
Preparing for H7N9 in Viet Nam  

 Nationwide surveillance for animal diseases by DAH and MARD helps catch 

emerging viruses early 
On 31 March this year, the government of China reported for the first time three cases of human 

infection with a novel influenza A strain (H7N9) in Eastern China. Since then, there have been 135 

laboratory-confirmed human cases with this virus, 44 of whom have died. Reports suggest that about 

70 percent of the human cases had direct or indirect contact with poultry before the onset of 

disease, including live bird market (LBM) visits, transportation, slaughtering and handling poultry.  

The virus has been found in individual birds and in environmental samples at live bird markets in 

areas where human cases have been reported. Since the first official outbreak of H7N9, the virus has 

spread to other provinces.  

Long border  

North Viet Nam shares a long border with China marked by heavy traffic of people and animals, in-

cluding large numbers of poultry. Because this greatly increases the risk of introducing the H7N9 

virus to Viet Nam, an emergency surveillance programme was put in place to monitor a possible 

Influenza A (H7N9) incursion from China, by the Vietnamese Department of Animal Health (DAH) in 

close collaboration with the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO).  

To determine whether the H7N9 virus was present in poultry in Vietnam, 60 markets were selected 

in nine northern provinces (the red dots in the diagram below) and spent hens and breeder chickens 

were tested for the virus on a bi-weekly basis for two months, but none of the 8,700 birds tested 

were H7N9 positive.  

On 3 August, the Chinese province of Guangdong confirmed its first case of H7N9 bird flu in a 51-

year-old woman. The intense surveillance that followed did not find the virus in poultry or LBMs.  

Looking ahead  

The virus is expected to re-emerge in autumn as cold weather in China favours virus survival. Poultry 

production and trade are also expected to increase due to the upcoming Chinese New Year and Tet 

celebrations. H7N9 surveillance in poultry will be conducted in both China, Viet Nam, and other 

higher risk countries in the region later this year based on outcomes of an expert consultation that 

took place at FAO headquarters in September 2013, where the FAO technical cooperation 

programme was launched. Risk Communication, Contingency Planning, and closer collaboration 

between the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD) and the Ministry of Health 

(MoH) are envisioned.  

 

 

 



 


