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A Red palm weevil (RPW), Rhynchophorus
ferrugineus (Olivier), Is category-1 peston
date palmsin the Middle -East countries.

A RPW mostly attacks young palm trees under
the age of20years

A In date palms, mostly infestation starts from the At
base; while in other palms infestation starts

from crown region
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Challengesin red palm weevil control

A Weak enforcement of quarantineregulations.

A Early detectiondifficulties of RPW infestation.

A Farming system

A Lack of adequatehuman and financial resources
A Lack of active involvement/training of farmers.
A Lack of structured RPW-IPM program.

A Weak R & D coordination.
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Current measures to control red palm weevil

ARegular inspection and monitoring.
APopulation disruption (pheromone trapping) .
Alnsecticide treatments.

APlant quarantine.

AExtension programs.
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Quarantine Regulations

Awareness to implemenphytosanitory measures.
Insufficient resources toeffectively implementregulations.
Avallability of registered palm nurseries

Traceability (source and subseguent movement) of
transported palmsi tags?.
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Early Detection

Mainly Visual inspection.

Advanced methods ofdetection:
Many, but still under studies

Remote sensing,acoustics thermal imaging, chemical signatures,
laser induced breakdown spectroscopy, near Iinfrared
spectroscopyX-ray, biological and physiological stressmdlcators 177
sniffer dogsetc. |
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Early Detection

Limited number of trained personnelfor visual inspection
Visual inspectionis laborious, hard, and costly.
Badly manageddate farms with growth of offshoots,weedsetc.

Where infestation occurs in the crown (Canary Palm) visual
detectionneedsspecifictraining .

Weak involvement of date palm growers, municipalities etc. in the
periodic visual inspection
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Visual Detection of RPW Infestation

1. Tunnels on trunks and frond petiole 2. Oozmgthlck brown liquid
bases

3. Frasswith fermenting odor 4. WeeV|I and cocoon remains
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Infestation Detection with different optical devices.

Radar 900 ReS|stograph
Assessment Assessment
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