
 

EX-ACT Presentations and Trainings 
 

Climate Smart Agricultural EX-ACT Sub-Regional 
Workshops  
 

Three sub-regional workshops were conducted 

since the start of 2012. During the workshops, the 

EX-ACT team provided the participants with an in-

depth training on EX-ACT and well as information 

on Climate Smart Agriculture, the link to Carbon 

Balance Appraisal followed by different economic 

options based on the results of EX-ACT.  

 

 Mauritius 

 

In co-operation with the University of Mauritius, 

the EX-ACT team organized a sub-regional 

workshop in Le Réduit between the 16
th

 and 18
th

 of 

January 2012. Different Ministries from Mauritius, 

Seychelles and Madagascar were present as well as 

the UNDP Office Mauritius and Seychelles, based 

in Port Louis. The workshop covered a vast 

program, including an introduction to the concept 

of CSA as well as mitigation and adaptation 

options. An overview of the impacts of climate 

change on agriculture and food security in 

Mauritius was presented by the University of 

Mauritius. Afterwards, participants had the 

opportunity to train themselves on the use of the 

tool through a hands-on training, and to learn more 

about how to perform economic analysis of low 

carbon projects and policies. The workshop was 

concluded with a debate and feedback on the 

training. 

 
Workshop in Le Reduit, Mauritius 

 

 South Africa 
 

Straight after the workshop in Mauritius, the team 

flew over to Pretoria, South Africa to conduct a 

sub-regional workshop, in co-operation with the 

University of Pretoria – CEEPA (Center for 

Environmental Economics and Policy in Africa). 

The training was organized between 23
rd

 and 25
th

 of 

January. Researchers, Ministries and Farmer 

Unions were present from South Africa, Namibia, 

Malawi and Mozambique. Exciting debates and 

questions occurred, especially during the 

presentation on the Economics of Climate Change 

and how to construct the baseline. The team also 

received informative feedback of how to improve 

and develop EX-ACT.  

 

 
Workshop in Pretoria, South Africa 

 

 Bangladesh 
 

From the 6
th

 to 8
th

 of February the EX-ACT team 

was present in Bogra for the third sub-regional EX-

ACT training since the start of 2012. The three days 

workshop was organized together with the Rural 

Development Academy (RDA), which also hosted 

the participants at the campus. The participants 
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represented Ministries and Researchers from 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal and Myanmar. 

Members from The Asian Development Bank 

(ADB) were equally present. Further collaborative 

work with the ADB will be discussed in more 

details in April, Manila, Philippines.  

 

 
The participants in Bogra, Bangladesh 

Other EX-ACT Trainings and Presentations  
 

 Brazil 

 

On the 5th of March, a four-day training session 

was organized in cooperation with the São Paulo 

State Secretary of the Environment and the World 

Bank. The participants represented different 

departments, e.g. Biodiversity and Natural 

Resources, “Green Ethanol” Program and 

Cetesb/Proclima, of the State Secretary as well as 

delegates of the State Secretary of Agriculture both 

from Rio de Janeiro (Emater, Inea, Rio Rural 

Program) and São Paulo States. Other participants 

included scientists from EMBRAPA, the 

Bioethanol Science and Technology Center, 

Botanic Institute, São Paulo University and two 

NGOs: The Nature Conservancy and Conservation 

International. In total 25 participants attended. 

 

 Sweden 

 

During three weeks in February, 

SIDA (The Swedish International 

Development Cooperation 

Agency) together with the SMHI (Swedish 

Meteorological and Hydrological Institute) 

organized a training on Climate Change – 

Mitigation and Adaptation for the North Korean 

Government. The training is part of SIDAs 

International Training Programs.   

 

The EX-ACT team was asked by the SMHI to hold 

a one-day EX-ACT training for a few of the North 

Korean participants. The training took place on the 

16
th

 of February, in Norrköping, Sweden. There 

were eight Governmental participants from the 

water, energy, agriculture, forestry, health and 

environmental sector present. The training 

consisted of two EX-ACT presentations, i.e. 

background on EX-ACT and how to enter data, 

followed by in-depth exercises. The participants 

also learned how to perform a Carbon Footprint 

analysis based on the EX-ACT results.        

 

 South Africa 

 

On the 20
th

 and the 21th of February, the Southern 

African Regional CAADP Africa Forum took place. 

The forum was organized by the SACAU (Southern 

African Confederation of Agricultural Unions) in 

collaboration with the NEPAD Planning and 

Coordination Agency. The regional forum focused 

on “Climate Financing for small-holder farmers”.  

 

Two members of the EX-ACT team were invited to 

hold three presentations during the forum on (i) 

Climate financing for small-holders; (ii) How to 

harvest soil carbon sequestration benefits from 

farming – Practical use of the EX-ACT tool on 

economic return to farmers and; (iii) present the 

FAO paper on “Identifying opportunities for 

climate smart agriculture investments in Africa”.  

 

 Sweden 

 

The Swedish Forest 

Agency was present 

at the EX-ACT 

training that was held in co-operation with SIANI 

in December 2011. 

 

Interested by the potentials of the EX-ACT tool, the 

Swedish Forestry Board therefore required to have 

a presentation of the tool during the two days 

conference they organized on the 6
th

 and 7
th

 of 

March. The agency received an overview of EX-

ACT, followed by a session with questions and 

discussion on how to apply the tool in a Swedish 

context. The tool generated a lot of interest and 

possible opportunities of application in Sweden.  

 

  



 

EX-ACT website publications  
 

 Using Marginal Abatement Cost Curves 

(MACC) to Realize the Economic 

Appraisal of Climate Smart Agriculture  

 

The final version of this paper is now available. It 

puts forward the use of MAC-curves within the 

AFOLU sector. It especially targets policy planners 

and policy makers.  

 

The first part of these guidelines explains the 

methodology in order to assess the cost-

effectiveness and the mitigation potential of 

technical practices in agriculture. It also underlines 

the limits of the MACC approach. The second part 

looks at a practical MACC analysis example, using 

the EX-ACT tool. The paper can be found on the 

EX-ACT website.  

 

 Is FAO's EX-ACT tool beneficial to the 

private sector? 

 

The policy brief illustrates the potential benefits of 

EX-ACT for private sector. The paper illustrates 

how the tool can support and analyze projects being 

implemented by the private sector in developing 

countries, in terms of corporate social 

responsibility, communication and regarding 

economic and financial analysis. 
 

 
Research on paddy rice at the RDA, Bangladesh 

Upcoming missions, events and papers 
 

 Madagascar 

 

From the 26
th

 to the 30
th

 of March, the EX-ACT 

team will have a national EX-ACT workshop in 

Antananarivo. The expected participants are from 

the University of Antananarivo, different 

Ministries, farmer cooperatives, Development 

Agencies and Research Institutes.  

 

 Sweden  

 

In May, SIANI is organizing a half-day Climate 

Smart Agriculture Seminar more specifically on 

“Carbon in Soils” in Stockholm, Sweden. One of 

the EX-ACT team members will present the tool in 

to context of “Tools for carbon mitigation 

planning”. 

 

 Brazil 

 

There is an upcoming International Green Seminar 

on Environmental goods and Ecosystems related to 

financial compensation in May, Cuiabá, Brazil. The 

tool will be presented during this seminar.  

 

 The Limits and Opportunities of EX-

ACT 

 

An article on the Limits and Opportunities of EX-

ACT is currently under review. The tool has been 

analyzed with the SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, 

Opportunities and Threats) methodology. We will 

keep you updated on the procedure! 

 

 The MICCA Reports  

 

The two MICCA reports from Kenya and Tanzania 

will shortly be published on the MICCA and EX-

ACT website.  

 

 

The FAO-EX-ACT team* supports appraisal of agriculture and forestry projects all over the world,  

please contact us if you are interested. 

*Louis Bockel, Martial Bernoux, Giacomo Branca, Madeleine Jönsson, Rocio Sanz Cortés, Ophélie Touchemoulin 

 

We welcome your questions and feedback; they will help us make this newsletter more useful and enjoyable for you. 

Email: EX-ACT@fao.org                      Website: http://www.fao.org/tc/exact/en/ 
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