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  Market News:   

  

El Nino could bring double whammy for northern croppers 

  

  29 April 2014 Australian Broadcasting Commission   
  Ongoing drought and the forecast of a strong chance of El Nino later this year are expected to reduce winter 

crop plantings in northern New South Wales and southern Queensland. 

Good autumn rainfall has allowed crop farmers in southern states to start sowing winter grains. 

Ron Storey, of Australian Crop Forecasters, says the area planted to crops in southern Australia is expected to 
be about average. 

But he says it will be a different story in northern cropping regions. 

"They are starting off in a very different situation with low subsoil moistures, the prospect of a dry-ish winter, 
because it's a summer rainfall area," he said. 

"Then if you did have the double whammy of another dry year, and particularly a dry spring, that would be 
devastating. 

"So we're tending to forecast slightly lower than average plantings for those regions." 

The weather bureau's latest long-term forecast is showing a greater than 70 per cent chance of an El Nino, 
which brings drier conditions to eastern Australia, developing later this year. 

"I think the weather and the forecast always weighs on farmers' minds," Mr Storey said. 

"It's what drives their fortunes, so certainly predictions of El Nino for that third quarter, for our spring time, 
are a real concern if they were to come true." 

"No El Nino is the same, but in the worst cases we can see yields cut in half and we've seen that happen in the 
past. 

"If it does really bite in that spring period, which is when the plants need the moisture the most, when the days 
get longer and the temperatures are warmer, it really can be quite devastating." 

But despite the looming threat of El Nino, Ron Storey, says for many southern grain farmers it's business as 
usual, as they capitalise on a healthy start to the season. 

"Farmers and croppers are in the business of cropping and if the moisture is there, then they'll go ahead and 
plant." 

AgForce Queensland grains president Wayne Newton says that, for farmers in his state growing winter crops, 
what's more crucial than a possible El Nino later in the year is stored soil moisture they have in the ground 
now. 

"A few weeks ago, before we had a really good soaking rain event, the prospects were very poor, with very 
little stored soil water anywhere. 

"In the last few weeks now, we've had good rain ... that's really changed the position totally. 

  



 

"It's certainly given growers enough confidence and raised their enthusiasm to a point, with the current fairly 
good grain prices, to have a go at actually growing a winter crop this year." 

Brett Hosking, a grain farmer in northern Victoria and president of the VFF's grain group, says farmers in his 
region are more concerned with the rain they are getting now than what they may get in the future. 

"The only reliability we have with long range forecasts is they will get it wrong," he said. 

"Growers don't always put a lot of their decision-making basis on the long range forecast. They tend to deal 
with soil moisture that is in the ground already and falls that are current at the time of sowing. 

"This being a year when we've got a good early break, I think growers will be going into the season fairly 
optimistic." 

    back to top   
  

War-ravaged Syria may face worst wheat harvest in 40 years 

  

  28 April 2014 The Economic Times   

  

  

War and drought have crippled Syria's wheat crop, with some experts now forecasting output of the staple 
food could fall to around a third of pre-war levels, and possibly even below 1 million tonnes for the first time 
in 40 years. 

Agricultural experts, traders and Syrian farmers who talked to Reuters gave crop estimates ranging from one 
million tonnes to 1.7 million at best, a more pessimistic range than that given by the United Nations earlier 
this month. 

Before the war, Syria produced around 3.5 million tonnes of wheat on average, enough to satisfy local 
demand and usually permit substantial exports, thanks in part to irrigation from the Euphrates river that waters 
its vast eastern desert.  

The last time its wheat harvest failed to exceed 1 million tonnes was 1973, although catastrophic droughts 
have pushed the crop close to that level in 1989 and 2008.  

"This year the maximum that Syria will reach in terms of local wheat production will not exceed 1 million 
tonnes," a Middle East-based commodities trade source with knowledge of Syrian grain markets said.  

"One of the main factors limiting production is that it is becoming increasingly difficult to produce it given 
the extent of the war. There is genuine fear on the ground in traditional production areas and the risks are 
high."  

The UN's World Food Programme (WFP) had cited an estimate of 1.7 million to 2 million tonnes for this year 
and said that rainfall relied on for crops in Syria's northwestern region was less than half of the average since 
September.  

"There are a host of factors, starting from the start of ploughing to soil fertilisation to harvesting and transport 
and marketing, and the whole process is disrupted, all is reduced to a minimum level," Hillal Mohammad, a 
UN agricultural expert based in Amman, said.  

Before the war, the Syrian government typically bought around 2.5 million tonnes of wheat each year to 
distribute to bakeries that feed the public subsidised bread, and to bolster its strategic reserve.  

Government purchases of domestic wheat have declined and are expected to fall further as chaos caused by 
civil war and drought hurt the state's ability to secure supplies.  

  



 

Nearly a third of Syrians have either fled the country or are displaced within it, and swathes of territory are in 
the hands of rebels fighting to overthrow President Bashar al-Assad, where the government food distribution 
system has crumbled.  

The agriculture ministry told state media earlier this month that wheat was being grown on 1.2 million 
hectares of land but did not give an estimate of how much would be produced or bought by the government. 
Syria typically planted 1.7 million hectares before the war, according to the US Department of Agriculture.  

Experts doubt the Damascus government's ability to forecast figures accurately, citing the difficulty of gaining 
access to most crop growing areas.  

"It's difficult for agricultural officials in a country where state organs have effectively lost administrative 
control of large swathes of territory in the main grain producing Jazira area to assess the crop sown in these 
areas, let alone estimate production," said an agricultural expert with close knowledge of Syria, who spoke on 
condition he not be identified.  

Agriculture ministry officials declined to comment on the matter when contacted by Reuters.  
Yusef Abu Ahmed, a farmer in Atma, a northern village near the Turkish border, said by telephone that the 
length of wheat stalks was about 20 centimetres compared with 80 centimetres in normal years.  

Some farmers have pumped underground water to compensate for poor rain, but the high cost of diesel has 
limited that choice for others in the western agricultural belt of Idlib, Aleppo and Homs, where wheat 
production is mostly rain-fed.  

    back to top   

  

US wheat group backs extra duties 

  

  27 April 2014 Business World Online   
  A private American wheat industry group has backed the Philippine government’s move to impose 

provisional anti-dumping duties on imported wheat flour from Turkey that has been found to be sold locally at 
unfairly low prices. 

In a statement over the weekend, the US Wheat Associates said: “The policies of the government of Turkey 
are fully responsible for the dumping of Turkish flour in the Philippines, Indonesia, and other South Asian 
nations.” 

“Turkey’s highly protected wheat and flour market and complex inward processing scheme create disruptive 
incentives for the Turkish milling industry to dump flour in export markets regardless of price. The 
Philippines government was correct in investigating PAFMIL’s (Philippine Association of Flour Millers, Inc.) 
claim against Turkish flour dumping. It also correctly found strong justification to protect its flour milling 
industry,” the trade group added. 

“That is why we publicly supported the Philippine Association of Flour Millers, Inc. claim that local flour 
could not compete with Turkish flour being dumped into the market as well as the association’s petition for an 
anti-dumping duty.” 

Last Wednesday, the Agriculture department published an order stating that it had found positive evidence 
that dumping of wheat flour from Turkey occurred throughout 2012. 

Dumping takes place when a product is imported at prices much lower than in the home market and is causing 
injury to the domestic industry. 

 

  



 

“As a consequence thereof, the corresponding provisional anti-dumping duty... will be imposed for a period of 
four months from the effectivity of this order on importation of wheat flour from Turkey,” the Agriculture 
department had said. 

“The anti-dumping petition... will be forwarded to the Tariff Commission for formal investigation to 
determine whether or not there is a need to impose definitive anti-dumping measure,” it added. 

As a result of the preliminary investigation, the department slapped higher tariffs on Turkish flour on top of 
the current 7% regular import duty on flour: 35% tariff on hard flour used for making bread, 39.26% on flour 
used for biscuit bread, and 35.21% on soft flour used for pastries and cookies. 

The new levies take effect upon the issuance of a memorandum by the Bureau of Customs or 15 days after the 
publication of the order. 

The Tariff Commission, for its part, said it has started formally investigating the issue to determine whether 
the provisional anti-dumping duties will be scrapped or extended for five years. 

A preliminary conference is scheduled on May 2 at 9:00 a.m. in the Tariff Commission’s office in Quezon 
City. 

The petition for anti-dumping duties stemmed from a complaint filed by PAFMIL in May last year, claiming 
that Turkish wheat flour was making locally produced flour uncompetitive since it was being sold at prices 
lower than in Turkey. 

Bilateral trade in goods between the Philippines and Turkey reached $150 million last year, with Philippine 
exports amounting to $38.3 million and imports at $112 million, data from the Trade department’s Web site 
showed. 

    back to top   
  

China's corn rejections cost companies $427 million, says industry group 

  

  25 April 2014 Western Producer   

  

China has rejected nearly 1.45 million tonnes of U.S. corn shipments since late last year, according to a U.S. 
grain industry association.  

The National Grain and Feed Association estimates that China's rejection of genetically modified corn has 
cost grain companies $427 million in lost sales and re-routed shipments.  

China began rejecting cargoes in November after detecting Syngenta's unapproved MIR162 strain in incoming 
shipments.  

The industry group, which bases its number on data from exporting companies, says exports of corn and 
related products from the United States to China since January are down 85 percent from the same period last 
year.  

China is the third-largest buyer of U.S. corn and has approved 15 GM corn varieties for import.  

Syngenta's MIR162 has been awaiting approval since an application was submitted in March 2010, al-though 
it has been mixed in with other varieties since China started to import U.S. corn in 2011.  

Rejections of the Syngenta strand have affected the price of corn and soybeans on the global market, resulting 
in hundreds of millions of dollars in losses for farmers, the report says.  

  



 

Grain companies have been frustrated by what they say is an opaque process of approving and rejecting GM 
crop strains in the world's fastest growing corn market.  

Soybean prices have been under pressure after news April 10 that Chinese importers have defaulted on at least 
500,000 tonnes of U.S. and Brazilian soybean cargoes worth around $300 million, the biggest in a decade, as 
buyers struggle to get credit amid losses in processing beans. 

    back to top   

  

Kazakhstan to boost grain exports to Iran, China 

  

  23 April 2014 Agrimoney   

  

  

Kazakhstan will boost grain exports to Iran and China this 2013/14 marketing year as it seeks to diversify 
regions of supply and reduce dependence on Russian and Ukrainian ports, the country's state grain trader said 
on Wednesday. 

Kazakhstan, Central Asia's largest grain producer, exports the bulk of its grain - mainly wheat and wheat flour 
- by rail. Its only port on the Caspian Sea can handle less than 6 percent of its annual grain exports. 

The volume of its supplies by rail to Russia and Ukraine, which are then handled by ports on the Black Sea 
and the Azov Sea, is declining this year, said Nurbek Dayirbekov, head of the state grain trader. 

"Kazakhstan is finding new niches and diversifying its grain (trade) flow," Dayirbekov, head of the Food 
Contract Corporation, told reporters. "That's why we see a decline in exports to the countries of the European 
Union, Turkey..." 

Kazakhstan will boost wheat supplies to Iran to 1.2 million tons in the 2013/14 marketing year, which lasts 
until June 30, he said. The country supplied 345,600 tons of wheat to Iran in the previous year. 

The rise stems from a rebate for transit supplies that Kazakhstan obtained from Turkmenistan and the launch 
of part of a railroad to Turkmenistan last year, Dayirbekov said. He did not say how much Kazakh wheat had 
already been supplied to Iran. 

The Caspian port of Aktau in western Kazakhstan can handle between 500,000 and 600,000 tons of grain 
annually, a large part of which goes to Iran. 

The trader also said it expected Kazakh grain exports to China to more than double to 370,000 tons this year 
and hoped that in the future it would be able to transport its grain via China to countries in Southeast Asia. 

Kazakhstan's exports of grain by rail rose to 7.3 million tons between July 1 and April 20 from 5.7 million in 
the same period of 2012/13, the Agriculture Ministry said in a statement earlier on Wednesday. 

Its grain exports included 2.3 million tons of flour in grain equivalent so far this marketing year, up from 2.0 
million in the same period of the prior crop season, the ministry said. 

The country's 2013/14 exportable grain surplus was raised to 9.5 million tons from the previously expected 
9.0 million tons, Dayirbekov told reporters. 
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CME Group revamps grain daily price limits for more flexibility 
  23 April 2014 Bloomberg   

  

  

CME Group Inc. is overhauling the way it calculates daily price limits for grains and oilseed trading. 

“The new methodology is a more flexible, transparent, and market based” mechanism, the exchange said in a 
report to clients that was posted on the website of the National Grain and Feed Association. “It would allow 
price limits to expand under high prices, but also allow price limits to retract when prices fall.” 

The changes will take place starting May 1, and will mean lower limits for corn and wheat futures, while the 
maximum will climb for soybeans and for animal feed and cooking oil made from the oilseed, the CME said 
in a statement today. The next “reset” day for the limits, which will change twice a year, will be the first 
trading day in November, the exchange said. 

“We are supportive of the change,” Todd Kemp, vice president and treasurer for the Washington-based 
National Grain and Feed Association, said in an e-mailed response to questions. “Intuitively and 
quantitatively, it makes sense to have price limits better correlated with underlying commodity values.” 

The changes were approved by the U.S. Commodity Trading Commission on April 18, the exchange said. 
CME will eliminate price limits for grain and oilseed options. 

The variable limits will be determined by a calculation using settlement prices for July futures in the 45 
trading sessions through April 16, and the November “reset” will be determined in a similar manner against 
post-harvest delivery futures, the exchange said. 

The limit for corn futures will fall to 35 cents a bushel on May 1 from 40 cents currently, CME said. The limit 
for soybeans will expand to $1 a bushel from 70 cents. 
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EU anti dumping measures force Argentina to eliminate taxes on bio-diesel 

  

  22 April 2014 Merco Press   

  

  

Argentine biodiesel exports are expected to plunge as much as 39% this year compared to 2013 due to tariffs 
imposed by the European Union, according to the Argentine industry sources. 

The proposal would eliminate the 22% tax on biodiesel for power generation and the 19% levy on liquid fuels. 
The tax cut would last only as long as Europe's sanctions do, according to the proposal. Apparently the EU 
measure will be enforced during five years. 

“We are in a trade war” Cristina Fernandez said in announcing the measure, which will be sent to Congress in 
the next few days. 

In November 2013 the EU made official the tariff increase to Argentine and Indonesia bio-diesel imports. The 
alleged 'anti-dumping' measure implemented by the EU was formally challenged at the World Trade 
Organization and imposed a levy between 216 and 245 Euros per ton (25%), which in cost terms closed the 
market to the Argentine export. 

Argentina is one of the world's leading producers and exporters of bio-diesel and the EU was its main client, 
with annual sales of 1.5 billion dollars. 

The EU argued that Argentine bio-diesel benefitted from access to the industry's inputs with “artificially low 
prices”. 
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Brazil aims to be major corn supplier to China  

  21 April 2014 China Daily   

  

  

Brazil is poised to someday become a "major supplier" to China's corn market with China's move to allow 
Brazilian corn imports, a trade group executive said. 

"Even though our exportation to China starts at small scale, the trade can grow very rapidly," said Sergio 
Mendes, president of the National Association of Cereal Exporters (ANEC). "It would not be surprising for us 
to become a major supplier to China if we can ship good product." 

China's General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine (AQSIQ) approved 
Brazilian corn exportation to China on March 31. An April 8 statement detailing the conditions for Brazil's 
corn exports said Brazil can send corn produced "anywhere" into China, provided the imports are used only in 
"processing" and not for "planting". 

Sun Hongbo, a researcher on China-Latin American relations at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, said 
Brazil "deeply values agricultural cooperation with China", because the Asian nation is "very important to 
help Brazil achieve export diversification". 

"China's corn market is huge and the demand is rather stable, so Brazil wants to compete with the United 
States in this market. It is very natural," Sun said. 

Zhou Xinyu, an emerging-market researcher at Beijing Foreign Studies University, said allowing Brazil's corn 
will enhance China's food security while ensuring "a stable supply of necessary agricultural products". 

"At the same time, Brazil's competition can also add pressure on US corn exporters to China, which means we 
can get a more appropriate price," Zhou said. 

A bushel of soybeans from Brazil's Paranagua port trades on Brazil's BM&FBOVESPA bourse at 72 real 
($32) while Brazilian corn is less than $13, much lower than US corn exports. 

Although China, the world's second-largest corn producer after the US, is on track to produce 210 million tons 
of the grain this season, it is expected to expand its grain imports to feed its growing middle class. 

In the 2012-13 season, China imported 3 million tons of corn. The amount is expected to rise to 7 million tons 
in the 2013-14 season, according to the US Department of Agriculture. 

Of the five countries that annually export corn to China, the US handles more than 90 percent of the total. 

"The US still controls the whole chain of agricultural production, from seed to storage and transportation," 
Sun said. "Even though the production and sale of these products are mostly completed within developing 
countries, only the US has the power of pricing. It is very unreasonable," he said. 

To gain more freedom in agricultural trading, China and Brazil are working together to develop agricultural 
technology in laboratories jointly built by the countries. China also set a special fund for agricultural 
cooperation with Latin America during former Chinese premier Wen Jiabo's visit to the region. 

"China and Brazil need to reduce the influence of transnational corporations," Sun said. "This is why Brazil 
starts to improve its logistics system of agricultural products from 2012. The independent cooperation within 
developing countries is the best way to protect our interests." 

"There is still a long way to go to reach this goal", Sun said. 
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Corn biofuels worse than gasoline on global warming in short term – study 

  20 April 2014 The Guardian   

  

Biofuels made from the leftovers of harvested corn plants are worse than gasoline for global warming in the 
short term, a new study shows, challenging the Obama administration's conclusions that they are a much 
cleaner oil alternative and will help combat climate change. 

A $500,000 study – paid for by the federal government and released Sunday in the peer-reviewed journal 
Nature Climate Change – concludes that biofuels made with corn residue release 7% more greenhouse gases 
in the early years compared with conventional gasoline. 

While biofuels are better in the long run, the study says they won't meet a standard set in a 2007 energy law to 
qualify as renewable fuel. 

The conclusions deal a blow to proponents of cellulosic biofuels, which have received more than a billion 
dollars in federal support but have struggled to meet volume targets mandated by law. About half of the initial 
market in cellulosics is expected to be derived from corn residue. 

The biofuel industry and administration officials immediately criticised the research as flawed. They said it 
was too simplistic in its analysis of carbon loss from soil, which can vary over a single field, and vastly 
overestimated how much residue farmers actually would remove once the market gets underway. 

"The core analysis depicts an extreme scenario that no responsible farmer or business would ever employ 
because it would ruin both the land and the long-term supply of feedstock. It makes no agronomic or business 
sense," said Jan Koninckx, global business director for biorefineries at DuPont. 

Later this year the company is scheduled to finish a $200m-plus facility in Nevada, Iowa, that will produce 30 
million gallons of cellulosic ethanol using corn residue from nearby farms. An assessment paid for by DuPont 
said that the ethanol it will produce there could be more than 100% better than gasoline in terms of 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

The research published in Nature Climate Change is among the first to attempt to quantify, over 12 corn belt 
states, how much carbon is lost to the atmosphere when the stalks, leaves and cobs that make up residue are 
removed and used to make biofuel, instead of left to naturally replenish the soil with carbon. 

The study found that regardless of how much corn residue is taken off the field, the process contributes to 
global warming. 

"I knew this research would be contentious," said Adam Liska, the lead author and an assistant professor of 
biological systems engineering at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. "I'm amazed it has not come out more 
solidly until now." 

The Environmental Protection Agency's own analysis, which assumed about half of corn residue would be 
removed from fields, found that fuel made from corn residue, also known as stover, would meet the standard 
in the energy law. That standard requires cellulosic biofuels to release 60% less carbon pollution than 
gasoline. 

Cellulosic biofuels that don't meet that threshold could be almost impossible to make and sell. Refiners would 
shun the fuels because they wouldn't meet their legal obligation to use minimum amounts of next-generation 
biofuels. The industry is also seeking to restore a $1 per gallon tax credit that expired late last year. 

An EPA spokeswoman, Liz Purchia, said in a statement that the study "does not provide useful information 
relevant to the life cycle greenhouse gas emissions from corn stover ethanol". 

 

  



 

But an AP investigation last year found that the EPA's analysis of corn-based ethanol failed to predict the 
environmental consequences accurately. 

The departments of Agriculture and Energy have initiated programmes with farmers to make sure residue is 
harvested sustainably. For instance, farmers will not receive any federal assistance for conservation 
programmes if too much corn residue is removed. 

A peer-reviewed study performed at the Energy Department's Argonne National Laboratory in 2012 found 
that biofuels made with corn residue were 95% better than gasoline in greenhouse gas emissions. That study 
assumed some of the residue harvested would replace power produced from coal, reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, but it is unclear whether future biorefineries would do that. 

Liska agrees that using some of the residue to make electricity, or planting cover crops, would reduce carbon 
emissions. But he did not include those in his computer simulation. 

Still, corn residue is likely to be a big source early on for cellulosic biofuels, which have struggled to reach 
commercial scale. Last year, for the fifth time, the EPA proposed reducing the amount required by law. It set a 
target of 17 million gallons for 2014. The law envisioned 1.75 billion gallons being produced this year. 

"The study says it will be very hard to make a biofuel that has a better greenhouse gas impact than gasoline 
using corn residue," which puts it in the same boat as corn-based ethanol, said David Tilman, a professor at 
the University of Minnesota who has done research on biofuels' emissions from farm to tailpipe. 

Tilman said the new study was the best on the issue he had seen so far. 
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Egypt sticks to tough standards for wheat imports 

  

  8 April 2014 Daily News Egypt   

  

  

Egypt is committed to keeping tough specifications on wheat imports, Supply Minister Khaled Hanafy said on 
Tuesday, giving no sign the world’s top wheat importer will bow to lobbying by French exporters for easier 
standards. 

Egypt exerts a strong influence over the global wheat market with its imports of 10m tonnes per year, split 
more or less equally between the state-run General Authority for Supply Commodities (GASC) and private 
importers. 

Egyptian millers who work for GASC, dissatisfied with the moisture content of French wheat, pressured the 
state buyer to tighten its limit on moisture in January, putting France at a disadvantage in GASC’s keenly 
contested tenders. 

Hanafy said last month that Egypt was reviewing its tender specifications in light of rising wheat prices and 
political volatility in Black Sea exporting countries Russia and Ukraine. 

But his latest comments indicated no change was on the cards. 

“The ministry is committed to the standard specifications in wheat imports from abroad, including that the 
moisture content does not exceed 13%,” Hanafy said in a statement after meeting in Cairo with 
representatives from France Export Cereales (FEC), an export lobby group. 

Egypt’s basic moisture limit in its tenders is 13%, but the January revision ended a tolerance of up to 13.5%, 
with penalties for the seller. The average moisture content in the 2013 French wheat harvest was 13.5%. 

 

  



 

Hanafy said he had suggested during the meeting that French companies dry the wheat to reduce the moisture 
content either on farms or at export ports. 

The minister said FEC had agreed to study this proposal. The group could not immediately be reached for 
comment on the meeting. 

French export traders said the market had not expected Egypt to make concessions on the issue this season as 
its annual import campaign draws to an end. 

GASC may consider concessions next season, however, if its supply options are more limited, they said. 

Some traders were sceptical about the minister’s proposal for drying wheat, citing the extra time and costs and 
resulting higher prices. 

“If they want wheat of a certain moisture, then you are much better off buying it at this moisture level,” a 
Dubai-based trader following the Egyptian market said. 

Drying wheat before shipment is already done in France, traders said, but not all ports are equipped, and the 
process would make French wheat less competitive. 

“It’s not simple to manage. You need a lot of time to dry grain, and you have to prepare the appropriate 
upstream logistics, but it’s feasible,” a French trader said. 

Another French trader, however, estimated the additional cost of drying wheat at a modest €1 to €1.5 per 
tonne, depending on where the drying was done. 

Traders said GASC did not redistribute penalties paid by exporters for exceeding the 13% moisture limit, 
which added to the millers’ grievance about French wheat quality. 

“Wheat at 13% moisture content is not a worldwide standard,” the second French trader said. “So this will be 
a constraint for other countries as well as France, which is certainly more penalised because it can go as high 
as 14-14.5%.” 

The main focus for the market at this stage is whether GASC will tender again this season and the prospects 
for French wheat in that sale, traders said. 

Hanafy told reporters on Monday he expected GASC to issue one more international tender before the 
government starts buying wheat from the domestic harvest on 15 April. 
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  Report   
  

Global Food Price Monitor 

  

  April 2014 FAO   
  This short report describes current food prices at world, regional and country level with focusing on 

developing countries. 
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