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 JOINT STATEMENT 

 
Viet Nam Government and International Partners Join Forces to Strengthen Prevention and 

Response against Avian influenza A (H7N9) 
 

Hanoi, 06 May 2013 – In response to the emergence of a new strain of avian influenza A(H7N9) in 
China, Viet Nam’s Government has called on international partners to help mobilize resources to ensure 
early detection, prevention and control of the H7N9 virus in order to limit transmission and minimize the 
disease impact in both human and poultry populations in Viet Nam. 
 
Today’s conference, organized within the framework of the Partnership on Avian and Human Influenza 
(PAHI), brings together key international partners and donors to map priority areas for technical and 
financial assistance for Viet Nam’s H7N9 prevention, control and preparedness activities. 
 
“We are taking this situation very seriously,” stated Minister of Health, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nguyen Thi Kim 
Tien and Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Dr Cao Duc Phat. “We’ve learned from past 
experience that animal and human health sectors need to collaborate and take early action to prevent 
the spread of any new disease that threatens the health of people and the animal trade.  It is important 
that we engage the international community at this time so that we have a coordinated approach on 
prevention, surveillance, response and communication to lessen the impact that H7N9 could have on the 
health and economy of Viet Nam as well as the rest of the region.”    
 
As of 04 May 2013, IHR, WHO’s focal contact, has been officially notified of a total of 128 cases of 
influenza A(H7N9) infection in humans, including 27 deaths, 26 patients to be discharged from hospitals 
and 75 others under special care. 
 
Investigations continue in order to identify the exact source of infection, reservoir and mode of 
transmission of the influenza H7N9 virus. There is no evidence of sustained human-to-human 
transmission at this time. To date there have been no recorded cases of influenza A (H7N9) in Viet Nam 
in either humans or poultry populations.  
 
The Ministry of Health has issued directives to all levels of the health system across the country  and has 
enhanced influenza surveillance at border crossings to ensure early detection of initial influenza cases in 
Viet Nam. Viet Nam’s National Influenza Centres in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City are on standby to 
receive samples to definitely diagnose influenza A (H7N9) virus in humans.   

Hospitals and health care workers have been instructed to strengthen infection prevention and control 
measures and to report, and closely monitor, patients with severe respiratory infections. Medical facilities 
have been urged to prepare medications and equipment, and isolation wards in preparation for treating 
potential cases of influenza A( H7N9).  
 
The World Health Organization (WHO), and its partners, have provided support to the Ministry of Health 
for surveillance, laboratory diagnostics and risk communication and continue to share available 
information with Viet Nam’s Government and international agencies, including regular communication 
with the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (US CDC). 
 
Viet Nam’s Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development has heightened control of poultry trade at the 
borders. Jointly, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) have 
analyzed more than 500 poultry samples. These have all tested negative for H7N9 virus. A surveillance 
programme has been put in place in the northern provinces of Vietnam to monitor for H7N9 viruses in 
poultry. At 60 live bird markets and bird gathering places 18,000 diagnostic specimens will be collected 
from poultry. The National Centre of Veterinary Diagnostics in Hanoi will test the samples to identify or 
exclude the influenza virus subtype H7N9. This programme will start in early May and will be extended if 
necessary. 
 
“WHO and FAO strongly support the proactive measures taken by Viet Nam’s Government in response 
to this newly emerging disease threat. While H7N9 has not yet been found in Viet Nam, early detection is 
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the key to disease prevention, control and containment,” Dr Takeshi Kasai, WHO Representative and Dr 
Scott Newman, FAO Senior Technical Coordinator stated jointly. 
 
Viet Nam’s Ministry of Health and Ministry of Agriculture have jointly called on the public to follow 
precautionary measures which include frequent hand washing with soap and water, eating well cooked 
poultry products of known origin and avoiding contact with poultry or surfaces contaminated by poultry 
feces. Information is still limited about the full spectrum of disease that the H7N9 virus might cause. 
Patients infected with H7N9 have had symptoms of acute respiratory infection that might progress 
quickly and severely, and likely leading to mortality. People who develop acute respiratory problems, 
fever, cough and shortness of breath should seek immediate medical attention and apply quarantine 
methods.  
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For more information, please contact: 

MOH 
Email: baocaobtn@gmail.com 
 
MARD 
Email: pahi.secretariat@gmail.com 
 
FAO 
Email: fao-vn@fao.org 
 
WHO  
Email: media.vtn@wpro.who.int 
 
 


