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1. Introduction 

An increasing number of African governments have launched cash transfer programs in the past ten 

years, distributing cash to selected groups of poor and vulnerable households, either unconditionally or 

conditionally. Beyond their human development impacts, recent evidence shows that cash transfers 

can foster broader economic development. These impacts come through changes in household 

behavior (labor allocation and investment in productive activities) and through impacts on the local 

economy of the communities where the transfers operate, including multiplier effects. The bulk of 

beneficiaries of these programs in sub Saharan Africa live in rural areas, and most are engaged in 

agriculture. Yet most cash transfer impact evaluation surveys collect little information on economic 

activities, and in particular, household agricultural activities. There is thus a need for more detailed 

data collection on economic activities and transactions in order to allow for the estimation of the micro 

and meso-level effects of cash transfer programs.  

 

A recently initiated research project, From Protection to Production (PtoP), attempts to fill this 

knowledge gap through expanded impact evaluation survey instruments that collect information on 

agricultural production, livestock activities, wage employment, non-agricultural household enterprises, 

transfers and social networks, and the economic transactions related to each of those activities. In 

addition, an innovative business enterprise survey obtains information on the revenues and costs of 

enterprises in rural areas and the networks with which those businesses interact in order to reconstruct 

the flow of cash throughout the local and non-local economy.  

 

In this paper, we discuss the practical implications of collecting data for estimating the economic 

impacts of cash transfer interventions at the household and village level, in the context of sub Saharan 

Africa. The following section describes the PtoP project. Section 3 explains household analyses taking 
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place as part of the project and their corresponding data requirements. Section 4 delves into 

methodologies and data requirements for the local economy impacts analysis and some of the 

challenges faced in obtaining the necessary data while the final section draws conclusions based on the 

discussion of the previous sections. 

 

2. Project background 

 

2.1. Rationale 

The PtoP project is an inter-institutional collaboration between the Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO) and UNICEF’s Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Office (ESARO) forming part of the 

larger Transfer Project that supports the design, implementation and impact evaluation of cash transfer 

(CT) programs in sub-Saharan Africa. In addition to providing technical assistance and capacity 

building to program managers and policy-makers as part of the Transfer Project, the PtoP project aims 

to strengthen data collection in ongoing impact evaluations and provide evidence on economic 

impacts.  These activities are aimed at supporting governments in improving the design and 

implementation of CT programs through the provision of analysis and information on the economic 

impacts, household and village level, of those programs.  

 

The project is structured around the hypothesis that the provision of cash to very poor households in 

the context of missing or malfunctioning markets has the potential to generate productive impacts at 

the household level and stimulate the local economy through the networks that link individuals, 

households, businesses and institutions. In the face of labor, credit and insurance market failures, 

decisions on productive investments and choice of income generating activities of poor households are 

constrained, as well as their ability to smooth consumption. The possibility to productively manage 

risk may be limited, and may often result in detrimental risk coping strategies that reduce the 

household asset base, such as distress sales of livestock, or involve behavior that limits the 

development of human capital, such as pulling children from school to work. Income in the form of a 

cash transfer that is uncorrelated with other sources of income could alter these negative strategies and 

lead to investment in productive activities.  

 

Since households rarely operate under autarky, the cash introduced as part of a transfer program is 

likely to circulate in the local economy and beyond. Beneficiary household investment in productive 

activities or consumption may generate multiplier effects through transactions in local goods, labor 

and credit markets. At the same time, since social networks connect beneficiary and ineligible 

households, cash may further circulate beyond the target population, relieving pressure on existing 

social obligations. 

 

The current wave of cash transfer programs sweeping the region complemented with rigorous panel 

impact evaluations has presented a unique opportunity to build the evidence base on these issues 

(Table 1). As such, the PtoP project is operational to varying extents in Ghana, Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. Table 2 summarizes the CT programs from those 

countries where the PtoP project is operating. 
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Table 1. Partial list of cash transfer impact evaluations in SSA (ongoing evaluations in red). 

 
 

 

Table 2. Country programs participating in the PtoP project. 

Country CT Program Baseline survey Follow-up(s) 

Survey 

Status 

Lesotho Child Grant Program (CGP) 2011 2012 Pilot 

Kenya Cash Transfers for Orphan and 

Vulnerable Children (CT-OVC) 

2007 2009; 2011 Scale-up 

Ethiopia Tigray Minimum Social Protection 

Package 

2011 2012 Pilot 

Malawi Social Cash Transfer (SCT) 2012 2013 Scale-up 

Ghana Livelihood Empowerment Against 

Poverty (LEAP) 

2010 2012 Scale-up 

Zimbabwe Social Cash Transfer (SCT) 2011 2012 Pilot 

 

2.2. Activities 

In its first stage, household level productive impacts of CT programs were assessed using previously 

existing impact evaluation survey data for Kenya (CT-OVC, 2007-9), Malawi (SCT, 2007-8) and 

Mozambique (PSA, 2007-8), using robust methods and consistent methodologies in order to identify 

the role of CTs on asset acquisition, participation in income generating activities, and risk coping 

strategies at the household level. Given the focus on health, education and nutrition, however, only 

one of this first generation of impact evaluations—the Malawi Mchinji pilot—provided sufficient 

details with which to carry out analysis. Despite weak data collection on land, asset and livestock 

ownership and agricultural production, Covarrubias et al (2011) and Ryan et al (2011) found increased 

investment in agricultural assets, including crop implements and livestock, increased labor allocation 

to on farm activities by adults and children, and increased satisfaction of household consumption by 

own production. These results gave a first indication of the potential economic impacts of cash 

transfers for ultra poor households in sub Saharan Africa. 

 

The second stage of the project involves the design of household and village level modules and added 

to ongoing impact evaluations to collect the detailed information on income, assets and production 
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missing from existing datasets. A new business enterprise survey is also added to baseline data 

collection in order to capture the multiplier effects of the programs in the local communities in which 

they operate. As of November 2011, data household and business enterprise data have been collected 

in the second follow-up of the Kenya CT-OVC evaluation and the baseline of the Lesotho CGP impact 

evaluation.  

 

In the project’s final stage, economic and productive impacts will be assessed with consistent rigorous 

methodologies in order to shed light on the outcome of injecting cash in the household and local 

economy, illustrating the economic development potential of such programs. Rigorous and consistent 

methodologies are envisioned for the household and village level analyses, each with their 

corresponding data requirements. At the level of data collection, comparability in the structure and 

disaggregation of the survey modules is essential to obtain a common base set of information across 

all countries. With regard to variable construction, the experiences and methodologies of the Rural 

Income Generating Activities (RIGA) project
1
 will be implemented in order to generate harmonized 

variables permitting cross-country comparable estimates of impact. These estimates will be obtained 

through the methods described in sections 3.1 and 4.1. 

 

3. Household level analytical framework 

 

3.1. Methodologies 

The household level studies forming part of the PtoP are to benefit from being linked to impact 

evaluations with an experimental design, randomly allocating the sample into treatment and control 

groups, and collecting data in at least two points in time for all households, first before the 

intervention and then approximately one year after the receipt of the intervention by the treatment 

group. although varying from country to country, the treatment and control households should be 

targeted in such a way that they are statistically similar by measures of program eligibility and poverty 

indicators such that the control group can serve as a valid counterfactual for the case of not receiving 

the transfer. Having access to data for households receiving and not receiving the transfer, both before 

and after the transfer is administered allows for the implementation of a differences-in-differences 

(DD) methodology for estimating the impact of the intervention. This is illustrated in its basic form by 

the following formula where DD is the average treatment effect, Y refers to the outcome indicator of 

interest, T represents the treatment households and C represents the control households: 

 

    (  
    

 )   (  
    

 ) (1) 

 

In equation (1), the program impact is estimated as the difference in average outcome over time and 

across groups. Presented in a regression framework, equation (1) can be rewritten as  

 

                   (    ) (2) 

 

Where    is the outcome indicator of interest, I represents whether or not household i received the 

intervention, t represents time, before or after the intervention. The coefficient β0 is a constant term, β1 

controls for differences between the treatment and control, β2 represents the effect of going from the 

baseline to the follow-up period and β3 is the double difference estimator, DD in equation (1). This 

estimation is valid assuming that the only differences between the two groups are time invariant and 

uncorrelated with the intervention. Moreover, both groups must be identical in observable, time-

                                                 
1
 www.fao.org/economic/riga/en/. 
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variant characteristics at the baseline and be expected to remain identical over time in the absence of 

the intervention, a condition known as the common trends assumption. Although perfect 

randomization and experimental design could satisfy these conditions, baseline differences in the 

control and treatment groups may exist,
2
 and given the possibility of time-variant characteristics that 

could influence   . As such, the DD framework can be expanded to include the term BX as in equation 

(3) in order to capture the effect of observable time variant characteristics on   . 

 

                   (    )      (3) 

 

Although the DD with conditioning variables presented in equation (3) should be sufficient to create 

an unbiased estimate of impact in a randomized setting, the above-mentioned possibility of the 

existence of baseline differences across groups leads to the need for an additional methodology to 

control for such differences. For this reason, Propensity Score Matching (PSM) may also be 

implemented in order to recreate the baseline counterfactual to be representative of the treatment 

group. PSM uses observable characteristics to match treatment households with similar, eligible non 

beneficiary households in the sample. From the sample of households, a maximum likelihood 

estimation (probit or logit) is run to estimate program participation. The regression estimates are used 

to calculate propensity scores of program eligibility, which are then used to match the treatment 

households to the non treated households. Observations outside the area of common support—that is, 

the overlap of propensity scores between treatment and control—are excluded in this process since 

they do not represent a reasonable counterfactual. The approach is sometimes referred to as quasi-

experimental since the matching procedure creates treatment and control groups that are alike in all 

ways except for in receiving the treatment. This approach was used in the analysis of the early Malawi 

Mchinji SCT pilot due to the limited nature of the randomization of that impact evaluation 

(Covarrubias, et al, 2011). 

 

3.2. Data requirements and outcome indicators  

The combination of PSM with DD can be applied in a context for which there are panel data, that is 

the same information is collected at two points in time for the same set of households. In order to 

identify the economic impacts of CT interventions at the household level, data collection must extend 

beyond the topics normally collected by impact evaluations whose objectives align with poverty, food 

security and human capital improvements. This is one of the main challenges of the project—

convincing managers of the impact evaluation process to collect more detailed information in the 

context of an already overcrowded survey instrument. The difficulties are particularly acute in that 

most of the programs are located in ministries of social welfare or the like, most government official 

and development staff associated with the program are from social sectors, and most firms contracted 

to carry out the analysis have scant experience in the livelihood dimension of rural households. 

 

Using as a framework the channels described in Section 2 through which CT impacts may operate in 

the medium term, information is necessary in the subject areas of (a) productive investments; (b) 

agricultural activities; (c) non agricultural income activities; and (3) social networks and risk coping 

strategies.  

 

                                                 
2
 The possibility of baseline differences between treatment and control households in a number of these CT 

programs is due to the significant role of the community in the targeting process, the weight of which varies 

across programs.  Community targeting creates two problems for randomization. First, it may be difficult to 

replicate the targeting process in control communities, and second, the sometimes subjective criteria employed 

by communities can lead to slightly modified eligibility criteria across communities and villages. 
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First, to measure investment impacts, data must be collected on livestock, agricultural asset, and non-

agricultural asset and durable goods ownership, in terms of whether any items are owned and, if so, 

how many are owned. The age of the animal or item owned should be collected as well as how much 

was spent on the item, if it was purchased. Following the same approach, information on land 

ownership and acquisition should be captured. 

 

Considering that agriculture is the backbone of the rural economy in Sub Saharan Africa, and the 

activity in which most poor rural households rely for income or consumption, the importance of 

agricultural production for the study population must be accounted for in the data collection. The 

value-added of a detailed agricultural module in the experimental framework of an impact evaluation 

survey instrument is that the impact of the intervention can be identified on agricultural production 

technology, levels and yields, ultimately generating evidence on the potential for agricultural 

intensification and productive impacts in this domain. Crop level information on harvest, sales, own 

consumption and in kind gifts is therefore captured in a detailed agricultural module. By-products 

obtained, sold and consumed from agricultural production are also collected while livestock 

production should also captured in terms of animal stocks, revenues from sales of live and slaughtered 

animals, as well as of animal by-products. Consumption from household production of crop and 

livestock products should also be obtained in this module. In order to adequately build a picture of the 

farm household in terms of both net income and agricultural practices, data on input use and 

expenditures also need to be collected. An example from the 2011 Kenya CT-OVC survey is included 

in the Annex. 

 

Impacts on income generation strategies are captured in part through the investment and agricultural 

production impacts but must be triangulated with changes in the labor allocation of household 

members and net income from household non-agricultural enterprises. The experience of the RIGA 

project is the basis for identifying the key variables for estimating total household income levels and 

household participation in income generating activities. Data on the revenues earned from household 

farm and non-farm enterprises and all input expenses related to those enterprises is required for 

obtaining net income from independent activities. Net income from dependent (wage) activities must 

also be collected for each household member, while household level earnings and outputs due to 

public and private transfers provide information on non-labor income sources. Collecting participation 

in labor activities at the individual level permits changes in intra-household labor allocation to be 

monitored over time. All information on income should be collected following the style of the Living 

Standards Measurement Study (LSMS) surveys. From the data on income levels, participation in those 

activities can be defined according to having non-zero income from a given source.  

 

Finally, risk management strategies can be monitored in part through the income data collection and 

additional modules on social networks which can describe the nature of inter-household interactions 

and exchanges that provide mutual support. The income data collection on incoming and outgoing 

transfers can inform cash support networks while an innovative module on social networks provides 

the details and motives of reciprocal support between friends, family, and community members. An 

example of this networks module (from Lesotho) appears in Table 3—not only are incoming and 

outgoing cash transfers asked, but also in kind, labor and equipment exchanges. Attitudes towards risk 

and risk preferences are also captured through hypothetical questions, an example of which can be 

seen in Table 4, again from Lesotho. Other questions capture a variety of risk coping strategies.  

 



Page 7 of 15 

 

Table 3. Example from Social Networks Module 

 
 

Table 4. Example of module on risk preferences  

 
 

 

4. Village level analytical framework 

The household level analysis exploits the experimental nature of the datasets that will be collected and 

allow for direct outcomes to be measured for the reference population. The principal limitation of only 

studying the household level impacts is that they are non-structural in that they cannot provide 

information about the channels through which economic impacts are generated and therefore are 

unable to produce estimates of the actual multiplier effect of the cash transfer on the local economy. 

Those areas are however of prime relevance as they are illustrative of the dynamics of the local 

economy and the linkages of treatment group with the local population.  The limitation of the 

experimental analysis can be overcome by implementing a partial or general equilibrium analysis. 

 

4.1. Village level methodologies [overview of SAM methods] 

The local economy analysis involves the construction of a (or various) social accounting matrix 

(SAM) which will capture the social and economic structure of the village/local economy, including 

different types of households. For example, SAMs can be constructed for each economic unit, 

household or business group, identified as relevant in the study area. The various SAMs are then 

aggregated into a meta-SAM linked according to income and expenditure accounts and the model 

parameterized using the production and expenditure shares from each of the SAMs. The meta-SAM is 

then nested within a computable general equilibrium (CGE) model and used for simulating the impact 

of the cash transfer on the local economy. CGE modeling methods allow for flexibility in terms of 

HH17 Q1    A) 
During the last 12 months, has any 
other family member, friend or 
neighbour lent or helped with any 
money to support your household? 

 B) Ask the names, in order 
of importance: 
What is [CONTRIBUTOR]’s 
relationship to the 
household? 

C)  
What is 
[CONTRIBUTOR]’s 
gender? 

D) 
Where does 
[CONTRIBUTOR] live? 
 
 

E) 

♦ Interviewer: Look for 

[CONTRIBUTOR] NAME in the 
village list and record the MIS 
household ID code. 

F) 
In the last 12 months how 
much has [CONTRIBUTOR] 
given to your household? 

G)  
Did you or will 
you have to give 
something back 
in return? 

01 = Yes  
02 = No  ► Next question 

No. Interviewer: Use  network 
codes (d) 
If group assistance ► 
COLUMN  F 

01 = Male 
02 = Female 

Interviewer: Use Code 
Sheet (h) 
Not in the village  ► 
COLUMN  F 

MIS household ID Code 
Use 999999 if not in the list 

Amount in MALOTI 
   

01 = Yes 
02 = No   

 1         M  

 2         M  

 3         M  

 4         M  

 

I am now going to read some hypothetical situations where you need to imagine that someone offers you some money without this implying any commitment, debt or 
obligation for you. 
  

HH14 Q1  Imagine that you need to choose between the following two alternatives: 

01: Receive M 500 

02: Toss a coin and if it is tails you receive M 1,000 but if it is heads you don’t receive anything 

Which alternative would you chose? 

 
01  
02  ► HH14 Q4 

 

HH14 Q2  Now imagine that you need to choose between the following two alternatives: 

01: Receive M 300 

02: Toss a coin and if it is tails you receive M 1,000 but if it is heads you don’t receive anything 

Which alternative would you chose? 

 
 
01  
02  ► HH14 Q4 

 

HH14 Q3  Now imagine that you need to choose between the following two alternatives: 

01: Receive M 100  

02: Toss a coin and if it is tails you receive M 1,000 but if it is heads you don’t receive anything 

Which alternative would you chose? 

 
 
01  
02   
 
 

 

HH14 Q4  Again imagine that someone wants to give you some money, without implying any commitment, debt or obligation 
for you, but imagine that you have two choose between the following two alternatives: 

01: Receive M 1,000 now 

02: Receive M 1,050 in a month 

Which alternative would you chose? 

 
 
01   
02  ►  Next Section 

 

HH14 Q5  Now imagine that you need to choose between the following two alternatives: 

01: Receive M 1,000 now 

02: Receive M 1,200 in a month 

Which alternative would you chose? 

 
 
01   
02  ►  Next Section 

 

HH14 Q6  Now imagine that you need to choose between the following two alternatives: 

01: Receive M 1,000 now 

02: Receive M 1,500 in a month 

Which alternative would you chose? 

 
01   
02  ►  Next Section 
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market functioning, and it is the non perfectly functioning markets that accentuate multiplier impacts 

within the local economy. 

 

Since the SAMs in this project will be run initially on ex-ante data, they serve as the basis against 

which to run simulations of the impact of injecting cash into the local economy. In addition to 

providing insights as to the channels through which a CT operates and an indication of the higher-level 

impacts of a household level transfer, simulations in the context of a SAM can allow for alternative 

program designs to be tested, and for the heterogeneity of impacts to be assessed, for example across 

different market environments.  

 

An example of the SAM categories and how they are linked is provided in Table 5.
3
 The matrix is 

simply an input-output accounting table of all transactions occurring in the local economy, taking into 

consideration revenues, consumption, all factors of production, credit and savings and the direction of 

those economic exchanges. Once the nested SAMs are constructed, parameters for the village CGE 

(Cobb-Douglas production functions, consumer demand) can be calculated directly from the data in 

the SAMs, or when necessary estimated directly from household survey data.  

 

Table 5. Prototype of a Social Accounting Matrix 

 
 

4.2 Village level data requirements and collection strategy 

Data collection for the purposes of estimating local economy impacts of CT programs using the SAM 

approach requires consideration of the framework and requirements for obtaining a balanced SAM. 

Information is obtained from businesses in the area where the program operates and where the impact 

evaluation is implemented, and is supplemented with data from the household questionnaire, as 

described by Taylor (2011). 

 

At a base level it is necessary to identify what is referred to as the Zone of Influence (ZOI) of a given  

CT program. In the case of the PtoP project, the ZOI of the CT program refers to the rural economy 

therefore the scope of the meta-SAM extends to this level. For the individual SAMs constructed for 

each household/business group,  the ZOI must be defined for each village or cluster of villages. At the 

village level, the ZOI essentially extends to the point where the local economy has linkages.  In a 

closed village economy, the ZOI is constrained to the village. In an open economy, the linkages may 

                                                 
3
 Taken from the Transfer Project website, from a note prepared by Ed Taylor, 

http://www.cpc.unc.edu/projects/transfer/events/research-network-mtg-jan-2011/Min%20data%20requirements-

%20local%20economy%20effect.pdf 
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extend to other villages, urban centers or even abroad; the greater the openness of the local economy, 

the smaller the local impacts. However, since the purpose in this study is to capture the local economy 

impacts of CTs, it is sufficient to interview businesses in the rural economy only, but to include 

questions that collect information on their interactions with non-local economies so to understand the 

potential leakage of cash to areas outside the local economy.  

 

4.2a. Data requirements: local businesses 

It is further necessary to have an understanding of the composition of the local economy in terms of 

the distribution of the types of non-agricultural businesses or industries operating in the ZOI
4
. Based 

on the range of business types operating in the local economy, categories should be developed for 

grouping businesses, and for which the SAMs will ultimately be constructed. One example of such 

categorization may be into three basic categories: (1) Retail; (2) Manufacturing; and (3) Services. 

With those categorizations defined, a sampling strategy is developed in order to obtain enough 

observations from each type of business, essentially yielding a representative sample of the businesses 

in the ZOI. 

 

Ideally, a randomly selected representative survey of non agricultural businesses would be best—the 

difficulty is to find a sample frame or even a prior understanding of the distribution of businesses in 

the given geographic area of interest. This information could be facilitated in two ways. First, 

secondary data sources, such as recent national household, labor or enterprise surveys, could be used 

to extract information describing business activities in the geographic area of interest. Second, a 

census of business activities and qualitative field work could be carried out prior in advance of the 

baseline survey (either by design or as part of targeting exercises, for example) in order to obtain from 

each village a list of all businesses and to inquire as to the location of businesses and markets where 

households spend their money. This approach would yield a more carefully defined sampling strategy 

and allow for baseline survey instruments to be designed taking into consideration this knowledge. An 

alternative approach, when neither of the above is possible, would be to collect the lists of businesses 

in the village with a community questionnaire during the application of the household survey, and 

then, using a pre established protocol, randomly selecting households from this list. As the distribution 

of business is revealed during the application of the survey, some revision and updating of the protocol 

is necessary during the course of field work.   

 

For the sampled businesses, detailed information on revenues and costs must be collected in order to 

fill the cells of the SAM. Filling the cells requires information on (a) the value of production generated 

by the business; (b) the value of sales from that production; (c) the value of the allocation of the 

remaining production, be it to own consumption, gifts or storage; (d) the number of person-days of 

household labor involved in the enterprise; (e) the number of person-days of hired in labor for the 

enterprise and either the wage rate or the total expenditure on wages; (f) the use of capital owned and 

rented; (g) the value of all inputs purchased for the business’ operations; (h) the value of all other 

expenditures such as rent, taxes and utilities required for operation; and (i) the value of all 

investments, such as savings, credit or durable goods purchases.  

 

Of high importance is knowing the source of each of the above described categories within and outside 

the local economy so as to capture how tightly or loosely cash is retained by the local economy. This 

information is collected by pairing every transaction (how much was spent/earned?) question with a 

                                                 
4
 Agricultural businesses will be captured in sufficient detail in the household survey data collection, since a 

large share of rural households are involved in agricultural activities. 
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―where‖ question. An example of such a ―where‖ question from the business enterprise survey is 

below in Table 6 while an example of a full business enterprise module is provided in Annex 2. 

 

Table 6. Sample question from business enterprise survey 

 
 

The so-called ―where‖ question identifies whether cash was spent on inputs produced beyond the 

boundaries of the local economy or within the local economy. In the example above, the value of 

inputs purchased originating from beyond the local economy is captured. Depending on the scope of 

the ZOI, the cash transfer will leak out of the local economy if it circulates to farther our reaching 

areas.  

 

4.3. Household level data requirements and collection strategy 

In order to complete the picture of the local economy, comparable information must be obtained from 

the household survey. Interviews at the household level need to capture economic transactions in three 

different areas: (1) household non-agricultural enterprises; (2) household agricultural enterprises; (3) 

all other interactions with individuals, businesses and institutions in which cash is exchanged. 

 

The self employment module of the household survey is a lighter, household-level version of the 

business enterprise survey, collecting data on the revenues and expenditures of the household 

enterprise.  The base set of data from this module must capture (a) gross income from sales of the 

enterprise’s goods and services; (b) number of person-days of labor hired in; (c) expenditures on the 

different inputs needed for the business’ operations (rent, taxes, utilities, intermediary goods, etc.); and 

(d) the value of output that was consumed by the household itself.  This base information could then 

be supplemented with information on (e) the wage rate paid out to labor hired in; (f) the number of 

days of household labor that were worked in the business; (g) investments made by the household for 

the enterprise; and (h) the use of capital represented by durable goods owned and used by the 

household, their age and their value at the time of the interview or the time purchased. 

 

For (a) through (d) and (g) the questions must be paired with the ―where‖ question, asking where the 

sale originated, from where labor was hired, and where the input and investment expenditures were 

made. For example, the following questions in Table 7 from the Lesotho household questionnaire 

present one approach for capturing this information for labor hired in: 

 

  

Q.1  During the last 12 months did you purchase (with cash only, not obtain in kind) 
any inputs for this business in this village?   

01 Yes 
02 No ► Q. 38 

 

 

 
Only include inputs 
purchased in this 

village 

Q.2  Q.3  Q.4  Q.5  Q.6  Q.7  

In the last 12 
months, did you 
purchase [__] for 
the business in this 
village? 

How many 
months in the 
last 12 
months did 
you purchase 
[__] in the 
village? 
(cash only) 

How many 
times each 
month do you 
purchase […] 
in the village? 

How much do you 
spend each time 
you purchase […] 
in the village? 

Of the purchases you made in the 
village, did you purchase any […] from :  
a) Other Household 
b) Other Business 
c) Intermediary/Middleman 
d) roving market 
e) public/gov institution 

What  % of this [__] was 
purchased from:  
a) Other Household 
b) Other Business 
c) Intermediary/Middleman 
d) roving market 
e) public/gov institution 

 01 yes 
02 no ► Next item 

  MALOTI 
If not known, 9999 

01 yes 
02 no ► Next item 

% 
a) Fruits     M a) 

b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 
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Table 7. Example of “where” question from non agricultural business module 

 
 

Since neither the business enterprise survey nor the household self employment module capture data 

on agricultural enterprises, the agricultural module from the household survey is essential for 

including this important component of the rural economy. The data requirements from this section are 

basically the same as for the self employment module, but must be collected in various parts according 

to the diversity of rural agricultural sector. The needs are similar to those required to carry out the 

household level analysis described earlier. In addition to (a) through (g) above, information on total 

harvest obtained, sold and consumed should be collected. The value of crop and livestock by-products 

produced, sold and consumed should be asked. Input expenditures and labor costs should be 

differentiated by crop and livestock in order to link them to the revenues of the respective agricultural 

sector. Finally, in addition to collecting information on durables and assets for agriculture, land area 

must be obtained since, alongside labor, it is the key capital input for the agricultural enterprise.  

 

In addition to the data collection on agricultural and non-agricultural household enterprises, income 

and expenditures from other areas must be collected. Wage employment of all households members in 

regular or part-time jobs should be reported in a way that allows for annual income from each job to 

be captured and the location of the job. Since individuals may participate in various jobs and often in 

seasonal labor, details on the earnings and location of each job should be asked separately and the 

sector of employment identified, which, at minimum, can be a differentiation between agricultural and 

non-agricultural work, and, at best, the sector of employment corresponding with the sectoral 

aggregations identified from the business enterprise survey. In order to obtain accurate annualizable 

data from each job, questions can be presented as in Box 1. 

 

Box 1. Example questions for capturing annual wage employment 

 
 

Expenditures on food and non-food items should be reported as well as they are other channels 

through which the cash transfer connects with the economy. The value of household expenditures on 

education, health, rent, utilities and other non-enterprise-related expenditures should be obtained and 

linked, as always, to the destination of the cash, such as the location of the individual to whom rent is 

ENTERPRISE ID 

What non-farm 
enterprises did 
the household 
operate over the 
past 12 months? 
 

Who in the 
household took 
decisions for the 
enterprise 
during the last 
12 months? 

Of the last 12 
months, how 
many months was 
the business in 
operation? 

Was the 
business in 
operation 
during the 
last 30 
days? 

How many 
employees were 
hired in for pay- 
in cash or in kind-
during the last 12 
months, that are 
not household 
members? 

What was the 
net profit from 
this business in 
the last month it 
operated? 
 
 

To whom did you 
sell/barter your 
products or 
services from this 
business over the 
last 12 months? 

Where was this 
customer based? 
 

From whom did 
you get your 
inputs for this 
business over the 
last 12 months? 
 

Where was this 
outlet/source 
based? 
 

 

Interviewer: See 
code sheet (b1)  
 

Interviewer: 
write Roster ID 
 
List up to 2 from 
the roster 

MM (write 01 if 
one month, etc) 
 
Write 01 if less 
than one month 
 
 

01 = Yes 
02 = No 

Number of 
employees 
 
If none, ‘00’ 
 

Interviewer: 
This is the cash 
income after all 
purchased 
inputs have 
been paid for 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MALOTI 

01 Final consumer 
02 Private 
business 
03 Institutions 
04 Government 
05 Manufacturer 
77 Other  
 
 
 
 
 
List up to 2 

01 This village 
02 Neighbouring 
village  
03 Closest town 
04 Maseru 
05 Elsewhere in 
Lesotho 
06 Another  
Country 
07 Itinerant trader 
08 roving market 
77 Other  
 
List up to 2 

01 Individual 
02 Private 
business 
03 Institutions 
04 Government 
05 Manufacturer 
06 Home 
produced 

► Next line 
77 Other  
 
 
List up to 2  

01 This village 
02 Neighbouring 
village  
03 Closest town 
04 Maseru 
05 Elsewhere in 
Lesotho 
06 Another  
Country 
07 Itinerant trader 
08 roving market 
77 Other 
 
List up to 2 

 HH5 Q1  HH5 Q2  HH5 Q3  HH5 Q4  HH5 Q5  HH5 Q6  HH5 Q7  HH5 Q8  HH5 Q9  HH5 Q10  
Enterprise 01 

  
  
  

 
      M         

Enterprise 02 

  
  
  

 
       M         

 

(1) For this job, how many weeks during the previous year did you work? 

(2) Approximately how much did you earn in that job each time you were paid? 

(3) What time period did that payment cover 

(day/week/fortnight/month/trimester/semester/year)? 
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paid; the location of the school to which fees are paid; and the place of operation of the businesses 

from which books and uniforms are purchased. These questions may be spread out over the entire 

household questionnaire and do not correspond with just one section; therefore, a careful analysis of 

the household survey instrument is necessary in order to ensure all potential transactions are captured. 

 

Finally, private transfers in and out of the household and the use of credit and savings should be 

collected. It is again important to collect separately incoming and outgoing cash transfers and their 

destination for the outgoing transfers. For credit, the value of cash borrowed and paid back to the 

lender must be collected as well as the value of any loans given out and paid back to the household. 

The location of the lender and borrower should be identified for each loan. 

 

4.4. Data challenges: household survey 

Although the data collected for the SAM must be annualized, income and expenditures are rarely 

made on an annual basis. As a result, data collection must be undertaken in such a way for annual 

revenues and costs to be obtained. For transactions made regularly over the course of the year, this is 

not difficult because the value of the revenue or expenditure can be asked along with the frequency 

that the transaction takes place. However, for irregular transactions or those subject to seasonality, the 

possibility of accurately annualizing data becomes complicated. One case in which this challenge 

arises is for food expenditures.  

 

Food expenditure data are normally collected for a short reference period, generally 7 days, given the 

difficulty of recalling quantities and values of expenditures for a broad reference period. Since living 

standards surveys do not normally ask about the seasonality of consumption, annualization usually 

requires assuming smooth annual consumption and multiplying by 52. This approach may produce a 

large over or underestimate of food consumption that may present obstacles to balancing the SAM. In 

order to collect improved information, a broader reference period should be applied along with 

questions indicating the availability of different food items over a one-year period. For example the 

sequence of questions found in Box 2 may be useful in arriving at a more accurate annual estimation 

of food consumption:  
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Box 2. Example questions for capturing annual food consumption 

 
 

An additional challenge in a household survey that is already replete with detailed questions is 

incorporating the ―where‖ question throughout the survey to link it with the information on income 

and expenditures. As indicated, identifying the place where transactions take place and the locations 

where cash is circulating in the ZOI are essential data for the SAM and for estimating the local 

economy impacts. In Annex 1, the household survey example presents the possibility of following up 

each ―how much‖ question with a ―where‖ question. This can become cumbersome in a lengthy 

household interview; therefore, other approaches must be considered in order to adapt this data 

collection to different contexts. One such possibility is to replace the ―where‖ questions scattered 

throughout the survey instrument with one section at the end of the survey, asked to the household 

head or best informed individual, in which a series of ―where‖ questions are asked in a more contained 

fashion. A reduced example of this could be similar to Table 8. 

 

Table 8. Summary of end of survey “where” questions 
Please identify the main location of 

the outlet where you purchase the 

following items: 

01 THIS VILLAGE 

02 NEIGHBOR VILLAGE 

03 CLOSEST TOWN 

04 NAIROBI 

05 ELSEWHERE IN KENYA 

06 OTHER COUNTRY  

07 OTHER (SPEC.) 

ITEM CODE 

For the non-agricultural enterprise  

  Labour  

  Food  

For the agricultural enterprise  

  Seeds   

  Fertilizer  

  Fodder  

General household consumption  

  Food  

  School materials    

  School uniforms  

  Rent on the dwelling  

Example 1 

(1) Did you consume [food item] in the previous 12 months?  

(2) For how many months (or weeks) of the previous 12 months (or 52 weeks) did 

you consume [food item]?  

(3) How much do you normally spend per week on [food item] when you consume 

[food item]? 

 

Example 2 

(1) Did you consume [food item] in the previous 3 months? 

(2) For how many weeks during the previous 3 months did you consume [food 

item]? 

(3) How much did you spend per week on [food item] in the previous 3 months? 

 

Example 3 

(1) How often do you consume [food item]? (At least once per 

day/week/month/trimester/year?) 

(2) How much do you spend on [food item] each time you purchase it? 

(3) How many weeks during the previous year did you consume [food item]? 
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The list of items in the above table would need to be extensive in order to capture the vast array of 

transactions in which any household is likely to engage; however, it could potentially be a useful 

substitute when time constraints reign. 

 

One final challenge for the construction of the SAM when data originate from a household impact 

evaluation instrument is to extend the scope of the fieldwork beyond the experimental component. 

Most cash transfer impact evaluations collect data only on treatment and control households, that is, 

from households eligible to receive the transfer. By definition this creates a bias in terms of collecting 

data for the village SAM, which needs to be based on economic linkages from a representative sample 

of households, eligible and non eligible, in a given village. In other words, household interviews 

should be held not only with the eligible treatment and comparison groups, but also with a sample of 

ineligible households in the same villages since they are likely to be participants in the local economy 

that falls under the umbrella of the program’s ZOI. Meeting this data requirement entails an expanded 

sample size at the baseline which is often not foreseen in experimental data collection. Fortunately, the 

PtoP project has obtained additional funding to expand the usual sample sizes to include non eligible 

households in most of the countries under study. 

 

5. Conclusions 

 

Ascertaining the economic impacts of cash transfer programs is a new area of research among impact 

evaluations of cash transfer programs. It has important implications for policy—given the increasing 

popularity of cash transfer programs in Sub Saharan Africa, the time is ripe for understanding the full 

impacts – intended and unintended – of these programs. This can help inform the ongoing policy 

debate by documenting the full contribution of cash transfer programs to hunger reduction, poverty 

reduction and inclusive growth in addressing concerns about sustainability and analyzing the 

productive and economic contribution of social assistance.  Understanding household behavior and 

local dynamics can help sharpen program design and implementation by highlighting potential 

synergies and constraints and strengthening programs’ graduation strategies, which in rural Africa will 

come primarily through agricultural and rural non-farm activities.  

 

However, as described in this paper, a challenge remains in introducing standard economic activity 

modules into ongoing cash transfer impact evaluations. As such, the PtoP project represents an 

important and new expansion of merging quantitative household surveys geared towards poverty and 

social outcomes, with agricultural surveys. Further, the study of the impact of cash transfer programs 

on the local economy using primary data collection linked to the impact evaluation represents an 

innovation in data collection. The two aspects of impact evaluation included in the PtoP project—

household level impact analysis with simulation models—will come together when adjusting the 

simulations ex-post. 
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Ministry of Gender, Children & Social Development; University of North Carolina; Research Solutions Africa 

Health, Economic, Demographic and Social Survey of Families with OVC 2011 (HEDS-OVC) 

 
 

Metadata – ALWAYS FILL IN BASIC INFORMATION BEFORE THE INTERVIEW 
     

1. Today’s date: |__|__|-|__|__|-|__|__| (DD-MM-YY)    

     

2. Time start interview:  |__|__| : |__|__| (24 hr clock)  13. Main respondent name __________________________ 

     

3. Duration of interview: |__|__| : |__|__| (24 hr clock)  14. Main respondent ID          |__|__| 

     

4. District: ___________________             |__|  15. Interviewer name and code _________________     |__|__| 

    

5. Location (sub-location  in Nairobi): ________________    |__|__|__|   

   16. Supervisor name and code _______________          |__| 

6. EA: ________________           |__|__|        (Supervisor, please sign next to name after checking the work) 

     

7. Community: ________________    |__|__|__|  

17. How many times have you had to 

visit before completing the interview?              |__| 

     

8. Moved  Household?  YES |__|   NO |__|  18. Outcome of final visit: |__| 

   (1) Completed  

9. GPS Coordinates 

( moved household only) 

South ____________  

East ___________  

(2) No member at home or no 

competent respondent  

   (3) Refused  

10. Household Code  _______________________  

     (4) Household moved ( fill tracking 

sheet)  

   If new (tracking) household, write down address and directions to house 

11. Household type  (from listing form; circle one)  A     B    

    

     

 

Questionnaire serial number |___|___|___|___| 
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SECTION I: Income Generating Activities 

 

Part A: Labour        ASK TO ALL HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS AGES 10 AND OVER 

P
ER

SO
N

 ID
 

FILTER WAGE LABOUR: MAIN JOB FILTER WAGE LABOUR: SECOND JOB FILTER ON FARM WORK 

Q1  Q2  Q3  Q4  Q5  Q6  Q7  Q8  Q9  Q10  Q11  Q12  Q13  Q14  

In the past 12 
months, how 
many jobs 
did you hold 
where you 
worked for 
someone 

else for pay, 
in cash or in 
kind, outside 

the 
household, 
even if just 

for one hour? 

For your main 
job in the past 

12 months, 
what kind of job 

was it? 

Where was this 
main job 
located? 

In that main 
job, how 

many 
months did 
you work in 
the past 12 

months? 
 
 

How many 
days per 

month did you 
work in that 

main job of the 
past 12 
months? 

How many 
hours per 

day did you 
normally 

work in that 
main job of 
the past 12 

months? 

How much did you earn in 
that job and for what time 

unit did you earn it? 

ENUMERATOR: 
CHECK IF THE 
RESPONDANT 

WORKED 
MORE THAN 1 

JOB IN THE 
PAST 12 

MONTHS. 

For your second 
job in the past 12 
months, what kind 

of job was it? 

Where is this 
job located? 

How much 
did you earn 
in that job in 
total in the 

past 12 
months? 

In the previous 
month did you 

perform any task 
in the household 

farming or 
livestock 
activities? 

 
 
 

IF NO  
►PART B 

During the 
past 30 days, 
during how 
many days 

did you 
perform any 

of those 
tasks? 

 

How many 
hours per 

day did you 
normally 

dedicate to 
performing 

those 
agricultural 
tasks in the 

previous 
month? 

01 THIS 
VILLAGE 
02 NEIGHBOR 
VILLAGE 
03 CLOSEST 
TOWN 
04 NAIROBI 
05 OTHER AREA 
OF KENYA 
06 MULTIPLE 
AREAS OF 
KENYA 
07 OTHER 
COUNTRY  
08 OTHER 
(SPEC.) 

01 THIS 
VILLAGE 
02 NEIGHBOR 
VILLAGE 
03 CLOSEST 
TOWN 
04 NAIROBI 
05 OTHER 
AREA OF 
KENYA 
06 MULTIPLE 
AREAS OF 
KENYA 
07 OTHER 
COUNTRY  
08 OTHER 
(SPEC.) 

01 
AGRICULTURE/ 
FORESTRY/ 
FISHING 
02 MINING 
03 
MANUFACTURI
NG 
04 
CONSTRUCTION 
05 TRANSPORT/ 
STORAGE/ 
COMMUNICATI
ON 
06 OTHER NON-
AGRICULTURAL 
07 COMMERCE 
08 SERVICES 
09 OTHER 
WAGE 
(SPECIFY) 

 
INCLUDE VALUE OF 

MEALS AND BENEFITS. 

01 AGRICULTURE/ 
FORESTRY/ 
FISHING 
02 MINING 
03 
MANUFACTURING 
04 
CONSTRUCTION 
05 TRANSPORT/ 
STORAGE/ 
COMMUNICATION 
06 OTHER NON-
AGRICULTURAL 
07 COMMERCE 
08 SERVICES 
09 OTHER WAGE 
(SPECIFY) 

IF LESS 
THAN 1 
MONTH, 

WRITE "1" 

01 DAY       
02 WEEK  
03 FORTNIGHT  
04 MONTH  
05 QUARTER 
06 TRIMESTER 
07 SEMESTER 
08 YEAR 

INCLUDE 
VALUE OF 

MEALS AND 
BENEFITS. 

01 YES  
► Q9 

IF NONE: 
WRITE "0" 
►Q12 

02 NO 
 ► Q12 

01 YES FARMING 

02 YES 
LIVESTOCK 

NUMBER OF 
JOBS JOB TYPE LOCATION MONTHS 

DAYS/MONT
H HRS/DAY KSHS UNIT JOB TYPE LOCATION KSHS 

03 YES BOTH 

DAYS HOURS/DAY 04 NO 
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Part B: Self Employment    ASK TO THE HOUSEHOLD HEAD, OR BEST INFORMED HOUSEHOLD MEMBER 

Q1                                             
 

     

Did the household operate any non-farm enterprises in 
the past 12 months, like a store, transportation, healer, 
home brewing, or other independent business?  

    YES...01                    
  

     

    NO.....02 ►PART C                     

                                  

                                   

EN
TE

R
P

R
IS

E 
ID

 

Q2  Q3 Q4  Q5  Q6  Q7  Q8  

What non-farm enterprises did 
the household operate over 

the past 12 months? 

Who in the household 
takes decisions for the 

enterprise? 

 
LIST UP TO 2 FROM 

ROSTER 
 

IF ENTIRE 
HOUSEHOLD WRITE 

"88" IN "1ST" 

How long has 
the business 

been in 
existence? 

 

IF <1 YEAR: 
WRITE "1" 

Of the last 
12 
months, 
how many 
was the 
business 
in 
operation? 

 What were the main sources of startup 
capital for this enterprise? 

What was 
the gross 

revenue from 
this business 

in the last 
month it 

operated? 

What was 
the net 

income from 
this business 

in the last 
month it 

operated? 

 

 

01 LOAN FROM 
FAMILY FRIEND 
02 LOAN FROM 
SACCOS 
03 NON 
AGRICULTURAL 
CREDIT, BANK, 
OTHER INSTITUTION 
04 LOAN-MONEY 
LENDER 
05 GIFT FROM 
FAMILY/ FRIEND 

06 OWN 
SAVINGS 
07 SALE OF 
ASSETS OWNED 
08 PROCEEDS  
FROM OTHER 
BUSINESS 
09 INHERITED 
10 OVC-
TRANSFER 
11 OTHER 
(SPECIFY) 
12 NONE 

KSHS 

 

IF MORE THAN 3 
BUSINESSES, ONLY RECORD 
THE 3 LARGEST/MOST 
IMPORTANT 
 
WRITE ACTIVITY CODE 
ACCORDING TO LIST 
(UPRIGHT). 
 
IF ACTIVITY IS NOT LISTED, 
WRITE "88" AND A SHORT 
DESCRIPTION OF THE 
ACTIVITY. 
 
CODE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1ST 2ND YEARS MONTHS  KSHS KSHS 

 

1ST 2ND 3RD  

1       
  
    

  
           

 

2       
  
    

  
           

 

3       
  
    

  
           

 

                             
 

      

EN
TE

R
P

R
IS

E 
ID

 

Q9  Q10  Q11  Q12  Q13 Q14    
     

To whom did you sell your 
products or services from this 

business over the last 12 months? 

Where do these sales 
normally take place? 

How many 
household 

members are 
engaged in this 

business? 
 

INCLUDE 
INFORMANT IF 

HE/SHE 
PARTICIPATED 

In the last month 
this business 
operated, how many 
employees were 
hired in for pay- in 
cash or in kind- 
that are not 
household 
members?  
 
 

From whom do you buy 
your inputs for this 
business? 

Where was the 
outlet/source located? 

   
     

     

01 INDIVIDUAL CONSUMER 
02 PRIVATE BUSINESS 
03 NON-GOVT INSTITUTION 
04 GOVERNMENT 
05 MANUFACTURER 
06 OTHER (SPEC.) 

01 THIS VILLAGE 
02 NEIGHBORING  
      VILLAGE 
03 CLOSEST TOWN 
04 NAIROBI 
05 ELSEWHERE IN KENYA 
06 ANOTHER  
     COUNTRY  
07 OTHER (SPEC.) 

01 MERCHANT/BUSINESS 
02 ITINERANT TRADER 
03 RELATIVE 
04 FRIEND/NEIGHBOR 
05 LOCAL MARKET 
06 COOP/ASSOC. 
07 COMPANY 
08 NGO/CBO 
09 GOK/GOK AGENCY 
10 HOME PRODUCED 
11 OTHER (SPEC.) 

01 THIS VILLAGE 
02 NEIGHBORING  
      VILLAGE 
03 CLOSEST TOWN 
04 NAIROBI 
05 ELSEWHERE IN 
KENYA 
06 ANOTHER COUNTRY  
07 OTHER (SPEC.) 

  
     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

1ST 2ND 1ST 2ND NUMBER NUMBER 1ST 2ND 1ST 2ND            

1                           
  

     

2                           
  

     

3                           
  

     

 

ENTERPRISE CODES 
01 Shop/store   
02 Petty trader/ Bar/Kioski  

03 Home brewery   

04 Public phone 

05 Food preparation/sales of prepared food 

06 Transport service 

07 Child care/day care 

08 Money lender 
09 Miller 
10 Carpentry 

11 Metal works / Pottery 

12 Traditional healer, Midwife 

13 Construction 

14 Mechanic/technician 

15 Selling/renting agricultural inputs/ tools  
16 Making  farm tools 

17 Making baskets or mats 

18 Spinning/weaving cloth 

19 Making/repairing clothes 

20 Water-carrier, Porter 
21 Barber, Hairdresser 
22 Musician 

23 Shoe makers/ repair (cobblers) 
24 Selling firewood, charcoal 
25 Selling grass/fodder 
26 Selling (resale grains) 
88 Other ________________________ 
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Part C: Land Characteristics   ASK TO THE HOUSEHOLD HEAD, OR BEST INFORMED HOUSEHOLD MEMBER 

Q1                                Q2                                  
Did you household own or cultivate any land in the past 12 
months? This includes all plots, including garden plots, owned, 
shared-out, shared-in, rented-in, rented-out, by the household in 
the previous 12 months.  
 IF NO: ►PART E 

          
How many plots do you 
have or cultivate all 
together? CONSIDER 
ALL TYPES OF 
TENURE. 

    
NUMBE

R OF 
PLOTS 

                  

                                

  YES...01     
                          

  NO....02      
IF ZERO: ►PART E                 

                                           

P
LO

T
 ID

 

Q3  Q4  Q5  Q6  Q7  Q8  Q9  Q10  Q11  Q12  Q13  Q14    
Please identify all plots 
owned or cultivated by 
the household in the past 
12 months. 
 
Include garden plots, 
plots owned, shared-out, 
shared-in, rented-in, and 
rented-out. 
 
Past 12 months here 
represent the past two 
cropping season – it 
doesn’t include the 
current cropping season 

What is the area 
of this plot? 

Is the plot 
irrigated? 

How did you 
acquire this plot? 

Do you lend, 
share-crop 
or rent out 
this plot? 

For how 
long 
have 
you 
owned, 
held or 
been 
using 
this 
land? 

What was the 
principal use 
of this land in 
the past 12 
months? 

What are the major crops you 
planted in the past 12 months on 
this plot?  

How would 
you classify 
the soil 
fertility? 

What is the 
slope of the 
plot? 

Is there any 
erosion on 
this plot? 

Who is 
responsible 
for the 
management 
& decisions 
of this plot? 

 

FOR  SMALL 
PLOTS LESS 
THAN 0.25 
ACRES WHERE 
EXACT SIZE IS 
UNKNOWN, 
WRITE "888". 
 
 

01 PURCHASED 
02 INHERITED 
►Q7 

01 
SHARECROP 
OUT 
02 RENT 
OUT 
03 LEND 
OUT 
04 NONE 

01 CROP 
02 FORESTY/ 
TREES 
             
►Q10 

LIST UP TO 3 CROPS PER PLOT. 
 

SEE CROP CODES (BELOW) 

01 NONE 
02 MILD 
03 SEVERE 
99 DON’T 
KNOW 

01 VERY 
FERTILE 
02 
MODERATE 
03 POOR 
04 VERY 
POOR 
05 NOT 
PRODUCTIVE 

01 FLAT 
02 SLIGHT 
03 
MODERATE 
04 STEEP 

03 BORROWED 
04 RENTED-IN 
05 SHARE-
CROPPED-IN 
06 COMMUNAL 
07 USUFRUCT 
08 OTHER 
(SPECIFY) 
►Q8 

 
IF <1 
YEAR, 
WRITE 

"1" 
 

IF DK: 
"99"  

03 
GRAZING/ 
PASTURE 
04 NOT IN 
USE 
05 OTHER 
(SPECIFY) 
              
►Q11 

WRITE "88" 
IF NOT A HH 
MEMBER 

 

ACRES 

01  YES 

LAND USE 1ST 2ND 3RD 
SOIL 

FERTILITY PLOT SLOPE EROSION ROSTER  02  NO YEARS 

1                               

2                               

3                               

4                               

5                               

6                               

7                               

8                               

9                               

CROP CODES 
01 local maize 
02 Improved maize 
03 millet 
04 beans 
05 cowpeas 

06 sorghum 
07 wheat 
08 rice 
 
 

09 barley 
10 oats 
11 yams 
12 arrowroots 
13 cassava 

14 sweet potato 
15 potato 
16 khat 
17 grams 
18 yellow grams 
19 pigeonpea 

20 dolicos 
21 soya bean 
22 cashewnuts 
23 macadamia nut 
24 groundnuts 
25 sim sim 

26 castor 
27 nappier 
28 paddock 
29 sugarcane 
30 pyrethrum 
31 cotton 

32 tobacco 
33 tea 
34 coffee 
35 sisal 
36 wood/timber 
 

37 vegetables 
38 fruits 
88 Other 
(specify) 
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Part D1: Crop Production    ASK TO THE HOUSEHOLD HEAD, OR BEST INFORMED HOUSEHOLD MEMBER 

Q1 
Did your household do farming (i.e. plant any grains, legumes, vegetables or fruit etc.) during the last 12 months? 
  

YES…01►Q2    

NO…02►PART E    

 

Q2  Q3  Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9   

LI
N

E 
IT

EM
 

Did your household cultivate 
[..] in the past 12 months? 
 
Include crops cultivated when 
sharecropping out, and kitchen 
garden crops. 
 
Past 12 months here represent the 
past two cropping season – it 
doesn’t include the current 
cropping season 
 
SEE CROP CODES (BELOW) 

What area 
of land was 
planted 
with [..] in 
the past 12 
months? 

What quantity of [...] did 
the household harvest in 
the past 12 months? 

Did you sell or 
barter any of the 

harvest of [crop] in 
the past 12 

months? 

 
How much of the last 
harvest did you 
sell/barter? 
 
UNIT CODES 
01 KILOGRAM 
02 DEBE 
03 GOROGORO 

How much 
was earned 
from the 
sales of 
[CROP] in the 
past 12 
months 

To whom did you mainly sell 
or exchanged [..] in the past 
12 months? 

Where was the main location 
where you sold or exchanged 
[..] in the past 12 months? 

  

IF ZERO ►NEXT CROP 

01 FINAL CONSUMER 
02 ITINERANT TRADER  
03 BUSINESS 
04 INSITUTIONS 
05 GOVERNMENT 
06 MANUFACTURER 
07 OTHER (SPEC.) 

01 THIS VILLAGE/ FARMGATE 
02 NEIGHBOR VILLAGE 
03 CLOSEST TOWN 
04 NAIROBI 
05 ELSEWHERE  
IN KENYA 
06 OTHER  
COUNTRY  
07 OTHER (SPEC.) 
 

 

UNIT CODES 
01 KILOGRAM 
02 DEBE 
03 GOROGORO 
 

if only 
bartered, 
then mark 
8888 
if 0, then next 
item 
 
 
 

01 YES SELL 
02 YES BARTER 
03 YES BARTER & 
SELL 
04 NO (next item) 

CROP NAME 

C
O

D
E 01 YES 

02 NO QUANTITY UNIT 

   ACRES QUANTITY UNITY KSHS 1ST 2ND 1ST 2ND     

1 Local maize 01                            

2 
Improved 
maize 02                            

3 Millet 03                            

4 Beans 04                            

5 Cow peas 05                            

6 Sorghum 06                            

7 Vegetables                              

8 Fruit                              

Other, specify     

9                              

10               
 
 

  
      

  
       

11               
 
 

  
      

  
       

CROP CODES 
01 local maize 
02 Improved maize 
03 millet 
04 beans 
05 cowpeas 

06 sorghum 
07 wheat 
08 rice 
 
 

09 barley 
10 oats 
11 yams 
12 arrowroots 
13 cassava 

14 sweet potato 
15 potato 
16 khat 
17 grams 
18 yellow grams 
19 pigeonpea 

20 dolicos 
21 soya bean 
22 cashewnuts 
23 macadamia nut 
24 groundnuts 
25 sim sim 

26 castor 
27 nappier 
28 paddock 
29 sugarcane 
30 pyrethrum 
31 cotton 

32 tobacco 
33 tea 
34 coffee 
35 sisal 
36 
wood/timber 
 

37 vegetables 
38 fruits 
88 Other 
(specify) 
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Part D2: Crop Inputs   ASK TO THE HOUSEHOLD HEAD, OR BEST INFORMED HOUSEHOLD MEMBER 

Q1  
Q2  Q3  Q4  

In the past 12 months, did you use any [...]  for any of 
your crop production activities? 
 
01   YES 
►Q2 
 
02     NO 
►NEXT ROW 

How much did you 
spend including 
transport cost on 
[....] in the past 12 
months? 
 
If zero, then next 
item. 

What was the main source for 
this  input? 

Where is that source located? 

01 FINAL CONSUMER 
02 ITINERANT TRADER  
03 BUSINESS 
04 INSITUTIONS 
05 GOVERNMENT 
06 MANUFACTURER 
07 OTHER (SPEC.) 

01 THIS VILLAGE 
02 NEIGHBOR VILLAGE 
03 CLOSEST TOWN 
04 NAIROBI 
05 ELSEWHERE IN KENYA 
06 OTHER COUNTRY  
07 OTHER (SPEC.) 

CROP INPUT 

Q1 
ANSWER 

KSHS 1ST 2ND 1ST 2ND 

a)  Seeds/seedlings           

b) Pesticides           

c) Organic fertilizer           

d) Inorganic fertilizer           

e) Waters           

Other? Specify:                             

f)            

g)           
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Part E1: Livestock Production   ASK TO THE HOUSEHOLD HEAD, OR BEST INFORMED HOUSEHOLD MEMBER 

Q1                                                 
Did your household own or manage or share any livestock or animals, large or small, in the 
previous 4 years (since 2007)?       

YES...
01          

      

NO.....02 ►PART 
F      

                        
    

    
                   

LI
V

E
S

T
O

C
K

 C
O

D
E

 

  Q2 Q3  Q4  Q5  Q6  Q7  Q8  Q9  Q10  Q11   

LIVESTOCK 
TYPE 

In the 
past four 
years, 
since 
2007, 
has your 
househo
ld 
owned, 
manage
d, 
shared, 
purchas
ed or 
sold any 
[..] at 
any 
point? 

How 
many 
were 
owned 
exactly 
4 years 
ago, in 
2007? 

How 
many 
does the 
househo
ld own 
now? 
 

Now, how 
many has 
the 
household 
held any 
[..] in a 
sharing 
arrangem
ent with 
other 
household
s? 
 

During 
the past 
12 
months, 
how 
many 
have you 
exchang
ed for 
other 
livestock
? 
 

In the 
past 12 
months, 
how 
many [...] 
did you 
purchas
e for this 
househol
d? 

During the 
past 12 
months, 
how many 
have you 
sold? 
 

In the past 
12 months 
how much 
did you earn 
in total from 
those [..] 
sales? 
 
 

What was the main 
sales outlet? 

Where is that 
outlet located? 

 

01 FINAL 
CONSUMER 
02 ITINERANT 
TRADER  
03 BUSINESS 
04 GOVERNMENT 
05 
MANUFACTURER 
06 OTHER (SPEC.) 
07 INSTITUTIONS 

01 THIS VILLAGE 
02 NEIGHBOR 
VILLAGE 
03 CLOSEST 
TOWN 
04 NAIROBI 
05 ELSEWHERE 
IN KENYA 
06 OTHER 
COUNTRY  
07 OTHER 
(SPEC.) 

 
IF 

NONE 
WRITE 
ZERO 

 
IF 

NONE 
WRITE 
ZERO 

 
IF NONE 
WRITE 
ZERO 

 
IF NONE 
WRITE 
ZERO 

 
IF NONE 
WRITE 
ZERO 

IF NONE 
WRITE 0 

AND 
►Q10 

01 YES 

02 
NO► 
NEXT 
ROW 

KSHS 

NUMB
ER 

NUMB
ER NUMBER 

NUMBE
R 

NUMBE
R NUMBER 1ST 2ND 1ST 2ND   

1 Cattle- local                         

2 Cattle- hybrid               

3 Donkeys               

4 Camels               

5 Goats               

6 Sheep               

7 Pigs               

8 Poultry               

Other, Specify:   

9                

10                

11                
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Part E2: Livestock Inputs  Part E3: Livestock By-products  

Q1  Q2  Q3  Q4  

In the past 12 months, did you sell any 
livestock by-product obtained from any of your 
livestock? 
 
IF ITEM PRODUCED AND SOLD, WRITE ”01” 
AND GO TO NEXT QUESTION 

IF ITEM PRODUCED BUT NOT SOLD WRITE 
"0" AND ►NEXT ROW 
 
IF ITEM WAS NOT PRODUCED NOR SOLD 
WRITE "99" AND ►NEXT ROW 

 

How much in 
KSHS did you earn 

in the past 12 
months from the 

sale of by-products 
obtained from all 
your livestock? 

 

What was the main 
sales outlet? 

Where is that outlet 
located? 

01 FINAL 
CONSUMER 
02 ITINERANT 
TRADER  
03 BUSINESS 
04 INSITUTIONS 
05 GOVERNMENT 
06 MANUFACTURER 
07 OTHER (SPEC.) 

01 THIS VILLAGE 
02 NEIGHBOR 
VILLAGE 
03 CLOSEST TOWN 
04 NAIROBI 
05 ELSEWHERE IN 
KENYA 
06 OTHER COUNTRY  
07 OTHER (SPEC.) 

BY-PRODUCT 
Q1 ANSWER KSHS 1ST 2ND 1ST 2ND 

a) Milk and Milk Products           

b) Eggs       

c) Hides and leather       

d) Dried meat       

e) Dung       

f) Wool, Mohair       

Other, Specify 

g)       

h)       

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

In the past 12 months, did you purchase any 
[...]  for any of your livestock? 
 
01   YES 
►Q2 
 
02     NO 
►NEXT ROW 

How much did 
you spend on 
[....] in the past 
12 months? 

What was the main 
source for this input ? 

Where is that source 
located? 

01 FINAL CONSUMER 
02 ITINERANT TRADER  
03 BUSINESS 
04 INSITUTIONS 
05 GOVERNMENT 
06 MANUFACTURER 
07 OTHER (SPEC.) 

01 THIS VILLAGE 
02 NEIGHBOR VILLAGE 
03 CLOSEST TOWN 
04 NAIROBI 
05 ELSEWHERE IN KENYA 
06 OTHER COUNTRY  
07 OTHER (SPEC.) 

LIVESTOCK INPUT 

Q1 
ANSWER 

KSHS 1ST 2ND 1ST 2ND 

a)  Fodder           

b) Manufactured feeds, salt       

c) Water for livestock       

d) Vet services, medicines, 
vaccines       

e) Insurance for livestock       

Other? Specify: 

f)       

g)       
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Part F: Agricultural Inputs and Assets                       ASK TO THE HOUSEHOLD HEAD, OR BEST INFORMED HOUSEHOLD MEMBER 

Q1  

ENUMERATOR: IS THERE AT LEAST 
ONE YES IN PARTS C, D AND E 
(LAND, CROP, LIVESTOCK)? 

YES...01 
NO.....02 
►PART G  

                
  
  
  

    

                  

INPUT 
CODE 

AGRICULTURAL 
INPUT / ASSET 

Q2  Q3  Q4 Q5 Q6  Q7 Q8 
In the past 12 
months did you own, 
rent for pay, borrow, 
or use in partnership 
[...]? 

How many [...] 
do you own 
now? 

How much 
did you 
spend on 
purchasing 
or renting [..] 
in the past 
12 months? 
 
Here report 
total 
expense on 
purchasing 
and/or 
renting the 
item 
 

From whom was it 
purchased/borrowed/
rented in the past 12 
months? 

Where was it 
purchased/borrowed/re
nted in the past 12 
months? 

Did you own 
any [..] four 
years ago, in 
2007? 

How many [...] 
did you own four 
years ago, in 
2007? 

01 MERCHANT/  
      BUSINESS 
02 RELATIVE 
03 FRIEND/NEIGHBOR 
04 LOCAL MARKET 
05 COOP/ASSOC. 
06 COMPANY 
07 NGO/CBO 
08 GOK/GOK AGENCY 
09 HOME PRODUCED 
10 OTHER (SPEC.) 

01 THIS VILLAGE 
02 NEIGHBORING  
      VILLAGE 
03 CLOSEST TOWN 
04 NAIROBI 
05 ELSEWHERE IN 
KENYA 
06 ANOTHER  
     COUNTRY  
07 OTHER (SPEC.) 

01 OWN ►Q3 
02 RENT IN ►Q4 
03 BORROW 
/PARTNERSHIP  
04 NO ►NEXT ROW 

01 YES  

NUMBER 
02 NO►NEXT 
ROW 

NUMBER 

KSHS 1ST 2ND 1ST 2ND 

1 Plough                

2 
Animal cart, 
Wheelbarrow          

3 Planter          

4 Sprayer          

5 Thresher          

6 Grinder          

7 Watering can          

8 Hoe (Jembe)          

9 Machete (Panga)          

10 Axe          

11 Sickle          

12 Pen          

13 Trough          

Other, Specify: 

14           

15           

16           

 

 
Q9 In the past 12 months did your household receive any information or advice related to crop or livestock production? 

YES...01 

 NO.....02  
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 Part G: Hired Labour            

 

 

Part H: Access to Credit  

Q1  

Did you, or any member of your household, seek 
access to credit? 

 

  
  

  

Q3  

What was the reason for seeking 
access to credit? 

01 INVEST IN AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES OR BUSINESSES 
02 INVEST IN NON-AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES OR BUSINESSES 
03 PAY FOR EXPENSES RELATED TO EMERGENCY, ILLNESS 
04 PAY OFF OTHER LOANS 
05 MAKE DWELLING IMPROVEMENTS 
06 FOR CONSUMPTION (FOOD OR OTHER REGULAR EXPENSES) 
07 OTHER (SPECIFY) 

  

YES...01 ►Q3 

  

      

NO.....02 ►Q2   
    

Q2 

Why did you not seek access to credit? 
 
                   ►NEXT SECTION 

01 PREFER TO WORK 
WITH OWN RESOURCES 
02 DID NOT NEED 
CREDIT   
03 HAVE OTHER LOANS 
TO PAY OFF  
04 DOES NOT HAVE 
MEANS TO REPAY A 
LOAN 
05 OTHER (SPECIFY) 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
    

      

      

  
Q4  

Did your household receive any 
loan in the past 12 months when it 
requested it? 

YES...01  ►NEXT SECTION 

    NO.....02 ►Q5 

  

Q5  

Why did your household not receive 
the loan it requested? 
 
 
 ►NEXT SECTION 

01 LACK OF COLLATERAL  
02 DID NOT FULFILL LOAN REQUIREMENTS 
03 OTHER (SPECIFY) 

    

  

    

    

 

 

  

Q1                                          

Did your household hire in any labor, paid for with cash or in kind, for 
crop and/or livestock activities in the past 12 months?  

    YES...01           

    NO.....02 ►PART H     

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 

NOTE: CHILDREN ARE 
CONSIDERED UNDER 15 YEARS 
OF AGE. 
 
 
 
 
ACTIVITY 

Q2  Q3  
In the past 12 months how many person-days of men/women/children did you hire in for [ACTIVITY] ?  
 
ONLY REPORT THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE HIRED AND NUMBER OF DAYS  PER PERSON 
 
                                                         IF NONE  ►NEXT ROW 

In the past 12 months 
how much did you spend 
on labor hired in for 
[ACTIVITY] in total? 

(a) (b) (c)  

MEN WOMEN CHILDREN 

KSHS 
NUMBER OF 

PEOPLE 

NUMBER OF 
DAYS PER 
PERSON 

NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE 

NUMBER OF DAYS 
PER PERSON 

NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE 

NUMBER OF 
DAYS PER 
PERSON 

1 Land preparation or planting        

2 
Weeding, fertilizing, other non-
harvest work            

3 Harvesting        

4 Livestock herding        

5 Preparing fodder        
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Section J: Income, Transfers, Program Participation                                                     Respondent’s Roster ID:............................... 
1. During the past 2 months, what is the total value of money or goods, including food, clothing, livestock or medicines received from any church or other non-

government group (NGO)? (Ksh, enter 0 if none) 

 

 

2. During the past 2 months, what is the total value of money or goods, including food, clothing, livestock or medicines received from individuals who are not part of 

this household, including from outside Kenya? (Ksh, enter 0 if none) 

 

 

3. During the past 2 months, what is the total value of money or goods, including food, clothing, livestock or medicines received from government programs? (Ksh, 

enter 0 if none) 

 

 

4. In the past 12 months how much did your household receive in cash or kind for dowry, bride price, wedding, circumcision  and funeral? (kshs.) 

 

 

5. During the past 2 months, what is the total value of money or goods, including food, clothing, livestock or medicines that members of this household have given to 

people or groups outside the household (transfers out)? (Ksh, enter 0 if none) 

 

 

6. Some people try to save some money for emergencies or to buy something special in the future. Are you currently saving any cash?   Yes…..1  No…2>>Q8 

 

 

7. In the past 2 months how much money have you put aside or savings? (Ksh) 

 

 

8. Have you ever heard of the Government’s cash transfer for OVC program?  Yes………….1      No…………..2>>NEXT SECTION  

9. Has this household EVER received money or is the household currently receiving money from the Government’s cash transfer for OVC program? 

                                          Received in past but not currently receiving…….1    Currently receiving……..2    Never received……3>>NEXT SECTION 

 

 

Interviewer: Ask to see CT-OVC Program ID Card and any cash transfer payment receipts. [If card AND receipt not available, write 99999 for Q10 and 99 for Q11 

and go to Q12] 

 

10. Write the OVC Unique ID Number from Card or Household 

Code from receipt (5 digits) 

 11. Write down ID Code (from roster) of main caregiver specified on 

Program Card 

 [if caregiver not a household member write 50] 

 

Interviewer: Write down date and amount received from most recent payment receipt. If receipt not available ask respondent to recall. 

 

 

12. Last Payment Date (MONTH):  Month codes: Jan-Feb=1  March-April=2, May-June=3, July-Aug=4, Sep-Oct=5, Nov-Dec=6   DK=98 

 

 

13. Last Payment Date (YEAR): Write down four digit year YYYY     DK=9999 

 

 

14. Last Payment Amount: (Ksh)    DK=9999  

Ask only for households currently receiving CT-OVC cash payments (code 2 in Q9). Ask to main caregiver identified in Q11 if possible. 

 

 

15. For the LAST payment, how much did the household spend on transportation to travel from your house to the Post Office and back again? 

    [Two-way total from house to Post Office and back in Ksh]    DK=98 

 

 

16. In general, how long does it take to travel from your home to the Post Office and back again (using your customary method of transportation)?   

      CODES: Days (0-7), Hours (0-24), Minutes (0-60) 

a. Days: _______ 

 

b. Hours: ______ 

 

c. Minutes: ____ 

17. How much money did the household spend on other expenses associated with collecting your payment other than transportation (such as food, accommodation, 

TKK)? (Ksh)     DK=98 

 

 

 

 



1 

 

Business Enterprise Questionnaire 
♦ FOR THE SUPERVISOR: 

Q.1  District Name  

Q.2  Community Council Name  

Q.3  Cluster Code    

Q.4  Name of the village where the business was selected  
 

Q.5  Code of the village where the business was selected              

Q.6  Is this business located in the village given in Q.5 ?               Yes =01  ►  Q.9 
No = 02 

 
 

Q.7  Name of village the business is closest to?  
 

Q.8  Distance of business from the village given in Q.5?                            KM (estimate)  
__  __ 

Q.9  Type of business  
 
If multiple indicate the one for which the person was selected 
and that will be the object of the interview. 

See business codes below. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Business Codes: 

1. Grocery store 7. Crèche 13. Construction 

2. Petty trader/spaza/bar 8. Money lender 14. Initiation school 

3. Home brewery 9. Miller 15. Mechanic 

4. Public phone  10. Carpentry 16. Agricultural inputs and tools rental 

5. Food preparation 11. Metal works 17. Seamstress/tailor/clothes repair 

6. Transport service (taxis) 12. Traditional healer 18. Hairdresser 

  77.     Other (specify):_________ 

 

Q.10  Date: dd/mm/yyyy Time at start: 
hh/mm 

Time at finish: 
hh/mm 

Interviewer ID Code 

                  

                  

                  

 
My name is ______  and I work for__________________ 
 
This is a study for the evaluation of the Lesotho Child Grants Programme. This project is run by an international team of 
researchers on behalf of the Department of Social Welfare in the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare of the Lesotho 
Government and UNICEF. The purpose of this survey is to collect information about the local economy in the areas where the 
Child Grant Programme operates. 
I would like to ask you some questions about your business of (mention be business type for which the person was selected). It is 
important that throughout the interview you refer to this business only, and not to other businesses that you may also operate. 
Your business was randomly selected amongst the other businesses of this village. You don’t need to be currently receiving the 
Child grant in order to participate in this study. The information you provide is strictly confidential.  Your assistance is critical to 
this study. 
 
By signing below, you signify that you agree to participate in the study and that your participation is entirely voluntary. 
 
SIGNATURE_______________________________ 
 
DATE____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

Supervisor signature when QC completed: 
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Q.11  Which goods and services do you sell / provide? Mark 01 for the relevant rows 
Leave blank otherwise 

1.  Processed food (eg chips, soft drinks-retail)   

2.  Unpackaged foodstuffs (meat, grains, eggs)  

3.  Prepared food  

4.  Fresh fruit, vegetables  

5.  Alcohol (home made)  

6.  Alcohol (branded)  

7.  Household goods/personal items  

8.  Wood products (chairs, coffins)  

9.  Metal products  

10.  Phone cards  

11.  Clothes  

12.  Agricultural inputs  

13.  Phone calls   

14.  Transport service  

15.  Personal services (traditional healer, etc)  

16.  Building materials  

17.  Shearing and other livestock services  

18.  Crèche   

19.  Initiation school  

20.  Medicine  

21.  Loans/money lending  

22.  Training/informal school  

23.  Clothes/sewing  

24.  Hairdressing  

   77. Other? Please specify_________  

 

Q.12  Since when have you been operating this business? YYYY  
 

Q.13  Do you keep any accounting (written records) of your costs and sales? 
♦ Interviewer: if so, ask to see them for next questions, if possible 

01 Yes 
02 No 

 

Q.14  What was your total revenue in the last 30 days? 
 
(revenue = total sales without detracting costs) 

MALOTI 
  
If not known, 9999 

M 

Q.15  What was your total revenue in the last 12 months? 
 
(revenue = total sales without detracting costs) 

MALOTI 
  
 If not known,9999 

M 

Q.16  What was your total revenue in the worst month for this business last year? 
 
(revenue = total sales without detracting costs) 

MALOTI 
  
If not known,9999 

M 

Q.17  What was your total revenue in the best month for this business last year? 
 
(revenue = total sales without detracting costs) 

MALOTI 
  
If not known,9999 

M 

Q.18  How many months have you been in operation in last 12 months? No. of Months  
 
 

Q.19  During the last 12 months, did you sell 
anything/provide your services to [___]? 
 
Yes = 01  
No = 02 
 

a) Residents from this village  

b) Other businesses in this village  

c) Intermediaries/middlemen in the village  

d) Roving Markets  

e) Public/gov institutions in this village  

f) To  neighboring villages  

g) Other Parts of Lesotho  

h) Abroad (Exports)  

Q.20  About what percentage of your total sales of the last 
12 months were to each of these (i.e. those 
mentioned above)? 
 

a) Residents from this village  

b) Other businesses in this village  

c) Intermediaries/middlemen in the village  

d) Roving Markets  
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(Rows should sum to 100%. If respondent cannot 
estimate, use stones or mention ‘half’, ‘quarter’..) 

e) Public/gov institutions in this village  

f) To neighboring villages  

g) Other Parts of Lesotho  

h) Abroad (Exports)  

Q.21  Did any of your household members help you with this business in the past 12 
months? 

01 Yes 
02 No ► Q.23 

 

Q.22  Whom? How many?                                                                            (write numbers) 
 
♦ Interviewer: Probe for number of adult males, adult females and children 
under 15 years 

a) Adult males  

b) Adult females  

c) Girls under 15  

d) Boys under 15  

Q.23  Did you hire in any employees in the past 12 months?   01 Yes 
02 No ► Q.31 
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Q.24   Q.25   Q.26  Q.27  Q.28  Q.29  Q.30  

What type of 
employees did you 
have in the past 12 
months? 
(please list each 
type that applies) 

How many 
*….+ did you 
employ in 
the past 12 
months?  

For how many 
[months or weeks] 
did you employ *…+ 
in the last 12 
months? 

How much did you pay 
each employee each 
[week or month]? 
(cash only, not in-kind) 

Did you provide any 
meals, insurance or 
other benefits to 
this type of 
employee in the last 
12 months? 

For how many 
[months or weeks] 
did you provide these 
benefits in the last 12 
months? 

What was the value of 
meals, insurance, or 
other benefits provided 
to this type of employee 
each [ month or week]? 

01 clerks 
02 helpers 
03 cleaners 
04 apprentice 
05 cook 
06 driver  
77 other (specify)  

 Write 
number of 
employees 
for each 
category 

 01 month 
02 week 

 
MALOTI 
If not 
known, 
9999 

01 month 
02 week 

01 Yes 
02 No ►Next Item  

 01 month 
02 week 

MALOTI 
If not known, 
9999 

 
 
 
 
 

01 month 
02 week 

      M     M  

    M     M  

    M     M  

    M     M  

    M     M  
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Q.31  During the last 12 months did you purchase (with cash only, not obtain in kind) 
any inputs for this business in this village?   

01 Yes 
02 No ► Q. 38 

 

 

 
Only include inputs 
purchased in this 

village 

Q.32  Q.33  Q.34  Q.35  Q.36  Q.37  

In the last 12 
months, did you 
purchase [__] for 
the business in this 
village? 

How many 
months in the 
last 12 
months did 
you purchase 
[__] in the 
village? 
(cash only) 

How many 
times each 
month do you 
purchase *…+ 
in the village? 

How much do you 
spend each time 
you purchase *…+ 
in the village? 

Of the purchases you made in the 
village, did you purchase any *…+ from :  
a) Other Household 
b) Other Business 
c) Intermediary/Middleman 
d) roving market 
e) public/gov institution 

What  % of this [__] was 
purchased from:  
a) Other Household 
b) Other Business 
c) Intermediary/Middleman 
d) roving market 
e) public/gov institution 

 01 yes 
02 no ► Next item 

  MALOTI 
If not known, 9999 

01 yes 
02 no ► Next item 

% 
a) Fruits     M a) 

b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

b) Vegetables    M a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e)___ ___ 

c) Food crops such as 
maize, sorghum, 
wheat, potatoes 

   M a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

d) Meat    M a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

e) Local crafts    M a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 
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f) Other goods 
(specify):  

   M a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

g) Other goods 
(specify): 

   M a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 

 
 

Q.38  During the last 12 months did you purchase (with cash only, not obtain in kind) 
any inputs for this business outside of this village? (that is, you or someone 
associated with this business traveled outside this locality to purchase the 
inputs) 

01 Yes  
02 No  ►Q.44 

 

 

Q.39  Q.40  Q.41  Q.42  Q.43  

In the 12 months 
year, what inputs 
for your business 
did you puchase 
outside of this 
village?  

How many 
months in the 
last 12 months 
did you 
purchase [__] 
outside of the 
village? 
(cash only) 

How many 
times each 
month do you 
purchase *…+ 
outside of the 
village? 

How much do you 
spend each time 
you purchased *…+ 
outside of the 
village? 

Of the purchases you 
made outside of the 
village, did you purchase 
any *…+ in :  
a) a different village 
b) town or city 
c) another country 

What  % of this [__] was 
purchased in:  
a) a different village 
b) town or city 
c) another country 
 

   MALOTI 
If not known, 9999 

 % 

1.   M a) 
b) 
c) 

a) 
b) 
c) 

2.   M a) 
b) 
c) 

a) 
b) 
c) 

3.   M a) 
b) 
c) 

a) 
b) 
c) 

4.   M a) 
b) 
c) 

a) 
b) 
c) 
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Other expenses 
 
 
 

Q.44  Q.45   Q.46  Q.47  Q.48  
Did you spend 
anything on [...] 
for this business 
during the last 12 
months? 
 

How much did you spend for [...] each 
month or in total during the last 12 
months? 
 
 

For how many 
months in the last 12 
months did you have 
this expense? 

Was any part of *…+ 
purchased from an 
individual, business 
or institution in the 
village? 

What % of this 
expense was paid 
to an individual, 
business or 
institution in the 
village? 

 01 = Yes 
02 = No ► Next 
item 

MALOTI  
If not known, mark 
9999;  
If none, mark “00”, 
and ► Next item 

 

01 total►47 
02 month►46 
 
 

 01 = Yes 
02 = No ► Next 
item 

 
% 

1. Electricity   M     
 

2. Telephone (including cell)  M     
 

3. Transport  M     
___ ___ 

4. Rent on your building  M     
___ ___ 

5. Rent on machinery or other 
(specify): 

 M     
___ ___ 

6. Insurance  M     
 

7. Taxes  M     
 

8. License/permits   M     
___ ___ 

77. Other (please specify)  M     
___ ___ 
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Durable Goods 
 
 
 

Q.49  Q.50  Q.51  Q.52  Q.53  Q.54  Q.55  Q.56  
Do you own *…+ 
for use in your 
business? 
 

In what year 
did you 
acquire *…+? 

What is the 
current value of 
*…+? 

How much did you 
pay for ,…- in the 
last 12 months? 

How much did you 
pay for materials for 
the maintenance 
and repair of *…+ n 
the last 12 months? 

Where did you purchase 
supplies for maintaining or 
repairing *…+? 

How much did you pay 
for labor for the 
maintenance or repairs 
of *…+ in the last 12 
months? 

Where did the 
maintenance or 
repairs of *…+ 
take place? 

 01 = Yes 
02 = No ► Next 
item 

 MALOTI  
If not known, 
mark 9999;  
 

MALOTI  
If not known, mark 
9999;  

 

MALOTI  
If not known, mark 
9999;  
 
If 0, ► Q 55 
 

01 in the village 
02 in another village 
03 in town/city 
 

MALOTI  
If not known, mark 
9999;  
 
If 0, ► next item 
 

01 in the village 
02 in another 
village 
03 in town/city 
 

1.  Building/Storefront   M M 
 

M  M  

2. Vehicle   M M 
 

M  M  

3. Machinery (please specify): 
 

  M M M  M  

77. Other (please specify)   M M 
___ ___ 

M  M  

 
 

Q.57  In the last 12 months, did you borrow money to run this business?  01 yes 

02 no ► Q.54 

 

 

Q.58  Q.59  Q.60  Q.61  

From whom did you borrow money for 
your business in the last year?  
01 Family/friends  

02 Micro-lender 

03 Community 

04 Local enterprise 

05 Bank or financial institutions 

06 NGO 

07 Government 

How much money did you borrow from *…+ 
in the last 12 months? 

In the last 12 month, did you repay any 
money to *…+? 
 
 

How much money did you repay *…+ in the 
last 12 months? 

Write code MALOTI  
If not known, mark 9999;  
If none, mark “00”, and ► Next item 

 

O1 yes 
02 no ►Next item 

MALOTI  
If not known, mark 9999;  
If none, mark “00”, and ► Next item 

 

1. M  M 

2. M  M 

3. M  M 
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Now we would like to ask you some questions about your customers and your relationship with them 

Q.62  On an average day in a ‘good’ month (many customers), how many customers 
do you have for this business?  

Number of 
customers 

 

Q.63  On an average day in a ‘bad’ month (not many customers), how many customers 
do you have for this business? 

Number of 
customers 

 

Q.64  Thinking back of the last 12 months, was your business able to earn a good, 
average or poor income during each of the following months? 
 
01 = Good 
02 = Average 
03 = Poor 
 

a) June  

b) May  

c) April  

d) March  

e) February  

f) January  

g) December  

h) November  

i) October  

j) September  

k) August  

l) July  

Q.65  Do your customers ever buy on credit from you? 01 = Yes 
02 = No ► Q.67 

 

Q.66  What % of your customers usually buy on credit? % 
 

___ ___ 
 

Q.67  Do you operate any other business additional to the one 
this interview has focused on? 
 

01 = Yes 
02 = No ► Q.69 

 

Q.68  What kind of business do you also operate?   
 

See business codes on the first page.   

 

 

 

Q.69  Do you ever set up your sales point in a location different 
from your usual/fixed business location? 

01 = Yes  
02 = No ► Erro! Fonte de referência não 
encontrada. 

 

Q.70  Have you ever sold goods/services at any payment point 
(e.g. post office, bank,…) 

01 = Yes  
02 = No 
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Q.71  Would it be possible if we came back in a year and asked you some more 
questions? 

01 Yes  
02 No  ►  End 
Interview 

 

 
Contact information: 

Q.72  Full Name:  
 
 

Q.73  Business 
name: 
 

 
 
 

Q.74  Address: 
 

 
 

Q.75  Cell phone 
number: 

            

 


