Committee on Fisheries

COFO


FAO Committee on Forestry

COMTRADE

UN Commodity Trade Statistics database

CountrySTAT
Web-based information technology system for food and agriculture statistics at the national and subnational levels

CPC


Central Product Classification

CPPS


Permanent Commission for the South Pacific

CWP


Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics

DAC


Development Assistance Committee

DAD-IS

Domestic Animal Diversity Information System

DAP


Diammonium Phosphate

DDI


Data Documentation Initiative

DES


Dietary Energy Supply

ECLAC

UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean

EEZ


Exclusive Economic Zone

EFTA


European Free Trade Association

ERS


(USDA) Economic Research Service

ESCAP
UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

ESS


Statistics Division

ESSD 


ESS Office of Director

ESSG


Global Statistics Service

ESSS


Country Statistics Service

EST


Trade and Markets Division

ESW


Gender, Equity and Rural Employment Division

EU


European Union

EUROSTAT

Statistical Office of the European Communities

FAO


Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

FAOR


FAO Representative

FAO-SPC

Secretariat of the Pacific Community

FAOSTAT

Corporate Database for Substantive Statistical Data (FAO)

FBS


Food Balance Sheet

FI


FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

FIDI


Fishery Information, Data and Statistics Unit (former)

FIES


Fisheries and Aquaculture Information and Statistics Service (former)
FIGIS


Fisheries Global Information System 

FIPS
Fishery and Aquaculture Statistics and Information Service

FISHSTAT

Fisheries Statistical working system

FIVIMS
Food Insecurity and Vulnerability Information and Mapping Systems

FO


FAO Forestry Department

FOED


FOE Office of Director

FOIM


Forest Assessment and Reporting Service

FOMR


Forest Resources Development Service

FORIS


Forest Resources Information System

FRA


Forest Resource Assessment

FSS


Food Security Statistics

GAUL


FAO Global Administrative Unit Layers dataset
GFCM


General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean

GIEWS
Global Information and Early Warning System

GIS


Geographic Information Systems

GLIMS
Global Livestock Impact Mapping System

GLIPHA

Global Livestock Production and Health Atlas

GLW


Gridded Livestock of the World 
GPS


Geo Positioning System

HS


Harmonized System

IATTC


Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission

ICAC


International Cotton Advisory Committee
ICAS


International Conference on Agriculture Statistics

ICCAT
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas

ICES


International Council for the Exploration of the Sea

ICT


Information and Communications Technology
IDWG


Inter-Departmental Working Group

IEE


Independent External Evaluation of FAO (2007)

IFAD


International Fund for Agriculture Development

IFPRI


International Food Policy Research Institute

IHSN


International Household Survey Network

IICA


Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture

ILO


International Labour Organization

IMF


International Monetary Fund

INFOODS

International Network of Food Data Systems

IOTC


Indian Ocean Tuna Commission

ISCO


International Standard Classification of Occupations

ISI


International Statistical Institute

ISIC


International Standard Industrial Classification

IT


Information Technology

ITMS


International Merchandise Trade Statistics
ITTO


International Tropical Timber Organization

IUCN


International Union for Conservation of Nature
IWC


International Whaling Commission

IWG.AGRI

Inter-secretariat Working Group on Agriculture Statistics

JRC


Joint Research Centre

KIDS-3g 

The third generation Key Indicator Data System technology
LCCS


Land Cover Classification System

LICHT


German institute specialized in sugar and sweeteners
LIFDC


Low-Income Food-Deficit Country

LSMS


Living Standards Measurement Study surveys

MAI


Mean annual increments

MDG


Millennium Development Goal

MOP


Muriate Of Potash

NACA


Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia and the Pacific

NAFO


Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization

NASS


USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 

NFP


National Forest Programme

NGO


Non-Governmental Organization

NRCE


Environmental Assessment and Management Unit (FAO)

NRL


Land and Water Division (FAO)

NRLA


Land Tenure and Management Unit (FAO)

NRLW


Water Development and Management Unit (FAO)

NSDS


National Strategic Development Plan

NSO


National Statistical Office

ODA


Official Development Assistance

OECD


Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development

OIE


Office International des Epizooties

OILWORLD
German association which prepares reports and collect statistics on                            oilseeds, oil and oilmeals
OIV


Organisation Internationale du Vin
OPEC


Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries

PARIS21

Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 21st Century

PDA


Personal Digital Assistant

PS&D


Production, Supply and Distribution Online of the USDA
RIGA


Rural Income Generating Activities

RECOFI

Regional Commission for Fisheries

RFMO


Regional Fisheries Management Organization

SCWG


Statistical Coordination Working Group

SDMX


Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange

SEAFO
Southeast Atlantic Fisheries Organization

SEAFDEC

Southeast Asia Fisheries Development Centre

SEAGA 

Socio-Economic and Gender Analysis

SITC


Standard International Trade Classification

SLC


Standard Local Currency

SOFA


The State of Food and Agriculture

SOFI


The State of Food Insecurity

SOFIA


The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture

SOFO


The State of the World’s Forests

SPRFMO

South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organization

SPSC


Statistical Programme Steering Committee

SQL


Structured Query Language

SUA


Supply/Utilisation Accounts

TA


Technical Assistance

TCDC


Technical Cooperation between Developing Countries

TCP


Technical Cooperation Programme

TERRASTAT

Soil and Terrain Database

TSP


Triple Superphosphate

UN


United Nations

UNCS


United Nations Cartographic Service 
UNDP


United Nations Development Programme

UNECE

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

UNEP


United Nations Environment Programme

UNESCO

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

UNFCCC

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

UNGA


United Nations General Assembly

UNICEF

United Nations Children’s Fund

UNPD


United Nations Population Division

UNSC


United Nations Security Council

UNSD


United Nations Statistics Division

USDA


United States Department of Agriculture

WAHIS

World Animal Health Information System 
WAICENT

World Agricultural Information Centre

WB


World Bank

WCA


World Programme for Census of Agriculture

WCO


World Customs Organization
WCPFC

Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission

WDI 


World Development Indicators (World Bank)

WFP


World Food Programme

WFP-INTERFAIS 
Food Aid Information System

WFS


World Food Summit
WHO


World Health Organization

WSSD


World Summit on Sustainable Development

WTO


World Trade Organization

XCBS


Commodity Balance Database

XML


eXtensible Markup Language
Preface
This is the first ever compilation of a FAO consolidated Statistical Programme of Work. It gives an overview of all ongoing main statistical activities as well as those planned for the biennium 2010/11 by the Statistics Division and all other FAO Divisions active in the field of statistics. The Programme provides detailed description of all the individual statistical activities under the following headings:
· Title of Statistical Activity

· Whether it is ongoing activity or if it is a new activity planned for 2010/11

· Division responsible for the activity

· Responsible officers and their affiliation
· Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience

· Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected)
· Frequency of data collection
· Frequency of data dissemination

· Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc)

· Process of validation, editing, verification

· Software used

· Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc)

The Statistical Programme of Work also gives details about the objectives which should be realized for the biennium, in particular as concerns implementing the recommendation of the 2008 Independent Evaluation of FAO’s Work in Statistics.  To this end important work will focus on reinforcing the internal FAO institutional and infrastructural setup for statistics with the view of getting more efficient tools to carry out statistical activities, improve the quality of FAO statistical products and their dissemination, increase the availability of statistics on the Web site, develop new publications and databases, establish better co-operation with other international organisations, and to foster a policy dialogue with national statistical authorities in member countries.

Among the tools for achieving the above is the creation of the Statistics Programme Steering Committee (SPSC) and the Statistical Coordination Working Group (SCWG) as was recommended by the Independent Evaluation.  These bodies have already initiated important work for enhancing coordination and harmonization of FAO’s decentralized statistical activities.  In this context the work on creating a FAO Data Warehouse is in the forefront and achievement of this work will be reported in the second FAO Statistical Programme of Work for the period 2012/13. 

The FAO Statistical Programme of Work has stakeholders worldwide both as providers and users of its statistical data, and as clients of its technical services. It presents the organization’s operational activities according to the different statistical categories and domains. The programme of work for each programme area can identify the various project directions and methods of work, project duration, expected outputs, resources and partners, and conferences and workshops planned. The programme of work is therefore an important tool for improving internal transparency and co-ordination, as well as external visibility of the total FAO Statistical System. It is also a useful instrument to achieve effective coordination with other international statistical programmes, avoiding duplication in meetings, data collection and methodological work, and stimulating joint efforts in many areas. 
Pietro Gennari

Director 

Statistics Division (ESS)

I.
Introduction

FAO’s mandate in statistics

FAO’s work on the collection and dissemination of statistical information on food and agriculture represents a core element of the Organization’s mandate. From its inception, the FAO has endeavoured to maintain the best possible capacity to process, validate, harmonize and analyze incoming data and generate accurate and timely information. Improving the quality, transparency and coverage of, as well as access to, FAO’s statistical data has been an important priority. A second, and no less critical priority, has been to enhance the capacity of national governments to develop and use their statistical systems.  This represents a great challenge to the organization as many countries lack basic statistical infrastructure. FAO’s work on statistical capacity building will therefore give, as was recommended by the Independent External Evaluation (IEE) of FAO, “considerably greater priority to the provision of basic data and statistics” and at the same time ensure that all statistical activities will heavily involve users. 

FAO departments and divisions active in statistics 

FAO’s work in the collection and dissemination of statistical information on food and agriculture covers almost all sectors from agriculture, livestock, forestry, fisheries to land and water. Major producers of statistical data are the Statistics Division (ESS); the Forest Assessment and Reporting Service (FOIM), the Statistics and Information Service (FIPS) of the Fisheries and Aquaculture Department , the Land Tenure and Management Unit (NRLA), the Water Development and Management Unit (NRLW), ESW for gender disaggregated data collection and analysis, NRCE for remote data gathering, AGAL for livestock data analysis. The Trade and Markets Division (EST) has a long tradition in statistical analysis of selected internationally traded commodities, the Livestock Division (AGA) maintains an extensive collection of livestock statistics in its Global Livestock Production and Health Atlas (GLIPHA), while the Nutrition Division (AGN) produces analytical statistics on nutritional indicators on a regular basis. The Chief Information Officer Division (CIO) provides the necessary IT expertise and services for the FAO Statistical System.
FAO's role in providing data on food production, markets and risks of food insecurity for early warning and forecasting purposes at regional, national and sub-national levels is another area, with statistical data being collected, processed and disseminated by FAO programmes such as the Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS).
Regional FAO statisticians and FAO Country Representatives are increasingly playing an important role in the statistical development and reporting activities between FAO and member countries. This involves, among other things, communication and feedback with countries on statistical reporting and/or capacity building, channelling questionnaires to appropriate Ministries/NSOs and verifying full completion of the questionnaire prior to transmission to FAO Headquarters. At the regional level, the Regional Statisticians are a critical link in an environment of heightened priority for Statistics within the FAO Programme, and key players in the re-orientation of the ESS approach to offering increased services to member countries.
One of the major roles is to be that of facilitator, mobilizing knowledge and resources from within FAO and other organizations and channelling it to member countries. A second major role, for which more field presence will  be needed, is to provide support for in-country capacity building, either through coordination of short term missions by experts in a particular field (e.g. agricultural censuses), or more long-term activities, funded through voluntary contributions, to assist the country in improving their national statistical system.
A recent development in some regional offices is the integration of statistical with analytical work in order to provide evidence-based advice on issues ranging from the impact of high food prices to monitoring food insecurity at the regional level.
Issues such as agro-environmental degradation, climate change, biological diversity, rising food prices, and poverty and hunger alleviation, are not simply individual country issues, but global issues. Addressing these global issues will demand a much different approach to the way statistics are collected/generated, disseminated, and shared among international organizations, research institutes, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and national governments.
FAO’s global role

FAO is recognized as having a fundamental global role in providing food and agriculture statistics as well as technical assistance services. More than 90% of the respondents to a questionnaire to the national statistical offices (NSOs), undertaken by the 2008 Independent Evaluation of FAO’s Statistical System, consider FAO the “best source of global statistics” for food and agriculture and the “organization with the best knowledge and experience to provide technical support and advice on matters relating to the collection of agricultural, forestry, and fisheries statistics”. While at the same time maintaining the collection, processing and dissemination of existing data series, there are increasing demands for new statistics and for integration of data and information to bring a broader body of evidence to bear on issues such as agriculture and environment, climate change, and bio-fuels.
Many institutions provide agricultural, forestry and fisheries data, including universities, the industry, private organizations and national governments. None, however, provide global statistics in such a wide range of areas as FAO. Heavy use is made of FAO databases internally within FAO itself to produce analysis, “state of” publications, and projections. FAO’s global statistics are quoted continuously.  They are also extensively used externally in global analysis by academics, research institutions, governments, the private sector and NGOs.
Coordination of FAOs statistical activities

A decentralized statistical system such as that of FAO requires a structured system of governance, management, and coordination focused on development of a Corporate Strategy, a process for setting priorities across the Statistical System, and a coordinating mechanism for monitoring implementation of the Strategy. Again following the recommendations of the 2008 Independent Evaluation, a Statistics Programme Steering Committee (SPSC), as the overarching governing body for the FAO Statistics Programme has been established as well as a Statistics Coordination Working Group (SCWG).
The SCWG, with representation from each of the statistics and data systems units, has been established and meets on a regular basis to exchange information on statistical and data gathering activities across the Organization and to coordinate potential joint efforts in technical support, questionnaire development, and the harmonization of standards, classifications, methodology, and quality of information. 

Coordination of Information System Development and Data Management activities

As highlighted in the Root and Branch Review and the Internal Audit reports on FAOSTAT and IT Governance, a major Organizational objective within the biennium is to achieve a significant de-duplication and de-fragmentation of information system solutions and data among the various departmental systems. The development of an over-arching Information System and Data Architecture will provide the framework for developing systems and data sets that are better integrated, with improved flexible and that are more sustainable. 

Like other information systems initiatives all statistical information systems will be done in accordance with the IT governance process which is distinct from the statistical governance process. In response to the Root and Branch Review, ODG Review and Internal Audit recommendations the IT governance process will be improved in this biennium. 
There are several CIO coordinated IT initiatives that are extremely relevant to the realization of the statistical programme of work:

· Information systems support of the current FAOSTAT solution including FAOSTAT temporary.

· Support and development of KIDS, a software framework to collect, reference, visualise, exchange and disseminate statistical, survey and indicator data. Visualization is possible through tables, mapping, raster images and graphs.

Furthermore the following CapEx projects foreseen in the Medium Term Plan 2010-2013 and Programme of Work and Budget 2010-11 are extremely relevant:

· Corporate Data Repository for Technical information - Improved data availability, sharing and integration of the interdisciplinary substantive quantitative data of the Organization and the rapid delivery of applications through the establishment of a reliable, robust, secure and scalable organizational corporate data repository.
· FAO Statistics Data Warehouse - Improved availability, integration and quality of time series statistical information within the Organization through the establishment of a data warehouse for time series statistics within the corporate technical data repository.
· Time Series Statistical Working System - Improve the collection and processing of national time series statistics by coordinating the development of a corporate quality frame work for agriculture, forestry and fisheries statistics; and implementation of a statistical working system for ESS that supports the framework.
Partnerships and cooperation with other international organizations

In the area of statistics, FAO collaborates and partners with many other organizations. For example, ESS made a significant contribution to the agricultural statistics community in the work it did to develop a new and harmonized classification system for food and agriculture, which will be the basis for negotiations on new classifications by the UN Statistical Commission. There are several examples of FAO’s long-term collaboration and partnering in data collection, compilation, and dissemination activities, as well.
Such collaboration and long-term partnerships are particularly important for fishery statistics for which FAO coordinates its statistical programme with the 14 regional and other fishery organizations. For forestry, FAO is involved in a long-term beneficial partnership with other organizations (DG-Eurostat, ITTO, UNECE) for the collection of statistics through a Joint Questionnaire. Another successful partnership in data collection in which FAO plays an important role concerns international agricultural (fisheries, forestry) product trade statistics for the COMTRADE database, produced jointly with UNSD, DG-Eurostat and OECD. These are examples of long-term beneficial partnerships where all parties gain, including reduced response burden for member countries. They are also examples of FAO visibility in the international statistics community, particularly at the working level. 

FAO has also important partnership with PARIS21, The African Development Bank as well as with advanced national statistical offices for joint efforts in statistical capacity building in developing countries.
II.
Structure of the presentation of the FAO Statistical Programme of Work
Part II of the present Statistical Programme of Work offers a more detailed description of the individual statistical activities, highlighting their purpose, objectives, outputs, publications and databases produced.  The activities in Part II are arranged under the headings of the responsible departments and divisions.  A further classification of the activities concerns the character of the particular activity with respect to the following four categories:

I.
Statistical methodology

II.
Data collection and dissemination

III.
Statistical capacity building, including meetings and working groups

IV.
Statistical analysis of socio-economic or technical issues
It should of course be noted that one and the same activity could cover more than one of these categories although it is recorded only in the predominant one.
Statistical Coordination and Harmonization is another category of statistical activities, which is especially essential in a decentralized statistical system such as that of FAO.  These activities are described under the heading Interdepartmental Statistical Activities.
The statistical activities are reported following a uniform format.  It facilitates the presentation of a wide range of activities but might not be optimal for each and everyone of the activities.  In many cases references are therefore given to internet addresses or reports where more detailed information can be found.
For each activity it is also indicated whether it is an ongoing activity or if it is a new activity planned for the biennium 2010/11. To this end it can be noted that the vast majority of the activities are on-going ones, often initiated a long time ago.

III.
Summary of FAO statistical activities by departments and 
divisions

III.1
Core statistical activities
FAO’s statistical activities span over a very wide range of subject areas, not only in the obvious areas of areas of agriculture, forestry and fisheries but also in land and water use, climate, environment, population, gender, nutrition, poverty, rural development, education, health (for both humans and animals) and many other areas. 
FAO is recognized as a global leader in statistics on agriculture, fishery, aquaculture, forestry, land and water use and resources as well as in several related areas, providing competent and comprehensive statistical services to member countries. 
FAO’s core statistical activities can be summarized under the following categories subject-matter areas:

(i) Statistical methodology and technical assistance for their implementation
· Measuring food consumption, food security, calculations of nutritional factors and undernourishment as well as early warnings on food shortages;
· Classifications of agriculture, fishery and forestry products and land cover and use;
· Agriculture census.

(ii) World wide data collection – with a periodicity that varies from every 5 to 10 years to annual data and to short term statistics or so called “flash statistics” on monthly/weekly or even daily basis – on:
· Production and foreign trade on agriculture, fishery, aquaculture and forestry;
· Resources for agriculture, fishery, aquaculture and forestry production: statistics on fertilizers, pesticides, agriculture machinery, fishing fleet, forestry assessment, selected statistics on capital stock, government expenditure on agriculture and official Development Assistance to Agriculture;
· Prices and price indices on agriculture products and resources for agriculture;
· Supply Utilization Accounts and Food Balance Sheets for a large a large number of product aggregates;
· Forestry assessment;
· Land and water use and resources;
· Climate and agro-environmental statistics;
· Livestock, animal health and biodiversity;
· Poverty and rural development statistics;
· Gender and rural development.

(iii) Assistance for statistical capacity building in the above areas
· FAO has a long experience in providing statistical support to developing countries. In the last ten year, well over 100 field projects have been carried out, with agriculture census being the most commonly supported.  In a NSO Survey carried out by the 2008 Independent Evaluation one-quarter of the countries indicated a need for statistical support of Agriculture and Livestock Surveys and said FAO was responding, either alone or with others. Just under one-third of the respondents indicated that FAO was involved (either alone or with others) in providing assistance for Agricultural Census and Survey activities. It was also indicated that FAO continues to be responsive to Member Country needs.
· Overall, FAO received relatively high marks for the quality of service and technical assistance, with 80% of responses indicating that FAO’s work resulted in strengthening of permanent capacity in Agriculture and Livestock statistical capacity, and 87% responding that FAO’s contribution did result in significant strengthening of Agriculture Census and Survey capacity in Member Countries.
FAO is the main supplier of global basic statistics on the above-mentioned areas.  On the top of that, FAO is also proving a large number of statistical indicators based on, besides the above-mentioned in-house produced data, imported data from other organizations, such as population (UNPD), employment (ILO) and a whole range of macro-economic data (IMF, World Bank etc.).

III.2
Emerging statistical needs
Besides traditional statistics on agriculture, fishery, aquaculture and forestry FAO also addresses many of the emerging issues on agro-environmental degradation, climate change, biological diversity, rising food prices, and poverty and hunger alleviation, which increasingly are becoming global issues. FAO is aware of the fact that addressing these global issues will demand a much different approach to the way statistics are collected/generated, disseminated, and shared among international organizations, research institutes, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and national governments.
FAO is also paying increasing attention to geo-spatial data and remote sensing information that can potentially bring new dimensions to data on agriculture, forestry and fisheries. There is the capability to acquire more sub-national details, important for issues like poverty, hunger, and economic livelihoods, but also the opportunity to look beyond national boundaries, for example to watersheds and river basins, important to climate change and various global resource scarcity issues. 

As for gender statistics, the overall goal of the FAO is to improve the use of gender and rural population factors in agricultural statistics. 

Household food consumption/food intake is identified as another priority area by many users of FAO statistics.  It is a data need that goes directly to the broader issue of food insecurity. FAO is using available household consumption survey data to develop indicators of food and nutritional intake by households, according to age, sex, level of household income, and other qualifiers. This is an exercise to develop and refine useful indicators for FAO’s work in poverty, hunger, and food insecurity. 

Also tied to the issue of food insecurity, is a growing need for detailed sub-national data on rural populations and households. It is critical to a country’s ability to assess the economic livelihood of agricultural households and to address poverty and hunger issues at the sub-national level. 

Agro-environment and climate change are identified as issues by many users for which there is an increasing need of data. FAO has several databases on land and water, and major initiatives on forestry and fisheries resource assessments, which are important integrating variables in the agro-environment and climate change areas. Focusing on those variables allows consideration of issues that cut across the agriculture, forestry, and fishery data domains and respond to calls for monitoring implementation of the UN MDG on environmental sustainability.
Water availability and use is a critical integrating data set for FAO. Agriculture is one of the most significant users of water. Like land, water is a critical integrating variable, cutting across agriculture, forestry, and fisheries, and essential for addressing many of the global issues such as environmental degradation, climate change, bio-diversity, and food insecurity which are part of the FAO mandate. Geo-spatial technologies have allowed a greater integration of data domains across the land variable.

How is the service of FAO’s statistical system appreciated among external users and stakeholders? In the Independent Evaluation that was carried out in 2008 over 40% of respondents perceived that FAO is the better, or the only source for data they need for their work. Several users and stakeholders consider that FAO is the only place to go for global coverage of Food Balance Sheets, Crop and Livestock Production, and Fish Production. One overall conclusion from the survey results was that there is heavy dependence on FAO for agriculture, forestry and fisheries data. 
III.3
Brief summary of activities by FAO departments
Each of FAO’s main statistical activities is summarized below in one or two paragraphs.  This will be followed by detailed descriptions of each activity in part II of the Statistical Programme.
Inter-departmental statistical activities
Based on recommendations of the 2008 Independent Evaluation of FAO’s Role and Work in Statistics, ESS has taken lead for setting a participatory process to establish a governance mechanism for and ensure the efficient functioning of the FAO statistical system. 
A Statistical Programme Steering Committee (SPSC) and a Statistics Coordination Working Group (SCWG) have been created at directors’ level and at operational level, respectively, to promote inter-divisional cooperation and coordination, as well as consistency in statistical practices and development across FAO. ESS is providing the Secretariat of the two groups that include 15 divisions from 6 different departments.

The SCWG implements strategic orientation and priorities through smaller Task Teams. Operational Task Teams in 2010-2011 will focus on setting up and monitoring a Statistics Program of Work, develop jointly with the CIO Division, a corporate Statistical Data Warehouse to give access to all FAO statistical databases and datasets from one source, implement jointly with the CIO Division  a new Working System for FAOSTAT datasets, develop a Metadata Template that divisions will progressively adopt in view of the necessary metadata standardization for the Data Warehouse; standardization of the Flag Systems and Units of Measurement; coordinate and harmonize Classifications; identify two pilot case-studies of overlapping activities or duplicated series and optimize the related processes.
Agriculture and consumer protection department (AG)
ANIMAL PRODUCTION AND HEALTH DIVISION (AGA):
Global livestock impact mapping system (GLIMS). With a view to making available reliable and detailed information on the livestock sector for planning, monitoring and impact assessment AGA has, over the last 5-6 years, developed the Global Livestock Impact Mapping System (GLIMS). It provides a repository for sub-national data pertaining to the livestock sector, and produces and distributes, through various channels and formats, a number of public products.
Statistical data cover the following topics: Land, Human Demographics, Poverty, Livestock Population, Livestock Products, Health, Trade, Food Supply and Production Indices.  Data sets now include sub-national statistics on 125 countries dating from 1980 to the present. 

Domestic animal diversity. The Global Databank for Animal Genetic Resources builds the backbone of the Domestic Animal Diversity Information System - DAD-IS. More than 14000 national breed populations representing 181 countries, 37 species and more than 7000 separate breeds are recorded.  Reports on the status and trends of animal genetic resources are requested by the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture every 2 years.
PLANT PRODUCTION AND PROTECTION DIVISION (AGP):
Fertilizer Prices. Compilation of major fertilizer prices (international f.o.b. price of Diammonium phosphate (DAP), Muriate of potash (MOP), Triple superphosphate (TSP) and urea fertilizers from data published in Fertilizer Market Bulletin and Fertilizer Week.
The Desert Locust Information Service (DLIS) of the Locust Group is monitoring of environmental conditions and Desert Locust situation in Africa, Near East and South West Asia and provided bases on the information received from the national Desert Locust Units accurate and timely early warning, Forecasts, alerts and situation bulletins to countries and other interested partners. The technologies used in facilitating these services are eLocust2, eLocust2Mapper, RAMSES and SWARMS GIS systems.

NUTRITION & CONSUMER PROTECTION DIVISION (AGN):
Food composition database of food biodiversity.  The database is being developed (or compiled with data) since 2009. It is a collection of food composition data from the scientific literature and other sources counting for the Nutrition Indicator for Biodiversity - 1. Food composition. The standards used are the INFOODS component identifiers and Standards for food composition data interchange. Once it is available on the INFOODS website, it is expected to be useful for users and compilers of food composition databases, nutritionists, professionals in agriculture, health, trade and food industry.
Analysis and reporting of nutrition data. Data from multiple sources are compiled and used for developing the Nutrition Country Profiles which are comprehensive analyses of the food and nutrition situation of countries: the NCPs are available on the AGN and FIVIMS websites. 

Nutrition survey data are analyzed on an ad-hoc basis: individual intake survey, household budget surveys (food consumption data), surveys on anthropometry, dietary diversity and food security - some reports are on the website (see EC/FAO website), others are disseminated to a specialist audience.

Nutrition expertise for FAOSTAT and SOFI : where resources are made available, AGN will provide advice on nutrient values, parameters and methodologies related to food, anthropometry and energy/nutrient requirements, to improve or update the FAOSTAT and SOFI data.
Economic and social development department (ES)

AGRICOLTURAL DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS DIVISION (ESA):
Rural income generating activities (RIGA) project. The RIGA project has developed a comprehensive methodology to produce cross-country comparable income aggregates and household characteristics variables, using multi-topic household surveys such as Living Standards Measurement Study (LSMS) surveys from developing countries. 

The income aggregates are obtained from all the income information available in these surveys, such as: crop and livestock production and sales; income from self-employment and wage-employment activities; transfers such as remittances and social assistance; income from land rental; and other income sources.  Income data is constructed at the household level for both farm and non-farm activities.  At the individual level, income aggregates are generated for wage employment.  Finally, the income data is supplemented with a comprehensive set of household and individual-level characteristics, also constructed in a methodologically consistent manner, that describe human, natural, physical, social and public capital ownership and which serve for both descriptive and empirical analyses of the income data.
Global perspective studies. National and geo-referenced data are collected from many sources and standardized and converted to conform to the commodity classification used in “World Agriculture: Towards 20xx” (AT20XX) studies. The data (including ‘guesstimates’) and projections are submitted to technical experts in nearly all technical Divisions within FAO for validation.

STATISTICS DIVISION (ESS):
Handbook on classifications for agriculture. This Handbook will put together several important classifications used in agricultural statistics, which were proposed by FAO in the last three to four years to the concerned international organizations and statistical communities, and have been accepted as part of the latest updated versions of related international classification systems, such as ISIC, CPC, ISCO, and HS.
The Handbook is proposed to consist of six chapters: Activity/industrial Classification, Product & Commodity Classification, Crop Classification, Occupation Classification, Land Classification and Country Group Classification.
Draft handbook on use of geo-positioning devices (GPS, PDAS) for measuring crop area (FAO/WFP/JRC/CIRAD). In the context of small subsistence farming with farmers not using standard units of measurement, the objective method recommended by FAO has been the use of tapes, compasses and programmable calculators to physically measure the plots in the field. This method has been used since the early 1980’s but has proven to be, costly and time-consuming undertaking. The investigators have to be well trained on surveying techniques and on the proper use of the necessary equipment. The shape of the fields, especially in developing countries is not always polygonal but often a curvilinear closed figure, which has to be reduced to a polygon, with a small number of sides (e.g. less than 20), of an equivalent area. 
The purpose of this handbook is to provide a basis and practical guidance to agricultural survey statisticians on alternative use by new geo-positioning equipment  (GPS/PDA equipments) in replacement of tapes and compasses. Empirical studies conducted by FAO and other institutions show that the new equipment can be used more easily, reducing time and cost with no significant loss in accuracy. This has been a recurrent recommendation from Sessions of the African Commission on Agricultural Statistics.

Secretariat and custodian to the output of the Wye City Group on rural development statistics and agricultural household income. The Wye City Group was constituted as a UNSD so-called “City Group” with a mandate to revise and update the UNECE/ FAO/OECD/Eurostat Handbook on Rural Households’ Livelihood and Well-being: Statistics on Rural Development and Agriculture Household Income with a focus on developing countries issues. 

The work consists mainly of methodological research and compilations of best practices. The Group is striving to compile a set of concepts and definitions as well as a set of core indicators on which countries can draw upon. ESS has a coordination and supervision role in the drafting process and will contribute directly to selected sections of the manual.

Methodological review of World Programme of Census for Agriculture (WCA) 2000.  This is a new project for the biennium.  It will provide a review of censuses of 114 countries which carried out an agricultural census during 1996-2005. Target audience is census planners. The output of the project will also have examples of lessons learnt and good practices.

Agricultural production. The methodology adopted by ESS in the production domain is reported in Publications like “ Definition and classification of commodities” and  “The ICS users manual” or on the Divisional web site (Crops: concepts, definition & classification, livestock: concepts, definitions & classification, problems in compiling internationally comparable agricultural statistics).

Data are collected from annual production questionnaires sent to the countries, from national publications (Yearbooks, pocket books and monthly bulletins) available in the Library, from regular visits to the national statistical office and international organizations, web sites, from country visits of ESS officers, from international commodities institutes/associations.

Data on agriculture production is also collected by EST, see below.
International merchandise trade of food and agriculture products. Statistical methodology is based on International Merchandise Trade Statistics (ITMS), ITMS’s compiler manuals and supplement, FAO methodology of food and agriculture accounts and FAO methodology on TINs’ estimations. While data input can be expressed in HS, SITC, international or national country classification; the data output is expressed in FAO item list; FAO item aggregates; FAO country lists; FAO country aggregates;

Data which are collected in cooperation with UNSD, Eurostat and the OECD are disseminated twice a year. 

Data on trade are also collected by EST, see below.
Producer prices of agriculture commodities.  Data, which are mainly collected by questionnaires from relevant national statistical offices, focus on national average prices received by farmers at the farm-gate or the first point of sale. In cases where prices data are not reported by a country, imputation of non-available (missing) data is undertaken especially for products which are locally produced by the country. The dissemination is done mainly through FAOSTAT and organized in time series in local currency units and in Standard Local Currency (SLC) and US dollar equivalent.
 

In addition, the Statistics Division also requests countries to provide data on: Administered prices; Producer price index (agriculture); Wholesale price index (agriculture, non-agriculture and total); Consumer price index (food, non-food and total); and Exchange rate (US$) (market rate and official rate). The above information, however, is currently not disseminated. 

It should be noted that extensive collection prices on agriculture products are also collected by EST, see below.
Agricultural resources: land use, machinery and equipment, pesticides consumption, fertilizers: This activity covers collection of information on (i) the different land use categories, (ii) quantity in use, production, imports and exports of various agriculture machinery equipment categories, (iii) pesticides consumption; and (iv) production, domestic availability, utilization and prices for the major plant nutrients. 

It should be noted that AGPC also collects international market prices (f.o.b.) and price index for major fertilizer products aggregates. 
Official development assistance (ODA), government expenditure in agriculture and capital stock in agriculture. This activity covers information on commitments from Development Assistance Committee (DAC), OPEC (bilateral and multilateral), the World Bank, the Asian Regional Development Bank, the African Regional Development Bank, UNDP, FAO, CGIAR and IFAD. The term “Agriculture” is used in broad sense to cover agriculture, forestry, fisheries, land & water, agro-industries, environment, manufacturing of agricultural inputs & machineries, regional & river development and rural development. 
The Capital Stock in Agriculture database is developed using the FAO Statistics Division physical data on livestock, tractors, irrigated land and land under permanent crops for assessing the total Investment in Agriculture by country. The average prices for the year 1995 have been used as a base to measure capital stock in agriculture. 
Government expenditure in agriculture refers to all “non repayable payments” whether capital or current, requited or not by governments. The Statistics Division of FAO has the responsibility to establish a tracking system for monitoring the allocation of 10% of the national budget to agriculture and rural development as well as for assessing investments in agricultural and rural development.
Supply utilization accounts and food balance sheet. Data collection of all agricultural commodities covers Production (area/production of crops, livestock products), Trade, Consumption and Utilization (feed, seed, waste, other utilization, food). Data are disseminated by FAOSTAT.

Extensive country food balance sheets are also produced by EST, see below.

Collection, standardization, summarization of data and metadata from reports of agricultural censuses undertaken by countries. Variables relate to structure of agriculture and change from country to country. This is an ongoing activity of ESS but for a specific country it is decadal. The Agriculture Census website is regularly updated with census data. 
Agricultural population estimates. Data for population are obtained from the UN population Division while data of economically active population are obtained from the ILO from which estimation of agricultural population data sets are made.

Food security: household survey programme. This activity provides capacity building to member countries for deriving food security statistics from the most recent national household income and expenditure surveys (NHIES).  It also makes available country food consumption data for the reconciliation with food balance sheets data.

Development and maintenance and updating of the food security statistics on the web. The Food Security Statistics webpage (FSS) include a collection of data related to Food Security by country and by regions using various grouping criteria. The collection relates to food deprivation (number and prevalence of undernourished, depth of undernourishment), food needs (Minimum Dietary Energy Requirements - MDER), Food supply for humans (Dietary Energy Supply-DES), and others such us Production Index Numbers, Gini coefficient, Child undernutrition, child mortality, population by age/sex, etc.
Data are extracted either from FAOSTAT or other International databank (UNICEF, WHO, World Bank). In addition it includes a number of documents related to the subject and a number of useful links.
Global monitoring of undernourishment. This activity updates development and implementation of the FAO methodology for estimating and monitoring undernourishment for MDG and WFS targets on hunger reduction. Number and prevalence of undernourished, data are calculated from 1990-92 to the most recent year for which DES is available 3-year average periods.

Data dissemination: FAOSTAT, FAO statistical yearbook, ESS website. FAOSTAT disseminates the following domains: production, trade, FBS/SUA, food supply, food security, prices, fertilizers, pesticides, agriculture machinery, labour, land, water and population as well as various forestry data sets.

CountrySTAT. CountrySTAT is a tool for raising national and regional capacity to collect, analyse and disseminate food and agricultural statistics, and at the same time to increase national ownership of the data. It will upgrade the statistical component of FAOSTAT, as the primary source of food security data, from collection through to dissemination. CountrySTAT and FAOSTAT will be linked using SDMX.
The purpose of the project is to provide a framework, a tool and an environment for constructing affordable and sustainable food and agriculture statistics databases in 17 Sub-Saharan Countries in Africa. 
Technical support to agricultural censuses and surveys of countries. Backstopping projects related to agricultural census and surveys with a view to providing methodological support to countries.
FAO/OEA-CIE/IICA Working Group on agricultural and livestock statistics for Latin America and the Caribbean (26th session). Statutory Body meeting on agricultural and livestock statistics for Latin America and the Caribbean.
International advisory group on FAO statistics. Advice by International Experts on FAO statistics programmes and statistical standards.
Study group on food and agricultural statistics in Europe (29th session). Statutory Body meeting on food and agricultural statistics for Europe.
Implementation plan for Africa of the global strategy for improving agricultural and rural statistics. In order to address a declining trend in the availability and quality of agricultural statistics in many developing countries, a global initiative at international level has been launched to develop a global strategy under the auspices of the United Nations Statistical Commission which aims to provide the framework and methodology that will lead to the improvement of national and international food and agricultural statistics (including forestry, fisheries and aquaculture). It identifies the key issues and challenges for agricultural statistics, establishes a core set of statistics that are comparable and relevant, and provides methodologies to measure them under a framework to integrate agricultural and rural statistics into the national and international statistical system. It provides a model to integrate the overlapping data requirements from other sectors, and addresses the need to improve statistical capacity. A key element is the effective integration of agriculture into the national statistical system. The Global Strategy is to be followed by an Implementation Plan.
FAO/PARIS21 Guidelines on mainstreaming agricultural statistics into national strategy for development of statistics. The analysis of the National Strategies for Development of Statistics done by PARIS21 reveals that in many countries, the Agricultural sector is poorly covered for many reasons. This guidelines aim at assisting countries in mainstreaming Agricultural Statistics in their NSDS. The guidelines will be prepared jointly by FAO and PARIS21.
FAO/Paris21 Regional workshop on use of IHSN toolkit to document agricultural censuses. The purpose of the Regional Workshops will be to train the national staff involved in the implementation the World Programme for Census of Agriculture 2010 and agricultural surveys in the use of IHSN toolkit to document agricultural censuses and surveys. This toolkit, which is based on the international standards in terms of metadata and the data documentation initiative (DDI), has been successfully used by the IHSN to document Household Surveys in more than 100 countries around the world. The Data Documentation Initiative is an international effort to establish a standard for technical documentation describing data with specifications written in XML.
Two regional workshops on sampling for agricultural surveys and censuses for (i) 16 English speaking countries in Africa and (ii) for Caribbean countries. The purpose of the Regional Workshops will be to upgrade the technical knowledge and skills of national staff involved in the implementation of the new World Programme for Census of Agriculture 2010 and agricultural surveys. The modular approach recommended in the World Programme for Census of Agriculture 2010 implies intensive use of sampling for thematic modules in addition to the core module which is to be covered through complete enumeration.
Field projects. The field projects of ESS cover a wide range of subjects and countries. The majority of the projects focus on assistance to preparation and conduct of agricultural census and establishment of a permanent system for agricultural system. But there are other subjects such as support to food security information system, establishment of an Observatory on Agricultural and Rural Development, CountrySTAT systems, Supply Utilization Accounts and Food balance Sheets, etc. The countries are mainly in Africa, Asia/Pacific, Latin America/Caribbean, Europe/Central Asia.

TRADE AND MARKET DIVISION (EST):
Annual country supply and utilization balance sheets. The EST produces annual country supply and utilization balance sheets, through collection of reported data from official and unofficial sources and/or estimation/forecasting of own values where necessary, for the following product categories: Banana and citrus, cereals, dairy country products, tropical fruits, hides and skins, jute and hard fibres, meat, oilseeds, sugar and tea.
Data are collected for the following variables, when relevant for the particular product category, and the time series starts from 1980: Animal Inventories, Slaughterings, Area harvested, Yield, Production Quantity, Imports, Live Imports, Exports, Live Exports, Closing Stocks. When relevant the balance sheets also cover variables such as Food Aid, Food Use, Feed Use, Other Uses, Seed Crushing Rates, oil and Meat Extraction for Trade and Domestic Use, protein contents, Government Stocks and Population. 

FAO food price index and FAO commodity price indices. This activity includes the calculation of monthly price indices for basic food commodities based on representative world (export) prices of those commodities. There are two types of indices: (i) The FAO Food Price Index: a measure of the monthly change in international prices of a basket of food commodities, and (ii) the FAO Food Commodity Price Indices: show changes in monthly international prices of major food commodities.

International agricultural commodity prices. Collection of export prices of the major agricultural commodities traded internationally to provide a reference database including latest prices required for EST global/regional food situation monitoring and trade and market studies. Prices are also published on the web as a useful “one-stop” resource to governments and the international community at large.

Daily and weekly prices of major internationally traded commodities (about 40). Times series starts from 1980 but varies greatly according to commodity.
Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS) national food prices database. Collection of basic food commodity prices in selected markets for selected countries (mostly LIFDC). This activity is primarily being undertaken to allow analysis of latest basic food prices and short to medium-term price trends to be included in GIEWS food security monitoring and early warning activities. The price data system offers the possibility to convert values to USD/tonne or kg or to convert NOMINAL prices to REAL prices.
Monthly price values are collected. As of December 2009, 68 countries were included in the dataset, mostly Low-Income Food-Deficit Countries (LIFDC).  As of December 2009, 54 different food commodities were included in the database but coverage varies greatly according to country. Time series spans from 1990 to current month but start date varies greatly according to country/commodity.

Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS) food aid shipments/deliveries database. Monitoring of food aid shipments/deliveries and commercial trade data in the Low-Income Food-Deficit Countries. The food aid data comes direct from the World Food Programme (WFP) INTERFAIS database. EST does not modify it but put it in EST’s own database for the purpose of reporting according to EST’s own specific needs i.e. by individual country market year when necessary and with all products in grain equivalent. The INTERFAIS data is complimented with commercial trade data from the CCBS database to permit the analysis of the LIFDC countries’ actual import positions in the current year (i.e. total import requirements vis-à-vis commercial purchases and food aid).
The database contains quantities of food aid shipped/delivered. Series runs from 1988 onwards. Individual records have shipment & delivery date fields to nearest day but data is normally reported aggregated to calendar or marketing year.
GENDER, EQUITY AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT DIVISION (ESW):
Sex-disaggregated retabulation of existing agricultural and rural data sources for gender analysis. Existing agricultural/rural censuses and survey questionnaires are reviewed, sex-disaggregated tabulation plans are developed and sex-disaggregated tables are produced by national statistics offices for gender analysis. Results are now being reported in Gender statistical profile reports of the agricultural sector of the participating country.  

Type of data re-tabulated varies according to the situation. Data items broadly fall under the Data Items categories recommended by the Agri-Gender Data Base: Agricultural population and households, Access to productive resources, Production and productivity, Destination of agricultural produce, Labour and time-use, Income and expenditures, Membership of agricultural/farmer organizations, Food security and Poverty indicators.

Gender and land rights database. Data collection and validation on gender and land. Information uploaded in the online database Gender and Land Rights.  The following variables are covered: Total number of agricultural holdings, Women holders, Number of holdings under co-ownership, Holdings under common property, Rural households headed by women and Gini concentration index.
Production of technical guidelines and training materials for gender and statistics to support data production and use.  These materials include technical handbooks and manuals, dissemination materials training packages and other resource materials. Technical handbooks and manuals include: Guidelines for the Improvement of Statistics on Women, Statistics and Gender. Agricultural Censuses, Filling the Data Gap: Gender-Sensitive Statistics for Agricultural Development, Agricultural Censuses and Gender Considerations: Concepts and Methodology, ESW-SEAGA training package, “Gender-Disaggregated Data for Agriculture and Rural Development. Guide for Facilitators” and Guidelines for use of the Agri-Gender Data Base.
Capacity building in sex-disaggregated data for agricultural and rural development. Builds capacity in Gender and Agricultural Statistics through training of national producers and users of agricultural statistics in the importance, production, analysis and use of sex-disaggregated data from agricultural and rural censuses and surveys to support agricultural and rural policy formulation and implementation. 

The current version of the FAO training package in gender statistics is entitled, “Gender-Disaggregated Data for Agriculture and Rural Development. Guide for Facilitators”. 
Technical support to agricultural censuses/surveys in gender.ESW provides technical support in Gender to national agricultural statistics systems largely within the framework of WCA, most often as a component of Technical Cooperation projects (TCP) to assist in the preparation of agricultural censuses. This assistance may include identification of a national gender consultant; preparation of a paper highlighting the availability of and need for gender disaggregated data in that specific country; preparation of a gender statistics component for the overall enumerator training, introduction of gender aspects into the general information campaign on the data collection exercise; review for gender biases of questionnaires, sampling framework and definitions used, facilitation of contacts between statisticians and “gender planners”, preparation of plan of tables and review of final publications and distribution plan.
Fisheries and aquaculture department (FI)

POLICY AND ECONOMICS DIVISION (FIP):
Revise nutrition factors to improve FBS estimation. Revise the nutritional factors in order to split between “tunas/tuna like species” and “other pelagics” as well as “freshwater” and “diadromous” and implement into the Food Balance Sheet estimation to better reflect the actual contribution of different groups to food and nutrient. 
Rehabilitation of fleet statistics. Rebuild fleet statistics that were suspended for dissemination since 1998 due to data consistency and reliability problems. Tasks include re-defining the target statistics, development of new methodology with additional data sources, and re-estimation of historical data. 
Development of an integrated dissemination system of global capture statistics.
Development of the system to allow dissemination and data retrieval of various capture statistics that are maintained by regional agencies  from one place using harmonized formats and codes. Separation between catch taken within and outside of Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) would be embedded corresponding to the United Nations General Assembly recommendation to FAO. Data will include catch by species, area and year.
Preparation of annual fishery statistics. Collection, collation and dissemination of FAO annual fishery statistics which contains capture production and aquaculture production by species, country, and area, import, export and production in quantity and value by commodity and country, employments, and apparent food consumption of fish and fishery/aquaculture products.  
Preparation of annual capture statistics on behalf of FAO Fishery Regional Bodies and partnerships for data exchange and comparison with non-FAO Regional Bodies. FIPS takes care of the annual updating of capture production databases on behalf of two FAO Regional Fishery Bodies (i.e. CECAF and RECOFI) and for the Southeast Atlantic fishing area in collaboration with SEAFO. In addition, FIPS has established partnerships for capture data exchange and comparison with non-FAO Regional Fishery Bodies and other international organizations in various degrees of collaborations (e.g. service of questionnaire dispatch, data sharing, and regular data exchange and comparisons). The existing partners include CCAMLR, CPPS, GFCM, IATTC, ICCAT, ICES, IOTC, IUCN, IWC, NAFO, SEAFDEC, and WCPFC. In this biennium it is planned to initiate collaboration with SPRFMO, which seems promising to mutually improve the coverage of catch statistics in the South Pacific high seas.
GLOBEFISH commodity analysis for all major commercial species. Data extraction from national trade statistics, tables prepared by major commodities and major trading partners, information (monthly) on fish price information, construction of price series, analysis of information, forecast of trends. Target audience are governments and private industry.
Review and revision of FAO fishery and aquaculture data collection including amendment in questionnaires.  Review the current fishery and aquaculture data collection systems and revise questionnaires if necessary, with special attention on two points: one for aquaculture production to reflect the new data collection standard agreed by the Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP), and the other for capture production in order to collect production in value and other socio-economic information. 
Upgrading FISH STAT (FAO fisheries statistics dissemination software). Upgrading the existing standalone dissemination software of fishery and aquaculture statistics to be functional without constraint of platform. It will cover all fishery and aquaculture statistics maintained by FIPS. The first targeted release includes production as well as trade and commodities statistics. Food balance sheet information would be the target for the second phase. 
Rehabilitation of historical series of commodity and trade statistics (i.e. 1950-1975).  Rebuild fish and fishery commodity and trade statistics for 1950-1975 through careful retrieval, analyses and estimation based on existing questionnaires, historical records and other information. Data will be created for imports and exports in quantity and values by commodities, country and year.
FAO strategy for improving information on status and trends of capture fisheries/ strategy and outline plan for improving information on status and trends of aquaculture.
Capacity building in developing countries, development of appropriate methodologies and strategies for data collection in developing countries. 
Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics. Through the Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP), keep continuous review the requirement for fishery and aquaculture statistics, agree standard concepts, definitions, classifications and methodologies for the collection and collation of fishery statistics, and collaborate with other relevant institutes.
RESOURCES USE AND CONSERVATION DIVISION (FIR):
Global nominal catches for major tuna stocks.  Update data for the database to include the most up to date data collected and disseminated by Tuna Regional Fisheries Management Organization (RFMOs). Data are collected on nominal catches in tonnes by tuna stock, year and fishing country. 

Atlas of tunas and billfish catches.  Update data for the Atlas to include the most up to date data collected and disseminated by Tuna RFMOs. The data collection covers catches in tonnes at 5x5 degree resolution, by species, year, quarter and fishing gears.
Forestry department (FO)
FOREST PRODUCTS AND INDUSTRY DIVISION (FOI):
Global information system on the impact of major insects and diseases on natural and planted forests, trees outside forests and other wooded lands. Since 2003, FAO has been compiling quantitative and qualitative information on biotic agents (insects, diseases and mammalian pests) that affect forest health. The data have been collected through a search of FAO field project documents, technical responses to questionnaires and country reports and are not yet comprehensive. All data have been verified taxonomically.
FAO, with the cooperation of experts from member countries, is compiling data for a global information system on the impact of insect pests and disease outbreaks on natural and planted forests, trees outside forests and other wooded lands. The information system is designed to facilitate documentation on forest health at the country level. 
Forest products statistics. Since 1999 the statistics are collected through the Joint Forest Sector Questionnaire by FAO in partnership with the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and the Statistical Office of the European Communities (DG-EUROSTAT). In the cases where countries have not provided information through the questionnaire, FAO estimates annual production and trade data based on statistical yearbooks, UN Comtrade database, trade journal reports or other sources.

The data collection covers Production quantity (cubic meters or tonnes), Import quantity (cubic meters or tonnes), Import value (1000 US$), Export quantity (cubic meters or tonnes), and Export value (1000 US$).
Planted forest dataset. Planted Forest Assessment (FRA) 2010 will be an update of the Forest Resources Assessment 2005. Data related to Planted Forests will be collected through questionnaire, and available information provided by Forest Inventories. Capacity building processes on data collection and analysis will be conducted in developing countries when needed.
The already existing information collected by FRA on Planted Forests will be expanded on growth parameters: Mean annual increments, Harvested volumes, rotation lengths, age class distributions by species and by countries. Ownership data and end uses data for planted forests will also be collected.
Support to national forest monitoring and assessment. Statistics from National Forest Inventories (NFIs) are targeting decision makers at national level in the corresponding country, as well as social-, research- and international societies. National staff is collecting data through field inventories and remote sensing, and is carrying out corresponding data analysis and reporting, while being trained and supervised by national/international experts and FAO experts in all related areas. Most statistics prepared from the NFIs are derived from ratio estimations.
Data on more than 200 variables are collected, representing all kinds of forestry related data related to food security, poverty reduction, forest productivity, environment, biodiversity, socio-economy, forest health, forest protective functions, goods and services from forests and trees, etc.
Natural resources management and environment department (NR)

LAND AND WATER DIVISION (NRL):
Land Cover Classification System (LCCS). The LCCS is a classification system developed by FAO to address the need for improved access to reliable and standardized information on land cover. It is a comprehensive, standardized classification system designed to meet specific user requirements. It enables the comparison of land cover classes regardless of data source, thematic discipline or country. LCCS acts also as bridging tool to inter-compare land cover classes originated from different classifications/legends.
According to the LCCS, the land cover can be represented using simple “atomic elements” rather than categories. The land cover multipurpose database is created using these elements that characterize the land cover itself. Once the land cover features are characterized by the “land cover atomic elements” that describe the land cover class, they can be aggregated, recombined and renamed later on according to many different user needs. This enables interoperability, harmonization and consistency between different land cover databases. 

AQUASTAT. Operational since 1994, AQUASTAT is FAO’s global information system on water and agriculture developed and maintained by the Water Unit of the Land and Water Division (NRL). It collects, analyses and disseminates data and information by country and by region, concentrating on water resources, water use and agricultural water management, with emphasis on countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean. 

AQUASTAT’s main target audience are users interested in global, regional and national analyses, such as policy-makers, decision-makers, researchers, etc. The aim is to provide them with comprehensive information related to water resources and agricultural water management across the world. AQUASTAT is also responsible for MDG Indicator 7.5 “Proportion on renewable water resources used” and provides updated information on this on a yearly basis, by country, by region and for the world.

AGROMAPS.  Collection of statistical land use data at sub-national level which are incorporated in an on-line database management system aimed at users that require more geo-referenced information. For the major 20 crops: extent yield and production. 
Environment, land and water, food and agriculture statistics.  This project includes (i) Definition of Natural Resources and Socio-Economic indicators, FAO geospatial core datasets, Essential Climate Variables, (ii)  Collection and validation of land cover and land cover change datasets, population,  environmental conditions, land use patterns, food insecurity, poverty and environment Global GIS database, FAO UN core datasets, and (iii) Distribution of natural resources, socio-economic, land cover, environment indicator per administrative unit, per pixel, or per area. 

Among time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected can be mentioned: 

· Land Cover and Land Cover Change,
· Active fire by land cover type 
· Global Above Ground Biomass and Carbon estimate 
· Actual and Potential soil carbon sequestration

· Fragile ecosystems (coastal deltas, mangroves, and mountains)

· Core geospatial datasets – multiple FAO Divisions through GeoNetwork (Administrative and Political Boundaries, Agriculture – Farming, Agriculture – Livestock, Agriculture – Agroclimatology, Applied Ecology, Biological and Ecological Resources, Climate, Fisheries and Aquaculture, Forestry, Hydrology and Water Resources, Land Cover and Land Use, Population and Socio-Economic Indicators, Soils and Soil Resources and Topography)
IV.
Challenges for FAO Statistics in the biennium 2010/11

Capacity building
Many countries in Africa do not have capacity to collect even the most basic production statistics, although that capacity existed in the 1970s. The quantity and quality of data coming from national official sources has been on a steady decline since the early 1980s, particularly in Africa. Official data submissions from countries in Africa are at their lowest level since before 1961, with only one in four African countries reporting basic crop production data. This inevitably has major consequences for the quality of data found in the FAO global statistical system. 
The end result is that FAO, in order to achieve the global coverage that users have come to expect, must estimate production data for an increasing number of countries (over 70% of the African countries). Favourable user perceptions of the high value of FAO statistics aside, the large number of FAO “estimates” has obvious implications for the quality of data in the FAO Statistical System.
On the other hand, this somewhat gloomy picture is partly offset by the fact that there are other countries which in recent years have substantially improved their statistical system and are now able to produced detailed high quality agriculture statistics.
The most pressing “emerging” data need is therefore a “re-emerging” need, to improve the capacity for collection and dissemination of country data of member countries in order to make available the best analytic and decision support tools, with priority on the poorest countries, particularly those in Africa. 

CountrySTAT holds potential to raise national and regional capacity to collect, analyse and disseminate food and agricultural statistics, and at the same time to increase national ownership of the data. CountrySTAT has the potential to become the “sustainability” element in FAO's renewed statistical capacity building programme. With the emphasis on strengthening national capacities and national ownership, countries will be empowered through a better understanding of their agricultural sector and the issues related to food security and rural development.  With assistance of FAO, CountrySTAT will facilitate improved data quality closer to the source, as well as facilitating transmission of the data to the FAO. It provides statistical standards, methods and tools for two-way data exchange and provides data validation capabilities for countries. 
Improvement of data quality
The FAO Statistics Programme is rife with quality issues: from the quality of the collection methods, to the quality of the data as it comes to FAO from the national source, to the quality of the FAO data as it reaches the user. The challenges ahead for the FAO Statistical System are to address all these quality issues.
Following the recommendations by the 2008 Independent Evaluation, FAO will initiate work on developing a corporate quality framework for agriculture, forestry, and fisheries statistics, which provides a set of statistical standards and “best practices”: common metadata standards, common country classifications; common approach to imputation; common definition of “official” statistics (data which are verified and agreed by country statistical offices) versus “FAO Estimates” for countries.
FAO Data warehouse
The integration of FAO data and dissemination is a major priority for the FAO Statistics Programme. There needs to be a centralized mechanism, such as a data warehouse, to integrate the FAO databases and monitor the quality of the statistics disseminated. At the same time, there is a need to inject a strong user perspective in the design, development, and operation of FAO data management and dissemination systems. Substantive work on a FAO Data warehouse has already been initiated and will be accelerated during the 2010/2011 biennium.
One of the main priorities of FAOs statistical work is to develop a common set of standards supporting data collection, processing, dissemination, and data management. Interpretability of data and “tables” should be fully supplemented by metadata and clear definitions of concepts, methods used, and data quality indicators.  It also requires an overarching statistical policy and governance structure for providing management and oversight of the integration process.
FAO is the hub of many statistical and data activities and numerous statistical databases, each following their own methods of data compilation, storage, and dissemination. The data warehouse/integration concept is therefore viewed as a “Corporate” process that touches almost all of the functional areas of the organization. Large-scale integration for varied systems pre-supposes that standards are in place and are strictly followed. Hence work has therefore initially focused on agreement on the standards that are to be followed for classifications, codes, and metadata among all stakeholders in the system.
Agreeing on common standards is always one of the thorniest issues in a data integration/management/dissemination process. Reaching agreement on common definitions, norms, and classifications is a lengthy, time- and resource-consuming process, requiring buy-in from many players.
Following the recommendation of the 2008 Independent Evaluation, FAO is actively engaged in developing a ICT strategy for a data warehouse system for integrating FAO statistics systems, using data exchange standards such as SDMX which will allow information systems, and legacy databases, on different platforms to efficiently link data over network infrastructures. The initial linking of data systems will be followed by a concerted effort to bring FAO data systems to an agreed common set of standards and classifications, under the governance of SPSC and SCWG.

Emerging new technologies and changing needs of data users
The rapid developments in Information and Communications Technology (ICT) have radically changed the structure of modern statistical systems whether they are national or international. As well, there are new and growing developments with respect to geo-spatial data and remote sensing information that can potentially bring new dimensions to data on agriculture, forestry and fisheries. There is the capability to acquire more sub-national detail, important for issues like poverty, hunger, and economic livelihoods, but also the opportunity to look beyond national boundaries, for example to watersheds and river basins, important to climate change and various global resource scarcity issues. 
The demands on global Statistical Systems are not as static as they used to be. As is illustrated by the recent global surge in prices of agriculture products, the intensity in demands for certain statistics can arise very quickly. It is therefore important to have the mechanisms in place to respond to such sudden demands. This implies increasing consultations with key users and suppliers to ensure the continued relevance of the statistical system. There will also be a need, expressed by users answering the evaluation questionnaire, for more integrated data bases that can synthesize critical data from several, already complex data sets, to bring a more comprehensive set of data and information.
Among the emerging data needs that can be identified are more timely price statistics, bio-fuels (and other non-food uses), household food consumption/food intake, sub-national data on rural populations, more data on trade for more detailed agricultural and food product and households and data on agro-environment and climate change.  These are issues that FAO is already beginning to address with data and information available. Currently there is no 'best' list of data needs in this area, that if achieved would allow agro-environment and climate change issues to be fully addressed. To fully address these issues requires integration of data from a wide spectrum of already complex databases. Many of these complex databases are currently unable to “talk” to each other, without further work on developing common definitions, classifications, and standards.
FAO has several databases on land and water, and major initiatives on forestry and fisheries resource assessments, which are important integrating variables in the agro-environment and climate change areas. Focusing on those variables allows consideration of issues that cut across the agriculture, forestry, and fishery data domains and respond to calls for monitoring implementation of the UN MDG on environmental sustainability.
Water availability and use is a critical integrating data set for FAO. Agriculture is one of the most significant users of water. Conflicts (within and across national boundaries) over access to and use of water will increase over the next decade, as the globe moves toward increased water scarcity. Like land, water is a critical integrating variable, cutting across agriculture, forestry, and fisheries, and essential for addressing many of the global issues such as environmental degradation, climate change, bio-diversity, and food insecurity which are part of the FAO mandate. Geo-spatial technologies have allowed a greater integration of data domains across the land variable.
Although agriculture is often identified as a sector that could derive great benefits from remote sensing data, it is generally accepted that this potential has not been fully realized, the fundamental cause being the lack of transition from research to operational use. Having said that, there are, however, domains within agriculture where the technology is well-defined and ready for practical use in terms of accuracy and cost-effectiveness. Grouping of agriculture land into categories can already now be done at almost 100% accuracy. Field condition data, e.g. growing crops, could be ascertained at 97% accuracy. On the other hand, problems still remain concerning crop identification, acreage estimates and water resource estimates. In these areas satellite imagery data are used as supplements to traditional methods. 
User needs, feed-back and two-way communications
FAO recognizes that there is a need to inject a strong user perspective in the design, development, and operation of FAO data management and dissemination systems. Several mechanisms for acquiring and anticipating user perspectives are available. For example, formal user surveys could be done on a more regular basis; a customer satisfaction survey should ideally be undertaken for all FAO databases in the FAO statistical system; and major/heavy users should be brought together on a regular basis to discuss data issues and new directions. Results should be compiled in a living “User Requirements” document.
It is also recognized that there is insufficient feedback and/or direct communication between the national statistical offices and the respective FAO statistical units, an issue that will be addressed during the current biennium.
For those countries that do continue to report annual statistics to FAO, a lack of knowledge or understanding of the FAO questionnaires and/or their underlying standards, classifications, and units, limits any enhanced statistical capacity from directly influencing the quality of the data transmitted to FAO. More work will therefore be undertaken to improve the quality of country submissions for agriculture, forestry, and fisheries by enhanced training, dialogue and feedback with reporting countries on the questionnaires for production and for trade, and on definitions, classifications, and standards for reporting. In this context the regional FAO offices will play an important role.

Prioritization and streamlining FAO data collection activities
FAO intends to make greater use of data already collected from other international organizations and from the data harvested from web portal. There is, for instance, a substantial duplication concerning soliciting annual statistics (questionnaire data) from each individual Member State of the EU, when that same data was being collected, verified, and processed by DG-Eurostat, leading to extra burden for EU countries and for FAO. A focused review of various data collection activity with respect to statistically advanced countries is envisaged, with the aim of achieving long-term resource savings for FAO, and reduced response burden for countries. The ultimate objective should be that FAO harvests the data from these countries’ web portals or other dissemination and exchange mechanisms.
Joint data collection, data validation and dissemination with other international organizations are also going to be further pursued. To this end the activities undertaken by FAO, DG-Eurostat, UNECE and ITTO in the area of forest statistics is a successful model that should be encouraged and copied by other statistical units in FAO. Cooperation in forest statistics might be easier than in agriculture statistics as the latter often is connected to regulations requiring a data collection activity. 

Work has also been undertaken on the prioritization of data collection which implies looking at which:

· data domains could be abandoned because user needs have waned or because another organization is doing a more comprehensive job in collecting the same or similar data series;

· data domains can be reduced – a reduction in the number of variables collected, or in their periodicity, e.g. every two or three years instead of each year. Such a process of rationalization would free up resources for taking on new or higher-priority data collection activities, such as those identified in the list of Emerging Data Needs in Chapter II.

FAO has recently undertaken an Organization-wide review of the scope, coverage and periodicity of all data collection activities.  On the basis of this inventory of data sets and data series analysis are to be made if there are duplications or if there are activities that can be abandoned or whose periodicity and coverage can be adjusted. Such a review of data collection activities will eventually yield efficiency savings that could be redirected toward capacity building.  

PART II

Statistical activities by FAO Departments
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES AND INTEGRATION OF STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Coordination of FAO Statistical Systems
Ongoing activity
Responsible Officer: 

Pietro Gennari, ESS
Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Based on recommendations 6.4 and 6.5 of the Independent Evaluation of FAO’s Role and Work in Statistics, ESS has taken lead for setting a participatory process to establish a governance mechanism for and ensure the efficient functioning of the FAO statistical system. 
A Statistical Programme Steering Committee (SPSC) and a Statistics Coordination Working Group (SCWG) have been created at directors’ level and at operational level, respectively, to promote inter-divisional cooperation and coordination, as well as consistency in statistical practices and development across FAO. ESS is ensuring the Secretariat of the two groups that include 15 divisions from 6 different departments.

The SCWG implements strategic orientation and priorities through smaller Task Teams. Operational Task Teams in 2010-2011 will focus on setting and monitoring a Statistics Program of Work, develop a corporate Statistical Data Warehouse to give access to all FAO statistical databases and datasets from one source, implement a new Working System for FAOSTAT datasets, develop a Metadata Template that divisions will progressively adopt in view of the necessary metadata standardization for the Data Warehouse, standardization of the Flag Systems and Units of Measurement, coordinate and harmonize Classifications, identify two pilot case-studies of overlapping activities or duplicated series and optimize the related processes.

The terms of reference for the SPSC and the SCWG are included in annex 1 and annex 2, respectively, at the end of the present Statistical Programme.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

The coordination activity does not imply regular data collection. Ad hoc questionnaires may be issued internally to gather necessary information from various FAO Divisions.
Frequency of data collection: Not applicable
Frequency of data dissemination: Not applicable
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable
Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Not applicable
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
The Statistics Plan will be posted initially on the Intranet.
AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION DEPARTMENT

ANIMAL PRODUCTION AND HEALTH DIVISION (AGA):
Data collection and dissemination

Global livestock impact mapping system (GLIMS) 




Domestic animal diversity 







Global Livestock Impact Mapping System (GLIMS)
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officers:

Timothy Robinson; Joachim Otte; Gianluca Franceschini, AGAL

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
With a view to making available reliable and detailed information on the livestock sector for planning, monitoring and impact assessment AGA has, over the last 5-6 years, developed the Global Livestock Impact Mapping System (GLIMS). GLIMS provides a repository for sub-national data pertaining to the livestock sector, and produces and distributes, through various channels and formats, a number of public products:

(1) Gridded Livestock of the World (GLW) – which maps the spatial distribution of the main livestock species and also disseminates digital maps on global livestock production systems (http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/resources/en/glw/home.html);
(2) Global Livestock Production and Health Atlas (GLiPHA) – which disseminates sub-national, multi-temporal, geo-referenced statistics relating to the livestock sector (http://kids.fao.org/glipha/index.html); and
(3) AGA Livestock Sector Briefs, which are concise national reports on the livestock-sector (http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/resources/en/pubs_sap.html). 

GLIMS is thematically divided into a number of livestock-sector related datasets for individual countries at national and sub-national levels of detail; GIS files on administrative boundaries; references to data providers and sources of data; and a community of users. Derived statistics are calculated and can then be visualized and distributed via various different products as tabular data, charts and digital maps in graphic and geographic information system (GIS) formats. 

Statistical information at national level and at the first level of administration is available through the GLiPHA application. National statistics dating from 2000 to 2005 are presented as a global ‘project’, useful for time-series analysis and comparison across countries, whilst the specification of a particular country allows the user to delve further into sub-national detail. 
GLW outputs are disseminated in several formats to meet diverse requirements for visualization and analysis. The main channel for distribution is through Geonetwork, from which GIS data on livestock distributions can be downloaded directly, at a spatial resolution of 3 minutes of arc, in ESRI grid format for each of the main livestock species. Available data include reported livestock densities and predicted livestock densities, adjusted to match a) the original sub-national totals and b) national totals for the years 2000 and 2005, as reported in FAOSTAT. These data are accompanied by supplementary layers (water bodies, administrative boundaries, mask of areas deemed unsuitable for livestock) and metadata information, compliant with the ISO-19115 standard format. Geonetwork provides additional tools allowing data managers to distribute the GLW datasets as Web Map Services (WMS), and in a ‘.kml’ format, which can then be opened up in Google Earth. The GLW maps are also distributed as Flash animation files – mainly for graphic design and presentation purposes.
Livestock Sector Briefs for individual countries are accessible as ‘.pdf’ documents through the divisional AGA web-site.

The wide range of formats for GLIMS outputs – ranging from summary reports, Flash animations and Google Earth maps, for purposes of illustration and advocacy, to modelled GIS data, for use in quantitative analyses – reflects the diverse range of users; from policy makers to analysts. The spatial nature of the data facilitates analyses that include: estimating livestock production; mapping disease risk and estimating the impact of disease on livestock production; estimating environmental risks associated with livestock due, for example, to land degradation, estimating greenhouse gas emissions or nutrient loading; and exploring the complex interrelationships between people, livestock and the environment in which they cohabit.
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
The GLIMS data warehouse is the core data repository of the information system and collects the geo-statistical information and relevant metadata divided into thematic datasets (schemas). Each schema contains a date, a spatial region, at least one dimension (e.g. livestock species) and a number of associated measures (e.g. number of animals). A set of rules is implemented to calculate densities, growth rates and suchlike every time new data are uploaded into the system. Statistical data cover the following topics:
· Land

· Human Demographics

· Poverty

· Livestock Population

· Livestock Products

· Health

· Trade

· Food Supply

· Production Indices
Data sets now include sub-national statistics on 125 countries dating from 1980 to the present. Livestock population data are divided into species, some of which are further divided into sub-groups (e.g. cattle are subdivided into those used for dairy, beef and draught). Trade, food supply and production indices are only reported at national level, while the other statistics may be reported both at national and sub-national levels.

In addition to thematic information, GLIMS manages a global geographical database of sub-national administrative boundaries in ESRI shape file format, which is used to join and geo-reference each record through an appropriate look-up-table. 
Frequency of data collection:
Collection of livestock statistics is a continuous and on-going process. Updates of information from external resources, such as FAOSTAT and the OIE WAHIS, are performed annually.
Frequency of data dissemination:
Currently the public products are updated infrequently – possibly once per year. Developments are underway, however, to automate the processing of data with a view to continuous and on-going updating of data for dissemination.
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):

Data input involves data-acquisition from available resources. For national livestock statistics an automatic link is establish with FAOSTAT, through which data are harvested yearly and uploaded directly into GLIMS. The main source of animal disease data is the Office International des Epizooties (OIE) World Animal Health Information System (WAHIS) – formerly Handistatus II, which provides information for each country on reported disease occurrence: numbers of outbreaks, cases and deaths and number of animals vaccinated. Sub-national data are sourced through agricultural statistical yearbooks, websites of national and international agricultural and statistical institutes, and also via a growing community of data providers.
The primary source of administrative data and codes is the FAO Global Administrative Unit Layers (GAUL) dataset, which provides global coverage, at least at the second level of administration and t complies with the United Nations Cartographic Service (UNCS) map of international boundaries and disputed areas. It is revised approximately once a year, allowing historical series of administrative boundaries to be produced.

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Data quality and detail vary considerably from country to country. Statistics are entered, using a specific coding system, into a template spreadsheet and a set of validation rules is applied in order to identify and remove typing and data errors. Checks are performed, for example, on total sums from different administrative levels, by looking at time series, and by checking the validity of codes. National total of the collected statistic are further checked against those of FAOSTAT to ensure that they are reasonably compliant (where not, sources of disagreement are sought from both sides). Some manual validation is also required during data entry - for instance there is often ambiguity of terms in poultry statistics.
Presently there is no verification (i.e. field-testing) of the data though in the current developments to the livestock modelling application various accuracy measures will be introduced for the global livestock distribution maps. These will include the use of boot-strapping techniques to indicate the level of confidence in model outputs, and estimates of the sizes of administrative areas on which predictions were based and how recently those statistics were collected.
Software used:
The content of the GLIMS data warehouse is managed through a back-end application that provides all the necessary services to store, calculate, search, analyze and retrieve data. It is based on KIDS-3g, the third generation Key Indicator Data System technology, a scalable framework developed by FAO for the management of thematic information. KIDS-3g integrates several open-source products and technologies such as:
· PostgreSQL: a sophisticated open-source Object-Relational Database Management System;

· PostGIS: a spatial database extension for PostgreSQL;

· JBoss AS: a free software/open-source Java EE-based application server;

· Geoserver: an open source software server written in Java for sharing and editing geospatial data; and
· Apache Jackrabbit: a fully conforming implementation of the Content Repository for Java Technology API (JCR). 

Data dissemination relies heavily on the Geonetwork application, through which livestock distributions are published as simple graphic ‘.jpg’ files; ESRI grid GIS files; Web Map Services (WMS); Google Earth ‘.kml’ files; and Flash animation files,

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

Internet:

GLW – http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/resources/en/glw/home.html
GLiPHA – http://kids.fao.org/glipha/index.html
AGA Livestock Sector Briefs – http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/resources/en/pubs_sap.html
Publications:

FAO (2007) Gridded livestock of the world. (By Wint G.R.W. & Robinson T.P.). Rome: Food and Agriculture Organisation, Animal Production and Health Division, 131 pp.

http://www.fao.org/docrep/010/a1259e/a1259e00.HTM 

Robinson T.P., Franceschini G. & Wint W. 2007. The Food and Agriculture Organization’s Gridded Livestock of the World. Veterinaria Italiana 43(3), 745-751.

http://www.te.izs.it/vet_italiana/2007/43_3/745_751.pdf 
Domestic Animal Diversity
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Beate Scherf, AGAP

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:

The Global Databank for Animal Genetic Resources builds the backbone of the Domestic Animal Diversity Information System - DAD-IS (http://www.fao.org/dad-is/).

Data (alpha numeric and numeric) are entered into the system by officially nominated National Coordinators for the Management of AnGR, and countries take full responsibility for data quality and completeness. More than 14000 national breed populations representing 181 countries, 37 species and more than 7000 separate breeds are recorded.

Reports on the status and trends of animal genetic resources are requested by the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture every 2 years – see example at: ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/016/ak220e.pdf
Alphanumeric data can be browsed by users of the online system. However there is currently no analysis on this.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): See table 97 below for mammalian species; similar for avian species.
Frequency of data collection: Ongoing
Frequency of data dissemination: Ongoing with preparation of Reports on the status and trends of animal genetic resources every two years

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 

National Coordinators are requested to continuously check and update their data and ideally update demographic data for each animal breed bi-annually

Process of validation, editing, verification: 
Business rules are built into the system; on spot checks from our site
Software used: Database in PostgreSQL; information system: set of CGI scripts in PERL

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 

Internet based information system and publications such as:

· Reports on the status and trends of animal genetic resources – see example at: ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/016/ak220e.pdf
· State of the World’s AnGR – see: ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/a1250e/a1250e.pdf
[image: image1.emf]
PLANT PRODUCTION AND PROTECTION DIVISION (AGP):

Data collection and dissemination

Fertilizer Prices
Fertilizer Prices
Ongoing activity
Responsible Officer: 

Christina Vella Tomlin, AGP

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:

Compilation of major fertilizer prices from data published in Fertilizer Market Bulletin and Fertilizer Week

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
International f.o.b. price of DAP, MOP, TSP and urea fertilizers
Frequency of data collection: Weekly
Frequency of data dissemination: Internal use as needed

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 
From above-mentioned journals
Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Access

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internal use through T: drive
NUTRITION & CONSUMER PROTECTION DIVISION (AGN):

Data collection and dissemination

Food composition database of food biodiversity 




Statistical analysis of socio-economic or technical issues

Analysis and reporting of nutrition data 

Food Composition Database of Food Biodiversity
Ongoing activity
Responsible Officer:

Ruth Charrondiere, AGN

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
The database is being developed (or compiled with data) since this year. It is a collection of food composition data from the scientific literature and other sources counting for the Nutrition Indicator for Biodiversity - 1. Food composition. The standards used are the International Network of Food Data Systems (INFOODS) component identifiers and Standards for food composition data interchange. Once it is available on the INFOODS website, it is expected to be useful for users and compilers of food composition databases, nutritionists, professionals in agriculture, health, trade and food industry.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
151 food components. All data from any year and region will be included. Baseline reporting for the Nutrition Indicator for Biodiversity - 1. Food composition was 2008. Thereafter, we will report on the indicator on a yearly basis.

Frequency of data collection: Continuing
Frequency of data dissemination: Annual
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):

Literature research, complemented by data received by countries using the reporting form of the Nutrition Indicator for Biodiversity - 1. Food composition (see ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/a1582e/a1582e00.pdf ).

Process of validation, editing, verification: 
None yet but possible to implement in the future as all data fields are available.

Software used: Excel

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
INFOODS website and CD ROMS. 

Analysis and Reporting of Nutrition Data
Ongoing activity
Responsible Officer:

Marie Claude Dop, AGNA

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
We analyze nutrition survey data on an ad-hoc basis: individual intake survey, household budget surveys (food consumption data), surveys on anthropometry, dietary diversity and food security - some reports are on the website, others are disseminated to a specialist audience

We compile multiple data sources and produce analytical reports for the Nutrition country profiles (e.g. looking at trends etc, but we do not reanalyze the data): the nutrition profiles are on the AGN website. We do not have a database for this info because it is not possible to standardize fully

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
We seldom do data collection but there are exceptions: surveys on dietary diversity and household food insecurity for projects where we provide guidance for protocol design, questionnaires and we do data analysis

Frequency of data collection: Not applicable
Frequency of data dissemination: Not applicable
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):

Our questionnaires on dietary diversity and household food security are on the EC/FAO website: www.foodsec.org/tools/nutrition 

We also produce questionnaires for ad-hoc surveys.
Process of validation, editing, verification: 
This is done ad-hoc depending on the indicators
Software used: 
For anthropometry we use the Anthro software. Otherwise we use SPSS and SAS for statistical analyses.
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet, a few scientific papers. 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

ARICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS DIVISION (ESA):
Data collection and dissemination

Rural income generating activities (RIGA) project
Global perspective studies

Statistical analysis of socio-economic or technical issues

See also the RIGA project above

Rural Income Generating Activities (RIGA) Project
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Alberto Zezza, ESA

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
- Statistical Methodology: The RIGA project has developed a comprehensive methodology to produce cross-country comparable income aggregates and household characteristics variables, using multi-topic household surveys such as Living Standards Measurement Study (LSMS) surveys from developing countries. The income aggregates are obtained from all the income information available in these surveys, such as: crop and livestock production and sales; income from self-employment and wage-employment activities; transfers such as remittances and social assistance; income from land rental; and other income sources.  Income data is constructed at the household level for both farm and non-farm activities.  At the individual level, income aggregates are generated for wage employment.  Finally, the income data is supplemented with a comprehensive set of household and individual-level characteristics, also constructed in a methodologically consistent manner, that describe human, natural, physical, social and public capital ownership and which serve for both descriptive and empirical analyses of the income data.

- Statistical Capacity Building: The construction of income aggregates requires a thorough training. Usually, the construction of the first income-aggregate takes around 4 to 6 weeks, depending on the complexity and number of “issues” found in the original data. 

- Data Collection and Validation: The RIGA team does not collect data. The data comes from different sources such as the World Bank (for LSMS surveys), national statistical organizations, and other research institutions, such as RAND.

- Analysis of Statistical Data: Raw data is checked for consistency in the construction of RIGA variables. The data undergoes a series of outlier checks in every income component and once the finalized income aggregate is obtained. 

- Data Dissemination & Target Audience: The income and household characteristics datasets are available upon request through the RIGA website and they are free of charge. The target audience is researchers (students, academics, etc.) that analyze a broad range of topics related to poverty reduction in both urban and rural areas.
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
The RIGA team does not collect data but obtains it from LSMS-type surveys. Most of them are cross-sectional but five of the countries in the database form part of panel surveys (Ghana; Indonesia; Nepal; Nicaragua; Vietnam). For some countries multiple survey years are available that do not form part of a panel (different cross-sections).
Frequency of data collection:
Original data is collected infrequently.  The RIGA project obtains data from its various sources at irregular intervals dependant on new survey availability and the analytical objectives of the project. Approximately 3 to 4 new country-surveys are added to the RIGA dataset each year. 
Frequency of data dissemination:
Data dissemination is relatively new. The RIGA datasets were made available in May 2009 and we have had 59 survey data requests so far. 

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):

The data collected by the institutions furnishing it to the Project undertake surveys using household questionnaires that probe for information at the household, individual, farm/plot and enterprise level.  Sometimes women, community and price questionnaires are available too.
Process of validation, editing, verification:
Raw data is checked for consistency and cleaned using recoding and imputations based on outlier checks and, in some instances, regression imputation approach.  The RIGA project does not impute income or expenditures for households who income or expenditures in the original data are missing.  Income results are cross-checked with published sources such as the World Bank Poverty Assessments, government reports, and journal articles.

Software used: STATA 10

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):


- RIGA website (www.fao.org/es/esa/riga)


- CD-ROM upon request

Global Perspective Studies
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer:

Kostas Stamoulis, ESA

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Statistical Methodology: National and geo-referenced data are collected from many sources and standardized and converted to conform to the commodity classification used in “World Agriculture: Towards 20xx” (AT20XX) studies. The data (including ‘guesstimates’) and projections are submitted to technical experts in nearly all technical Divisions within FAO for validation. 
Data Collection and Validation: The data come from many different sources such as FAOSTAT, XCBS, USDA, PS&D, World Bank, IIASA, UN Population Division, etc.

Analysis of Statistical Data: Data are used and analyzed in AT20XX models.

Data Dissemination & Target Audience: Data and projections are disseminated through AT20XX publications and made available to analysts world-wide at request.
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
Frequency of data collection:
 Once every five-six years.
Frequency of data dissemination: Once every five-six years.
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Downloading and assembling.

Process of validation, editing, verification:
As d above, the data is checked at every level of processing by experts and corrected based on their expertise.
Software used: AT20XX models built in-house (languages: FORTRAN and SAS)
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

‘World Agriculture: Towards 20XX’ publications.
STATISTICS DIVISION (ESS):
Statistical methodology

Handbook on classifications for agriculture
Planned activity for 2010/11: Draft handbook on use of geo-positioning devices (GPS, PDAS) for measuring crop area (FAO/WFP/JRC/CIRAD)

Secretariat and custodian to the output of the Wye City Group on rural development statistics and agricultural household income

Planned activity for 2010/11: Methodological review of WCA 2000

Data collection and dissemination

Agricultural production
International merchandise trade of food and agriculture products

Producer prices of agriculture commodities
Agricultural resources: land use, machinery and equipment, pesticides consumption, fertilisers

Official development assistance (ODA), government expenditure in agriculture and capital stock in agriculture
Supply utilization accounts and food balance sheet
Collection, standardization, summarization of data and metadata from reports of agricultural censuses undertaken by countries

Agricultural population estimates

Food security: household survey programme
Development and maintenance and updating of the food security statistics on the web 

Global monitoring of undernourishment

Data dissemination: FAOSTAT, FAO Statistical Yearbook, ESS Website
Planned activity for 2010/11: CountrySTAT

Statistical capacity building, including meetings and working groups

Technical support to agricultural censuses and surveys of countries

Planned activity for 2010/11: FAO/OEA-CIE/IICA Working Group on Agricultural and Livestock Statistics for Latin America and the Caribbean (26th session)

Planned activity for 2010/11: International Advisory Group on FAO Statistics
Planned activity for 2010/11: Study Group on Food and Agricultural Statistics in Europe (29th session)

Planned activity for 2010/11: Implementation plan for Africa of the global strategy for improving agricultural and rural statistics
Planned activity for 2010/11: FAO/Paris21 Guidelines on mainstreaming agricultural statistics into national strategy for development of statistics

Planned activity for 2010/11: FAO/Paris21 Regional workshop on use of IHSN toolkit to document agricultural censuses

Planned activity for 2010/11: Two regional workshops on sampling for agricultural surveys and censuses for (i) 16 English speaking countries in Africa and (ii) for Caribbean countries

Filed projects
Handbook on Classifications For Agriculture
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Xiaoning Gong, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
CONTENTS: This Handbook will put together several important classifications used in agricultural statistics, which were proposed by FAO in the last three to four years to the concerned international organizations and statistical communities, and have been accepted as part of the latest updated versions of related international classification systems, such as ISIC, CPC, ISCO, and HS.
The Handbook is proposed to consist of six chapters:

Chapter 1 - Activity/industrial Classification

Chapter 2 - Product & Commodity Classification

Chapter 3 - Crop Classification

Chapter 4 - Occupation Classification

Chapter 5 - Land Classification

Chapter 6 - Country Group Classification
with their related and correspondent international standard classifications are as follows:

· Activities/industrial classification (ref. ISIC)

· Product and commodity classification (ref. CPC & HS)

· Crop classification (ref. WCA2010)

· Occupation classification (ref. ISCO)

· Land classification, and 

· Country Group Classification

Each chapter will include the following contents:

· Presentation of each classification: codes and titles

· Correspondence tables: linkages between different classifications

· User guide: overviews, definitions, and descriptions for the items in every classification

FEATURES: The Handbook will provide a more detailed breakdown than the related international classification systems with more complete introductions, definitions, and descriptions as user guidance. The detailed breakdown is necessary and indispensable for the collection and compilation of agricultural statistics. Every international classification system has its own limitation on how much detail can be accommodated for agriculture while they cover all the sectors in the economy. Such a limitation will not be a problem of this Handbook.

The Handbook will establish the needed linkage and correspondence tables between the different international classifications used in agriculture. Such linkage and correspondence tables are vital for the integration and harmonization of different statistical domains within the agricultural sector. 

By putting together all the classifications used in agriculture in one place in a systematic way, which has been requested by statisticians in the fields from time to time, it will facilitate the users to better understand and use these classifications. It will thus provide a convenient and handy reference for the application of international classification systems across countries in the world.

AUDIENCE: Agricultural classifications are the fundamental base for the development and implementation of FAOSTAT, CountrySTAT, and WCA2010, as well as for the national agricultural statistical systems of the member countries. They are also important to users and analysts of agricultural statistics for proper and better understanding and use of agricultural statistics.

The Handbook will provide clear definitions and descriptions used by FAOSTAT in its database as well as its questionnaires. It will help member countries to fill out the annual questionnaires of FAOSTAT.

It will be useful for the CountrySTAT project in the 17 sub-Sahara countries and in other parts of the world because it is critical for CountrySTAT to have consistent international classifications to be built-in in order convert national statistical data into the core dataset to be used by the international community and FAOSTAT.

It will also be useful for the coming World Programme for the 2010 Round of Agricultural Censuses (WCA2010). Unless there are standard international classifications to be used, it is difficult to have the final results of the WCA2010 to be used for world summary and aggregation and for international comparison.
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): Not applicable
Frequency of data collection: Not applicable
Frequency of data dissemination: Not applicable
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable
Process of validation, editing, verification:
· Regional and Country-wide Consultations: One of the key efforts is to encourage wide consultation and review of the draft before publication. This can be done through distribution and introduction of the draft documents and/or issue papers to related meetings, conferences, workshops, and seminars; as well as through email and website communications. The draft documents will be sent to NSOs and MOAs as wide as possible for review and comments before publication.
· Technical Review Meeting on the draft of the Handbook to receive feedback from internal and external experts and future users to be held in the middle of the year 2010. It is an important part of consultation process.

Software used: Not applicable
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

· Dissemination: The end product of the Handbook is expected to be disseminated through all types of mediums: Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc.
· Training Workshop: The draft of the Handbook will be used as training materials for the coming six workshops on FAO Agricultural Statistical Questionnaires in different regions. Through training the national statisticians on the newly updated classifications based on the materials prepared in the Handbook to get feedback on the materials in the Handbook. In addition, it can also be used as part of the CountrySTAT training workshops and/or joined with training workshops on other related subjects in some region organized by the regional statisticians. 
Draft Handbook on Use of Geo-Positioning Devices (GPS, PDAS) for Measuring Crop Area (FAO/WFP/JRC/CIRAD)
Planned activity for 2010/11

Responsible Officer: 

Naman Keita, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
In the context of small subsistence farming with farmers not using standard units of measurement, the objective method recommended by FAO has been the use of tapes, compasses and programmable calculators to physically measure the plots in the field. This method has been used since the early 1980’s but has proven to be costly and time-consuming undertaking. The investigators have to be well trained on surveying techniques and on the proper use of the necessary equipment. The shape of the fields, especially in developing countries is not always polygonal but often a curvilinear closed figure, which has to be reduced to a polygon, with a small number of sides (e.g. less than 20), of an equivalent area. 
The purpose of this handbook is to provide a basis and practical guidance to agricultural survey statisticians on alternative use by new geo-positioning equipment  (GPS/PDA equipments) in replacement of tapes and compasses. Empirical studies conducted by FAO and other institutions show that the new equipment can be used more easily, reducing time and cost with no significant loss in accuracy. This has been a recurrent recommendation from Sessions of the African Commission on Agricultural Statistics.

The Handbook is being prepared jointly by FAO, WFP, JRC, CIRAD.
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

Hard copy, CD-ROM and Internet.

Secretariat and Custodian to the Output of the Wye City Group On Rural Development Statistics and Agricultural Household Income
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Naman Keita, Carola Fabi, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
The Wye City Group was constituted as a UNSD so-called “City Group” with a mandate to revise and update the UNECE/ FAO/OECD/Eurostat Handbook on Rural Households’ Livelihood and Well-being: Statistics on Rural Development and Agriculture Household Income with a focus on developing countries issues. In this light, the work has a capacity building component.

The work consists mainly of methodological research and compilations of best practices. The Group is striving to compile a set of concepts and definitions as well as a set of core indicators on which countries can draw upon. ESS has a coordination and supervision role in the drafting process and will contribute directly to selected sections of the manual.

Methodological issues encompass the choice of data sources and related quality issues, the application to rural statistics of technological innovations, policy approaches to rural development and related indicators, definitions of rural households, the identification of the best statistical unit, income definitions, income and welfare measures, defining poverty lines, the use of household surveys and Social Accounting Matrices (SAM’s), best practices and case studies.

Partner organizations/institution:  World Bank, OECD, ERS/USDA(USA), StatCan (Canada) Defra (UK), Istat (Italy), Agriculture and Agri-Food (Canada), Wageningen University  (Netherlands), University of Florence (Italy).
The next Wye Group meeting will be held in Washington on 24-25 May 2010, hosted by the World Bank and ERS/USDA, see Internet address below.
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

Data related to national case studies on rural indicators and agriculture household income
Frequency of data collection: Not applicable
Frequency of data dissemination: Not applicable
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable
Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Not applicable
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 

The first UNECE/ FAO/OECD/Eurostat Handbook on Rural Households’ Livelihood and Well-being” manual is available on the Internet and on paper. 

(see http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/ess/pages/rural/index.htm )

The Revision and Supplement to the Handbook will be available on the Internet only.

Papers and proceedings of the Wye City Group can be found on the internet at:

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/ess/pages/rural/wye_city_group/index.htm .

Methodological Review of Wca 2000
Planned activity for 2010/11

Responsible Officer: 

Naman Keita, Paul N’Goma Kimbasta, Mukesh Srivastava, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
The document will provide a review of censuses of 114 countries which carried out an agricultural census during 1996-2005. Target audience is census planners. The document also has examples of lessons learnt and good practices.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): Not applicable
Frequency of data collection: Not applicable
Frequency of data dissemination: Not applicable
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable
Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: MS Office.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Hard copies and Web site.
Agricultural Production
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Nicolas Sakoff, ESS 

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:

Methodology: The methodology adopted by ESS in the production domain is reported in Publications like “ Definition and classification of commodities” and  “The ICS users manual” or on the Divisional web site (Crops: concepts, definition & classification, livestock: concepts, definitions & classification, problems in compiling internationally comparable agricultural statistics).

Capacity building: The country capacity building has been and will be improved by ad-hoc seminars to explain to the statistical offices the methodology adopted by the Division as well as the agricultural questionnaires that are dispatched to the countries.

 Data collection : Data are collected from annual production questionnaires sent to the countries, from national publications (Yearbooks, pocket books and monthly bulletins) available in the Library, from regular visits to the national  statistical office and international organizations (AOAD, Eurostat, Cisstat) web sites, from country visits of ESS officers, from international commodities institutes/associations (Oilworld, OIV, Licht, Barth, Icac).

Analysis of Statistical Data:  Data collected are reviewed in terms of data quality (accuracy, comparability, coherence, relevance, timeliness).

Data dissemination; FAOSTAT web site (http://faostat.fao.org/site/339/default.aspx).
Target audience: Internal and external users (Universities, international agencies, specialized institutes).
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

Area and production of agricultural crops, livestock numbers, producing animals /slaughtering and products of livestock, production derived products, feed and seed. The data are collected for the period 1961-2009.The data collected are used to calculate aggregated production, production value, production indexes.
Frequency of data collection: Continuous with peak periods in May –June.
Frequency of data dissemination: Annual (Should be twice a year).

Method of data collection (questionnaires, data harvesting, etc):

Annual production questionnaire, data harvesting in publications and web sites.

Process of validation, editing, verification: 

Approval of data inputted in the working system by the Production officer, Verification through computer programs of certain parameters (carcass weight, eggs weight and productivity, consistence of crop and animal Yields). 

Software used: Oracle Database for data input. 

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

FAOSTAT web site, seminars, power point presentations in seminar, conferences and work-shops.

International Merchandise Trade of Food and Agriculture Products
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Mariana Campeanu, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:

· Statistical methodology:

a)  International Merchandise Trade Statistics (ITMS): http://unstats.un.org/unsd/pubs/gesgrid.asp?id=111;
b) ITMS’s compiler manuals: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/pubs/gesgrid.asp?mysearch=cOMPILERS+MANUAL 

c) ITMS’s supplement: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade/imtssupplcompilersmanual.htm
d) FAO methodology of food and agriculture accounts: http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/methodology/methodology-systems/concepts-and-definitions-of-supply-utilization-accountssuas/en/;

e) FAO methodology on trade index estimations.
· Classifications used: 

a) for data input: HS, SITC, international or national country classification; WCO or national unit of measurement classification;

b) for data output: FAO item list; FAO item aggregates; FAO country lists; FAO country aggregates;

· Data collection: See below.
· Data processing and validation: 

a) conversion of the electronic trade data files from the national layout into the international standard layout;

b) standardization of the original trade data applying FAO methodology and classifications; for details see the link: Shark user guide;

c) validation of the national trade data; for details see the link: Jellyfish user guide
d) estimation/imputation of the missing trade data using the mirror data application (from trading partners database);

e) validation of the world trade data by county/flow/commodity/year using commodity tables and other automatic procedure to identify the statistical  discrepancies;

f) validation of the item/country aggregates;

g) validation of TINs.
· Data dissemination: See below.
· Statistical capacity building: 

· TCP- projects on IMTS and food and agriculture products: 

a) TCP project covering 21 Arabic countries implemented in 2005;

b) TCP project covering 14 Pacific countries implemented in 2009;

· Workshops on IMTS organized by FAO with participations of other International organization (UNSD, WCO, UN-ESCWA etc)

a) Workshop on Methodology, Collection, Processing, Analysis and Dissemination of Agricultural Trade Statistics, Khartoum, Sudan,19 – 22 September 2004;

b) Workshop on the development of agricultural trade statistics, Tripoli, Libya, 19-21 July 2005;
c) Workshop on “Methodology, Collection, Processing, Analysis and Dissemination of Agricultural Trade Statistics for the Pacific Countries” was held in Suva, Fiji, from 26th to 29th of March 2007;

d) Workshop on “Improving the collection, processing, analysis and dissemination of the trade statistics in the Pacific” was held in Suva, Fiji, from 25th to 27th of February 2009
· Exchange experience on trade statistics with the data producers and users during the field activities offered by various missions on correlated projects or meetings;

· Ad-hoc e-training of the data producers and data users  using the network of the international trade experts members of TF on ITMS
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

· classifications: HS, SITC, international or national country classification; WCO or national unit of measurement classification;
· name of variables: net weight quantity, traded (or other) quantity, unit of measurement, trade value, trade flow (import, export, re-export) ;

· time series/dataset: annual data; the country could also send the annual data for more then one year in case of the revision data for the precedent years or non reported years 

Frequency of data collection: 

Yearly (some countries could report initially the preliminary data and then the final figures).
Frequency of data dissemination: Twice per year 

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):

· standard trade data requests sent by FAO to all reporting countries except the followings:

1. 27 EU countries for which a unique request is sent to EUROSTAT ; 

2. 14 Pacific countries; The joint SPC-FAO requests are sent to the country by SPC-Suva;

3. 21 AOAD countries for which AOAD send the trade data requests in Arabic;

· follow up joint UNAS-FAO letter sent, according to the UNSD-FAO MoU,  in June-July to all non reporting countries; 
Process of validation, editing, verification:
· conversion of the electronic trade data files from the national layout into the international standard layout;
· standardization of the original trade data applying FAO methodology and classifications; for details see the link: Shark user guide;
· validation of the national trade data; for details see the link: Jellyfish user guide;

· estimation/imputation of the missing trade data using the mirror data application (from trading partners database);
· validation of the world trade data by county/flow/commodity/year using commodity tables and other automatic procedure to identify the statistical  discrepancies;
· validation of the item/country aggregates;
· validation of TINs.

Software used: SAS, EXCEL, Access, etc

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

· FAOSTAT external web site: tradestat module;

· FAOSTAT internal web site: tradestat module;

· Statistical YB;

· CD-ROM on WTAF/WTFM.

Producer Prices of Agriculture Commodities
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Dominic Ballayan, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
The Statistics Division regularly collects information on national average prices received by farmers at the farm-gate or the first point of sale.
 

The data are mainly collected by questionnaires from relevant national offices (ministries of agriculture, national statistical offices, etc.). In cases where prices data are not reported by a country, imputation of non-available (missing) data is undertaken especially for products which are locally produced by the country. Data is disseminated for public use after validation checks have been carried out to ensure consistency and quality of the data. The dissemination is done mainly through FAOSTAT (under the domain of PriceSTAT) and through divisional publications (for example, the FAO Statistical Yearbook) in the form of tables and annexes. 

The target audience is mainly researchers, academia, international organizations, private sector, farmers’ organizations, etc. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
Data is mainly collected for producer prices (farm-gate prices or prices at the first point of sale). Data are disseminated as time series in local currency units and in Standard Local Currency (SLC) and US dollar equivalent and disseminated through FAOSTAT. Prices in SLC are equal to producer prices in local currency multiplied by currency conversion factors. 
Variables cover: (1) PRIMARY FOOD CROPS (Cereals, Starchy Roots, Sugar crops, Pulses, Nuts, Oil crops, Vegetables, Stimulants, Spices); (2) PRIMARY NON-FOOD PRODUCTS (Oil crops, Forage products, Tobacco, Rubber, gums, axes, Fibres, vegetal or animal origin); (3) LIVESTOCK (Live Weight Animals, Meat, Indigenous Meat, Milk, Eggs, Honey); (4) DERIVED AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES (Sugar, raw, centrifugal, Vegetable Oils).
 

In addition, the Statistics Division also requests countries to provide data on:

i) Administered prices; 

ii) Producer price index (agriculture);

iii) Wholesale price index (agriculture, non-agriculture and total);

iv) Consumer price index (food, non-food and total);

v) Exchange rate (US$) (market rate and official rate).

The above information, however, is currently not disseminated. 

The description of commodities for which producer price data are disseminated is available at: http://faostat.fao.org/site/590/default.aspx
Frequency of data collection: 
Annual
Frequency of data dissemination: Annual
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):

The FAO Statistics Division compiles these data from questionnaires forwarded to countries, national statistical publications and an array of other sources such other UN bodies, project reports, including studies available in other FAO Divisions, economic journals, etc. 
Process of validation, editing, verification:
The Producer Prices questionnaires are received as Excel spreadsheets. A clerk goes through the questionnaire checking its level of completeness, looking for gross errors, and checking for compliance with definitions.

Data from the questionnaires are input to on Excel files by typing in pre-defined Excel files organized by domain/continent/countries. Files contain data from starting year to latest year available to make possible comparison and verify consistency over the years. Therefore, updating as well as data revision is inserted in these files. Any comment and data source is also stored in these files. Estimation of missing data is also calculated in these spreadsheets.

Data from other sources is manually entered into the System during the process of estimating for missing data and series.
Verification and preserving consistency of data helps in maintaining its reliability.  The latest   received data is therefore compared with the past data to check for anomalies, impossibilities and any suspicious values.  

Software used:
The System is based on the software (.NET C#) and Microsoft Excel application.
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

The producer prices data are published in the FAO Statistical Yearbook of the Division, CD-ROM and disseminated on the FAO web site.
Agricultural Resources: Land Use, Machinery and Equipment, Pesticides Consumption, Fertilisers
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Dominic Ballayan, Robert Mayo, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Land use: Collection of information on the different land use categories related to: (i) Land use and irrigation (ii) Land use – plantations – permanent crops and forest area (iii) Land prices – for purchase and rental of land and irrigation charges and (iv) Related metadata. The target audience is researchers, academia, international organizations, private sector, farmers’ organizations, etc. 

Machinery and Equipment: Collection of information at the country and global levels on Quantity in use, Production, Import and Export for these machinery equipment categories: Agricultural tractors, Harvester – threshers, Milking machines, Cultivation Planting/Seeding and implements. Machinery and Equipment are described according to the International Harmonized Coding System (HS). The target audience is researchers, academia, international organizations, private sector, farmers’ organizations, etc. 

Pesticides consumption: Information on the use in agriculture for major groups (Insecticides, Herbicides, Fungicides, Plant growth regulators and Rodenticides). This classification is based on the cooperation between EUROSTAT and FAO (and other International Agencies dealing with Plant Protection Products). The target audience is researchers, academia, international organizations, private sector, farmers’ organizations, etc. 

Fertilisers: Production, Domestic Availability, Utilization, Prices and Metadata for the major plant nutrients: nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P) and potassium (K). The fertilizer statistics data is received from countries in fertilizer product format and is converted to nutrient format and summary totals calculated for: Production, Imports, Exports, Non-fertilizer use and Consumption for the straight fertilizers: Nitrogen (N), Phosphates (P205), Potash (K20). The target audience is mainly researchers, academia, international organizations, private sector, farmers’ organizations, etc. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
Land use: Country area, Land area, Inland water, Agricultural area, Agricultural area irrigated, Arable land and Permanent crops, Arable land, Fallow land (temporary), Temporary crops, Temporary crops irrigated, Temporary crops non irrigated, Temporary meadows and pastures, Temporary meadows and pastures irrigated, Temporary meadows and pastures non- irrigated, Permanent crops, Permanent crops irrigated, Permanent crops non - irrigated, Permanent meadows and pastures, Permanent meadows and pastures - Naturally grown, Permanent meadows and pastures - Cultivated and irrigated, Permanent meadows and pastures - Cultivated and non- irrigated, Forest area, Other land, Total area equipped for irrigation.

Machinery and Equipment: Variables includes Agricultural tractors, Harvester – threshers, Milking machines, Cultivation, Planting/Seeding and implements. The complete list of variables and relevant description are given at:

http://faostat.local.fao.org/site/441/default.aspx (internal website)
      http://faostat.fao.org/site/386/default.aspx (external website)
Pesticides consumption:  Variables cover major groups: Insecticides, Herbicides, Fungicides, Plant growth regulators and Rodenticides. The information is provided on consumption for 46 different categories of pesticides. The complete list of variables and relevant description are given at:

http://faostat.local.fao.org/site/441/default.aspx (internal website)
      http://faostat.fao.org/site/386/default.aspx (external website)
Pesticides Trade: Variables cover import value and export value for five different categories of pesticides. The complete list of variables and relevant description are given at:

http://faostat.local.fao.org/site/441/default.aspx (internal website)
      http://faostat.fao.org/site/386/default.aspx (external website)
Fertilisers: The variables cover production, consumption and trade and include the following: Anhydrous ammonia for direct application, Ammonium nitrate, Ammonium sulphate, Calcium ammonium nitrate, Urea, Urea and ammonium nitrate solutions (UAN), Superphosphate above 35%, Superphosphate, other, Phosphate rock, Potassium chloride, and Potassium Sulphate. The complete list of variables and relevant description are given at:

http://faostat.local.fao.org/site/386/default.aspx (internal website)
      http://faostat.fao.org/site/575/default.aspx#ancor  (external website)
Frequency of data collection: 
Annual
Frequency of data dissemination: Annual
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 
Questionnaires forwarded to countries, national statistical publications and an array of other sources such other UN bodies, project reports, including studies available in other FAO Divisions, economic journals, etc. 
Process of validation, editing, verification: 
The questionnaires are received as Excel spreadsheets. The clerk goes through the questionnaire checking its level of completeness, looking for gross errors, and checking for compliance with definitions. Data from the questionnaires are input to on Excel files by typing in pre-defined Excel files organized by domain/continent/countries. Files contain data from starting year to latest year available to make possible comparison and verify consistency over the years. Any comment and data source is also stored in these files. Estimation of missing data is also calculated in these spreadsheets.

Data from other sources is manually entered into the System during the process of estimating for missing data and series.  Verification and preserving consistency of data helps in maintaining its reliability.  The latest received data is therefore compared with the past data to check for anomalies, impossibilities and any suspicious values.  

Software used: 
NET C# and Microsoft Excel application.
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
FAO Statistical Yearbook of the Division, CD-ROM and disseminated on the FAO web site.
Official Development Assistance (Oda), Government Expenditure in Agriculture and Capital Stock in Agriculture
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Carola Fabi, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
The Official Development Assistance (ODA) covers information on commitments from Development Assistance Committee (DAC), OPEC (bilateral and multilateral), the World Bank, the Asian Regional Development Bank, the African Regional Development Bank, UNDP, FAO, CGIAR and IFAD. The term “Agriculture” is used in broad sense to cover agriculture, forestry, fisheries, land & water, agro-industries, environment, manufacturing of agricultural inputs & machineries, regional & river development and rural development. 
The Capital Stock in Agriculture database is developed using the FAO Statistics Division physical data on livestock, tractors, irrigated land and land under permanent crops for assessing the total Investment in Agriculture by country. The average prices for the year 1995 have been used as a base to measure capital stock in agriculture. The basic source for the dataset on Capital Stock data in Agriculture is the Agricultural Resources questionnaires on livestock, tractors, irrigated land and land under permanent crops.
The target audience includes several agencies such as the World Bank, IMF, UNDP, African Development Bank, OECD, European Union, and IFAD and various institutions, NGOs, International agencies and government agencies.  

Government expenditure in agriculture refers to all “non repayable payments” whether capital or current, requited or not by governments. The Statistics Division of FAO has the responsibility to establish a tracking system for monitoring the allocation of 10% of the national budget to agriculture and rural development as well as for assessing investments in agricultural and rural development.
The basic source for this dataset is questionnaires sent to FAO member countries, based on the analysis of “government budget” regarding 10% allocation of the national budget to agriculture and rural development. The data obtained from questionnaires is compared with information compiled by IMF on government expenditures for agriculture for quality assurance.
The target audience includes several Agencies such as the World Bank, IMF, UNDP, African Development Bank, OECD, European Union, and IFAD. Other target audience also include researchers, academia, international organizations, private sector, etc. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
The variables include the following: (1) Total external assistance to agriculture; (2) ODA; (3) Capital stock in agriculture; (4) Government expenditure in agriculture. 


Frequency of data collection: 
Annual
Frequency of data dissemination: Annual
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):

The FAO Statistics Division compiles the government expenditure data from questionnaires forwarded to countries, national statistical publications and an array of other sources such other UN bodies, project reports, including studies available in other FAO Divisions, economic journals, etc. 

A major source for Official Development Assistance (ODA) data is the OECD DAC Statistics database where FAO harvests data on commitments from the Development Assistance Community (DAC) made to agricultural sector. This dataset is complemented with information on development assistance from multi-lateral donors including non-concessional loans. Data souces are the annual reports or the web-sites of multilateral donors.
The basic source for the dataset on Capital Stock data in Agriculture is the Agricultural Resources questionnaires on livestock, tractors, irrigated land and land under permanent crops.
Process of validation, editing, verification:
The questionnaires on government expenditure are received as Excel spreadsheets or as hard copies. A clerk goes through the questionnaire checking its level of completeness, looking for gross errors, and checking for compliance with definitions.

Data from the questionnaires are input to on Excel files by typing in pre-defined Excel files organized by domain/continent/countries. Files contain data from starting year to latest year available to make possible comparison and verify consistency over the years. Any comment and data source is also stored in these files. Data from other sources is manually entered into the System during the process of estimating for missing data and series.
 The ODA data from DAC members are downloaded from the OCED website and are analysed for compiling donor commitments to agriculture. For multi-lateral donors, relevant tables by project are extracted from their annual reports. Tables are analyzed to code properly loan concessionality and related parameters, the purpose of the project and co-financing institutions.
The data on capital stock in agriculture is compiled for each country from the Agricultural Resources questionnaire and the value of livestock, machinery and land is aggregated to derive the total value of capital stock in agriculture for each country. 
Software used:  
Most operations are carried out in MS-Excel. An SPSS routine compiles capital stock value at constant prices.
A NET C# database was created to store and query ODA data. 
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 

FAO Statistical Yearbook, Summary of World Food and Agricultural Statistics, CD-ROM and on the FAO web site (new domain to be created in 2010-2011).
Supply Utilization Accounts and Food Balance Sheet
Ongoing activity
Responsible Officer: 

Gladys Moreno Garcia, ESS 

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Statistical Methodology: The statistical methodology adopted for the calculation is reported in the Food Balance Sheets Handbook, Rome 2001, in the Interlinked Computer Storage and Processing System of Food and Agricultural Commodity Data: The ICS Users’ Manual, Rome 1986, in the Supply Utilization Accounts, Food Balance Sheets and Commodity Balances Documentation, Rome 1998. 

Statistical capacity building: There is a continuing capacity building each year in the ESS.  The capacity building in each country depends of the Technical Cooperation Project (TCP) available for the country.

Analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes: The analysis of statistical data resulting is made by the Food Security team.

Data dissemination: FAOSTAT website.

Target audience: Internal and external users.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Data collection of all agricultural commodities:

· Production (area/production of crops, livestock products)
· Trade

· Consumption

· Utilization (feed, seed, waste, other utilization, food).
Frequency of data collection: 
Annual
Frequency of data dissemination: Annual
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 

National Food Balance Sheet if this is available in ESS or in the National Website related with the subject.

Process of validation, editing, verification: Statistical discrepancies, Livestock data checking, SUA- Editing, Standardization process  
Software used: Java Application + Oracle Database for data input and SQL Server database + C# application for dissemination.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): FAOSTAT website.

Collection, Standardization, Summarization of Data and Metadata From Reports of Agricultural Censuses Undertaken by Countries
Ongoing activity
Responsible Officer: 

Mukesh Srivastava, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Target audience are agricultural census professionals and economists. See the link below.

http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/world-census-of-agriculture/main-results-by-country/en/
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
Variables relate to structure of agriculture and change from country to country. For a Exhaustive list of variable refer to Chapter 4 of document SDS 11 on the site

http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/world-census-of-agriculture/en/
Frequency of data collection: 
Ongoing activity of ESS but for a specific country it is decadal. 

Frequency of data dissemination: Ongoing 

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 
Printed reports and web searches.

Process of validation, editing, verification: 
Manual standardization. 

Software used: Excel

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

Web site and reports at the end of the decade, e.g.

1. Report on the 2000 WCA World Census of Agriculture: Main results by country (1996-2005) , Statistical Development Series 12 (under preparation)

2. Report on the 2000 WCA World Census of Agriculture: International Comparison Tables on Structure of Agriculture (1996-2005) , Statistical Development Series 13 (under preparation)

Other activities of Agriculture Census Team:
· Providing information support to other divisions and outside data users (ad hoc)

· Updating of Agriculture Census website (regular)

· Organize meetings to advocate, build capacity or expert consultations (ad hoc).

Agricultural Population Estimates
Ongoing activity
Responsible Officer: 

Seevalingum Ramasawmy, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Estimation of agricultural population data sets and integration to other compiled population estimates from ILO and UN Population Division.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
Data for population are obtained from the UN population Division (Long term series of population estimates and projects from 1961 to 2050). 
Data of economically active population are obtained from the ILO (Economically active population from the ILO and the data refers to the 5th edition, revision 2008; Long term series estimates and projects from 1980 to 2020). 

Frequency of data collection:
Population data from the UN population Division a year following the revision year. The last one was the UN Revision 2008 and data was available by mid 2009.

Frequency of data dissemination: Yearly updates

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Software used: SAS
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet and FAO Statistics Yearbook.

Food Security: Household Survey Programme
Ongoing activity
Responsible Officer: 

Seevalingum Ramasawmy, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Provide capacity building to member countries for deriving food security statistics from the most recent national household income and expenditure surveys (NHIES);

Analysis of available country’s NHIES;

Make available country food consumption data for the reconciliation with food balance sheets data.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

No regular data collection
Frequency of data collection: Not applicable
Frequency of data dissemination: Not applicable
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable
Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Not applicable
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Food security statistics webpage. 

Development and Maintenance and Updating of the Food Security Statistics on The Web
(FAO: Food Security Statistics)
Ongoing activity
Responsible Officer:

Ricardo Sibrian, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:

The Food Security Statistics webpage (FSS) include a collection of data related to Food Security by country and by regions using various grouping criteria. The collection relates to food deprivation (number and prevalence of undernourished, depth of undernourishment), food needs (Minimum Dietary Energy Requirements - MDER), Food supply for humans (Dietary Energy Supply-DES), and others such us Production Index Numbers, Gini coefficient, Child undernutrition, child mortality, population by age/sex, etc. (see details below).

The FSS webpage also include Food Security Statistics country profiles that are part of the FAO country profiles.

Data are extracted either from FAOSTAT or other International databank (UNICEF, WHO, World Bank). In addition it includes a number of documents related to the subject and a number of useful links.
The target of audience is the World.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

FOOD DEPRIVATION: Prevalence of undernourishment in total population; Number of undernourished persons; Food deficit of undernourished population; Minimum dietary energy requirement; Minimum dietary energy requirement. 

FOOD CONSUMPTION: Dietary energy, protein and fat consumption; Food consumption and population growth; Food consumption in quantities by food groups and food items; Food imports and Net-Trade (exports-imports) as a percentage of total food consumption by countries and categories.

FOOD PRODUCTION AND TRADE: Index of Food Production; Production by food groups and food items; Index of imports and export of food, excluding fish; Imports and exports by food groups and food items. 

DIET COMPOSITION: Diet composition - share in total dietary consumption; Food consumption pattern of main food groups by total dietary energy, protein and fat consumption; Diversification index (Contribution of non-starchy food to total Dietary Energy, Protein and Fat Consumption); Food consumption from animal origin - share in total dietary energy, protein and fat consumption; Consumption of micronutrients - Animal and vegetable iron; Vitamin A available for human consumption and share of retinol.

ACCESS TO FOOD: Inequality of dietary energy consumption distribution; Gini coefficients (income and dietary energy consumption); Share of food consumption expenditure in total household consumption expenditure. 

FOOD AID: Food aid shipments - total cereal; Percentage share of food aid in total consumption.

NUTRITIONAL STATUS: Child nutritional status. Undernutrition of children under the age of five years, share underweight, stunting, wasting; percentage share overweight; Adults nutritional status, share of underweight, overweight and obesity.

HEALTH: Life expectancy at birth; Under-five mortality rate; Infant mortality rate (0 - 1 years).

POVERTY: Percentage share of poverty in total, rural and urban population.

POPULATION: Total population by age groups and sex; Total population by age groups and sex; 

Agricultural Population per Hectare of Arable & Permanent crops Land
Frequency of data collection:
Annual
Frequency of data dissemination: Annual
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 
Data are extracted and in some cases elaborated mainly from FAOSTAT, UNICEF, WHO, UN, World Bank databases.

Process of validation, editing, verification: 
Data are analyzed and checked to be consistent with the various sources of information on the situation of the country.
Software used: SAS and Excel

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Internet

Global Monitoring of Undernourishment
Ongoing activity
Responsible Officer: 

Ricardo Sibrian, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
This activity updates development and implementation of the FAO methodology for estimating and monitoring undernourishment for MDG and WFS targets on hunger reduction.
The statistical methodology with most recent updates is described in the FAO Food Security Statistics webpage at Metadata in the link below.

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/ess/documents/food_security_statistics/metadata/undernourishment_methodology.pdf .

Resulting statistical tables are in publications, databases and webpages (The State of Food Insecurity in the World (SOFI), World Development Indicators (World Bank), UNSD Millennium Development Goals Database, FAO Food security Statistics webpage and FAO Statistics yearbook and FAO Hunger Portal among others. 

Number and prevalence of undernourished, data are calculated from 1990-92 to the most recent year for which DES is available 3-year average periods.

The target of audience is the World.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
· National Household Survey (NHS) data published and statistics derived from micro-data collected in NHS and analyzed using the Food Security Statistics Module (FSSM) for estimating inequality in dietary energy consumption due to income in countries.
· Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS), Multiple Indicators Cluster Surveys (MICS) and AGN Division for estimating weight for attained heights by age and sex in countries.

· UN Population Division for updating population sex and age structure for estimating minimum dietary energy requirements as well as the number of people in conditions of undernourishment.

· FAO Food Balance Sheets for estimating food available for human consumption in terms of dietary energy.

· Normative values for BMI distribution by age and sex (WHO) and for human energy requirements (FAO/WHO/UNU).
Ad hoc collection of data as and when available from country websites, World Bank and WHO websites

Frequency of data collection: 

Update on an annual basis (As and when data are available) 

Updates of FBS on yearly basis, of population every two years, NHS and DHS when conducted and made available.

Frequency of data dissemination: Yearly dissemination. 

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 

Data harvesting as describe previously.

Process of validation, editing, verification: 

NHS’ are confronted with FBS estimates using food patterns. Estimations are analysed and confronted with economic and social situation in countries.
Software used: SAS and Excel.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 

SOFI, WDI (World Bank), UNSD MDG Database, FAO Food Security Statistics webpage and FAO Statistics yearbook and FAO Hunger Portal.
Data dissemination: Faostat, FAO statistical yearbook, ESS website
Ongoing activity
Responsible Officer: 

Kafkas Caprazli, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Data dissemination:  (FAOSTAT, FAO Statistical Yearbook, ESS Website)

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): Not applicable
Frequency of data collection: 
Not applicable
Frequency of data dissemination: Ongoing
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 
Depending on type of data set
Process of validation, editing, verification:  
FAOSTAT data verified by data owner prior to dissemination

Software used: 
MS.net, SQL server

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet, publications, CD-ROM
COUNTRYSTAT

Planned activity for 2010/11

Responsible Officer: 

Kafkas Caprazli, Naman Keita, Paul Ngoma-Kimbatsa, ESS 
Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
CountrySTAT for Sub-Saharan Africa will build up an effective programme for handling interconnected statistical information and visual indicators on food and agriculture at subnational, national, international levels in line to support the commitment of the World Food Summit and Millennium Development Goals, especially reduction of extreme poverty and hunger.
Identification and quantification of the problems, constraints and means is the first step to effective decision making to achieve the goals set. Developing policy options to achieve the goals within the resource constraints identified is the next step. Finally being able to measure and monitor the outcomes is the final essential step. All these require relevant, up to date, reliable and easily accessible information.

The purpose of the project is to provide a framework, a tool and an environment for constructing affordable and sustainable food and agriculture statistics databases in 17 Sub-Saharan Countries in Africa. CountrySTAT is proposed as the framework and the tool to compile, organize and disseminate food and agriculture statistics in these countries. The basic features of CountrySTAT include country ownership, partnership among stakeholders (both users and suppliers), integration of different subject domains, integration of agricultural statistics to rest of the statistical system in the countries and integration of the national statistics to the international statistical system.

In summary good information infrastructure is a prerequisite of effective and efficient policy decisions. Efficient subject related information systems are those which can be easily integrated with other information systems over space, domain and time.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
Primary data: Production, Trade, Prices, Land Use, Population, Labor, Fertilizers, Pesticides, Machinery, Forestry, Fisheries, Water. 
Frequency of data collection:
As and when countries are able to collect / real-time / ongoing. CountrySTAT is a capacity building initiative aimed the establishment of nationally owned and maintained systems / processes for ongoing and/or constant data collection.

Frequency of data dissemination:
As and when countries are able to disseminate / real-time / ongoing. CountrySTAT is a capacity building initiative aimed the establishment of nationally owned and maintained systems / processes for ongoing and/or constant data dissemination.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Questionnaires, survey, census, others.

Process of validation, editing, verification:
CountrySTAT implementation calls for regular meetings of a specially established national Technical Working Group of key stakeholders in each country (Ministries, Statistical Offices, etc.). 

These monthly meetings ensure a systematic process for data collection, validation and publication to each National CountrySTAT Web site.

Software used:
CountrySTAT can operate in many popular formats: HTML, XML, MS Excel, CSV, SDMX-ML \ files and others. It is Internet and CD-ROM based so it is instantly available to everyone.

The system is powered by PC-Axis, a software family owned by Statistics Sweden and used worldwide by approximately 50 governments, including those of the Nordic countries. FAO developed CountrySTAT via the PC-Axis software component, which matches the needs of developing countries.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

Internet
 and CD-ROM on-demand (for example on the occasion of a National CountrySTAT Launch).

In addition, CountrySTAT will support automated statistical data and metadata harvesting via SDMX (including SDMX Registry); a pilot was completed in 2009.

Technical Support to Agricultural Censuses and Surveys of Countries
Ongoing activity
Responsible Officer: 
Naman Keita, Pual N’Goma Kimbasta, Mukesh Srivastava, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Backstopping projects related to agricultural census and surveys with a view to providing methodological support

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): Not applicable
Frequency of data collection: Not applicable
Frequency of data dissemination: Not applicable
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable
Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Depends upon the country assisted.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Depends upon the country.
FAO/OEA-CIE/IICA Working Group on Agricultural and Livestock Statistics for Latin America and the Caribbean (26th Session)
Planned activity for 2010/11

Responsible Officer: 


Hiek Som, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:

Statutory Body meeting on agricultural and livestock statistics for Latin America and the Caribbean.
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): Not applicable
Frequency of data collection:

No data collection activity. The Working Group will meet once during the biennium (2010-11) in an RLC country.

Frequency of data dissemination: Not applicable.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable
Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Not applicable
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Not applicable
International Advisory Group on FAO Statistics
Planned activity for 2010/11

Responsible Officer: 

Hiek Som, ESS
Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:

Advice by International Experts on FAO statistics programmes and statistical standards.
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): Not applicable
Frequency of data collection:

No data collection activity. The Advisory Group will meet once during the biennium (2010-11).

Frequency of data dissemination: Not applicable
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable
Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Not applicable
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Not applicable
Study Group on Food and Agricultural Statistics in Europe (29th Session)
Planned activity for 2010/11

Responsible Officer: 


Hiek Som, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:

Statutory Body meeting on food and agricultural statistics for Europe.
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): Not applicable
Frequency of data collection:

No data collection activity. The Working Group will meet once during the biennium (2010-11).

Frequency of data dissemination: Not applicable
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable
Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Not applicable
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Not applicable
Implementation Plan for Africa of the Global Strategy for Improving Agricultural and Rural Statistics
Planned activity for 2010/11

Responsible Officer:

 Pietro Gennari, Naman Keita, Hiek Som, Xiaoning Gong, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:


In order to address a declining trend in the availability and quality of agricultural statistics in many developing countries, a global initiative at international level has been launched to develop a global strategy under the auspices of the United Nations Statistical Commission which aims to provide the framework and methodology that will lead to the improvement of national and international food and agricultural statistics (including forestry, fisheries and aquaculture). It identifies the key issues and challenges for agricultural statistics, establishes a core set of statistics that are comparable and relevant, and provides methodologies to measure them under a framework to integrate agricultural and rural statistics into the national and international statistical system. It provides a model to integrate the overlapping data requirements from other sectors, and addresses the need to improve statistical capacity. A key element is the effective integration of agriculture into the national statistical system. The Global Strategy is to be followed by an Implementation Plan.
Given the specific situation of Africa Region, it was agreed to initiate the preparation of the Implementation Plan for Africa of the Global Strategy which will include 3 components (Technical Assistance, Training and Research). The proposal will be presented for discussion with donors at the Fifth International Conference on Agricultural Statistics (ICAS-V) to be held in Kampala, Uganda in October 2010.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

Internet, publications

FAO/Paris21 Guidelines on Mainstreaming Agricultural Statistics into National Strategy for Development of Statistics
Planned activity for 2010/11

Responsible Officer: 

Hiek Som, Naman Keita, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
The analysis of the National Strategies for Development of Statistics done by PARIS21 reveals that in many countries, the Agricultural sector is poorly covered for many reasons.

This guidelines aims at assisting countries in mainstreaming Agricultural Statistics in their NSDS
The guidelines will be prepared jointly by FAO and PARIS21.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

Hard copy, CD-ROM and Internet.

FAO/Paris21 Regional Workshop on Use of IHSN Toolkit to Document Agricultural Censuses
Planned activity for 2010/11

Responsible Officer: 

Mukesh Srivastava, Naman Keita, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
The purpose of the Regional Workshops will be to train the national staff involved in the implementation the World Programme for Census of Agriculture 2010 and agricultural surveys in the use of IHSN toolkit to document agricultural censuses and surveys. This toolkit, which is based on the international standards in terms of metadata and the data documentation initiative (DDI), has been successfully used by the IHSN to document Household Surveys in more than 100 countries around the world. The Data Documentation Initiative is an international effort to establish a standard for technical documentation describing data with specifications written in XML.

For the Workshop will be jointly organised by PARIS21/IHSN and FAO with the Ecole Nationale Supérieure de la Statistique et de l’Economie Appliquée d’Abidjan for selected African countries.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

Face to face training workshop.

Two Regional Workshops on Sampling for Agricultural Surveys and Censuses for (I) 16 English Speaking Countries in Africa And (Ii) for Caribbean Countries
Planned activity for 2010/11

Responsible Officer: 

Naman Keita, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
The purpose of the Regional Workshops will be to upgrade the technical knowledge and skills of national staff involved in the implementation of the new World Programme for Census of Agriculture 2010 and agricultural surveys. The modular approach recommended in the World Programme for Census of Agriculture 2010 implies intensive use of sampling for thematic modules in addition to the core module which is to be covered through complete enumeration.

The Workshop in Accra, will be jointly organised by FAO, the USDA/NASS and Ghana Statistical Service 19-23 April 2010. National sampling specialists from 16 English speaking countries in Africa will attend the workshop.

The Workshop in the Caribbean region will be organised by FAO in November 2010. National sampling specialists from about 15 Caribbean countries will attend the workshop.
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

Face to face training workshop.
Field Projects
Ongoing activities

Responsible Officer:

Mukesh Srivastava, Naman Keita, ESS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
The field projects of ESS cover a wide range of subjects and countries. The majority of the projects focus on assistance to preparation and conduct of agricultural census and establishment of a permanent system for agricultural system. But there are r subjects such as support to food security information system, establishment of an Observatory on Agricultural and Rural Development, CountrySTAT systems, Supply Utilisation Accounts and Food balance Sheets, etc. The countries are mainly in Africa, Asia/Pacific, Latin America/Caribbean, Europe/Central Asia.

The table below, extracted from FAO database of projects, gives an indication of the field projects for which ESS is Lead Technical Units (Budget of more than 100000 $):

Budget

Country

Topic

5607000  
GLOBAL

CountrySTAT

4088784
HAITI


Census of agriculture (conduct of field operations)

2305554
ERITREA

Census of agriculture

1506025
HAITI


Census of agriculture (Processing/analysis)

1500000
NIGER


Consolidation of census of agriculture and 







permanent system

1454700
LEBANON

Observatory of Agriculture and Rural Development

585000

CHILE


CountrySTAT

561885

MOZAMBIQUE
Agricultural Statistics Master Plan 

510281

REGIONAL

Capacity building and methodological research

410000

BENIN


Census of agriculture

401000

MOZAMBIQUE
Census of agriculture

382000

SAO TOME

Census of agriculture

345000

HAITI


Census of agriculture (Preparation)

325000

GLOBAL

Census Data rescue and Food Security analysis

309110

CHAD


Census of agriculture

266677

COMORES

Census of agriculture

261000

BURKINA FASO
Census of agriculture

247000

MOLDOVA

Census of agriculture

237066

SURINAME

Census of agriculture

206790

MADAGASCAR
Census of agriculture

141948

IRAN


Improvement of agricultural statistics system

There are many more projects are under the technical responsibility of ESS and regional statisticians.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): Not applicable
Frequency of data collection: Not applicable
Frequency of data dissemination: Not applicable
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable
Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Not applicable
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Not applicable
TRADE AND MARKET DIVISION (EST):
Data collection and dissemination

Banana and citrus country balance sheets (BCBS)

Country cereal balance sheets (CCBS)

Dairy country balance sheets (DCBS)

Tropical fruit country balance sheets (FCBS)

Hides and skins country balance sheets (HCBS)

Jute and hard fibres country balance sheets (JCBS)

Meat country balance sheets (MCBS)

Oilseed country balance sheets (OCBS)

Sugar country balance sheets (SCBS)

Tea country balance sheets (TCBS)

FAO food price index and FAO commodity price indices
International agricultural commodity prices

Global information and early warning system (GIEWS) national food prices database

Global information and early warning system (GIEWS) food aid shipments/deliveries database

Banana and Citrus Country Balance Sheets (BCBS)

Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Kaison Chang, Adam Bikram Prakash, EST

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Maintenance of annual country banana and citrus supply and utilization balance sheets through collection of reported data from official and unofficial sources and/or estimation/forecasting of own values where necessary. The balances are the backbone of EST global market monitoring work in general. Although use of the full database is generally restricted to internal FAO only, selected key data is regularly published (tables and charts) for the international community at large, via hardcopy and electronic web-based products. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Data are collected for the following variables and the time series starts from 1980:

Area harvested, Yield, Production Quantity, Imports, Exports, Closing Stocks 

Frequency of data collection: Continuous basis
Frequency of data dissemination: 

About 2 to 4 major disseminations per year but ad hoc reports can be requested/required at any time.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):  

Questionnaires used for some countries but not a major source of data. Variety of web sources are used for official and unofficial data. Otherwise, Reuters, e-mail, hard copy reports 

Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Visual Basic.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet/e-mail, statistical bulletins and publications.
Country Cereal Balance Sheets (CCBS)

Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 
Liliana Balbi, Shukri Ahmed, Paul Racionzer, Concepcion Calpe, EST

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Maintenance of annual country cereal supply and utilization balance sheets through collection of reported data from official and unofficial sources and/or estimation/forecasting of own values where necessary. The balances are the backbone of the GIEWS food security monitoring and early warning activities as well as the EST global cereal monitoring work in general. Although use of the full database is generally restricted to internal FAO only, selected key data is regularly published (tables and charts) for the international community at large, via hardcopy and electronic web-based products. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Data are collected for the following variables and the time series starts from 1980.

	Production quantity

	MY
 Imports

	MY Commercial Imports

	MY Food Aid

	J/J
 Imports

	Food Use

	Feed Use

	Other Uses

	MY Exports

	 J/J Exports

	Closing Stocks

	Government stocks

	Population


Frequency of data collection: Continuous basis
Frequency of data dissemination: About 4 to 6 major disseminations per year but ad hoc reports can be requested/required at any time.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Questionnaires used for some countries but not a major source of data. Variety of web sources are used for official and unofficial data. Otherwise, e-mail, hard copy reports, country visits. 

Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Excel, Access, Visual Basic.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Internet/e-mail and publications
Dairy Country Balance Sheets (DCBS)

Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Concepcion Calpe, Adam Bikram Prakash, EST

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Maintenance of annual country dairy supply and utilization balance sheets through collection of reported data from official and unofficial sources and/or estimation/forecasting of own values where necessary. The balances are the backbone of EST global market monitoring work in general. Although use of the full database is generally restricted to internal FAO only, selected key data is regularly published (tables and charts) for the international community at large, via hardcopy and electronic web-based products. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Data are collected for the following variables and the time series starts from 1980: Dairy Animal Inventories, Production Quantity, Imports, and Exports. 

Frequency of data collection: Continuous basis
Frequency of data dissemination: 

About 2 to 4 major disseminations per year but ad hoc reports can be requested/required at any time.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):  

Questionnaires used for some countries but not a major source of data. Variety of web sources are used for official and unofficial data. Otherwise, Reuters, e-mail, hard copy reports 

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Software used: Visual Basic

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet/e-mail and publications.

Tropical Fruit Country Balance Sheets (FCBS)

Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Kaison Chang, Adam Bikram Prakash, EST

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Maintenance of annual country tropical fruit supply and utilization balance sheets through collection of reported data from official and unofficial sources and/or estimation/forecasting of own values where necessary. The balances are the backbone of EST global market monitoring work in general. Although use of the full database is generally restricted to internal FAO only, selected key data is regularly published (tables and charts) for the international community at large, via hardcopy and electronic web-based products. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Data are collected for the following variables and the time series starts from 1980: Area harvested, Yield, Production Quantity, Imports, Exports, Closing Stocks 

Frequency of data collection: Continuous basis
Frequency of data dissemination: 

About 2 to 4 major disseminations per year but ad hoc reports can be requested/required at any time.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):  

Questionnaires used for some countries but not a major source of data. Variety of web sources are used for official and unofficial data. Otherwise, Reuters, e-mail, hard copy reports 

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Software used: Visual Basic.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet/e-mail, statistical bulletins and publications.
Hides and Skins Country Balance Sheets (HCBS)
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Kaison Chang, Adam Bikram Prakash, EST

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Maintenance of annual country hides and skins supply and utilization balance sheets through collection of reported data from official and unofficial sources and/or estimation/forecasting of own values where necessary. The balances are the backbone of EST global market monitoring work in general. Although use of the full database is generally restricted to internal FAO only, selected key data is regularly published (tables and charts) for the international community at large, via hardcopy and electronic web-based products. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Data are collected for the following variables and the time series starts from 1980: Animal Inventories, Production Quantity, Imports, and Exports.  

Frequency of data collection: Continuous basis
Frequency of data dissemination: 
About 2 to 4 major disseminations per year but ad hoc reports can be requested/required at any time.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):  
Questionnaires used for some countries but not a major source of data. Variety of web sources are used for official and unofficial data. Otherwise, Reuters, e-mail, hard copy reports 

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Software used: Visual Basic.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet/e-mail, statistical bulletins and publications.

Jute and Hard Fibres Country Balance Sheets (JCBS)

Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Kaison Chang, Adam Bikram Prakash, EST

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Maintenance of annual country jute and hard fibres supply and utilization balance sheets through collection of reported data from official and unofficial sources and/or estimation/forecasting of own values where necessary. The balances are the backbone of EST global market monitoring work in general. Although use of the full database is generally restricted to internal FAO only, selected key data is regularly published (tables and charts) for the international community at large, via hardcopy and electronic web-based products. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Data are collected for the following variables and the time series starts from 1980: Area harvested, Yield, Production Quantity, Imports, Exports, Closing Stocks 

Frequency of data collection: Continuous basis
Frequency of data dissemination: 

About 2 to 4 major disseminations per year but ad hoc reports can be requested/required at any time.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):  

Questionnaires used for some countries but not a major source of data. Variety of web sources are used for official and unofficial data. Otherwise, Reuters, e-mail, hard copy reports 

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Software used: Visual Basic

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet/e-mail, statistical bulletins and publications.

Meat Country Balance Sheets (MCBS)

Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Concepcion Calpe, Adam Bikram Prakash, EST

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Maintenance of annual country meat supply and utilization balance sheets through collection of reported data from official and unofficial sources and/or estimation/forecasting of own values where necessary. The balances are the backbone of EST global market monitoring work in general. Although use of the full database is generally restricted to internal FAO only, selected key data is regularly published (tables and charts) for the international community at large, via hardcopy and electronic web-based products. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Data are collected for the following variables and the time series starts from 1980: Inventories, Slaughterings, Live Imports, Live Exports, Production Quantity, Imports, Exports, and Closing Stocks. 

Frequency of data collection: Continuous basis
Frequency of data dissemination: 

About 2 to 4 major disseminations per year but ad hoc reports can be requested/required at any time.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):  

Questionnaires used for some countries but not a major source of data. Variety of web sources are used for official and unofficial data. Otherwise, Reuters, e-mail, hard copy reports 

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Software used: Visual Basic

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet/e-mail and publications.

Oilseed Country Balance Sheets (OCBS)

Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Peter Thoenes, Adam Bikram Prakash, EST

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Maintenance of annual country oilseed complex supply and utilization balance sheets through collection of reported data from official and unofficial sources and/or estimation/forecasting of own values where necessary. The balances are the backbone of EST global market monitoring work in general. Although use of the full database is generally restricted to internal FAO only, selected key data is regularly published (tables and charts) for the international community at large, via hardcopy and electronic web-based products. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Data are collected for the following variables and the time series starts from 1980: Area harvested, Yield, Production Quantity, Imports, Exports, Closing Stocks, Seed Crushing Rates, Oil and Meal Extraction for trade and domestic use, and protein contents.

Frequency of data collection: Continuous basis
Frequency of data dissemination: 

About 2 to 4 major disseminations per year but ad hoc reports can be requested/required at any time.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):  

Questionnaires used for some countries but not a major source of data. Variety of web sources are used for official and unofficial data. Otherwise, Reuters, e-mail, hard copy reports 

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Software used: Visual Basic

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet/e-mail and publications.

Sugar Country Balance Sheets (SCBS)

Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Kaison Chang, Adam Bikram Prakash, EST

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Maintenance of annual country sugar supply and utilization balance sheets through collection of reported data from official and unofficial sources and/or estimation/forecasting of own values where necessary. The balances are the backbone of EST global market monitoring work in general. Although use of the full database is generally restricted to internal FAO only, selected key data is regularly published (tables and charts) for the international community at large, via hardcopy and electronic web-based products. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Data are collected for the following variables and the time series starts from 1980: Area harvested, Yield, Production Quantity, Imports, Exports, and Closing Stocks. 

Frequency of data collection: Continuous basis
Frequency of data dissemination: 

About 2 to 4 major disseminations per year but ad hoc reports can be requested/required at any time.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):  

Questionnaires used for some countries but not a major source of data. Variety of web sources are used for official and unofficial data. Otherwise, Reuters, e-mail, hard copy reports 

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Software used: Visual Basic

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet/e-mail and publications.

Tea Country Balance Sheets (TCBS)

Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Kaison Chang, Adam Bikram Prakash, EST

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Maintenance of annual country tea supply and utilization balance sheets through collection of reported data from official and unofficial sources and/or estimation/forecasting of own values where necessary. The balances are the backbone of EST global market monitoring work in general. Although use of the full database is generally restricted to internal FAO only, selected key data is regularly published (tables and charts) for the international community at large, via hardcopy and electronic web-based products. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Data are collected for the following variables and the time series starts from 1980: Area harvested, Yield, Production Quantity, Imports, Exports, Closing Stocks 

Frequency of data collection: Continuous basis
Frequency of data dissemination: 

About 2 to 4 major disseminations per year but ad hoc reports can be requested/required at any time.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 

Questionnaires used for some countries but not a major source of data. Variety of web sources are used for official and unofficial data. Otherwise, Reuters, e-mail, hard copy reports 

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Software used: Visual Basic

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet/e-mail, statistical bulletins and publications.

FAO Food Price Index and FAO Commodity Price Indices
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Abdolreza Abbassian, Shirley Mustafa, EST
Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Description of Statistical Activity: Calculation of monthly price indices for basic food commodities based on representative world (export) prices of those commodities.    
· The FAO Food Price Index: a measure of the monthly change in international prices of a basket of food commodities.
· The FAO Food Commodity Price Indices: show changes in monthly international prices of major food commodities.

Target Audience: Global commodity/food market analysts, Governments, media and general public

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

Monthly series on international prices of selected commodities (converted to indices using trade based weights).  
Frequency of data collection: 
Monthly

Frequency of data dissemination: Monthly
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 
Commodity exchanges and official (sources) publications 

Process of validation, editing, verification: 

Weekly prices as collected by individual commodity analysts are used to calculate monthly averages for the food index and the commodity indices as defined below:   

Food Price Index: Consists of the average of six commodity group price indices mentioned above weighted with the average export shares of each of the groups for 2002-2004: in total 55 commodity quotations considered by FAO Commodity Specialists as representing the international prices of the food commodities noted are included in the overall index.
Meat Price Index: Consists of three poultry meat product quotations (the average weighted by assumed fixed trade weights), four bovine meat product quotations (average weighted by assumed fixed trade weights), two pigmeat product quotations (average weighted by assumed fixed trade weights), one ovine meat product quotation (average weighted by assumed fixed trade weights): the four meat group average prices are weighted by world average export trade shares for 2002-2004.

Dairy Price Index: Consists of butter, SMP, WMP, cheese, casein price quotations; the average is weighted by world average export trade shares for 2002-2004.
Cereals Price Index: This index is compiled using the grains and rice price indices weighted by their average trade share for 2002-2004. The grains Price Index consists of International Grains Council (IGC) wheat price index, itself average of nine different wheat price quotations, and one maize export quotation; after expressing the maize price into its index form and converting the base of the IGC index to 2002-2004. The Rice Price Index consists of three components containing average prices of 16 rice quotations: the components are Indica, Japonica and Aromatic rice varieties and the weights for combining the three components are assumed (fixed) trade shares of the three varieties.
Oil and Fat Price Index: Consists of an average of 11 different oils (including animal and fish oils) weighted with average export trade shares of each oil product for 2002-2004.
Sugar Price Index: Index form of the International Sugar Agreement prices with 2002-2004 as base.

Software used: GIEWS Workstation & Excel
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
The indices are updated regularly every month (by the fourth day of each month) with two charts and one table posted on the FAO Food Situation Portal at http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/wfs-home/en/?no_cache=1. They are also reported twice a year in Food Outlook (in June and November) under Market Indicators.  

International Agricultural Commodity Prices
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

EST

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Collection of export prices of the major agricultural commodities traded internationally to provide a reference database including latest prices required for EST global/regional food situation monitoring and trade and market studies. Prices are also published on the web as a useful “one-stop” resource to governments and the international community at large.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Daily and weekly prices of major internationally traded commodities (about 40). Times series starts from 1980 but varies greatly according to commodity.
Frequency of data collection: Continuous basis
Frequency of data dissemination: Continuous basis

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):  

Mostly from government and non-government international organizations e.g. USDA, IGS via web/e-mail/news agency.
Process of validation, editing, verification:
Software used: Excel

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet/e-mail and publications.

Global Information and Early Warning System (Giews) National Food Prices Database
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Liliana Balbi, EST

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Collection of basic food commodity prices in selected markets for selected countries (mostly LIFDC). This activity is primarily being undertaken to allow analysis of latest basic food prices and short to medium-term price trends to be included in GIEWS food security monitoring and early warning activities. The price data system offers the possibility to convert values to USD/tonne or kg or to convert NOMINAL prices to REAL prices.
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Monthly price values are collected.

As of December 2009, 68 countries were included in the dataset (mostly LIFDC). 

As of December 2009, 54 different food commodities were included in the database but coverage varies greatly according to country.
Time series spans from 1990 to current month but start date varies greatly according to country/commodity.

Frequency of data collection: Continuous basis
Frequency of data dissemination: Continuous basis

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):  

Variety of web sources are used for official and unofficial data. Otherwise, e-mail. 

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Software used: Excel, Access, Visual Basic, SQL.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet and publications.

Global Information and Early Warning System (Giews) Food Aid Shipments/Deliveries Database
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Liliana Balbi, Shukri Ahmed, Paul Racionzer, EST

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Monitoring of food aid shipments/deliveries and commercial trade data in the Low-Income Food-Deficit countries. The food aid data comes direct from the World Food Programme (WFP) INTERFAIS database. We do not modify it but put it in our own database for the purpose of reporting according to our own specific needs i.e. by individual country market year when necessary and with all products in grain equivalent. The INTERFAIS data is complimented with commercial trade data from the CCBS database to permit the analysis of the LIFDC countries’ actual import positions in the current year (i.e. total import requirements vis-à-vis commercial purchases and food aid).
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Quantities of food aid shipped/delivered. Series runs from 1988 onwards. Individual records have shipment & delivery date fields to nearest day but data is normally reported aggregated to calendar or marketing year.
Frequency of data collection: 
INTERFAIS data is received from WFP about 6 to 8 times annually. 

Frequency of data dissemination: 

About 4 to 6 major disseminations per year but ad hoc reports can be requested/required at any time.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):  

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Software used: Excel, Access.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet and publications.
GENDER, EQUITY AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT DIVISION (ESW):
Data collection and dissemination

Sex-disaggregated re-tabulation of existing agricultural and rural data sources for gender analysis

Gender and land rights database

Statistical capacity building, including meetings and working groups

Production of technical guidelines and training materials for gender and statistics to support data production and use

Capacity building in sex-disaggregated data for agricultural and rural development

Technical support to agricultural censuses/surveys in gender
Sex-Disaggregated Retabulation of Existing Agricultural and Rural Data Sources for Gender Analysis
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

John Curry, ESW

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Existing agricultural/rural censuses and survey questionnaires are reviewed, sex-disaggregated tabulation plans are developed and sex-disaggregated tables are produced by national statistics offices for gender analysis. Results are now being reported in Gender statistical profile reports of the agricultural sector of the participating country.  

ESW-supported gender-sensitive data re-tabulation and analysis activities include: Togo (1991-92), Burkina Faso (1993), Chile (2002), Viet Nam (2001-2) and Hungary (2001-4), Niger and Tanzania (in conjunction with the preparation of Gender Statistical Profiles). Re-tabulation of existing data sets to generate sex-disaggregated data tables are a key activity in Cambodia, Lao PDR and Viet Nam under the project, Strengthening National Capacities for Socially- and Sex-disaggregated Data FSPP/GLO/004/SWE/ BABY02, which will be completed at the end of April 2010. Gender re-tabulated data sets also feature in FAO gender statistics training events as problem sets for in-class exercises, and for post-workshop follow-up to reinforce skills learned during the workshops (See Sheet #2). Major target groups are national producers and users of agricultural and rural statistics. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

Type of data re-tabulated varies according to the situation. Data items broadly fall under the Data Items categories recommended by the Agri-Gender Data Base:

Data Items
1 Agricultural population and households 

2 Access to productive resources

3 Production and productivity

4 Destination of agricultural produce

5 Labour and time-use

6 Income and expenditures

7 Membership of agricultural/farmer organisations

8 Food security

9 Poverty indicators

Frequency of data collection: Ad hoc, depends on resources and national collaborators
Frequency of data dissemination: As above
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 
Use existing agricultural/rural data sets
Process of validation, editing, verification: 
Consistency checks of draft tables produced.
Software used: 
Depends on the data processing software used by the particular NSO; most often Excel and SPSS
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Tabulation reports; CD-ROM, web links, as appropriate
Gender and Land Rights Database
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer:

Zoraida Garcia, ESW
Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Data collection and validation on gender and land. Information uploaded in the online database Gender and Land Rights

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
Total number of agricultural holdings

Women holders

Number of holdings under co-ownership

Holdings under common property

Rural households headed by women

Gini concentration index

Frequency of data collection: Every two years
Frequency of data dissemination: Permanent
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 
Questionnaire sent to countries
Process of validation, editing, verification: screening of information and consistency check
Software used: Excel 
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Internet
Production of Technical Guidelines and Training Materials for Gender And Statistics to Support Data Production and Use
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

John Curry; Diana Tempelman, ESW

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

These materials include technical handbooks and manuals, dissemination materials training packages and other resource materials. Technical handbooks and manuals include: 
· Guidelines for the Improvement of Statistics on Women: Obtaining Statistics from national agricultural surveys in selected countries of the Near East. 1996.

· Statistics and Gender. Agricultural Censuses: orientations for a revision of concepts and methodology. 1998

· Filling the Data Gap: Gender-Sensitive Statistics for Agricultural Development, 1999.
· Agricultural Censuses and Gender Considerations: Concepts and Methodology, 1999 (for use with the WCA 2000 guidelines).
· ESW-SEAGA training package, “Gender-Disaggregated Data for Agriculture and Rural Development. Guide for Facilitators”, 2003.

· Guidelines for use of the Agri-Gender Data Base: statistical toolkit for the production and use of sex-disaggregated data, 2009 (for use with the WCA 2010 guidelines)
Additional guidelines and support materials will result from the activities of the project, Strengthening National Capacities for Socially- and Sex-disaggregated Data. This will be completed at the end of April 2010.
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): Not applicable
Frequency of data collection: Not applicable
Frequency of data dissemination: As appropriate
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable
Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Word processing
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Hard copy, CD-ROM, Internet

Capacity Building in Sex-Disaggregated Data for Agricultural and Rural Development
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

John Curry; Libor Stloukal, ESW

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

This activity builds capacity in Gender and Agricultural Statistics through training of national producers and users of agricultural statistics in the importance, production, analysis and use of sex-disaggregated data from agricultural and rural censuses and surveys to support agricultural and rural policy formulation and implementation.  As of December, 2009, this programme has trained approximately 450 producers and users of agricultural statistics (245 women, 220 men) from 45 countries in 20 training events.   

The current version of the FAO training package in gender statistics is entitled, “Gender-Disaggregated Data for Agriculture and Rural Development. Guide for Facilitators”, published in 2003 as part of the ESW Socio-Economics and Gender Analysis (SEAGA) Program. English Arabic, French, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish, versions are available. The package has been nationally/regionally adapted and used in numerous training workshops in Africa, Europe, Latin America/Caribbean and Asia. In the near future, these materials are likely to be supplanted by other materials including the Agri-Gender Data Base guidelines (see sheet #1) and  the training materials produced under the project, Strengthening National Capacities for Socially- and Sex-disaggregated Data FSPP/GLO/004/SWE/ BABY02

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): No original data collected. Training relies on preparation of practice data sets prepared from existing agricultural censuses and surveys from the country or region. Content varies widely depending on the content of the source data.

Frequency of data collection: As needed for particular training events
Frequency of data dissemination: No dissemination of data undertaken sensu strictu.  

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Re-tabulation of existing data to prepare practice data sets, as indicated above
Process of validation, editing, verification: NA for training/illustrative purposes
Software used: Excel, Access, SPSS used in training, depending on needs and capacity of participants

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Workshop reports
Technical Support to Agricultural censuses/surveys in gender
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Diana Tempelman; John Curry, ESW

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

ESW provides technical support in Gender to national agricultural statistics systems largely within the framework of WCA, most often as a component of Technical Cooperation projects (TCP) to assist in the preparation of agricultural censuses. This assistance may include:

· identification of a national gender consultant;

· preparation of a paper highlighting the availability of and need for gender disaggregated data in that specific country;

· preparation of a gender statistics component for the overall enumerator training;

· introduction of gender aspects into the general information campaign on the data collection exercise; 

· review for gender biases of questionnaires, sampling framework and definitions used;

· facilitation of contacts between statisticians and “gender planners”;

· preparation of plan of tables;

· review of final publications and distribution plan.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): NA (see above)
Frequency of data collection: Ad hoc; as Gender TS is included in TCP plan
Frequency of data dissemination: As above
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): As above
Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Not applicable
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): As per census plan
FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE DEPARTMENT

POLICY AND ECONOMICS DIVISION (FIE):

Statistical methodology

Revise nutrition factor to improve FBS estimation

Rehabilitation of fleet statistics

Development of integrated dissemination system of global capture statistics

Data collection and dissemination

Preparation of annual fishery statistics
Planed activity for 2010/11: Review and revision of FAO fishery and aquaculture data collection including amendment in questionnaires 
Upgrading FishStat (FAO fisheries statistics dissemination software)
Rehabilitation of historical series of commodity and trade statistics (i.e. 1950-1975)
Statistical capacity building, meetings, coordination and working groups

FAO Strategy for Improving Information on Status and Trends of Capture Fisheries / Strategy and Outline Plan for Improving Information on Status and Trends of Aquaculture
Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics

Revise Nutrition Factor to Improve FBS Estimation
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Stefania Vannuccini, FIPS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Revise the nutritional factors in order to split between “tunas/tuna like species” and “other pelagics” as well as “freshwater” and “diadromous” and implement into the Food Balance Sheet estimation to better reflect the actual contribution of different groups to food and nutrient. 
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): Not applicable 
Frequency of data collection: Not applicable
Frequency of data dissemination: 
To be reflected as annual FBS estimation

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable

Process of validation, editing, verification: 
Software used: Not applicable

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc

Rehabilitation of Fleet Statistics
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Sachiko Tsuji, FIPS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Rebuild fleet statistics that was suspended for dissemination since 1998 due to data consistency and reliability problems. Tasks include re-defining the target statistics, development of new methodology with additional data sources, and re-estimation of historical data. 
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

Vessel number and capacity in registration as well as those in operations by flag and size class, and effort in days by gears if possible. 
Frequency of data collection: Annual
Frequency of data dissemination: To be decided

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 

Questionnaire, web available information

Process of validation, editing, verification: Consistency checking
Software used: Not applicable

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet, publications, CD-ROM etc

Development of Integrated Dissemination System of Global Capture Statistics
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Sachiko Tsuji, FIPS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Development of the system to allow dissemination and data retrieval of various capture statistics that are maintained by regional and global institutes from one place using harmonized formats and codes. Separation between catch taken within and outside of Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) would be embedded corresponding to the United Nations General Assembly recommendation to FAO.
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

Catch by species, areas and year. 
Frequency of data collection: Various.
Frequency of data dissemination: Not decided yet.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 

Access through web. Direct connection among DBs is under consideration as a future option.

Process of validation, editing, verification: 

Catch reallocation to geographical areas depending on fish species distribution characteristics is incorporated as modelled estimates.
Software used: SQL etc

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Internet

Preparation of Annual Fishery Statistics
Ongoing
Responsible Officer: 

Sachiko Tsuji, FIPS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Collection, collation and dissemination of FAO annual fishery statistics. 
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

Capture production and aquaculture production by species, countries, and area, import, export and production in quantity and value by commodities and countries, employments, and apparent food consumption of fish and fishery/aquaculture products.  
Frequency of data collection: Annual
Frequency of data dissemination: Annual
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Questionnaire

Process of validation, editing, verification: 
Consistency checking, evaluation with additional available data and information
Software used: 
Internally developed working systems, including those developed by individuals

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet, publications, CD-ROM etc

Preparation of Annual Capture Statistics on Behalf of FAO Fishery Regional Bodies and Partnerships for Data Exchange and Comparison With Non-FAO Regional Bodies
Ongoing
Responsible Officer: 

Luca Garibaldi, FIPS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

FIPS takes care of the annual updating of capture production databases on behalf of two FAO Regional Fishery Bodies (i.e. CECAF and RECOFI) and for the Southeast Atlantic fishing area in collaboration with SEAFO. In addition, FIPS has established partnerships for capture data exchange and comparison with non-FAO Regional Fishery Bodies and other international organizations in various degrees of collaborations (e.g. service of questionnaire dispatch, data sharing, and regular data exchange and comparisons). The existing partners include CCAMLR, CPPS, GFCM, IATTC, ICCAT, ICES, IOTC, IUCN, IWC, NAFO, SEAFDEC, and WCPFC. In this biennium it is planned to initiate collaboration with SPRFMO, which seems promising to mutually improve the coverage of catch statistics in the South Pacific high seas. 
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

Capture production by country, fishing area and species item. The statistics collected by specialized regional organizations (e.g. tunas and sharks catch by tuna RFBs, catch in the Southern Ocean by CCAMLR, whales by IWC, etc) are evaluated by experts and considered to be generally more reliable than those provided by the national correspondents.  
Frequency of data collection: Annual
Frequency of data dissemination: Annual
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Questionnaire; direct contact with statistical offices in the various organizations

Process of validation, editing, verification: Consistency checking, comparison and evaluation of different data sources
Software used: 

Access application internally developed for the management of the three Regional capture production databases; Excel as a tool for comparing data from various sources in different formats

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 

Internet, publications, CD-ROM etc

Globefish commodity analysis for all major commercial species
Ongoing
Responsible Officer: 

Helga Josupeit, FIPM
Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Data extraction from national trade statistics, tables prepared by major commodities and major trading partners, information (monthly) on fish price information, construction of price series, analysis of information, forecast of trends. Target audience are governments and private industry. 
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

Trade matrix by commodities and countries, price series for major commodities 
Frequency of data collection: Monthly and yearly
Frequency of data dissemination: Monthly for European fish prices, continuously on website for all major trade information and market reports

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Data collection from national trade statistics and through a network of correspondents, and FISH INFONetwork
Process of validation, editing, verification: Verification through all staff

Software used: Excel 

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): INTERNET and publications
Review and Revision of FAO Fishery and Aquaculture Data Collection Including Amendment in Questionnaires
Planned activity for 2010/2011
Responsible Officer: 

Sachiko Tsuji, FIPS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Review the current fishery and aquaculture data collection systems and revise questionnaires if necessary, with special attention on two points: one for aquaculture production to reflect the new data collection standard agreed by the Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP), and the other for capture production in order to collect production in value and other socio-economic information. 
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

Seed inputs and broodstock inputs in quantity by species and origin, seed production by species, year, farming environment, farming system, and destination, aquaculture production in quantity and value by species, year, farming environment, farming system, and destination, as well as whether food use or not, number of total production units by faring systems, and catch production in quantity by species, year and area.  
Frequency of data collection: Annual
Frequency of data dissemination: Annual
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Questionnaire

Process of validation, editing, verification: Consistency checking
Software used: Not applicable

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet, publications, CD-ROM etc

Upgrading Fish Stat (FAO Fisheries Statistics Dissemination Software)
Ongoing activity (08/09-10/11)
Responsible Officer: 

Francesco Calderini, FIPS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Upgrading the existing standalone dissemination software of fishery and aquaculture statistics to be functional without constraint of platform.
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

All fishery and aquaculture statistics maintained by FIPS. The first targeted release includes production as well as trade and commodities statistics. Food balance sheet information would be the target for the second phase. 
Frequency of data collection:
Frequency of data dissemination: In general, annual.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 

In general, through questionnaires.

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Software used: Eclipse, Java, SQL etc

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Not decided yet

Rehabilitation of Historical Series of Commodity and Trade Statistics 
(i.e. 1950-1975)

Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Stefania Vannuccini, FIPS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Rebuild fish and fishery commodity and trade statistics for 1950-1975 through careful retrieval, analyses and estimation based on existing questionnaires, historical records and other information. 
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

Import and export in quantity and values by commodities, country and year. 
Frequency of data collection: Not applicable
Frequency of data dissemination: To be decided

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 

Questionnaire, historical records, any other information

Process of validation, editing, verification: 
Software used: Not applicable

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): To be decided

FAO Strategy for Improving Information on Status and Trends of Capture Fisheries/ Strategy and Outline Plan for Improving Information on Status and Trends of Aquaculture
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Gertjan de Graaf, FIPS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Capacity building in developing countries, development of appropriate methodologies and strategies for data collection in developing countries. 
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): Not applicable
Frequency of data collection: Not applicable
Frequency of data dissemination: Not applicable
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable
Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable
Software used: Not applicable
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Not applicable
Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Sachiko Tsuji, FIPS

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Through the Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP), keep continuous review the requirement for fishery and aquaculture statistics, agree standard concepts, definitions, classifications and methodologies for the collection and collation of fishery statistics, and collaborate with other relevant institutes. 
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

Any statistics relevant required for monitoring and management of aquaculture and fishery sectors. 
Frequency of data collection: Various
Frequency of data dissemination: Not applicable

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): Not applicable

Process of validation, editing, verification: Not applicable.
Software used: Not applicable

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Internet, publications

RESOURCES USE AND CONSERVATION DIVISION (FIR):

Data collection and dissemination

Global nominal catches for major tuna stocks

Atlas of tunas and billfish catches

Global Nominal Catches for Major Tuna Stocks
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Jacek Majkowski, FIRF

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Update data for the database to include the most up to date data collected and disseminated by Tuna RFMOs. 
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

Nominal catches in tonnes by tuna stocks, year and fishing countries 

Frequency of data collection: 
Annual
Frequency of data dissemination: Annual
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 

Data harvesting from RFMOs

Process of validation, editing, verification: 

In consultation with RFMO partners
Software used: 

Data processed in MSAccess database, then stored in Oracle and disseminated through a web based query panel

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Internet
Atlas of Tunas and Billfish Catches
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Jacek Majkowski, FIRF
Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience: 

Update data for the Atlas to include the most up to date data collected and disseminated by Tuna RFMOs. 
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 
Catches in tonnes at 5x5 degree resolution, by species, year, quarter and fishing gears

Frequency of data collection: 
Annual
Frequency of data dissemination: Annual
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 
Data harvesting

Process of validation, editing, verification: 
In consultation with RFMO partners
Software used: 
Data processed in MS-Access database, then stored in Oracle and disseminated through a web based mapping interface

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): Internet
FORESTRY DEPARTMENT

FOREST PRODUCTS AND INDUSTRY DIVISION (FOI):
Data collection and dissemination

Global information system on the impact of major insects and diseases on natural and planted forests, trees outside forests and other wooded lands 


Forest products statistics 
Planted forest dataset 
Statistical capacity building, including meetings and working groups

Support to national forest monitoring and assessment




Global Information System on the Impact of Major Insects and Diseases on Natural and Planted Forests, Trees Outside Forests and Other Wooded Lands
Ongoing activity
Responsible Officer:

Gillian Allard, FOMR

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Since 2003 FAO has been compiling quantitative and qualitative information on biotic agents (insects, diseases and mammalian pests) that affect forest health. The data have been collected through a search of FAO field project documents, technical responses to questionnaires and country reports and are not yet comprehensive. All data have been verified taxonomically
FAO, with the cooperation of experts from member countries, is compiling data for a global information system on the impact of insect pests and disease outbreaks on natural and planted forests, trees outside forests and other wooded lands. The information system is designed to facilitate documentation on forest health at the country level. The target audience includes national forest services, research and academic institutions, and technical officers dealing with forestry and pest management.
The global information system will: 

· help remedy the present lack of information and assist countries by providing a basis for improved planning and decision making in this respect; 

· increase awareness of the severe problems related to forest insect pests and diseases worldwide; 

· provide up-to-date baseline information to support risk assessment and the design and implementation of effective forest protection strategies. 

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

· Reported insect pests and diseases by country; 

· Reported insect pest species affecting forests; 

· Reported diseases (pathogens) affecting forests. 

Original data are also available in Excel format: 

· List of insect pests and diseases by country; 

· List of species with synonyms; 

· List of available countries.

Additional information included in the information system include: 

· an updated directory of forest protection experts from developing countries and counties in transition; 

· a list of national and international forest protection institutes; 

· a list of FAO forest protection and health projects.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/forestry/7881-1-0.pdf"   
Frequency of data collection:

Not frequent –updating and inclusion of more forest diseases is planned for 2010.
Frequency of data dissemination: 

Continuously available through website

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):

To date, qualitative information on forest health issues has been collected for 64 countries, mostly developing and countries in transition. The information was collected initially through a search of FAO field project documents. Additional information was then obtained from technical responses to questionnaires (37 positive responses from 7 countries) and from country overviews. Quantitative information (extent of forest affected, documented effects , management measures etc. has generally not been available and data was insufficient to include.
Process of validation, editing, verification: 

In-county verification and updating through country profiles. 

Software used: 

XLS but to be converted to FORIS.

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
http://www.fao.org/forestry/25350/en/ and through public fora including World Forestry Congress (2004) and IUFRO (2008) and subsequent publications 

Forest Products Statistics
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

Felice Padovani, FOIM
Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Since 1999 the statistics are collected through the Joint Forest Sector Questionnaire by FAO in partnership with the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and the Statistical Office of the European Communities (DG - EUROSTAT). In the cases where countries have not provided information through the questionnaire, FAO estimates annual production and trade data based on statistical yearbooks, UN Comtrade database, trade journal reports or other sources.

Statistical capacity building is mainly through regular regional and national workshops (2 workshops every year) organised jointly with partner organizations (ITTO/UNECE/EUROSTAT). Dissemination: primarily FAOSTAT-Forestry (http://faostat.fao.org/site/630/default.aspx), CD-ROM copy and FAO Yearbook of Forest Products (hardcopy and PDF online), but also other FO publications like State of the World’s Forests and forestry sector outlook study reports.

The target audience: both internal and external users (FAOSTAT-Forestry user surveys were conducted in 1998 and 2006 and the results are available upon request).

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
Production quantity (cubic meters or tonnes)

Import quantity (cubic meters or tonnes) 

Import value (1000 US$)

Export quantity (cubic meters or tonnes) 

Export value (1000 US$)

Frequency of data collection: 
Annual
Frequency of data dissemination: Annual
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc)

Questionnaire and data harvesting from national statistical publications, Comtrade and other sources (to supplement questionnaire)

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Each partner organization (FAO, ITTO, UNECE, EUROSTAT) deals with directly with correspondents from their member countries. Validation includes checking data plausibility, unit value, checking negative apparent consumption, impossible changes in a given year, cross-checking against alternative unofficial sources. In the cases where countries have not provided information through the questionnaire, FAO estimates annual production based on trade journal reports, statistical yearbooks or other sources. Where data are unavailable, FAO repeats historical figures until new information is found.

Software used:
FAOSTAT Input System (Data Input Module developed by ESS), SAS, Excel

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):
· Publication – Yearbook (hardcopy and PDF online at: http://www.fao.org/docrep/012/i0750m/i0750m00.htm)
· FAOSTAT-Forestry (http://faostat.fao.org/site/630/default.aspx)

· CD-ROM of FAOSTAT-Forestry (http://faostat.fao.org/site/630/default.aspx)

Planted Forest Dataset
Planned activity for 2010/11

Responsible Officer: 

Walter Kollert ,Alberto Del Lungo, FOMR

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:

Planted Forest Assessment 2010 will be an update of the Forest Resources Assessment 2005. Data related to Planted Forests will be collected through questionnaire, and available information provided by Forest Inventories. Capacity building processes on data collection and analysis will be conducted in developing countries when needed
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
The already existing information collected by FRA on Planted Forests will be expanded on growth parameters: Mean annual increments (MAI), Harvested volumes, rotation lengths, age class distributions by species and by countries. Ownership data and end uses data for planted forests will also be collected
Frequency of data collection: 

Planted Forest Assessment build on Forest Resources Assessment and data collection follows the FRA data collection
Frequency of data dissemination: Same as above. It always follows FRA

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc): 

Mainly questionnaire distributed to national experts through the FRA network of country focal points

Process of validation, editing, verification: 

Questionnaire received are reviewed, analysed and discussed with countries. At the end of the process country is responsible to validate the data as owner and responsible of the data submitted

Software used: Access and Excel
Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet, publications and CD.

Support to National Forest Monitoring and Assessment
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 
Mohamed Saket, Dan Altrell, Anne Branthomme, Rebecca Tavani, FOM
Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:

· Statistics from National Forest Inventories (NFIs) are targeting decision makers at national level in the corresponding country, as well as social-, research- and international societies; 

· National staff is collecting data through field inventories and remote sensing, and is carrying out corresponding data analysis and reporting;
· … while being trained and supervised by national/international experts and FAO experts in all related areas;
· Most statistics prepared from the NFIs are derived from ratio estimations. 
Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):

Data on more than 200 variables are collected, representing all kinds of forestry related data related to food security, poverty reduction, forest productivity, environment, biodiversity, socio-economy, forest health, forest protective functions, goods and services from forests and trees, etc.
Frequency of data collection: 

At given occasions in specified countries (in theory every 5-10 years in a given country)
Frequency of data dissemination:
Active dissemination after NFI report is finalised, and thereafter stats. Are made available at web pages

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):

National Forest Inventory ground survey (measurements, observations and interviews) and remote sensing survey (satellite data, air photos, etc.)
Process of validation, editing, verification:

· Data collection and data analysis supervised by national/international experts and by FAO experts
· Control of measurement and statistical analysis by national/international experts and by FAO experts
· Editing by external experts and finally by international experts and by FAO experts
· Comparison with other existing stats.
Software used: 
MS Access, MS Excel, ArcGIS

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

· Printed copies of Reports distributed to national stakeholders

· Digital copies of Reports made available at national counterparts Web page

· Digital copies of Reports made available at NFMA Web page

· Digital copies of Reports distributed on USB pens to national and international experts during meetings
NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AND ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT
LAND AND WATER DIVISION (NRL):
Statistical methodology

Land cover classification system (LCCS) and LCML (land cover meta language)
Data collection and dissemination

AQUASTAT

AGROMAPS
Environment, land and water, food and agriculture statistics

Land Cover Classification System (LCCS) 
and Land Cover Meta Language (LCML)
Ongoing activity

Responsible officer:
John Latham, NRLD
Background

Efficient and consistent assessment of land cover and its changes over time is one of the fundamental inputs to sustainable management of natural resources and food security.  Despite the critical need for consistent and harmonized assessment of land cover, the proliferation of different type of land cover classifications/legends made it difficult or sometimes impossible to compare and harmonize various datasets collected using various classification systems. Since early 90s, FAO has been participating and leading numerous initiatives for improving the reliability and comparability of land cover data sets. 

Land Cover Classification System

The Land Cover Classification System (LCCS) is a classification system developed by FAO to address the need for improved access to reliable and standardized information on land cover.

LCCS is a comprehensive, standardized classification system designed to meet specific user requirements. It enables the comparison of land cover classes regardless of data source, thematic discipline or country. LCCS acts also as bridging tool to inter-compare land cover classes originated from different classifications/legends.

According to the Land Cover Classification System (LCCS) the land cover can be represented using simple “atomic elements” rather than categories. The land cover multipurpose database is created using these elements that characterize the land cover itself. Once the land cover features are characterized by the “land cover atomic elements” that describe the land cover class, they can be aggregated, recombined and renamed later on according to many different user needs. This enables interoperability, harmonization and consistency between different land cover databases. 

Until now FAO has published two versions of LCCS. The first version is published in 1999 and the second version in 2005. The most recent version, LCCS (version 2) is composed of:

· the manual that explains the basic concepts of LCCS;

· the software user manual; 

· the glossary of the whole elements used in LCCS to classify land cover;

· the proprietary software (distributed free of charge). 

The LCCS software is divided in three main sections:

· the classification section, used to create LCCS classes; 

· the legend section, used to store LCCS classes are stored for the final legend; and

· the translator module, used to translate and compare classes derived from different classification systems through the LCCS language.

Audience

LCCS has currently a worldwide diffusion. Many countries have adopted the system as basis for their national land cover data sets. LCCS has been used also for the most recent global land cover data sets as the Global Land Cover of the year 2000 (GLC 2000 – 1 kilometer resolution, JRC and partners), and the Global Land Cover 2005/06 (GLOBCOVER – 300 meters resolution, ESA and partners). 

FAO and UNEP have organized in the last years several workshop/trainings on LCCS covering practically the whole world. The workshops have duration of four to five days. They enable that the participants to be fully confident in the use of the software for different purposes (legend creation, translation, etc.)

Future Releases

The world wide diffusion of LCCS has induced FAO to further push the process of standardization initiating the inclusion of LCCS concept in the ISO process. From the basic concept of LCCS and through the experience accumulated in many year of its practical use, a Land Cover Meta Language (LCML) has been formulated. The aim of LCML itself is to give to the user a universal language to characterize land cover features all over the world. From LCML is derived the new version of LCCS (version 3) that will further strengthen the descriptive characteristics of the system. The new release is expected to become operational in the first half of 2010.
AQUASTAT

Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer:

Karen Frenken, NRL
Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Operational since 1994, AQUASTAT is FAO’s global information system on water and agriculture developed and maintained by the Water Unit of the Land and Water Division (NRL). It collects, analyses and disseminates data and information by country and by region, concentrating on water resources, water use and agricultural water management, with emphasis on countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean. 
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The information provided by AQUASTAT relies to a great extent on national capacities and expertise. Its information management process is illustrated in the diagram and comprises: 

1. Review of literature and information on country and sub-country level

2. Country surveys, through national resource persons, consisting of data collection and country description by means of a detailed questionnaire where the source reference and comments are associated with each value

3. Critical analysis of information and data processing. Preference is given to national sources and expert knowledge. The data validation and processing is supported by the AQUASTAT database management system

4. More in-depth data gathering on certain topics through thematic studies

5. Modelling of data by means of GIS and water balance models for estimating unavailable data and for providing spatial data. GIS and remote sensing data are important input data together with data acquired trough country surveys, which are also used for calibration

6. Standardization of information and data tables

7. Request for feedback and approval from national authorities/institutions

8. Dissemination through the AQUASTAT website (http://www.fao.org/nr/aquastat), as published reports and/or as CD-ROM

9. Voluntary feedback from users and through cooperation with other institutions

For acquiring reliable data and information the importance of cooperating with national resource persons working in the field of water and agriculture, with good networking capabilities, and sense of responsibility, has shown to be vital. Experience and lessons learned in global water information management show the importance of national capacities, systematic data and information collection, harmonized definitions, metadata, support for data handling in the database management system, and website properties.
Capacity building projects on “Strengthening national water monitoring capacities, with emphasis on agricultural water management” are being implemented in several countries. Workshops on “Water resources and use assessment methodologies” are being conducted in different regions. AQUASTAT has an important contribution to the International Recommendations on Water Statistics (IRWS), which are being prepared under the chair of UNSD with involvement of different UN, international (OECD, Eurostat) and national organizations.

AQUASTAT’s main target audience are users interested in global, regional and national analyses, such as policy-makers, decision-makers, researchers, etc. The aim is to provide them with comprehensive information related to water resources and agricultural water management across the world. AQUASTAT is also responsible for MDG Indicator 7.5 “Proportion on renewable water resources used” and provides updated information on this on a yearly basis, by country, by region and for the world.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
Around 75 variables by country can be accessed online and the data can be downloaded as CSV files(http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/data/query/index.html). The variables are classified in the following categories: geography and population (11); climate and water resources (16); water use (20); irrigation and drainage (27); environment and health (4). The query allows for multiple selection options, were the user can select a) a country, a number of countries, a region or a continent, for b) one variable, a group of variables, or selected variables, for c) one five-year time period or several five-year time periods or latest value. In addition country profiles are prepared to describe the particularities in each country, problems encountered in rural water management and irrigation, and to summarize the perspectives in agricultural water management. Standardized tables holding key data are included in all country profiles and fact sheets containing key data are available online for each country (http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/countries/index.stm). Regional overviews provide analysis by a grouping of countries which are similar in terms of geographic and socio-economic conditions, including tables and maps (http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/regions/index.stm).

In addition to the country database, several other databases exist in AQUASTAT:

a) a geo-referenced database on African dams holding information on the year of completion, height, capacity, rate of sedimentation, and purpose of use of the dam (http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/damsafrica/index.stm); 

b) a database and global map of areas equipped for irrigation by country at sub-national level (http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/irrigationmap/index.stm); 

c) detailed calculations of renewable water resources for around 200 countries, including an inventory of reference sources by country (http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/water_res/index.stm); 

d) detailed calculations of agricultural water withdrawal for around 200 countries (http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/water_use/index.stm);

e) an institutions database, containing around 300 institutions presented by country in the field of agricultural water resource management (http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/data/institutions/search.html); 

f) a glossary, containing definitions for around 400 terms in the field of water resources and agricultural water management, including terminology, source, comments, and typology in English, French, and Spanish (http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/data/glossary/search.html); 

g) a database on river sediment yields, containing data on annual sediment yields in rivers and reservoirs around the world, searchable by river, by country and by continent (http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/sediment/index.asp); 

h) a database on investment costs in irrigation, containing information on irrigation investment costs for 248 irrigation projects around the world (http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/investment/index.stm); 

i) downloadable publications prepared within the framework of AQUASTAT (http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/catalogues/index2.stm).

Spatial datasets prepared by AQUASTAT can easily be imported to a GIS and be downloaded from the website, such as: the global map of irrigation areas, the atlas of water resources and irrigation for Africa, and a selection of global maps, which can be downloaded in PDF format or consulted interactively online. Most geo-spatial information produced by AQUASTAT is also available on FAO’s Geonetwork website (http://www.fao.org/geonetwork/srv/en/main.home). The global digital map of irrigation areas, showing the percentage of areas equipped for irrigation around 2000, has been created in cooperation with the Johann Wolfgang Goethe University, Frankfurt am Main, Germany. A global map of irrigation areas using groundwater is at present under preparation in cooperation with the University of Bonn, Germany.

Frequency of data collection: 

Detailed country surveys by continent take place every 5-10 years. Whenever information becomes available, it also is analyzed and validated. Information for thematic studies is collected whenever the thematic study is done. 
Frequency of data dissemination:
New information is published to the dissemination system whenever it becomes available after it has gone through the validation process. 
Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):

AQUASTAT does not take measurements in the field, but gathers information from statistical offices and technical departments in the country. 

For the detailed country survey a questionnaire is used accompanied by guidelines with definitions of each term. Most data asked are national-level data and for a few items also sub-national-level data are asked. In addition to filling in the questionnaire it is asked to write a country profile following a pre-defined table of content, so that more qualitative information can be given also. AQUASTAT considers these detailed country surveys to be indispensable in order to have access to reports that are available within the country but not outside the country.

Additional information is gathered through the Internet, publications, etc.
Modelling of data by means of GIS and water balance models is done for estimating unavailable data and for providing spatial data. GIS and remote sensing data are important input data together with data acquired trough country surveys, which are also used for calibration.

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Once the questionnaire received back from the country, a first general verification takes place, after which the data are uploaded in the working system and go through a detailed validation process. Because of the transboundary nature of water resources, a specifically detailed check on water resources reported by different countries is undertaken in order to avoid double counting. 
Software used: 
MySQL

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 

AQUASTAT website (http://www.fao.org/nr/aquastat)

Publications (such as “Irrigation in [name of region] in figures: AQUASTAT survey [year]”, Water Report 7, 9, 15, 18, 20, 23, 29, 34) (http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/catalogues/index2.stm) 
CD-ROMs in the Land and Water Digital media Series (LWDMS 13, 34) (http://www.fao.org/landandwater/lwdms.stm)
The FAO Geonetwork for geospatial maps prepared by AQUASTAT (global map of irrigation areas, hydrological basins of the different continents, geo-referenced database of African dams, rivers of Africa, etc.) (http://www.fao.org/geonetwork) 
Through Seminars, Conferences, Workshops, Forums, PowerPoint presentations, Articles.
Information provider to major FAO and international publications, such as the State of Land and Water (SOLAW), the World Water Development Reports (WWDR) and the Comprehensive Assessment of Water Management in Agriculture (CA)
AGROMAPS

Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer:

Hubert George, NRLA 

Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
Collection of statistical land use data at sub-national level which are incorporated in an on-line database management system aimed at users that require more geo-referenced information.

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected):
The major 20 crops: extent yield and production 
Frequency of data collection: Ongoing
Frequency of data dissemination: Ongoing

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):

Partner information (IFPRI) and statistical library FAO.

Process of validation, editing, verification: 
Checking with FAOSTAT
Software used: KIDS 

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc): 
Internet and CD ROM

Geonetwork Published Information – All Departments
Ongoing activity

Responsible Officer: 

John Latham, NRL
Description of Statistical Activity (statistical methodology, statistical capacity building, data collection and validation, analysis of statistical data resulting in statistical tables and annexes, data dissemination, etc.) and target audience:
· Definition of Natural Resources and Socio-Economic indicators, FAO geospatial core datasets, Essential Climate Variables 

· Collection and validation of land cover and land cover change datasets, population,  environmental conditions, land use patterns, food insecurity, poverty and environment Global GIS database, FAO UN core datasets 

· Distribution of natural resources, socio-economic, land cover, environment indicator per administrative unit, per pixel, or per area 

Target audience:

Policy-makers; UN agencies; Governments; Institutions; Researchers; Scientists; Natural Resources managers / Land Use / Land Management planners; GIS / Statistician users

Type of data collection (name of variables, time series or data sets for which data are regularly collected): 

For further information on time series and unit of measurement see Annex 3.
· Land Cover, (Global 1990, 2000, 2005), regional and national level at various resolution
· Land Cover Change (2009, 2011 planned)
· Active fire by land cover type (daily updates on active fires) 
· Global Above Ground Biomass and Carbon estimate 
· Actual and Potential soil carbon sequestration

· Fragile ecosystems (coastal deltas, mangroves, and mountains)

· Core geospatial datasets – multiple FAO Divisions through GeoNetwork

· Administrative and Political Boundaries

· Global Administrative Unit Layers (GAUL)
· Agriculture - Farming

· Farming Systems by Regions

· Occurrence of cropland (FGGD)

· Farming system classes in developing and transition countries, 2000 (FGGD)

· Projected expansion of cropland and pasture, 2000-2010

· Projected expansion of cropland and pasture to lands poorly suited to rainfed agriculture, 2000-2010

· Combined suitability of currently available land for pasture and rainfed crops (intermediate input level) (FGGD)

· Combined suitability of currently available land for pasture and rainfed crops (high input level) (FGGD)

· Agriculture – Livestock - 
· Global Poultry Density (2005)

· Global Small Ruminant Density (2005)

· Estimated Pig Meat Surplus/Deficit

· Estimated Feed Surplus/Deficit - Cereals (pig and poultry)

· Estimated Distribution of Livestock Production System

· Estimated Feed Surplus/Deficit - Soymeal (pig and poultry)

· Estimated Poultry Meat Surplus/Deficit 

· Global sheep density (2005)

· Global Pig Density (2005)

· Global Buffalo Density (2005)

· Global Cattle Density (2005)

· Global goat density (2005)

· Occurrence of pasture and browse (FGGD)

· Agriculture - Agroclimatology

· Rainfall Monitoring by Region for the African Continent: Eastern Africa

· Rainfall Monitoring for the African Continent

· Global temperature growing periods

· Global length of growing periods

· Applied Ecology

· Projected expansion of cropland and pasture, 2000-2010

· Highly degraded croplands with soil carbon sequestration potential and high poverty rates

· Croplands with high rates of human-induced erosion

· Projected expansion of cropland and pasture to lands poorly suited to rainfed agriculture, 2000-2010

· Biodiversity hotspots in areas poorly suited to rainfed agriculture with high poverty rates

· Biodiversity hotspots on croplands poorly suited to rainfed agriculture

· Suitability of Soil conditions for Soil Carbon Sequestration

· Suitability of Soil and Climate conditions for Soil Carbon Sequestration

· Biological and Ecological Resources

· Aquatic species distribution maps of interest to fisheries

· Global Ecological Zones

· Biodiversity hotspots in areas poorly suited to rainfed agriculture with high poverty rates

· Biodiversity hotspots in areas poorly suited to rainfed agriculture with high poverty rates

· Climate

· World maps of climatological net primary production of biomass, NPP

· Koeppen's Climate Classification

· Global thermal climates

· Global map of monthly reference evapotranspiration - 10 arc minutes

· Rainfall Monitoring by Region for the African Continent: Eastern Africa

· Rainfall Monitoring for the African Continent

· Global length of growing periods

· Global temperature growing periods

· Global Change In Net Primary Productivity (1981-2003)

· Global Pattern, Trends and Confidence Levels of NDVI Coefficient of Variation (1981-2003)

· Global Change in Rain-Use Efficiency 1981-2003

· Global Residual Trend of Sum NDVI (RESTREND) 1981-2003

· Global Correlation Between Annual Sum NDVI And Annual Rainfall 1981-2003

· Global Positive Trend of Climate-Adjusted NDVI (1981-2003)

· Global Pattern, Trends and Confidence Levels of Annual Sum NDVI (1981-2003)

· Global Pattern, Trends and Confidence Levels of NDVI Standard Deviation (1981-2003)

· Global Positive Trend of RUE-Adjusted NDVI (1981-2003)

· Global NPP Loss In The Degrading Areas (1981-2003)

· Global Negative Trend in RUE-adjusted NDVI (1981-2003)

· Fisheries and Aquaculture

· FAO Statistical Areas for Fishery Purposes

· Regional Fishery Bodies (RFB)

· Suitability for small-scale farming and potential yield (crops/y) of Nile tilapia, African catfish and Common carp

· Suitability for commercial farming and potential yield (crops/y) of Nile tilapia, African catfish and Common carp

· Subsistence fish farming potential in Africa

· Commercial fish farming potential in Africa 

· Suitability for commercial fish farming in Latin America and Caribbean 

· Suitability for small scale fish farming in Latin America and Caribbean

· Forestry

· The World's Forests 2000 

· Forests 2000 by Major Ecological Domains

· Global Ecological Zones

· Projected expansion of cropland and pasture to lands poorly suited to rainfed agriculture, 2000-2010

· Hotspots of deforestation in the Neotropics

· Hydrology and Water Resources

· Hydrological basins in Southeast Asia (Derived from HydroSHEDS)

· Hydrological basins in Africa (Derived from HydroSHEDS)

· Global map of irrigated areas

· Database of African dams

· Rivers of Africa

· Occurrence of irrigated areas (FGGD)

· Irrigated area and land not currently available for rainfed agriculture, total (FGGD)

· Irrigated area and land not currently available for rainfed agriculture, by land cover type (FGGD)

· African Water Resource Database

· Inland Water Bodies (FGGD)

· Land Cover and Land Use

· Land Use Systems of the World - East Europe and Central Asia

· Land Use Systems of the World

· Land Use Systems of the World - North America

· Land Use Systems of the World - Latin America and Caribbean

· Land Use Systems of the World - South East Asia

· Land use systems of the World - Australia and New Zealand

· Land use systems of the World - Sub-Saharan Africa

· Land use systems of the World - North Africa and Near East

· Land use systems of the World - Western Europe

· Land use systems of the World - East Asia and Pacific

· Global land cover distribution, by dominant land cover type (FGGD)

· Land use in the Neotropics

· Occurrence of irrigated areas (FGGD)

· Occurrence of forest (FGGD)

· Occurrence of cropland (FGGD)

· Occurrence of pasture and browse (FGGD)

· Occurrence of barren and sparsely vegetated land (FGGD)

· Global Change In Net Primary Productivity (1981-2003)

· Global Pattern, Trends and Confidence Levels of NDVI Coefficient of Variation (1981-2003)

· Global Change in Rain-Use Efficiency 1981-2003

· Global Residual Trend of Sum NDVI (RESTREND) 1981-2003

· Global Correlation Between Annual Sum NDVI And Annual Rainfall 1981-2003

· Global Positive Trend of Climate-Adjusted NDVI (1981-2003)

· Global Pattern, Trends and Confidence Levels of Annual Sum NDVI (1981-2003)

· Global Pattern, Trends and Confidence Levels of NDVI Standard Deviation (1981-2003)

· Global Positive Trend of RUE-Adjusted NDVI (1981-2003)

· Global NPP Loss In The Degrading Areas (1981-2003)

· Global Negative Trend in RUE-adjusted NDVI (1981-2003)

· Population and Socio-Economic Indicators

· Prevalence of stunting among children under five, by lowest available subnational administrative unit, varying years (FGGD)

· Share of population living in extreme poverty, by country, varying years (FGGD)

· Estimated number of stunted children under five, by lowest available subnational administrative unit, varying years (FGGD)

· Share of population living in poverty, by country, varying years (FGGD)

· Degree of human development, by country, 2000 (FGGD)

· Share of population undernourished, by country, 2000-2002 (FGGD)

· Rural population density (persons per square kilometre), 2000 (FGGD)

· Changes in the number of undernourished, by country, between 1990-1992 and 2000-2002 (FGGD)

· Rural population distribution (persons per pixel), 2000 (FGGD) 

· Global population density estimates, 2015 (FGGD)

· Biodiversity hotspots in areas poorly suited to rainfed agriculture with high poverty rates

· Soils and Soil Resources

· Harmonized World Soil Database

· Dominant Soils

· Digital Soil Map of the World

· Potential to sequester additional carbon in soils

· Croplands with high rates of human-induced erosion

· Topography

· Global Median Elevation, Terrain Slope and Aspect Data

Frequency of data collection: variable (from near real time to annual to 5 year update, at various resolutions from 20m to 300 m to 1 km to 10 km, ranging from (sub)national to regional to global level).
Frequency of data dissemination: variable (similar with data collection); geospatial datasets at usually stored and distributed through FAO GeoNetwork with the respective metadata and documentation, and with data access compliant with data dissemination policy.

Method of data collection (questionnaire, data harvesting, etc):

· Interpretation of satellite imagery using standard classification systems

· Field surveys, measurement of sample data

· Integration of field samples with remote sensing to collect and validate the datasets

· Collection of Metadata compliant with ISO 19115 Standard

· Metadata and data harvesting, metadata and data hosting and serving  

· Questionnaires. 

Process of validation, editing, verification:
Standards used for data collection, validation, editing:

· Land Cover Classification System (LCCS) – becoming an ISO Standard on Land Cover Classification ISO / TC211 – 19144-2 Land Cover

· ISO / TC 211 – Geographic Information

· ISO 19115 – Metadata standard

· FAO Spatial data standards (guideline, reference manual) 

· Spatial Data Infrastructures (SDI), UN SDI and FAO SDI (reference manual) 

· GeoVis Map (software tool for validation of land cover databases) 

Software used:

· FAO Geonetwork (FAO)

· MapServer, GeoServer (Free Open Source Software) 

· Mapping Device Change Analysis Tool (MadCat) (FAO)

· Geographic Visualization (GeoVis) (FAO)

· Land Cover Classification System Software (LCCS) (FAO)

· PCI – Geomatica (commercial remote sensing software) 

· ENVI (commercial remote sensing software)

· ERDAS Imagine (commercial remote sensing software)

· ArcGIS (commercial geographic information system software)

· Definiens Developer (commercial remote sensing software)

· Adobe Photoshop (commercial image editing software)

Methods of Dissemination (Internet, publications, CD-ROM, etc):

· Internet (website): GeoNetwork (www.fao.org/geonetwork), GLCN (www.glcn.org), GTOS (www.gtos.org), TEMS (http://www.fao.org/gtos/tems), CarboAfrica (http://www.carboafrica.net)
· Publications: ECV Series, Biennial reports, FAO working papers, articles,  

· CD-ROMs, DVDs 

· Maps (paper and digital) 

· GIS datasets

· Dynamic atlases

· Newsletters (CarboAfrica, GLCN)

ANNEX 1

FAO Statistics Programme Steering Committee

Terms of Reference
Mission statement

1. Based on recommendation 6.5 of the Independent Evaluation Report of FAO’s Role and Work in Statistics, statistical work coordination at FAO will be ensured by two bodies: the Statistical Coordination Steering Committee (SPSC) at strategic level, and the Statistics Coordination Working Group (SCWG) at technical working level. 

2. The Statistics Programme Steering Committee (SPSC) promotes inter-divisional coordination and cooperation on statistical programmes, consistency in statistical practices and development as they relate to FAO.

3. As a forum of committed members, it oversees corporate statistical work and fosters good practices in statistical activities within FAO, in accordance with the Principles Governing International Statistical Activities.

Key functions

4. The key functions of the SPSC are summarised along the following main lines:

· Oversight of the statistical program design: recognising statistics as a core function of FAO, the SPSC provides strategic directions to the Statistics Coordination Working Group (SCWG) through the endorsement of a biennial Statistics Plan based on the PWB and the MTP.

· Efficient functioning of the FAO statistical system: the SPSC contributes to the coordination of statistical activities within FAO in order to promote good statistical practices and the mutual consistency of disseminated data, minimise duplication and reduce the reporting burdens on countries. The SPSC gives also advice to other FAO Departments about how statistics relate to their programmes.

· Inter-institutional support and corporate positioning in the global statistical system: the SPSC is the forum that shapes the FAO corporate position on issues debated in the global statistical system.
·  Arbitrage: the SPSC arbitrages between different statistical perspectives from technical divisions so that FAO should be able to speak with one voice outside the organization.
· Advocacy: the SPSC actively shares experience about ways to promote and gain recognition for the role of food and agricultural statistics within the international statistical community and within national statistical systems and for maintaining and improving the suitability of governance arrangements that are supportive to this function.
· Outreach: the SPSC contributes to the coordination in the design and delivery of FAO capacity-building services in food and agricultural statistics. It approves projects proposed by the SCWG that donors can support.
· Innovation : The SPSC supports statistical output, methodological and technical innovations by approving/endorsing the SCWG proposals and promoting them on a corporate scale.

· Engaging Users : The SPSC solicits inputs from countries through presentations at FAO’s Governing Bodies.

Organization and Working Modalities

A. Membership and level of representation:

1. The members of the SPSC comprise all units within FAO concerned with the collection, compilation, storage or dissemination of statistics related to the mandate of the Organization, as listed in Annex 1.

2. Representation in the SPSC should be at Directors’ level. Participation at the highest statistical level is considered essential for the effectiveness of the Committee’s work.

B. Management and organisation:

Chair

3. The SPSC will be chaired by the ADG, Economic and Social Department.

4. The functions of the Chair are:

(a) to decide on the draft agenda, based on the decisions taken at the previous session of the SPSC, on subsequent requests by members and on proposals from the CCS; 

(b) to organize the SPSC’s meetings ensuring that all documents along with all other necessary information is made available to its members;

(c) to direct the sessions of the SPSC, including summarising the discussion of each agenda item as a basis for preparing the report of the session;

(d) to propose the draft minutes of meetings as prepared by the Secretariat, to be approved by written procedure by all the members who attended the meeting;

(e) to remind members, in between sessions, of any commitments to produce outputs and reports, as agreed at SPSC meetings.

C. Meetings:

5. The SPSC is expected to meet twice a year. The exact timing and length of the meetings is dictated by substance and needs.  

6. Topics for the agenda are proposed by the Chair in consultation with Members. 

D. Working Modalities

11. The SPSC delegates the implementation of all necessary actions stemming from its strategic directions to the SCWG, whose main function is to develop and monitor a biennial FAO Statistics Plan. 
12. The SPSC endorses methodologies, common conceptual frameworks and innovations proposed from the SCWG. 

13. The SPSC approves the terms of reference of Task Teams created by the SCWG on specific issues, monitors their progress through progress reports and endorses results of the Task Teams work.

14. An FAO Statistics User Group will be established to ensure that users’ needs are properly addressed by the FAO Statistics Programme. The User Group will report directly to the SCWG and indirectly to the SPSC.

Membership of the SPSC

Assistant Director General, ES (Chair)

Director ESS 

Director AGAD

Director AGND

Director AGPD

Director AGSD 

Director ESAD 

Director ESTD 

Director ESWD

Director FIED 

Director FOMD 

Director KCED

Director KCT

Director NRLD 

Director NRCD 

Director TCED

Director TCID

CIO Representative (at a later stage)

ANNEX 2

FAO Statistics Coordination Working Group (SCWG)

Terms of Reference

Based on recommendation 6.5 of the Independent Evaluation Report of FAO’s Role and Work in Statistics, the coordination of statistical work at FAO will be ensured by two bodies: the Statistical Coordination Steering Committee (SPSC) at strategic level, and the Statistics Coordination Working Group (SCWG) at technical working level. 

The members of the SCWG are committed to contribute actively to joint efforts towards a coordinated statistical system within FAO producing and disseminating high-quality statistics within an integrated framework. 

Key activities and functions

Statistical Programme Design

The main function of the SCWG is to develop and monitor a biennial FAO Statistics Plan based on the PWB and MTP.  Recognising statistics as a core function of FAO, the Statistics Plan will describe how FAO statistical work contributes to the achievement of FAO Strategic Objectives, Organizational Results and Unit Results. The Statistics Plan will be submitted to the SPSC for approval and endorsement.

Efficient functioning of the FAO statistical system

The SCWG identifies areas with strong inter-divisional complementarities for potential joint working activities and exchange of information. The SCWG decides on the organisation of these joint activities specifying responsibilities, allocation of resources from each Division, time frame, etc.

The SCWG develops a corporate quality framework for statistics, which provides a set of statistical standards and best practices for the production of FAO data and metadata, with the aim of creating a high-quality integrated statistical system. 

The SCWG defines a common strategy of data collection and ensures that proper coordination takes place regarding questionnaires and other requests for statistical information in order to minimise respondent burden and duplication of work (AC 07/23).

The SCWG organises the development, adoption and use within FAO of common definitions and classifications to ensure that statistical information collected and disseminated by FAO is fully harmonized 

The SCWG organises the development, adoption and use of common methodologies within FAO for the validation of data received by countries and the imputation of missing data to ensure that data disseminated by FAO conform to the higher quality standards.

The SCWG is responsible for correct statement of the statistical requirements for FAO statistical data warehouse which provides horizontal access to all existing FAO statistical databases.

Inter-institutional support and corporate positioning in the global statistical, Arbitrage and Advocacy
The SCWG supports the SPSC in its inter-institutional, arbitraging and advocacy roles by identifying possible issues, preparing supporting documents and proposing solutions to the SPSC.

Outreach
The SCWG develops an integrated and coordinated approach of statistical capacity building in support of countries’ statistical system

Innovation
The SCWG identifies technological and methodological innovations that can improve FAO statistical outputs and the organisation of work across divisions.

The SCWG supports and monitors technical divisions in the implementation of technological and methodological innovations. 

Engaging Users

The SCWG liaises with FAO Statistics Users Group to incorporate its suggestions on emerging data needs and innovations in data dissemination into FAO Statistics Plan.

Organization and Working Modalities

A. Membership and level of representation:

The members of the SCWG comprise senior representatives of all units within FAO concerned with the collection, compilation, storage or dissemination of statistics related to the mandate of the Organization, as listed below.  The SCWG can invite other staff members to its meeting as appropriate.

B. Management and organisation:

Chair

The SCWG will be chaired by the Director, Statistics Division

The functions of the Chair are:

· to decide on the draft agenda, based on the decisions taken at the previous session of the SCWG, on subsequent requests by members and on proposals from the SCWG; 

· to organize the SCWG meetings ensuring that all documents along with all other necessary information is made available to its members;

· to direct the sessions of the SCWG, including summarising the discussion of each agenda item as a basis for preparing the report of the session;

· to propose the draft minutes of meetings as prepared by the Secretariat, to be approved by written procedure by all the members who attended the meeting;

· to remind members, in between sessions, of any commitments to produce outputs and reports, as agreed at SCWG meetings.

The SCWG Secretariat will be ensured by the Statistics Division

C. Meetings:

The SCWG is expected to meet every month. The exact timing and length of the meetings is dictated by substance and needs.  
Topics for the agenda are proposed by the Chair in consultation with members. 

D. Working Modalities

The SCWG reports directly to the FAO Statistics Programme Steering Committee (SPSC). It prepares proposals and documents for approval and endorsement.

Task Teams may be created by the SCWG to address specific topics. Their terms of reference must be submitted to the SPSC for approval, and they are led by one or more appointed members of the SCWG.  Task Teams establish the most appropriate working arrangements and hold their own meetings, as necessary.  Some Task Teams will have a degree of permanency such as the Task Teams on questionnaires, classifications, etc., while other Task Teams will be of a strictly ‘ad hoc’ nature and will be established for a limited duration of time. The SCWG will regularly report on progress and results to the sessions of the SPSC.

The SCWG will set the appropriate mechanisms to identify the emerging needs of both internal and external users. The SCWG convenes twice a year a FAO Statistics User Group to identify emerging data needs, and discuss data quality issues.

Membership of the SCWG: 
ESS Director (Chair), AGA, AGN, AGP, AGS, ESA, ESS, EST, ESW, FIE, FOM, KCE, KCT, NRC, NRL, TCE, TCI

ANNEX 3
	Variable
	Unit of measurement
	Time series

	Land Cover
	Sq Kms
	2005

	Land Cover Change
	Sq Kms
	2008

	Number of Fires per country 
	Absolute Number
	2000-2009

	Active Fire by land cover type 
	Absolute Number
	2000-2009

	TCO carbon accounting
	Absolute Number
	2006-2009

	Carbon Biomass
	Absolute Number
	2006-2009

	Potential to sequester additional carbon in soils on cropland 
	Sq Kms
	2005

	fragile ecosystems (costal, mountains)
	Sq Kms
	1997-2005

	Terrain slope classes of the world
	percent median slope
	2000

	Global land area with terrain slope constraints
	number of constrains
	2000

	Hierarchical distribution of severe environmental constraints
	percent per pixel
	2000

	Occurrence of forest
	percent area per pixel
	2000

	Occurrence of barren and sparsely vegetated land
	percent area per pixel
	2000

	Protected areas
	Sq Kms
	2000

	Global land cover distribution, by dominant land cover type (FGGD)
	percent area per pixel
	2000

	Occurrence of cropland (FGGD)
	percent area per pixel
	2000

	Land use systems of the World - Australia and New Zealand 
	Sq Kms
	2008

	Land use systems of the World - Sub-Saharan Africa 
	Sq Kms
	2008

	Land use systems of the World - North Africa and Near East 
	Sq Kms
	2008

	Land use systems of the World - Western Europe
	Sq Kms
	2008

	Land use systems of the World - East Asia and Pacific
	Sq Kms
	2008

	Global Change In Net Primary Productivity (1981-2003)
	KgC/ha/year
	1981-2003

	Global Administrtaive Unit Layer - GAUL
	Sq Kms
	2008

	Global Median Elevation, Terrain Slope
	percent median slope
	2006

	Rural population distribution
	person per pixel
	2005

	Rural population density
	person per square kilometre
	2005

	Global population estimates, varying years
	person per pixel
	2005

	Chronic malnutrition, by country, 2000-2002,2005
	person per pixel
	2002 2005

	Changes in the number of undernourished, by country, between 2000-2002,2005
	person per pixel
	2002 2005

	Prevalence of stunting among children under five, by lowest available subnational administrative unit, varying years
	person per pixel
	2002 2005

	Estimated number of stunted children under five, by lowest available subnational administrative unit, varying years
	person per square kilometre
	2002 2005

	Share of population living in extreme poverty, by country, varying years (FGGD)
	person per pixel
	2000

	Share of population living in poverty, by country, varying years (FGGD)
	person per pixel
	2000

	Degree of human development, by country, 2000 (FGGD)
	percent per pixel
	2000

	Farming system classes in developing and transition countries, 2000
	Sq Kms
	2000

	Farming Systems by Regions
	Sq Kms
	2000

	Irrigated area and land not currently available for rainfed agriculture, total (FGGD)
	percent per pixel
	2000

	Irrigated area and land not currently available for rainfed agriculture, by land cover type (FGGD)
	percent per pixel
	2000

	Farming system classes in developing and transition countries, 2000 (FGGD) 
	Sq Kms
	2000

	Combined suitability of currently available land for pasture and rainfed crops (low input level) (FGGD)
	percent per pixel
	2000

	Global Poultry Density (2005)
	percent per pixel
	2005

	Global Small Ruminant Density (2005)
	percent per pixel
	2005

	Estimated Feed Surplus/Deficit - Cereals (pig and poultry)  
	number
	2005

	Estimated Distribution of Livestock Production System 
	percent area per pixel
	2005

	Estimated Feed Surplus/Deficit - Soymeal (pig and poultry)  
	number
	2005

	Estimated Poultry Meat Surplus/Deficit 
	number
	2005

	Global sheep density (2005) 
	percent area per pixel
	2005

	Global Pig Density (2005)
	percent area per pixel
	2005

	Global Buffalo Density (2005)
	percent area per pixel
	2005

	Global Cattle Density (2005)
	percent area per pixel
	2005

	Global goat density (2005)
	percent area per pixel
	2005

	Suitability of Soil conditions for Soil Carbon Sequestration
	percent per pixel
	2005

	Suitability of Soil and Climate conditions for Soil Carbon Sequestration
	percent per pixel
	2005

	World maps of climatological net primary production of biomass, NPP 
	gDM/m2/year
	2006

	Koeppen's Climate Classification
	class
	2007

	Global map of monthly reference evapotranspiration - 10 arc minutes
	mm/year
	2004

	Rainfall Monitoring by Region for the African Continent: Eastern Africa
	mm
	1961-1990

	Rainfall Monitoring for the African Continent
	mm
	1961-1990

	Global length of growing periods
	number of days
	2000

	Global temperature growing periods 
	degree celcius
	2000

	Global Change In Net Primary Productivity (1981-2003) 
	KgC/ha/year
	1981-2003

	Global Pattern, Trends and Confidence Levels of NDVI Coefficient of Variation (1981-2003) 
	ratio per pixel
	1981-2003

	Global Change in Rain-Use Efficiency 1981-2003
	mm
	1981-2003

	Global Residual Trend of Sum NDVI (RESTREND) 1981-2003 
	ratio per pixel
	1981-2003

	Global Correlation Between Annual Sum NDVI And Annual Rainfall 1981-2003 
	ratio per pixel
	1981-2003

	Global Positive Trend of Climate-Adjusted NDVI (1981-2003) 
	ratio per pixel
	1981-2003

	Global Pattern, Trends and Confidence Levels of Annual Sum NDVI (1981-2003) 
	ratio per pixel
	1981-2003

	Global Pattern, Trends and Confidence Levels of NDVI Standard Deviation (1981-2003) 
	ratio per pixel
	1981-2003

	Global Positive Trend of RUE-Adjusted NDVI (1981-2003) 
	KgC/ha/year
	1981-2003

	Global NPP Loss In The Degrading Areas (1981-2003) 
	KgC/ha/year
	1981-2003

	Global Negative Trend in RUE-adjusted NDVI (1981-2003) 
	KgC/ha/year
	1981-2003

	FAO Statistical Areas for Fishery Purposes
	Sq Kms
	2008

	Regional Fishery Bodies (RFB)
	Sq Kms
	2008

	Aquatic species distribution maps of interest to fisheries
	percent per pixel
	2008

	The World's Forests 2000 
	Sq Kms
	1992-1996

	Forests 2000 by Major Ecological Domains
	Sq Kms
	2000

	Global Ecological Zones
	Sq Kms
	2000

	Hydrological basins in Southeast Asia (Derived from HydroSHEDS)
	Sq Kms
	2007

	Hydrological basins in Africa  (Derived from HydroSHEDS)
	Sq Kms
	2007

	Rivers of Africa
	km
	1994

	Database of African dams
	number 
	2006

	Global map of irrigated areas
	percent area per pixel
	2004

	Occurrence of irrigated areas (FGGD)
	percent area per pixel
	2000

	Irrigated area and land not currently available for rainfed agriculture, total (FGGD)
	percent per pixel
	2000

	Irrigated area and land not currently available for rainfed agriculture, by land cover type (FGGD)
	percent per pixel
	2000

	Harmonized World Soil Database
	Sq Kms
	2009

	Dominant Soils
	Sq Kms
	1994

	Digital Soil Map of the World
	Sq Kms
	1994
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� For examples of National CountrySTAT systems on line:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.countrystat.org/ken" ��http://www.countrystat.org/ken� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.rnrstat.bt/csbhutan/" ��http://www.rnrstat.bt/csbhutan/�


� HYPERLINK "http://fao.org/countrystat/" ��http://fao.org/countrystat/� 


� MY = Market Year


� J/J = July/June
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Country surveys

Dissemination 

- Web, publications, CD-rom

← Water resources and irrigation master plans

← National yearbooks, statistics and reports

← Expert information - questionnaire

→ Data

→ Country profiles, regional synthesis

→ Spatial data

→ Thematic studies 

Literature review

Critical analysis & data processing 

– Database management system

Standardization

Feedback and approval from

national authorities/institutions

Modeled data 

– GIS and RS

User feedback

How information is gathered in AQUASTAT

Thematic research

Comments provided by 

experts/institutions
















