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Background 

o Worldwide, specific agricultural systems and landscapes have been created, shaped and 
maintained by generations of farmers and herders based on diverse natural resources, 
using locally adapted management practices. These traditional and unique agricultural 
systems have resulted in well-balanced agro-ecological systems in marginal or extreme 
ecologies, which could not otherwise have sustainably supported human life and 
agricultural biodiversity at its present level. These systems often reflect rich and globally 
unique agricultural biodiversity, within and between species and at the ecosystem and 
landscape level. Having been founded on ancient agricultural societies, certain of these 
systems are linked to important centres of origin and diversity of domesticated plant 
and animal species, the in situ conservation of which is of great importance and global 
value. The FAO GIAHS Initiative aims to empower smallholder family farming 
communities, indigenous peoples and minority and tribal groups to dynamically 
conserve their traditional agricultural systems and to create an economic stake in the 
conservation of (agricultural) biodiversity so that nature and people can prosper 
together.  

 
o Since the launching of this Global Partnership Initiative in 2002, a wide range of 

development activities has been implemented in more than ten countries supporting 
the dynamic conservation of Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) 
and enhancing the role these systems are playing in the provision of food and livelihood 
security of the poor, the conservation and sustainable use of unique agricultural 
biodiversity, associated biodiversity and landscapes, as well as traditional knowledge 
and cultural diversity.  

 
o At the international level, the GIAHS initiative has been recognized by many Institutions, 

Organizations and Government specific references are made to GIAHS in official United 
Nations documents, including the recent CBD COP10 and other non-UN documents and 
declarations. GIAHS development activities receive funding from the Global 
Environmental Facility (GEF); the Government of Germany (Federal Ministry of Food, 
Agriculture and Consumer Protection (BMELV); International Fund for Agricultural 
Development and collaborates with other UN agencies and other international and 
national partner institutions. 

 

o GIAHS represent a continuation of historic traditions and knowledge that have evolved 
over the centuries. These cultures, settlements, landscapes and habitats have suffered 
dramatically in the wake of industrial and agricultural revolutions and advances in 
science, technology, commerce and communications in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. The few that still survive as flag bearers of earlier traditions are worth 
safeguarding as they are a part of  our world cultural and natural heritage. Agricultural 
heritage landscapes are not only important landmarks of historical value but also 
depend on living and dynamically evolving agricultural communities. These communities 
are the custodians of an institutional, ecological and cultural heritage that provides a 
variety of benefits and services at the local, national and global levels. 

 
o In this context, the International Forum of Globally Important Agricultural Heritage 

Systems: Dialogue Among Agricultural Civilizations will be held from 9 to 13 June 2011 in 
Beijing, China. 



 
Organizers 

The Forum is organized by FAO in partnership with the Institute of Geographic Sciences and 

Natural Resources Research - Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Local governments of the 

GIAHS sites in China. 

 

Objectives 

The main objectives of the Forum are to: 

 Bring together national and local partners, policy-makers, representatives of civil 
society, farming communities, scientists and academes, research institutions and 
intergovernmental and development cooperation agencies to exchange knowledge and 
best practices on evolving agri-cultural systems from different continents and countries 
and to take stock of lessons learned;  

 Provide elements for the preparation of a GIAHS Consortium Document that will upscale 
GIAHS sites, promoting effective partnerships and networking with relevant 
organizations, institutions and related initiatives;  

 Present the newly identified GIAHS and award certificates to their custodians;  

 Prepare the next steps for inclusion of the GIAHS concept in the Rio+20 process for 
sustainable development;  

 Visit China’s agricultural heritage, the Xuanhua Traditional Grape Gardens, an epitome 
of a GIAHS. 

 

Contact Persons 

 

FAO Rome: 

Mr Parviz Koohafkan 

GIAHS Global Coordinator and Director, Land and Water Division 

FAO, Rome, Italy 

Email: Parviz.Koohafkan@fao.org;  

 

National Focal Point Institution, China: 

Prof Min Qingwen 

IGSNRR, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China 
Email: minqw@igsnrr.ac.cn  

 

FAO Representation in China, Beijing Office 

For more details about the Forum, please visit, www.fao.org, or email: GIAHS-
secretariat@fao.org  
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mailto:minqw@igsnrr.ac.cn
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Provisional Agenda 

The three-day Forum will include the presentations of key note speakers on special, best practices and experiences on dynamic conservation 
management of GIAHS, film screenings, project exhibitions, agricultural products fair and a field trip. 

 

 Wednesday, 8 June 2011  

Arrival and Registration 

International and local participants from outside of Beijing arrive in Beijing.  They will be met at the airport, and taken to the hotel. 
Country consultation/meeting will be arranged during the Forum. 
 

Day 1  Thursday, 9 June 2011  

 
Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems are living, evolving system of human communities in an intricate relationship with their territory, 
cultural or agricultural landscape or biophysical and wider social environment. People and their livelihood activities have continually adapted to the 
potentials and constraints of the environment and have shaped the landscape and biological environment to different degrees. This has led to an 
accumulation of experience over generations, an increasing range and depth of their knowledge systems and generally, but not necessarily, a complex 
and diverse range of closely integrated livelihood activities. The memory of agriculture and agricultural civilization is carried by landscapes, genes, 
seeds, plants and animals, by farmers’ knowledge and technologies. These memories are also instilled in the oral traditions of agricultural communities, 
in their languages, arts, rituals, culinary traditions and their unique forms of social organization. All are important to future generations because 
agricultural heritage systems offer solutions to the problems of food security and environmental sustainability. Agricultural heritage systems contain a 
wealth of diverse biological resources, knowledge systems and management techniques that will help ensure food security and enhance the quality of 
life of humanity  in the face of today’s and future challenges such as climate change or variability and globalization.  
 

On the first day of the Forum there will be the opening ceremony and exhibits, and will feature the keynote addresses and presentations on the major 
contribution of agricultural heritage and its components to food security and rural livelihoods; the nature-cultural links to humanities; the social, 
cultural and environmental fundamentals and topics on challenges to redress biodiversity conservation, strategies and approaches to sustainable 
agriculture and rural development. 

Time Theme Presentations (Speakers) 

Morning session 

09:00-10:00 Opening Ceremony  Welcome Remarks and Key Note Addresses 



Film showing: GIAHS Documentary 

 

10:30 – 11:00 

 

GIAHS:  

It’s Our common Heritage 

“Opening of the GIAHS Exhibits”  

11:00  - 11:15 Tea/Coffee Break  

11:15-12.30 Agricultural Heritage 
Systems: past, present, and 
future. A model for 
sustainable development 

Key Note Speaker and Theme Speakers  

12:30-14:00 Lunch  

Afternoon session 

 

An overview of the agricultural heritage systems will be presented during this session by the pilot and participating countries. This will include their 

research and development activities, shared experiences and lessons learned, as well as positive impacts and obstacles encountered in achieving their 

objective of implementing the dynamic conservation of GIAHS. There will be a chance for the participants to have an interactive exchange of 

experiences, their perspectives and  opportunities, as well as to share obstacles and success stories in implementing the GIAHS Initiative. The 

presentations and discussions will aim to identify synergies, local actions and effective implementation mechanisms involved in the dynamic 

conservation of GIAHS. 

14:00-18:00 The indispensable values of 
GIAHS, the basis of food 
security, sustainable 
agriculture and rural 
development).   
Country Presentations 

Speakers: 

Mr Carlos Venegas , Chile 

Mrs Miriam Cerdan, Peru 

Prof Qingwen Min, China 

Mr Noureddine Nasr, North Africa 

Mr Atef Dhahri, Tunisia 

Mr Seddik Saidi, INRA, Morocco 

Mr Fateh Achour, Algeria  



Ifugao Rice Terraces, Philippines 

Maasai Pastoralism, Kenya 

Upland Agrosystem, Tanzania 

 

Discussions 

Day 2 Friday, 10 June 2011 Presentations 

9:00 – 10:30 Agricultural patrimony, 
ecological goods and 
services: opportunities and 
challenges  

 

10:30 – 10:45  Tea/coffee Break  

10:45 – 12:30 The indispensable values of 
GIAHS, the basis of food 
security, sustainable 
agriculture and rural 
development.     
Country Presentations 

Speakers: 

Sado’s Satoyama, Japan 

Noto’s Satoyama and Satoumi, Japan 

Ancient Tank Systems, Sri Lanka 

India’s Tribal Agricultural Heritage Systems, India 

China’s Agricultural Heritage (new sites) 

Turkey and Azerbaijan 

 

Discussions 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch  

Afternoon session 

 

One of the world’s greatest challenges in this century is to achieve global food security (including nutritional well-being), while conserving the planet’s 

biological diversity and biological resources, much of which are now being eroded or have already been lost. Long-term food and nutrition security 



cannot be achieved if pursued at the expense of the natural environment. The only viable course of action must be to co-exist with nature and to 

understand how we may better use biological diversity and other natural resources to feed a growing human population and achieve sustainable 

livelihoods in the context of climatic change and other drivers. Small-scale and family farmers produce the bulk of global food. They represent the 

largest number of stewards of the environment and its services, especially biodiversity. The diversity of these systems, and the creativity and 

knowledge of family farmers and indigenous communities are highly valuable assets for the solving of daunting problems affecting agriculture in the 

twenty-first century. The challenges of sustainable agricultural development and poverty reduction are formidable but there is greater human capacity 

and ingenuity than at any time in our common history. With the right policies, investments and political will to reach into poor communities, the 

formidable challenges of our century will be met. FAO GIAHS, over the past eight years, have raised awareness of the importance of traditional 

agricultural systems in promoting sustainable agricultural development. The objective of the parallel sessions is to facilitate understanding of GIAHS 

and the need for continued awareness-raising and the building of partnerships and alliances and to discuss and provide recommendations on how 

implementation of GIAHS dynamic conservation can be sustained, upscaled and enhanced to contribute to achieving the MDGs targets, Nagoya 

Protocol and provide support to other global development agendas. 

14:00 – 15:45 Understanding GIAHS, 
recognition, resources 
mobilization, building 
partnerships and networking 

Parallel Sessions (Donors, Implementers and Partners) 

Parallel Discussions on: 

 Strengths (and weaknesses) of the GIAHS Initiative based on current progress  

 Innovative partnerships and networking for a strengthened collaboration and emerging 
opportunities in support of a global agenda (e.g. United Nations Decade of Biodiversity, 
MDGs, etc) 

 Sustainability and innovation to raise awareness and support continued GIAHS dynamic 
conservation activities 

 

15:45 -16:00 Tea/Coffee Break  

16:00 – 16:30 

16:30 – 17:30 

 Summary of Outcomes 

Steering Committee Meeting 

Day 3 Saturday, 11 June 2011 Closure 



Morning    

 Wrap up for the Forum 

 Awarding of certificate for GIAHS sites  

 Chinese Agri-Cultural Presentations 

 

Afternoon  Tour in the Cultural and Historic City of Beijing Historic City of Beijing 

Day 4                        Sunday, 12 June 2011     Field Visit to GIAHS site – The Xuanhua Traditional Grape Gardens 

 

The Xuanhua traditional grape garden has over a 1 300 year history of culture and cultivation. Known in ancient times as “the Grape Town”, to this 
day Xuanhua farmers have continuously grown unique varieties of table grapes to nourish the population. The grapes are uniquely oval shaped  
and have an outstanding flavour, they are thin skinned, and the thick pulp is fragrantly sweet. The grapes are high quality and large in size (the 
biggest cluster of grapes weighs over 2 kg). During the Qing Dynasty, the grapes were used as offerings and tributes to the royal family. The grapes 
are also part of traditional cuisine. Approaching the Grape Town, the traditional Xuanhua grape garden provides a magnificent view of funnel-
shaped grape trellises along family backyards. The indigenous design of the funnel-shaped trellises conserves soil and water and protects the grape 
vines from frost and strong wind. The dynamic conservation of these unique varieties of grapes is part of the Xuanhua farmer’s tradition, culture 
and livelihood.  

 

Day 5                        Monday, 13 June 2011     Leaving Beijing 

 

 

 

 


