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· Thank CMBD for inviting FAO for this dialogue

· Let me first of all say a few words about the recent developments in world agricultural markets. World cereal crops for 2008 and 2009 were the best ever and cereal stocks are at a far more comfortable level than they were a couple of years ago.  

· However, the FAO Food Price Index, a measure of the monthly change in international prices of a food basket composed of cereals, oilseeds, diary, meat and sugar, has been rising since August 2009. In February 2010, the index averaged 169 points. This is about 20 % below since its peak in June 2008 but still the highest since September 2008. Prior to the price spike of 2007/08, the index never exceeded 120 points and most of the time was below 100 points.
· With this high level of prices coupled with the fall out from the economic crisis, during the past three years, hunger has increased everywhere in the world. In 2009, the number of chronically hungry people increased by over 100 million from the previous year to reach one billion. There are currently 31 countries in a state of serious food crisis requiring emergency aid, of which 20 are in Africa. 
· One major reason why the number of chronically hungry people has been rising is the low priority that has been given to agriculture in economic development policies. The share of agriculture (including forestry and fisheries) in Official Development Assistance (ODA) has dropped from 19% in 1980 to about 5% today. That, together with low levels of domestic investments, has translated in a growing underinvestment in agriculture over the past three decades. 
· The lasting solution to this problem is boosting agricultural production and productivity in low-income food-deficit countries, where 90% of the world’s hungry live.  To feed the expected population of 9.1 billion by 2050, food production must rise by 70% in the world and double in the developing countries.
· To eradicate hunger and malnutrition in the world, agriculture in the developing countries need 44 billion US dollars per year of ODA to invest in infrastructure, modern inputs and technologies. Such an effort must be accompanied by a global partnership involving national, international, public, private and voluntary sectors.
· Full participation of private sector and well-functioning markets are essential for sustainable development of agriculture, food, fisheries and forestry sectors. 
· Currently, FAO works with a range of international and national private sector partners. It also actively promotes policies in member countries that foster private investment and private sector growth.
· Let me give you a few examples of partnerships.

· The AGORA (Access to Global Online Research in Agriculture) initiative provides free access to more than 400 key journals in food, nutrition, agriculture. The project brings together bilateral agencies, UN agencies, private foundations and international scientific publishing houses.  
· Since 2003, the FAO Programme on Assistance to School Milk Promotion is partially supported through funds provided by Tetra Pak and DeLaval.

· In 2004, with funding from the Carrefour International Foundation, FAO published a Manual on "Good Practices for the Meat Industry". The manual is a high quality colour publication that aims to implement in a practical way the Codex Alimentarius Code of Practice on Meat Hygiene. 
· The UN Foundation (UNF), established through a donation by Ted Turner, has funded a number of FAO projects since 1999 through its operational branch, the UN Foundation for International Partnerships (UNFIP).

· Other PPP examples include the following:
· BASF - CIMMYT, AATF (African Agriculture Technology Foundation), STRIGA resistant maize

· Merial - ILRI (and others): East Coast fever Vaccine Frontier Research Project

· UNILEVER - ICRAF (and others, Novella Africa partnership): edible oil from Allanblackia for margarine production

· CIMMYT - Syngenta, Pioneer Hi-bred and others: apomixis for maize

· Monsanto - Tamil Nadu university (Papaya ringspot virus, IP donation)
· For establishing partnerships with FAO, an interested party can contact the Private Sector Unit within the Technical Cooperation Department or relevant technical units.  After FAO reviews the proposal, an agreement is signed. All partnerships have to be transparent and supportive of FAO’s general mandate and work programme.

· Finally, let me say a few words about the recent World Summit on Food Security which was organized from 16 to 18 November last year. The key message of this Summit was to have:

· better governance of world food security; 
· greater investment in agriculture and rural development; 
· a redoubling of effort to halve hunger by 2015 and to eradicate it as early as possible; and, finally, 
· a strategy of adaptation and mitigation of the impacts of climate change.
· Already action is being taken on various fronts. The Committee on World Food Security (CFS) is being drastically overhauled and strengthened to serve as a global platform, for the coordination of expertise and action in the fight against hunger.
· With the G-8 commitment to mobilize 20 billion US dollars over three years, various  medium- and long-term agricultural development for the benefit of small farmers in the developing countries are in progress.
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