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Assessment of MRLs for pesticides in tea (Agenda Item 13b)

1. The Committee was informed that the FAO Intergovernmental Group (IGG) on Tea has proposed to change the risk assessment associated with in the establishment of MRLs of pesticides in tea and the analytical methods used to identify the presence of pesticides in tea from the leaf to brew, or to pay equal attention to both, the leaf and brew, to provide correct and direct information to consumers as tea was used to make an infusion in water in most cases. The Committee noted that the rationale for this proposal was presented in CX/PR 11/43/16. 

2. The JMPR Secretariat noted that transfer of residues into tea infusion is already part of risk assessment and information on standard procedure of testing methodology and relevant scientific studies (in particular processing factors) would be welcome. The Secretariat also advised that MRLs are set on tea leaves, not on tea brew as the leaves are the product commonly and internationally traded.

3. Some delegations informed the Committee that tea was an important crop in their countries and they might submit data and information if requested.

Conclusion

4. The Committee emphasized the need for processing studies to refine the dietary risk assessment of tea and supported the comments of the FAO JMPR Secretariat.







� 	CX/PR 11/43/16.
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