
F A O  R e p R e s e n t A t i O n  i n  V i e t n A m

FAO FUNDED PROJECT ON STRENGTHENING 
FOOD SAFETY INFORMATION, EDUCATION 
AND COMMUNICATION CAPACITY

DecembeR 2013 - FebRuARy 2014

The Prime Minister has recently approved a project 
entitled “Strengthening food safety information, 
education and communication capacity to assist 
efficient implementation of the Food Safety Law 
and the National Strategy on Food Safety for Period 
2011-2020 with Vision towards 2030” which is 
funded by the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO).
The project will be implemented from 2013 to 
2016 with the Ministry of Health in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development and the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry.
With the total budget of US$ 2.2 million, the 
project aims to enhance food safety awareness 
and knowledge among target groups and to 
change behaviour, customs and practices in 
production, trade, living, eating and drinking in 
order to protect public health and foster economic 
growth.
The project will provide support for the 
Government of Viet Nam in applying a risk-
based approach to food safety communication. 

It will also contribute to raising awareness 
among food consumers and improving ethical 
standards for food producers and traders so 
as to protect public health through capacity 
building, training for professional staff engaged 
in food safety management, and communication 
collaborators at all levels.
At the same time, the project will promote the 
coordination, cooperation, and integration of 
communication about food safety in nutrition, 
agriculture and rural development, community 
education and training, and related programmes 
in order to make efficient use of human resources, 
information and funds when communicating 
messages to each target group. 

TACKLING SHRIMP DISEASE IN VIET NAM
About one million people in Asia earn their living 
from shrimp farming. In Viet Nam, shrimp exports 
pulled in USD 2.4 billion in 2011 - more than one-
sixth of the overall value of shrimp produced in 
Asia that same year. 
So when a disease began affecting shrimp farms, 
particularly in the provinces of the Mekong Delta, 
the country’s key shrimp-producing region, the 
Viet Nam Government turned to the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

(FAO) and other organizations for help.
The disease - acute hepatopancreatic necrosis 
syndrome (AHPNS), commonly known as early 
mortality syndrome (EMS), first surfaced in Asia 
in 2009  and has been causing massive drops 
in shrimp production across the region since 
2010. Black tiger shrimp - or giant tiger prawns 
- and white leg shrimp have both suffered high 
mortality.
A mission to Viet Nam by FAO’s Crisis Management 
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FAO LAUNCHES THE NEW SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION STRATEGY
Interest in South-South Cooperation (SSC) from 
Member Countries is growing every day.  FAO 
strongly promotes SSC at the highest level as an 
efficient and effective means to share development 
solutions for agriculture and food security.
FAO has been facilitating the exchange of 
development solutions among more than 50 
countries, fielding over 1 800 experts since 1996, 
and has recorded impressive results that now need 
to be further shared and scaled up. 
FAO recently launched a Strategy for SSC, which 
emphasizes the organization’s role in facilitating 
SSC as an effective instrument for catalyzing 
agricultural development. The strategy provides 

a framework of reference, strategic direction and 
an approach for implementing SSC across FAO. It 
is forward-looking, with a wider scope and more 
diverse and flexible modalities for SSC than in the 
past. The strategy has the following four inter-
related pillars, briefly described as:

Facilitating the exchange and uptake of 1. 
development solutions at the grassroots level: 
reaching individual farmers and local change 
agents by deploying experts and enabling 
educational and technology exchanges. This is 
achieved through the use of flexible, broad and 
diverse modalities that include: medium- and 
long-term deployment of experts and technicians, 

Centre for Animal Health observed that the 
pattern of disease spread was consistent with a 
disease caused by an infectious agent.
In 2012,  Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MARD) partnered with FAO to 
carry out an emergency project through its 
Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) to 
better understand the disease, improve on-farm 
biosecurity and strengthen the country’s ability 
to deal with similar outbreaks in the future. 
FAO gathered a team of experts from various 
disciplines for an initial workshop to get a better 
handle on EMS and how to approach it. These 
included international experts from Auburn 
University and the University of Arizona in the 
United States, Kasetsart University and Mahidol 
University in Thailand, the University Pertanian 
Malaysia, and the Network of Aquaculture Centres 
in Asia and the Pacific as well as local experts from 
Can Tho University and different institutions and 
provincial agencies such as the Department of 
Animal Health, Department of Fisheries, research 

institutes for aquaculture, and provincial and 
regional animal health offices. 

Reducing the risk of EMS
During a second technical workshop in 2013, the 
TCP project team, representatives from Viet Nam’s 
provincial agencies, the private sector and other 
experts involved in EMS/AHPNS and vibriosis-
related work in China, the Philippines, Malaysia 
and Thailand compared findings and came up 
with a number of risk management measures for 
dealing with EMS/AHPNS.
One way to reduce risk is to ensure that farmers 
are up to speed on good aquaculture and 
biosecurity practices. To this end, the TCP project 
trained over 300 people, including farmers, a 
handful of input suppliers and representatives 
from provincial agencies in the Mekong Delta.
The training covered a wide range of topics, 
including standard shrimp aquaculture practices 
such as proper pond preparation, the maintenance 
of good water quality, the use of high quality feed 
and stocking materials, and proper biosecurity 
such as disease prevention, shrimp health 
management, monitoring and record-keeping.  
The project also supported strengthening 
emergency preparedness guidelines on aquatic 
animal disease outbreaks and developing a 
national aquatic animal health management 
strategy.
Given the importance of shrimp exports to the 
country’s economy, such a strategy will help 
ensure that Vietnamese aquaculture products 
meet international quality and safety standards 
- and potentially boost the country’s standing in 
the international shrimp trade.
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FAO Viet Nam plans to start a new project on 
enhancing capacity for Nationally Appropriate 
Mitigation Actions (NAMA) in integrated food 
and energy systems in Viet Nam in 2014. This 
project will focus on developing low carbon 
pathway options for the agriculture sector 
without compromising the triple bottom 
line (economic, environmental, and social 
sustainability). Additionally, it will find ways 
to up-scale such improved farming practices 
in the nexus of food and energy production.

exchange of short-term technical capacity, training 
and capacity building initiatives, and exchange of 
in-kind support and technological solutions.  
Promoting platforms for knowledge networking 2. 
at the institutional level: strengthening 
organizational capacity through networking 
among institutions, innovation generators, South-
South Cooperation promoters and knowledge 
users.
Providing upstream policy support for South-3. 
South Cooperation: targeting decision makers to 
utilise SSC as an important pathway to achieving 
agricultural development impact.
Fostering an enabling environment for 4. 
effective South-South Cooperation:  enhancing 
technical SSC capacity at FAO Headquarters 
and decentralized offices, mobilizing adequate 
resources, and broadening partnerships and 
strategic alliances.

The Emergency Centre of Transboundary Disease 
Control (ECTAD) FAO was asked to participate 
in and contribute to a ministerial-level meeting 
on the H7N9 national preparedness plan. The 
meeting was chaired by the Minister of Agriculture 
and Rural Development and was attended by 
senior government officials from the Ministries 
of Health, Trade and Industry, Public Security, 
Defense, Transportation, Finance, Planning and 
Investment, and Foreign Affairs. These are some of 
the ministries that have a responsibility to support 
MARD in preventing the incursion of H7N9 into Viet 
Nam and to respond rapidly should the virus enter 
the country.
Addressing workshop participants on behalf of Mr 
Hiroyuki Konuma (Assistant Director General and 

FAO ECTAD VIET NAM CONTRIBUTES TO PREPAREDNESS 
PLAN FOR H7N9 CONTROL AND PREVENTION 
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FAO Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific 
RAP), Dr Subhash Morzaria (Regional Manager, FAO 
ECTAD RAP) stressed that active surveillance and 
transparent reporting of dead birds or birds with 
minor illnesses to local veterinary authorities for 
sampling is of utmost importance to increase the 
likelihood of detecting the presence of H7N9 in Viet 
Nam. Furthermore, the government should organize 
simulation exercises to include central, provincial, 
district and commune-level staff in order to increase 
preparedness, improve risk communication at 
provincial and market levels, and clarify roles and 
responsibilities of stakeholders in case there is a 
need for market closures, cleaning and disinfection.
The National H7N9 Preparedness Plan, which takes 
effect immediately, was approved by the MARD 
Minister on 14 February 2014 and was accompanied 
by a new telegram by the Prime Minister issued on the 
same day entitled “Strengthening prevention of avian 
influenza H7N9 and other highly pathogenic avian 
influenzas which are transmittable to humans”.
With sound experience gained from the fight against 
H5N1 HPAI (Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza), 
FAO Viet Nam has affirmed its commitment to 
work closely with MARD, other ministries and 
international organizations including WHO in 
order to prepare for and respond to this newly 
emerging threat.

UPCOMING EVENT

In order to respond to the increasing number of 
requests from Member Countries and decentralized 
offices on SSC, the South-South Cooperation Team 
(TCSS) stands ready to assist.



Viet Nam’s Prime Minister approved the UN 
Joint Project “UNJP/VIE/051/UNJ”, to support the 
implementation of the National Target Programme 
on New Rural Development (NTP-NRD). MARD is 
the line agency,  while the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) takes the lead role from the UN 
side and coordinates the support provided by five 
other UN agencies, including UNESCO, UNIDO, 
IOM,  and UNV.
UN agencies will join their efforts and expertise to 
support the Government of Viet Nam to implement 
the National Target Programme (NTP) on New 
Rural Development (NRD), looking at improving 
incomes, livelihoods and living standards of rural 
people within the context of Inclusive Equitable, 
and Sustainable GrowthIts goal is “to provide high 
quality technical expertise to the National Target 
Programme on NRD to increase the potential of 
rural Viet Nam and to coordinate the UN system’s 

APPROVAL OF UN JOINT PROGRAMME TO SUPPORT THE NATIONAL 
TARGET PROGRAMME ON NEW RURAL DEVELOPMENT

technical assistance in order to integrate the 
comparative advantage of each agency into the 
NTP through improvement of policy environment 
and capacity to plan and implement Tam Nong 
Resolution”.
The project consists of three main components, 
namely (i) raising knowledge of producers and 
rural residents, (ii) capacity building to develop 
policies, strategies and public investment, and, (iii) 
coordination, monitoring and evaluation within the 
implementation of the NTP-NRD.
The project will be carried out during 4 years, with 
a total budget of US$ 1.39 million.

FAO Representative (FAOR) in Viet Nam Mr Jong-
Ha Bae and staff have recently visited the models of 
floriculture nursery, wild pig and porcupine raising, 
and irrigation canals which were renovated and 
constructed by an earlier FAO project on watershed 
management (two phases, 1995 – 2013),  in Hoanh Bo 
district, Quang Ninh province. 

VISIT MODELS ON WATERSHED MANAGEMENT (1995-
2003) IN HOANH BO DISTRICT, QUANG NINH PROVINCE
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The FAOR attended a courtesy meeting with the 
Vice Chairman of the Hoanh Bo District People’s 
Committee. At the meeting, the Vice Chairman briefed 
the FAO delegation about the outcomes of the project’s 
five main components, namely crops, livestock, 
forestry, irrigation, and credit and savings. Ten years 
of completion, many models such as porcupine and 
wild pig raising, bee-keeping and fruit tree gardening, 
have been sustainably replicated. The Vice Chairman 
emphasized that most local farmers have benefited 
from the project activities. The 12 communes in 
the district are participating in the National Target 
Programme – New Rural Development (NTP-NRD) 
and it is expected that by 2015, nine of them will 
meet all the 19 NTP criteria. The Vice Chairman also 
expressed a willingness to receive further FAO support 
in agriculture and rural development in Hoanh Bo 
district. The FAOR and staff were impressed with 
the project’s achievements and outcomes and the 
sustainability of the project activities.
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