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All the knowledge presently available on the 
RPW can perfectly enable the eradication 
 
The main issue is not the lack of solution but 
the implementation of an efficient organization 
 
The canaray island experience 



September 2005 

December 2005 

First detection of RPW in Canary Islands 



September 2006 
Begin the project for control and  

Eradication of RPW 

One year after pest detection 



Current situation 

In May 2016, the last foci has been declared free of RPW  
  

Canary islands is free 
of RPW 



Program of control and eradication 
of RPW in Canary Islands 
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G.I.S. 



European legislation 
Decision of the comission 25th May 2007 

Spain legislation 
ORDEN APA/94/2006, de 26 de enero  

Canary legislation 

Orden de 29 de octubre de 2007 



Legislative measures can be divided in: 
 

 Reduced dispersion by humans 

 Reduced populations or dispersion by itself  

Legislation 



“La crisis” 

 The economic crisis reduced : 

• The need of palms importation 

• The number of transplants and movements of 
palms from nurseries 

 



IPM 

Cultural practices  

 

 

Visual inspections 

Integrated Pest Management  

Removal of  infested palms 

 

 
 Chemicals treatments 

 

 
Monitoring/ mass trapping 



Areas delimitation 
and registation 



Goals:  

 Early detection of infested 

palms 

Visual inspections IPM 



 

keys:  
Intensive, regular and systematic 
inspections 

Intensive visual inspections IPM 



Visual Inspections  

keys:  
 Around the traps with captures 
 Around infested palms 

IPM 



keys:  
 Qualified and specialized Staff 

Visual Inspections  IPM 



• Guided inspections 
around infested area 

• Inspection by alerts 

IPM 



Goals: 
Guided inspections: Surveillance around 

infested area 

IPM 



Keys:  
 Inspections by alert 

Visual Inspections  IPM 



Main goal:  

Prevent infested palms could infest 
surrounding palm trees 

Removal of infested palms IPM 



Keys:  
Speed : Removal in the first 24h 

Removal of infested palms IPM 



Keys:  
 Strict compliance of Removal 

protocol 

Removal of  infested palms IPM 



Keys:  
 Phytosanitary 
treatments and 
packaging 

IPM 



IPM 



Keys:  
 Preburrial Protocol: Crushing + 
Chemical treatment 

IPM 



Keys:  
 Seal the stump, surveillance of weevils 
on the stump and trap captures 

IPM 



Chemical treatments 

Goal: 
Control of different stages present on the 

palm surpeficial zone 

IPM 



Keys: 
 Low pressure and high 

volume/palm 

Chemical treatments IPM 



Keys: 
 Continuos and systematic 

Chemical treatments IPM 



 
 

Keys: 
Around each traps with captures 

Around each new infested palm detected 

 
 

Chemical treatments IPM 



Traps networks 

Goals: 

Attract adults 
into affected 
areas and avoid 
spread 

Mass trapping 

Monitoring 

Detect new 
infested areas 

IPM 



Red de trampeo 

Keys: 
 weekly catch control and 

maintenance  

Traps networks IPM 





Keys: 
 Micro-dinamic Network of Traps 

Traps networks 

IPM 



Cultural practices 

  
 Pruning of few fronds 
 Pruning of many fronds 

IPM 



Accreditation of companies and worker 
who make pruning or any cultural 

practices with palms 

What is the main goal?  

Make sure that the professionals who practice any 
labour on palms has good knowledge about: 

• The RPW and correct management of Palms 

• Measures and protocols of the order of 29 
October 2007 

 

Capacity 
Building 



Accreditation of companies and worker 
who make pruning or any cultural 

practices with palms 

Capacity 
Building 



 
Movement control of plant 

material 
 

Inspections in nurseries 
 

 

Movement 
control of 

plant 
material 

Authorization  of  
movements and trasplants 



Nurseries control 

 Control of incoming and outgoing palms 
 

 Inventory control 
 

 Visual inspections 
 

 Chemical treatment 
 

 Transit document control 

Movement 
control of 

plant 
material 



Authorization of palms movements 

Permit 

Movement 
control of 

plant 
material 



 The requests for transplants of palms 
located inside the hot spot protection area 

(5km) are denied 

 

 Undertaken by certifiqued companies  

Authorization of transplants 
Movement 
control of 

plant 
material 



Contingency plan 
Risk 

evaluation & 
Contingency 

Plan  



Contingency plan 
Risk 

evaluation & 
Contingency 

Plan  

Keys: 
Resources concentration  
Speedy implementation 
Removalof suspected palms 
Coordination of measures and with all 
involved actors 



www.picudorojocanarias.es 

Spread of 
awareness 



Programme results 
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Required conditions for success  
RPW eradication programme  



Newly RPW introduced areas 

Isolated areas  

Posibility avoid new introductions 

(legislation and it implementation) 

Good plan design and good integration of all 

mesuares 

Budget according to needs 



   G.I.S. 

Cooperation and coordination with every 

public institution (Cabildos, Province, 

Regional and councils afected) y private 

(famers, nurseries,  gardening companies,…) 

Centralised coordination 

Human resources and it management 

(Formation, motivation, procedures 

control, etc…) 



Thank you for your 
attention 

Moisés Fajardo 

Projet Manager: Plan for control and eradication 
of RPW in the Canary islands 

 


