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On behalf of FAO, I would like to thank UNCTAD for organizing this important conference and inviting me to moderate this event. We have two very relevant and eminent experts who will be sharing with us their thoughts of how the world should rethink its food security policy and what new approach should be adopted for this purpose. Before I introduce them and they give us their vision of a new approach, let me say a few words about what rethinking and new approaches have emerged in the wake of the recent food summit hosted by FAO.

This Summit was held in Rome from 16 to 18 November 2009 and was attended by over 60 heads of states and governments, 180 Ministers, the UN Secretary General, Pope Benedict XVI and heads of several UN agencies and other organizations. There was a wide range of views expressed at the Summit, and the Summit Declaration captured a number of areas where there was commonality of views. We do not have time to go through all those points but let me focus on the following three important issues which formed part of the Declaration and which were also emphasized by almost all the speakers. 

· The need to eradicate hunger as soon as possible 

· Reversing the decline in investment in agriculture

· Improving governance of global food issues 

Firstly, regarding the eradication of hunger, the Declaration does not give a specific date (such as the year 2025 proposed by FAO) but it does seek eradication of hunger at the earliest possible date.  There is, however, a reiteration of another important target date of 2015 by which Millennium Development Goal 1 and the 1996 World Food Summit commitments have to be met.  Both commitments seek to reduce the absolute number of chronically hungry people by half. I should add that if the world leaders were keeping track of the commitment they made at the 1996 WFS, the number of hungry people should have been gradually decreasing from the then figure of about 838 million and should be reaching the target of 419 million by 2015.  However, in 2009 the number has probably increased to over one billion. With only five years to go before 2015, it seems highly unlikely that these targets will be achieved. 

Secondly, the world leaders seemed to accept that the root cause of hunger and malnutrition is underinvestment in agriculture in developing countries. Unfortunately investment at the international level as well as the domestic level has been decreasing. For agriculture, ODA’s share dropped from 19 percent in 1980 to around 3.8 per cent by 2004. There has been some increase and now it accounts for about 5 per cent. Similarly at the country level, national public spending - which was almost 10 per cent during the 1970’s - decreased to about 4 per cent by 2004. FAO estimates that eliminating hunger requires 44 billion US dollars of official development assistance per year to be invested in infrastructure, institutions, R&D, extension, natural resource conservation, modern inputs and food safety nets. The G8 countries agreed at their L’Aquila summit to mobilize 20 billion US dollars over the next three years. It is a very positive development but it is not yet sure how much of this is truly additional and whether donors will live up to their commitments. Although this amount looks huge, it is not much in comparative terms if we consider the 365 billion USD of agriculture producer support in OECD countries in 2007, and the global 1,340 billion USD of military expenditure in the same year.  

Notwithstanding the overall lack of investment and commitment, several developing countries have succeeded in substantially reducing the number of hungry people over the last decade. South/South cooperation can play a very important part in defeating hunger.

Finally, with regard to improving governance of global food issues, the Summit agreed to put in place effective and efficient governance. This involves reform of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS). The new CFS will be an inclusive international and intergovernmental platform dealing with food security. It will include, in addition to all Member States of FAO and the United Nations, representatives of international organizations, NGOs, the private sector and civil society. The Committee will be supported by a high-level international network of experts whose advice will increase the scientific legitimacy of its deliberations and ensure that decisions are based on best available evidence. 

Maybe I will have another opportunity to explain these or other related issues later during question and answer session.   
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