( _onservation andAc]aPtivc Managcmcnt of
G/oba”y /mPortant Agricultura/ f"/critagc Systcm

conservation and adaptive management of G/oba”y lmPortant

T he programme aims to establish the basis for international recognition, dynamic

ricultural

Hcrftagc 5ystcms ( /AHS) and their agrfcu[tura/ bt’odivcrsitg, know/cdgc
systems, food and livelihood security and cultures t/vrougl';out the world.

I—/critagc for the Future

Worldwide, myriads of agricultural systems and landscapes have been created, shaped and
maintained by generations of farmers, herders and forest peoples, based on diverse natural
resources, using locally adapted management practices. Building on practical knowledge,
experience and culture, these ingenious agri-cultural systems reflect the evolution of humankind,
the diversity of its knowledge, and its profound relationship with nature. These systems have
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Mananara agn'culturc - Madagascar

Madagascar’s lcmg isolation from the nc{ghboring continents has resulted in a um'quc mix of
agn'cu[fural b:’odivcrsftg, many found nowhere else in the world. [ts unspoflcd natural
habitats and hrgh biocffvcrsfty are maintained through their traditional Pracﬁccs
(agroforcstry systems and rice sgstcms).

Wewe irrigation system — Sri Lan’(a

Thc ancient irrigation systems of Sri Lan](a have been Pchcctcc{ through consistent
:’mProvcmcnts and construction over 18600 years. Tl‘)c tank irrigation system blends
Scamlcssly to the nature, which has been maintained carcfu”y through the conservation of

a dr’vcrsc array of"Plants anc{ trees that occupy thc surrounc:lfng ’and.
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Ilcugao Rice | erraces, F[‘JflfPancs
Kice terraces cascadfng down the sloPcs of !rcugao, present a dramatic vista. T")cy

rcPrescnt thc co”cctfvc elclcorts O)C countlcss gcneratfons O)C farmcrs w"ro }'Javc dcvc’oPed an
fngcnfous frrrgation system that has allowed them Farmfng along the contours of the
mountains and c{cvcloP rice varieties that survive at over 1,000 meters.
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Oasfs of the Maghrcb - A{gcn’a, Morocco, T unisia

Thc oases of the Magf’;rcb region are green islands Jqouris}wing in a constraining and harsh
environment. [ Jome to a diversified and hfghlg intensive and Productivc system managcd through
traditional local resource-management. Thcsc ancient systems Proc(ucc a surpr:'sfng van'cty of
date Pa!ms, intertwined with trees and crops, fruits and vcgctab/cs, cereals and foragcs,

medicinal and aromatic Pla nts.

resulted not only in outstanding landscapes,
maintenance and adaptation of globally significant
agricultural biodiversity, resilient ecosystems and
valuable cultural inheritance, but, above all, in the
sustained provision of multiple goods and services,
food and livelihood security and quality of life.

Frogrammc Goa/and Targcts

The overall programme goal is to recognise the
contribution of traditional and family agricultural
systems in poverty reduction, food security and
sustainable natural resources management and
“protect and encourage customary use of
biological resources in accordance with traditional
cultural practices that are compatible with
conservation or sustainable use requirements”,
specifically within agricultural systems. The
programme shall promote “dynamic conservation”
approach that:

e Allows farmers to nurture and adapt the
systems and sustainably use the biodiversity they
have developed, while improving their living
condition;

e Recognises right to food and cultural diversity of
local farmers, community members and
indigenous peoples.

e Crystallizes the need for the approaches that
integrate the in situ conservation of genetic
resources with related traditional knowledge and
adapted technologies, as a way to ensure
continuous co-evolution with a changing
environment and human pressure.

The programme is being implemented for a
5-year period in ten countries, and ultimately, will
expand to a long- term open ended programme
that could encompass 100 to 150 Globally
Important  Agricultural Heritage  Systems
worldwide.

Frogrammc Fartncrs

Kice- ]::'sh system, Chr’na

A\ Chfncsc cfay Platc dat:'ng to the Han Dynasf:y 2000 years ago shows a fish swimming
from its Pond into a rice field. Eco[ogfca! sgmbfosis exists in the rice-fish agrfcu’tural system,
fish not on[y Prow'dc food, fertilizer to rice, rcgu{atcs micro-climatic conditions, eats larvae
and weeds in the flooded fields, rcducfng the cost of labor needed for fertilizer and insect
control.
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Lcmon Garc]cns, !ta{g
Tl‘)c renowned [andscapcs of/f:aly’s costiera sorrentina are a remarkable cxamP’c of human

ingenuity. | emon Pcrgolas, chestnut w:’nc’brcal(s, stone walls and narrow Footpaths have
been built and Prcscrvcd over centuries.

Chf’oé agrfcu,turc, C}'n'lc

Thc Arc"u' clago of Cl'u'loé, in the south of C"lflc, is a rich land in mythology, native
otatoes, H;rcsts and cultures. ]t is one of the few places of the planet where the virgin
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forest still exists, and it is cffstfngufshcd by its exclusive agn’cultura bi'odfvcrsfty conserved

and managcd t"lroug"r fnc{r:gcnous agrfculf:ura’ system.

Waruwaru system, FPeru

Farmers in the hrgh Andes chch d{g trenches around their fields. Water fills the trenches
and is warmed by sunh:ght. thn -tcmpcraf:urcs droP at m:ght, the water gives off warm steam
that serves as frost Protcction for several varieties of Potaf:o - all Ioca”g dcvc[opcd and

conserved. A systcm Pcrfcctcc{ over centuries.

GIAHS programme is a Partnership Initiative of World Summit On Sustainable Development
(WSSD, Johannesburg 2002) with the support of Global Environment Facility (GEF) and in
collaboration with country partners, UNDP, UNESCO, CBD, UNU, IFAD, IUCN, Bioversity

International, bilateral donors, and many others.

Contacts

FAO welcome submissions of GIAHS sites/systems proposal and country/organisational interest.
E-Mail: GIAHS-Secretariat@fao.org; Parviz.koohafkan@fao.org

For more detailed information on GIAHS systems, please visit: http://www.fao.org/sd/giahs



