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  Market News:   

  

India has smallest wheat crop since '08 

  

  29 May 2015 The Herald Business Journal   
  India is probably heading for the smallest wheat harvest in seven years after rains and hail ravaged farms, 

forcing bread and pizza makers to boost imports. 

Production is set to drop as much as 17 percent to 80 million metric tons from a record 95.9 million tons a 
year earlier, said Pravin Dongre, chairman of the India Pulses and Grains Association. That's the lowest since 
2008, official data show. The government estimates output at 90.78 million tons. 

Unseasonal rains have ruined crops and lowered the quality of wheat in the world's largest producer after 
China. That's spurred flour mills to increase imports for blending with local grain as global prices trade near 
the lowest level since 2010. The harvest normally starts in April and ends by June. 

"We're shattered as almost all my wheat, potato and mustard crops were damaged by the untimely rains," said 
Sateesh Kumar, a farmer from Uttar Pradesh state. He harvested 5.2 tons from 11 acres, down from 22 tons 
last year. 

Crops from wheat to rapeseed and vegetables were damaged on about 19 million hectares (47 million acres) 
as rainfall more than double the 50-year average in February and March drenched fields, according to 
government data. The main wheat-producing regions had almost five times the average, data show. That's 
discolored the grain and raised moisture content. 

"What we are hearing from our sources is that there is huge damage to the crops," Dongre said. "In some 
areas, there is no grain at all." 

Mills in southern India, which depend on supplies from growing regions in the north, say imports from 
Australia are cheaper and of better quality. The grain transported from central and northern India to Chennai 
and Coimbatore in the south sells at about 18,500 rupees ($289) a ton, compared with Australian wheat which 
is available for $265 to $270 a ton in bulk at Tuticorin port, according to P. Gunasekaran, president of the 
Tamil Nadu Roller Flour Mills Association. 

Wheat traded in Chicago, which entered a bear market in January, tumbled 23 percent in the past year, more 
than the 4.2 percent decline in Mumbai prices. The contract for delivery in July traded 1.1 percent higher at 
$4.93 a bushel on the Chicago Board of Trade on Thursday. 

"We have to import as the quality of Indian wheat has been affected by the untimely rains," said M.K. 
Dattaraj, managing director of Krishna Flour Mills Bangalore Pvt. Ltd., which processes about 84,000 tons 
annually. "We are blending Australian wheat with Indian varieties to meet specific requirements from 
bakeries and quick-service restaurants." 

Imports may surge to 1 million tons from 45,000 tons a year earlier if purchases from Russia and the Black 
Sea region are allowed, said Faiyaz Hudani, associate vice president at Kotak Commodity Services Ltd. in 
Mumbai. Supplies from that area depend on the government easing phytosanitary requirements, according to 
Dongre. 
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IGC: Worldwide total grain output favourable 
  29 May 2015 Black Sea Grain   

  

  

Despite some market uncertainties in the past month about crop outlooks in certain regions, especially in 
North America, world total grain (wheat and coarse grains) output prospects remained generally favorable, the 
International Grains Council (IGC) said in its Grain Market Report on May 28. 

Amid mostly good weather, upward revisions in the E.U., the CIS, Brazil, North Africa and China boost the 
projection for global production by 21 million tonnes month-on-month (m/m) to 1.968 billion tonnes, only 2% 
short of the previous year's record. 

About half of the increase in supply since last time is absorbed by greater projected use, mainly for feed, with 
consumption now seen marginally higher year-on-year (y/y), at 1.981 billion tonnes. The forecast for 
carryover stocks is lifted to 426 million tonnes, only a small contraction y/y. At 308 million tonnes, grain 
trade is placed 2 million tonnes higher m/m, and only modestly down y/y. 

In the IGC's first projections for 2015-16, world rice output is seen increasing to a record of 482 million 
tonnes on larger outturns in key Asian producers. With food demand expected to boost total consumption to a 
peak of 489 million tonnes, aggregate end-season carryovers are set to contract by 7%, to a six-year low, 
including another steep drop in major exporters' inventories. 

Traded volumes in 2016 are anticipated to be only fractionally below the forecast for the current year as 
competitively priced supplies likely stimulate above-average shipments to Africa and Asia. 

With yields in key producers unlikely to match the current season's exceptional results, world soybean output 
in 2015-16 is projected to fall slightly. Nevertheless, with the anticipated increase in total supplies set to 
exceed that of uptake, world carryovers are seen rising by 9% y/y, to a peak of 52 million tonnes, including an 
increase of more than one-fifth in the major exporters, led by the US. 

Prospects for trade will again be shaped by China's needs, with global volumes expected to expand by around 
4% y/y, to a record of 123 million tonnes. 

World export prices remained weak during May, pressured by prospects for continued ample supplies in the 
year ahead. The IGC Grains and Oilseeds Index (GOI) fell by 4% m/m, including declines for all of the sub-
Indices. 

  

    back to top   

  

El Nino shows global reach with Australia-to-Mexico fallout 

  

  28 May 2015 The Edge Markets   
  A strengthening El Nino will bring a drier winter to Australia's east, while the west is set for a wetter period, 

the country's forecasters said, adding to warnings the pattern may have a global impact from the rice lands of 
the Philippines to the food markets of Mexico. 

The period from June to August is likely to be drier-than- normal in southern and inland Queensland, northern 
and eastern New South Wales and eastern Victoria, the Melbourne-based Bureau of Meteorology said in a 
monthly update on Thursday. Southern Western Australia, the country's top wheat producer, is set for more 
rain than normal, it said. 

An El Nino was declared this month by Australia, and forecasters worldwide are seeking to map the probable 
impact of the pattern that can bake Asia, bring wetter weather to South America and crimp the frequency of 
Atlantic hurricanes. While the strength of the event doesn't always correspond with its impact on Australian 
rainfall, it increases the risk of drought, according to the bureau. This year's El Nino, which is intensifying, is 
the first since 2010. 

  



 

"The El Nino pattern in the tropical Pacific is having a drying influence in the eastern half of the country," the 
bureau said. "Elevated sea-surface temperatures in the Indian Ocean, coupled with warm temperatures in the 
tropical Pacific Ocean, are tending to enhance rainfall in Western Australia." 

El Ninos are caused by periodic warmings of the equatorial Pacific and can roil agricultural markets as 
farmers contend with drought or too much rain. Commodity prices including foodstuffs typically rise in the 
wake of an event, according to a working paper published by the International Monetary Fund in April, which 
examined the impact on 33 countries. 

In the Philippines, timely imports will be important to ease El Nino's effect on rice and agriculture, National 
Economic & Development Authority Deputy Director General Manny Esguerra said at a briefing in Manila on 
Thursday. The effect on growth depends on how prolonged the event is, Esguerra said. 

The Southeast Asian country, which has already reported damage to rice and corn crops from this year's El 
Nino, imports rice as local output falls short of demand. The event may spur a rapid rise in Philippine food 
prices, the IMF said on Tuesday. 

In Australia, grain farmers rely on rain through the winter to boost crop growth. Wheat output may increase 
3.3 percent this season to 24.4 million metric tons, the government forecast in March. The country is the fifth-
biggest exporter. 

Of the 26 El Ninos since 1900, 17 have resulted in widespread drought in Australia, according to the bureau. 
The Australian Bureau of Agricultural & Resource Economics & Sciences is set to update its wheat forecast 
in June. 

The Atlantic hurricane season will be less active than usual this year as the El Nino helps limit storm 
development, U.S. government forecasters said on Wednesday. The season may produce six to 11 named 
storms through Nov. 30 and three to six of those storms may become hurricanes, according to the U.S. 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The El Nino will probably reverse a slide in agricultural prices in Mexico and boost the local inflation rate in 
as little as six months, according to BNP Paribas SA. Vietnam's coffee is at most risk from the pattern due to 
the inconsistent nature of rainfall, according to Commodity Weather Group LLC. 

The Bloomberg Agriculture Subindex, which tracks farm commodities from sugar and coffee to corn and 
wheat, slumped 29 percent in the past year. The gauge is about 62 percent below the record reached in May 
1997. The 1997-1998 El Nino was the strongest on record, according to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 
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Russia considers new proposal for curbs on wheat shipments 

  

  26 May 2015 Bloomberg   

  

Russia proposed new curbs on wheat shipments only 10 days after formally ending a previous levy, saying it 
needs to protect livestock farmers from rising feed costs. 

The tax may apply from July 1, the start of the 2015-16 marketing season, if it's approved by the Cabinet, 
Agriculture Ministry spokeswoman Yekaterina Popova said. It would be at least 1 ruble a metric ton and may 
be higher if contract prices rise above 11,000 rubles ($220) a ton. 

Russian wheat prices should be limited to no more than that level in order to protect the country's animal-
breeding industry, Agriculture Minister Alexander Tkachev said May 15. Prices for next season's crop rose 
2.7 percent to $190 a ton in the week to May 18, according to data from Moscow-based grains carrier ZAO 
Rusagrotrans. 

  



The proposed 11,000-ruble threshold is "a very low level to trigger a tax," said Arkady Zlochevsky, president 
of the Russian Grain Union, a Moscow-based industry lobby group. 

Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev on May 15 ended the previous tax a month-and-a-half earlier than planned 
after the country's inflation slowed, easing concern over soaring bread costs. Speculation that more wheat 
would enter the market after the tax was removed contributed to lower prices, helping to send contracts on the 
Chicago Board of Trade to an almost five-year low earlier this month. 

The tax imposed on Feb. 1 was designed to rein in food prices after the ruble collapsed last year and the 
economy buckled under plunging oil prices and international sanctions over the conflict in Ukraine. It 
followed export duties in 2004 to limit shipments, a jump in the rates in 2008 to brake inflation and an 
outright ban in 2010, when drought caused crop failure, and again called into question the country's reliability 
as a grains supplier. 

Tkachev said May 15 that Russia might re-introduce measures to contain prices should they increase again in 
the domestic market. Export curbs would seek to ensure a balance between the needs of grain producers and 
livestock farmers, he said. 

Every wheat shipment from Feb. 1 had incurred a tax of 15 percent, plus 7.50 euros ($8.23) a ton, causing 
monthly exports to fall by more than half. Originally the tax was intended to run through July 1. 

The new tax may be set at an insignificant level if the ruble maintains its current level to the U.S. dollar, 
Vladimir Petrichenko, director general of Moscow-based market researcher ProZerno, said by phone Monday. 

"If the ruble gets cheaper, the tax would complicate matters for wheat exporters," he said. "They would be 
exposed to that risk." 

Russia's currency traded little changed at 50.1157 to the dollar in Moscow on Monday. 

The ministry's proposal, which was approved by the Economy Ministry, envisages a formula that divides a 
contract price in two and subtracts 5,500 rubles from the result, according to Popova. The remainder would be 
the tax, she said. The proposed formula differs from one put forward by the ministry earlier, as reported on 
May 7 by the Vedomosti newspaper. 
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As planting nears completion, corn crop appears to be in good condition 

  

  26 May 2015 Oklahoma Farm Report   

  

  

Corn farmers have nearly completed plantings for 2015 according to a report released Monday by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. Advancing to 92 percent complete, growers' progress now surpasses the five-year 
average for this time by four points. 

"With planting nearly complete, farmers turn to best management practices and hopefully favorable weather 
to nurture the crop along," said National Corn Growers Association President Chip Bowling. "Despite the 
implications of a swift and successful planting season, a record-setting crop is not guaranteed by any means. 
A long summer still lies ahead and, as in many years, the fate of the crop will largely be decided by 
propitiously timed rains in the middle of the summer." 

Corn emerged also exceeded the average with 74 percent of all acres up by May 24. The five-year average at 
this point is 62 percent. Michigan and Wisconsin both achieved 35 or more points beyond the five-year 
average for maturity, the greatest margin seen last week. 

The report also included the first assessment of the 2015 corn crop quality, with 74 percent of corn acres rated 
either good or excellent. As the crop maturity has progressed more quickly than in previous years, there is not 
data point of comparison available. 

  



 

Soybean planting reached 61 percent complete. That's a gain of 16 points over last week. Progress was six 
points ahead of last year and the five year average. 
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Wheat imports rise in Indonesia as bread tops rice  

  

  21 May 2015 AgWeb   

  

  

For an increasing number of Indonesians, rice and noodles are no longer at the top of the menu. Bread is 
becoming a new food staple. 

A voracious appetite for sandwiches and baked goods like cakes, pastries and donuts has turned the world's 
fourth-most populous nation into the No. 2 importer of wheat. Consumption of the grain has doubled since 
2002, quite a feat for a tropical archipelago that, unlike most other major buyers, grows none. 

Baked goods are often just easier to eat than noodles or cooked rice at home. Their appeal has risen as the 
Indonesian economy more than tripled over a decade, boosting incomes for a middle class willing to pay more 
for fast, convenient meals. Consumption of bread and cakes jumped almost 60 percent in the past four years, 
the Indonesia Bakery Association estimates. Dunkin' Donuts Inc. has shops in more than 17 cities, and Krispy 
Kreme Doughnuts Inc. runs nine outlets in Jakarta alone. 

"Sometimes, we get bored with rice and eating the regular Indonesian dishes," Andy Bachtiar, a 35-year-old 
marketing supervisor, said as he chomped his way through a 70,000 rupiah ($5.30) tuna sandwich for dinner 
with his wife and daughter at Raffel's Sandwich shop near Jakarta. "We both work, so we need easy-to-eat 
food for breakfast or sometimes just for snacks." 

Over the past decade, Indonesia's wheat imports surged 63 percent to a record 7.7 million metric tons this 
year, while consumption jumped 70 percent, far outpacing a 8 percent gain in rice demand that will reach an 
all-time high of 38.6 million tons in 2015, U.S. Department of Agriculture data show. Wheat imports will rise 
to 8.1 million tons next year. Demand has grown more slowly in Egypt, the top buyer, which will import 11.3 
million tons in 2015-2016, the USDA estimates. 

While global wheat inventories are around the highest ever after record harvests in 2014, increased demand 
from Indonesia may benefit the world's top exporters, including the U.S. and Canada, and Australia, 
Indonesia's main supplier. 

"There's still a lot of growth opportunity there," said Jason Craig, general manager marketing and trading at 
CBH Group, Australia's largest grain shipper, in Perth. The company has a 50 percent stake in Interflour 
Group Pte, which operates flour mills in Southeast Asia, including Indonesia. 

The country also imports rice and corn to supplement domestic production, and President Joko Widodo has 
vowed the country will be able to boost output of those grains enough to be self sufficient by 2018. Even if 
he's successful, Widodo won't be able to ease Indonesia's dependence on foreign wheat because the climate 
doesn't suit its cultivation. 

Pawan Kumar, an analyst at Rabobank International in Singapore, said Indonesia may import more than 10 
million tons by 2020. Egypt may buy less as it reforms food subsidies, according to Amy Reynolds, an 
economist at the International Grains Council in London. 

In five years, Indonesia, the Philippines and three other Southeast Asian nations will probably buy a combined 
40 percent more wheat from Australia than now, or 13.2 million tons, said Greg Harvey, chief executive 
officer of Interflour Group. 

Wheat traded in Chicago entered a bear market in January as world stockpiles of grains, excluding rice, 
headed for the highest level since the mid-1980s, according to estimates from the Grains Council. Futures 

  



were down 23 percent in the past year to $5.13 a bushel on Wednesday. 

Sales of bread, cakes and pastries may rise to 688,000 tons in 2019 from 560,400 tons in 2014 and 429,700 
tons in 2009, Euromonitor said in a March report. Consumption of all baked items grew to 1.75 million tons 
in 2014 from 1.1 million in 2010, based on the amount of wheat flour consumed by the industry, said Chris 
Hadijaya, head of the bakery association. 

Indonesians also eat more instant noodles than anyone except South Koreans and Vietnamese, devouring 53 
packets per person last year, according to the World Instant Noodles Association in Tokyo. In China, the 
world's most populous country, demand was 33 packets per person, the data show. 

The noodle industry used 70 percent of the nation's wheat flour last year, while bakeries consumed 20 percent 
and the rest was split between homes and commercial biscuit makers, the USDA's Foreign Agricultural 
Service wrote in an April 1 report. 

Rising demand may boost sales at companies including PT Nippon Indosari Corpindo, the biggest industrial 
producer of bread. The company, which operates 10 factories with a total capacity of 4 million pieces of bread 
a day, is targeting a 20 percent increase in revenue this year from 2014, said Stephen Orlando, a spokesman 
for the Bekasi, Indonesia-based baker. 

That's because the lure of freshly baked bread is growing for more consumers like Ade Maulina, a 34-year-old 
quality control manager at a food seasoning company in Jakarta. 

"I like the smell of freshly baked bread -- that's what sometimes makes me turn into a bakery," Maulina said. 
"I eat bread whenever I don't feel like rice." 
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Fears grow of Chinese clampdown on soaring sorghum imports 

  

  20 May 2015 Oilseed and Grain   

  

  

Concerns are mounting that China is preparing to restrict its soaring sorghum imports as a way to re-direct 
domestic feed buyers to buy down the country's enormous corn inventories. 

Continuing a four-year long climb in volumes, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) forecasts China's 
sorghum imports at 9 million tons in its first global crop report for 2015/2016. Prior to 2011/2012, China had 
never imported more than 84,000 tons of sorghum in a single marketing year, and even though Chinese buyers 
have already contracted shipments to be delivered later this year, the USDA bureau in Beijing warns that the 
surge in imports could alert the government, causing import curbs to be enacted. 

"The Chinese government has begun to pay close attention to the rapid increase in sorghum imports," states 
the bureau. The bureau adds that there are some voices claiming that higher sorghum imports are making it 
more difficult for the government to sell its corn stocks, which are forecast to increase by 9 million tons to 
88.7 million tons, the equivalent to five months' consumption. 

Inspections of sorghum shipments have increased, and the government may be positioning itself to add limits 
to imports, which currently have no imposed quotas. Within the past week, officials in Shenzen reportedly 
detected a fungus that caused grapevine blight in a 49,000 ton U.S. sorghum shipment, while a cargo of 
sorghum from Australia was rejected by Chinese authorities because of one Johnson grass seed, according to 
Darrell Holaday of Country Futures. 

A similar scenario played out last year regarding U.S. corn imports, when Chinese authorities began rejecting 
U.S. corn shipments because of the presence of a genetically modified strain of Syngenta corn not yet 
approved by Beijing. 

Because of the risk associated with the government once again rejecting corn shipments because of a biotech 
trait, many Chinese buyers are sourcing corn from Ukraine or domestically, despite the higher costs and lower 
quality and consistency. As a result of the temporary ban, China's imports of U.S. corn are expected to fall to 

  



103,000 tons for 2014/2015, and 100,000 for 2015/2016. 

Soaring demand from China has driven a doubling of global sorghum imports over the past three years to 10.7 
million tons, while imports for 2015/2016 are expected to reach a 31-year high of 11 million tons, pushing the 
price of sorghum above that for corn. This is good news for sorghum exporting countries such as the U.S. and 
Australia, but new restrictions by the Chinese government could remove this market potential. 
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Wheat farmers ask FG to ban wheat importation 

  

  18 May 2015 Today Nigeria   

  

  

The Wheat Farmers Association of Nigeria (WFAN) in Kano State has called on the incoming administration 
to ban the importation of wheat in the country. 

The state Chairman and Deputy National President of WFAN, Mr Faruk Rabi'u, made the call in an interview 
with the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in Kano on Sunday. 

Rabi'u said the call was necessary in view of the amount of money the Federal Government was spending on 
the importation of the commodity annually. 

"The Federal Government is spending over one trillion naira on the importation of wheat. 

"The government can use less than one quarter of the money to support wheat farmers and boost the 
production of the commodity in the country,'' he said. 

He said that the ban on the importation of wheat was necessary if the government was serious on tackling the 
unemployment challenges, especially among the rural dwellers in the country. 

He stressed the need for the government to assist the association with combine harvesters in addition to 
directing companies to purchase surplus of the commodity from farmers. 

"Our major challenges are lack of combine harvesters and ready market. Once these problems are solved, we 
can feed West Africa countries with the commodity,'' he said. 

He also called on the Federal Government to increase the number of inputs being given to farmers to enable 
more farmers embrace wheat production not only in the state but across the country. 

"More inputs should be provided to our members to encourage them to go into wheat production,'' he added. 
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Egypt buys wheat at cheapest in years, as Russian sales soar 

  

  5 May 2015 Agrimoney   

  

Egypt's Gasc bought wheat at less than $200 a tonne for the first time in at least two years, and was offered a 
plethora of cargos, in what was seen as a sign of ample market supplies – largely from Russia. 

Gasc, the grain authority for the top wheat-importing country, purchased 120,000 tonnes of wheat from 
Romania and Russia at its latest tender. 

The price offered was a low as $194.22 a tonne for the Russian wheat, purchased from Vitol, with the 
understanding that Russia would have dropped its levy of at least E35 ($39) a tonne on its wheat exports by 
then. 

"Without the tax Russian prices in roubles calculate as competitive in export markets," said Khaled Hanafi, 
Egypt's supplies minister. 

  



Indeed, the purchase came as Russia's agriculture ministry proposed ditching the current tariff on May 15, 
although with a willingness to reintroduce a "minimal" duty from the start of 2015-16, in July. 

Some observers have seen the ministry's push for an early lifting of the tariff as a reflection of the 
appointment of Aleksandr Tkachev as agriculture minister two weeks ago. 

The Russian purchase represented the lowest price that Gasc has bought wheat at, excluding freight, in at least 
two years - and even including transport, the total payout for the cargo was equivalent to less than $204 a 
tonne. 

It notably undercut offers from rival origins, including France, by far the top supplier to Gasc in 2015-16, 
from which the cheapest cargo was priced at $206 a tonne, by Cargill, excluding freight. 

In fact, US soft red winter wheat, which Cargill offered at $202.80 a tonne excluding freight, was priced 
cheaper than French supplies, in a sign of the extent to which the decline in Chicago soft red winter wheat 
futures has improved the competitiveness of US supplies. 

Chicago wheat futures for July lost a further 2.2% to stand at $4.62 ¼ a bushel in morning deals on Tuesday, 
taking its losses for the past month nearly to 14%. 

However, Russian export offers are being spurred by the prospect of the ditching of the tariff, and with 
producers seen as more keen to sell given much improved prospects for this year's harvest, after poor autumn 
sowings conditions initially prompted stark warnings of crop losses. 

"The possible removal of the Russian export tariff is keeping the old crop wheat market in the European 
Union and Black Sea under extreme pressure because there is as much as 2m tonnes of wheat sitting in silos 
in Russia waiting to be shipped out," said traders at a major European commodities house, with significant 
interests in Russia. 

"In fact, some of it is already moving to the ports in anticipation of the tariff being lifted," the traders said. 

"Without the export tax, it will be the cheapest wheat available and it is clear that it has to be sold to clear 
storage space for the new harvest. 

An unusually-large 17 cargos of wheat were offered to the Gasc tender, of which nine were of Russian origin. 

At Gasc's previous tender, three weeks ago, the authority was offered 12 cargos, of which three were of 
Russian origin. 

"In effect, [the stepped up Russian selling] is likely to bring harvest pressure on prices in the Black Sea a 
month or two early," the traders said. 

Harvest time typically undermines crop values by bringing a ramp-up in fresh supplies. 
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Data reveals a century of spectacular wheat yields in China 

  

  4 May 2015 Asian Scientist   

  

  

Almost 100 years of data on China's wheat yield improvements have been unearthed for the first time by 
researchers from Northwest Agricultural and Forestry University in China and The University of Western 
Australia (UWA). 

Data on more than 1,850 Chinese wheat varieties from the 1920s to 2014 were collected and analysed to 
better understand the evolution of yield-related traits and to formulate strategies for future breeding. The 
results were published in the journal Field Crops Research. 

  



 

Co-author, Hackett Professor Kadambot Siddique from The UWA Institute of Agriculture said the study on 
the historical development of wheat varieties is a major breakthrough for China's food security. 

"Wheat has been cultivated in China for at least 4,000 years, but formal cross-breeding programs only began 
in 1914. These breeding programs have contributed to China being the largest wheat producer in the world," 
he said. 

"Tremendous progress has been achieved in Chinese wheat production with average yields increasing from 
less than one tonne per hectare in 1945 to five tonnes per hectare in 2013. This is much greater than the global 
level of less than one percent increase per year." 

The wheat growing regions of China are divided into three major agro-ecological production zones: northern 
China winter wheat region, southern China winter wheat region and spring wheat region. The increase in 
wheat yield in China is associated with improved varieties but other factors such as increasing the use of 
fertilizers and supplemental irrigation have also contributed. China produced 126 million tonnes of wheat in 
2014. 

Data was collected from records and breeding reports on more than 1,850 Chinese wheat varieties across the 
three regions and trends in yields were analysed. 

Grain yields for all three regions have steadily increased since the 1920s through an increase in kernel weight 
and number of kernels per spike. Plant height and seeding density also decreased, contributing to an overall 
enhanced yield and efficiency. 

"The results are significant because they clearly indicate there is room to improve. Future increase in yield 
may be achieved through breeding strategies which focus on kernel size and kernel number per spike. 
Advances in production technology and input optimization will also contribute to Chinese wheat production," 
Siddique said. 
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  Report   
 Food Outlook  

  

  

  May 2015 FAO   
  Food Outlook is a biannual publication (May/June and November/December) focusing on developments 

affecting global food and feed markets. The sub-title "Global Market Analysis" reflects this focus on 
developments in international markets, with comprehensive assessments and forecasts on a commodity by 
commodity basis 

  

    

Link to report 
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 The State of Food Insecurity in the World  

  

  

  May 2015 FAO   

http://www.fao.org/economic/connect/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=4828&qid=396242


  This year's annual State of Food Insecurity in the World (SOFI) reviews progress made towards achieving the 
internationally established Millennium Development Goal (MDG 1) and the 1996 World Food Summit 
hunger targets and refl ects on what needs to be done, as we transition to the new post- 2015 Sustainable 
Development Agenda. 

  

    

Link to report 
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  New web-based resource   

  

Food and Agriculture Policy Decision Analysis Tool 

  

  May 2015 FAO   
  Between 2008 and 2011, more than 6000 policy decisions have been gathered and then consolidated on this 

web-based tool which allows for the identification of policy trends and the analysis of policy mixes and policy 
coherence. It also facilitates policy harmonization and informs the policy debate at national, regional and 
global level. 
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  Monthly Information Sources   

 
 

Grain Market Report 

  

  May 2015 IGC    
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Oilcrops Monthly Price and Policy Update 

  

  May 2015 FAO    
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Crop Monitoring in Europe  
  

  May 2015 MARS    
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Market Monitor  
  

  May 2015 AMIS    
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FPMA Bulletin 

  

  May 2015 FAO    
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Commodity Price Data 

  

  May 2015 The World Bank    
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