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Second Session of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee

Geneva, 26-30 January 2009
Comments by Mr. Manzoor Ahmad, Director, FAO Liaison Office/Geneva

On Agenda Item 2 (b) - The Right to Food
Mr./Madame Chairman, on behalf of the FAO, I would like to thank you for inviting us to this important discussion. First of all, I would like to say that:
· FAO welcomes the important work of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee and its decision to give priority to the debate on the Right to Food. In particular we appreciate the Working Paper by Mr. Ziegler. The document raises a number of complex and important issues that are the subject of ongoing analysis by FAO.
· Needless to say, FAO fully affirms its commitment to promote the Right to Food and the collaboration with the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee, as well as the United Nations System as a whole. 

· In fact, since the political commitment made during the World Food Summit in 1996, a lot of work has been undertaken by FAO regarding the Right to Food. One of the milestones was the adoption of the Right to Food Guidelines by the FAO Council in 2004. The guidelines are a practical tool reflecting consensus among FAO members on what needs to be done in all of the most relevant policy areas to promote food security by using human rights based approach.  
· FAO has since then been supporting countries with implementation of the Right to Food and will continue doing so. The Right to Food Forum held at FAO in Rome provided a platform to exchange lessons learnt and experiences with the implementation of the Right to Food at national level and developed useful guidance on future work.  It is planned that stronger emphasis will be given, in the coming years, to integrate the Right to Food and governance issues into food security work. 

· The Right to Food is one of FAO’s priorities. 

· We would like to suggest that the Committee makes specific reference to the Right to Food Guidelines as useful, practical tool to address the numerous challenges that are raised in the report.

· We would have also preferred further stress on coherence of governance of the fight against food insecurity at the international level.

· There is an international Committee on Food Security (CFS) which has been in existence since 1974. The CFS is an intergovernmental mechanism open to all members of the FAO/UN, international agencies, NGOs, civil society and the private sector. This Committee needs to be revitalized to meet the current challenges. It could be reinforced by a “network of high-level experts” building on existing external advisory panels on crops, livestock, fisheries, etc. 

· It should be supported by a “global partnership on food security” building on existing alliances, and which should be inclusive and country based. Such a mechanism would be more effective in responding to crises with the ‘Early Reaction Fund” managed by a committee of Member Nations.

· We also would urge that the Recommendations of the Advisory Committee stress the need for increasing investment for agriculture. From 1980 to 2005, aid to agriculture fell from 8 billion dollars (2004 basis) in 1984 to 3.4 billion dollars in 2004 - a reduction in real terms of 58%. The share of agriculture in Official Development Assistance (ODA) fell from 17% in 1980 to 3% in 2006. Investment in agriculture is the cornerstone of any sustainable solution to the food crisis.

· Mr./Madame Chairman, may I conclude by saying that we believe that the focus should be on removing existing distortions in agricultural policies of developed countries. Early completion of the Doha Round could go a long way towards rectification of these distortions. 

· Thank you, Mr./Madame Chairman.
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