
Background

Policy is a key component of successful agricultural development and improved food security. 

But how do governments assess if the policies they have implemented, and the funds they have 

allocated to food and agriculture, are having the desired effects? 

In order to get policy right, policy-makers in developing countries require better evidence and tools 

to assess the effect of their policy framework on producers and consumers. Providing support to 

governments and other stakeholders to monitor food and agricultural policies and their effects is 

an important element of FAO’s mandate. Through the Monitoring African Food and Agricultural 

Policies (MAFAP) and Food and Agricultural Policy Decision Analysis (FAPDA) initiatives, FAO 

works with member countries to build robust and sustainable policy mapping and monitoring 

systems. 

Against this background and as part of its mission to promote policy monitoring for better 

decision-making that contributes to enhanced food security and agricultural development, FAO 

is organizing an International Consultation on Policy Monitoring in Developing Countries. 

This consultation will bring together high-level policy-makers from developing countries and 

leading global experts from academia and international organizations to discuss how policy 

monitoring systems can be strengthened in support of developing countries’ economic and social 

development strategies. 
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Objectives of the meeting

Expected Outcomes

The objective of the Consultation is to advance the development of sustainable policy monitoring 

systems in developing countries. Representatives from national governments, regional economic 

communities, development partners, academia, farmers’ organizations as well as other 

stakeholders will exchange knowledge and opinions around the following questions: 

• Why is it important to monitor food and agricultural policies?

• What policy monitoring tools can be used, and what are the experiences with policy monitoring

in developing countries so far?

• How can policy dialogue between the government and other agricultural stakeholders become

more evidence-based?

• How can policy monitoring help create a more conducive environment for private sector

investment?

• How can the international community support efforts to strengthen policy monitoring in

developing countries?

• And ultimately, how can governments turn evidence into policy change?

These questions will be dealt with in a programme that is centered around four dimensions: (i) Policy 

monitoring and its relevance in a global context, (ii) From evidence to action: policy monitoring for 

better decision-making at national level, (iii) Policy monitoring in regional perspective: generating 

information for dialogue; and (iv) Development partners’ support to evidence-based policy-making 

in developing countries.

The Consultation is expected to generate the following outcomes: 

• Increased understanding among policy-makers, policy analysts and development partners

about the importance of policy monitoring and instruments currently available

• Expressed interest and commitment from national and regional policy-makers to advance the

development of policy monitoring systems in their countries and/or regions

• Confirmation from the international development community of technical and financial support

for policy monitoring in developing countries and regions



TIME TOPIC Speaker/Panelist

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME

8:30 - 9:00 Registration

9:00 - 9:10 Opening and Welcome Remarks •	 Daniel	Gustafson,	Deputy	Director	General	(Operations),	FAO

9:10 - 9:20 Overview of Agenda and Consultation Objectives •	Günter	Hemrich,	Senior	Strategy	and	Planning	Officer,	FAO

9:20 - 9:30 Making Policy Count: Video introduction to Policy Monitoring

DIMENSION ONE

Why is it important to monitor food and agricultural policies?

9:30 - 10:10 Keynote Addresses

The relevance of policy monitoring in past, present and future 

•	 Prof.	Tim	Josling,	Stanford	University

•	 Prof.	Alberto	Valdés,	Pontificia	Universidad	Católica	de	Chile

10:10 - 10:40 Plenary Discussion

10:40 - 11:00 Coffee Break

DIMENSION TWO

From evidence to action: policy monitoring for better decision-making in developing countries

11:00 - 11:45 Panel Discussion

•	Moderated by Her Excellency Mary Sibusisiwe Mubi, Ambassador, Permanent 

Representative of the Republic of Zimbabwe to FAO

•	 Yamungu	Kayandabila,	Deputy	Permanent	Secretary,	Ministry	of	Agriculture,	

Tanzania	

•	 Naser	Farid,	Director	General	Food	Planning	and	Monitoring,	Ministry	of	Food,	

Bangladesh	

•	 Anne	Onyango,	Agriculture	Secretary	in	the	State	Department	of	Agriculture,	

Kenya

•	 Richard	Guissou,	Director	of	Forecasting	and	Planning,	Ministry	of	Agriculture	

and	Food	Security,	Burkina	Faso	

11:45 - 12:15 Plenary Discussion

OPEN PARALLEL SESSION

12:15 - 12:45 Official launch of two key reports from FAO’s policy monitoring initiatives

•	 Monitoring	and	analysing	food	and	agricultural	policies	in	Africa	–	Synthesis	

report	2013	(MAFAP)

•	 Food	and	agriculture	policy	decisions:	Trends,	emerging	 issues	and	policy	

alignments	since	the	2007/08	food	security	crisis

•	 Presentation:	Jean	Balié,	Senior	Economist,	FAO

•	 Presentation:	Mulat	Demeke,	Economist,	FAO

12:45 Lunch
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TIME TOPIC Speaker/Panelist

DIMENSION THREE

Policy monitoring on a regional level: creating a common base for dialogue

14:15 - 15:05 Panel Discussion

•	 Moderated	by	Kostas	Stamoulis,	Director,	Agricultural	Development	Economics	

Division,	FAO

•	 Haladou	Salah,	Senior	Technical	Adviser,	New	Partnership	for	Africa’s	Development

•	 Carmel	Cahill,	Senior	Counsellor,	Organisation	for	Economic	Co-operation	and	

Development

•	 Lapodini	Marc	Atouga,	Commissioner	for	Agriculture,	Environment	and	Water	

Resources,	Economic	Community	of	West	African	States

•	 Prof.	Kunio	Tsubota,	Meiji	University,	Japan

•	 Mainza	Mugoya,	Program	Officer,	Eastern	Africa	Farmers’	Federation

15:05 - 15:30 Plenary Discussion

15:30 - 15:50 Coffee Break

DIMENSION FOUR

Developing policy monitoring capacity in developing countries: what role for the international community?

15:50 - 16:35 Panel Discussion

•	 Moderated	by	Eugenia	Serova,	Director,	Rural	Infrastructure	and	Agro-Industries	

Division,	FAO

•	 David	Hegwood,	Senior	Food	Security	Advisor,	USAID

•	 Edward	Heinemann,	Senior	Policy	Advisor,	International	Fund	for	Agricultural	

Development

•	 Carmen	Fernandez	Diez,	Economist,	Inter-American	Development	Bank	

•	 Maria	Paris-Ketting,	Head	of	Sector,	Directorate	General	for	Development	and	

Cooperation,	European	Commission

•	 Adam	Bell,	Economic	Adviser,	UK	Department	for	Environment,	Food	and	Rural	

Affairs	

16:35 - 17:00 Plenary Discussion

CONCLUSIONS AND CLOSURE

17:00 - 17:20 Conclusions and Way Forward •	 Prof.	Tim	Josling,	Stanford	University

17:20 - 17:30 Closing Remarks •	 Kostas	Stamoulis,	Director,	Agricultural	Development	Economics	Division,	FAO

17:30 - 19:00 Cocktail
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