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Participants: 
 

N° Name Affiliation Country 
1 Sorka Copa Romero Bolivia Bolivia 

2 Orlando Fausto Paredes Valenzuela Ecuador Ecuador 

3 Luis Delgado Hurtado Yachay Wasi Peru 

4 Redjem Khodja Abderrahmane  Algeria Algeria 

5 Titamongu Ruth Leyuga 
 

Foundation for Environment and Development  Cameroon 

6 Louis Pascal Camara Guinea Guinea 

7 Aitkul Burkhanov 
 

Association of Forest and Land Users of 
Kyrgyzstan 

Kyrgyz Republic 

8 Ledy Nohemy Trujillo Ortiz Colombia Colombia 

9 Antonio Ciaschi Ev-K2-CNR Committee  Italy 

10 Ivan Andres Favereau Urquiza Chile Chile 

11 Svetlana A. Jumaeva Centre for Climate Change and Disaster 
Reduction 

Tajikistan 

12 Aida Gareeva CAMP Alatoo Kyrgyz Republic 

13 Kalyan Kumar Paul Pan Himalayan Grassroots Development 
Foundation 

india 

14 Gonzalo Fernando Llosa Talavera Peru, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores Peru 

15 Merab Sharabidze Georgia Georgia 

16 Lermis Alexander Lara Perdomo Venezuela Venezuela 

17 Jabran Reklaoui Morocco Morocco 

18 Özgür Alaçam OGM Turkey 

19 Achyut Kumar Luitel Practical Action South Asia Regional Office Nepal 

20 Abdulwahid Mohammed Hameed Al-
Hamdi 

Yemen, Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation Yemen 

21 Moses H. Duku Ghana, Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research 

Ghana 

22 Agiro Gabriel Okot SORAINE Uganda Uganda 

 



The WG discussed four topics according to the bullet points stated in the Governance and Strategy document. Only 

the point d. related to engaging youth in forums and trainings on how to communicate, write approach negotiators 

and network with regard to SMD was not discussed due to a lack of time. 

Additional points were also discussed, in particular regarding the creation of databases, a topic which came back 

several times during the course of the discussions.  

Specifically, the topic discussed can be summarized as following: 

a. Promote the development of curricula on SMD 

Discussion points 

Participants agreed on the fact that influencing curricula is a very difficult task as education programs are often 

country specific. In some situation, they can also be the core of nationalist policies thus even more difficult to 

influence from outside. From this statement, discussions moved towards the development at the MP level of a 

broad international document on mountain specificities, to be further worked out and adapted by MP members to 

their own country specificities before being handed to policy makers (ministry of education or other public 

organization in charge). The methodology and timing proposed to achieve this output are specified the next 

section 3.  

Discussions also focused on the fact that new curricula should encourage the development of new tools and media 

to follow the evolutions of technologies. For instance, a special attention should be paid to develop games – 

including computer games – and interactive tools for discussion such as environmental clubs, participants said. 

Decision made 

It was decided to adopt a step by step strategy with short and long-term objectives. 

Short term objective (2014-2015): A taskforce should be established, 10 members from the 6 regions and from 

governmental and non-governmental organizations. Be in charge of (1) creating a data base of existing educational 

materials targeted at mountain areas and (2) create simple guidelines including all specific aspects of mountain 

areas to be disseminated among member countries.  

Longer-term objective (2016-2017): Regional taskforces are set up to adapt the guidelines to regional specific 

contexts, to local languages and terminology. From the outcomes of these working groups, MP members would 

further work with their respective governments to include some of the guidelines’ content into national school and 

university curricula. 

7 candidates were identified for the international taskforce: 

1 Kalyan Kumar Paul Pan Himalayan Grassroots Development Foundation india 

2 Svetlana A. Jumaeva Centre for Climate Change and Disaster Reduction Tajikistan 

3 Titamongu Ruth Leyuga Foundation for Environment and Development  Cameroon 

4 Özgür Alaçam OGM Turkey 

5 Agiro Gabriel Okot SORAINE Uganda Uganda 

6 Martin Price Center for Mountain Studies UK 

7 Jabran Reklaoui Morocco Morocco 



Expected support from the MPS 

Participants requested from the MPS to coordinate the work of the taskforce, support the development of a 

format and design for the guidelines and support the printing of the document. 

Some participants mentioned that another helpful support from the MPS would be to hire one/a few experts 

specialist on curricula development in order to work together with the taskforce members and support them in 

developing the guidelines. 

Follow-up actions 

The taskforce should be completed with additional members to reach the number of participants expected. It 

should further initiate a dialogue with the MPS to discuss the possible level of support from the secretariat to the 

group. 

b. MP members capacity building on SMD 

Discussion points 

Participants acknowledged the international IPROMO course as a relevant and interesting format to exchange 

experience. However the single language (English) of the course was identified as a major weakness.  

Participants further discussed existing opportunities to develop courses on the same format in other regions of the 

world. Details of the decision made by the group can be found in the next section. 

It was also agreed that these programs should be designed as Trainings for Trainers (ToT) in order to be enough 

technical and to give participants practical knowledge they can directly use in their projects with communities, 

with policy makers, etc. 

Decision made 

Participants suggested developing region specific IPROMO-type courses with the following timing: in 2014, for 

each region one MP member commits to lead the design of such program. These leading organizations will take 

stock of main needs at the regional level and elaborate a program for the course. The program will be shared with 

the secretariat and among members for comments.  

Out of 6 regions, one leading organization was identified for the European region: 

- Turkey (proposed by Özgür Alaçam, OGM) 

 

Expected support from the MPS 

The Secretariat is expected to provide comments on the programs developed at the regional level by leading MP 

members, and further to help identifying donors to provide in-kind or financial contributions to the course.  



Follow-up actions 

A leading MP member should be identified in each of the 5 remaining regions (since Turkey accepted to lead for 

Europe). 

c. Engaging the media 

Decision made 

The Governance and Strategy document states that education campaign should be organized for journalists. 

Although the document was accepted by members, participants of the working group suggest rephrasing the 

sentence and use “awareness raising” or “information” instead of “education”.  

Most of the discussions concerned the reasons why journalists do not pay enough attention to mountain related 

issues/activities. Participants agreed on the fact that journalists are often knowledgeable and it is therefore wrong 

to think that giving them more mountain related knowledge would radically change this situation. It was suggested 

that that journalists are only interested in topics that are likely to attract a large audience, and they do not 

consider mountain issues to be attractive for the public. Therefore, participants came to the conclusion that rather 

than training journalists only on mountain specificities, awareness raising should focus on the fact that the public is 

actually interested into mountain issues, which make it an interesting and beneficial topic to consider.  

As a conclusion, media would surely be more engaged in covering mountain related events if they were included 

from the beginning in project design and activities together with other stakeholders, thus not only reporting from 

the outside, participant said. 

Discussion points  

No specific timeline was discussed. Participants at the working group committed to engage media in their projects 

and events from the very initial stage and organize their activities in such a way that journalists understand the 

interest of the audience towards mountains. 

Expected support from the MPS 

On this topic, participants expect the MPS to help in creating a kit for members that would gather experiences of 

successful media engagement and give general directions on how to interact with media. 

 

 

Follow-up actions 

No specific action except sharing with other MP members the commitment taken by participants of the group 

towards engaging better media in their mountain related activities. 



d. Technology transfer 

Discussion points  

Participant agreed on a lack of global database on existing technologies across different regions of the World. They 

discussed the best ways to exchange technologies and agreed on the fact that a database hosted by the MPS 

would be an efficient tool. 

It was also mentioned that such database would contain a large number of information, making it difficult to 

identify and choose the most relevant ones. It was therefore proposed to select one specific topic every year on 

which MP members would exchange in priority. 

Decision made 

To create the proposed database, each member should fill-in a questionnaire including (1) needs for technology 

transfer and (2) available technologies to be shared for their countries. All information would be gathered by the 

MPS and uploaded online with open access to all members. As there are already existing database (WOCAT, 

ICIMOD, Mountain forum, etc.) participants agreed that instead of creating a new tool, the database should be 

linked with other similar initiatives. Tentatively, information should be gathered in 2014 and the online tool 

developed in 2015. 

Expected support from the MPS 

Following support is expected from the secretariat in 2014: 

- To create a questionnaire on needs and availability of technologies and disseminate it among members; 

In 2015: 

- To gather all information from MP members in a single database; 

- To coordinate with other existing database; 

- To create an online database accessible to all members; 

e. Cross cutting topic 
 

During the course of the discussions, several participants underlined their wish to share better some specific data 

collected in different mountain areas of the World. In particular, it was emphasized that as mountain are sensitive 

to climate change and natural hazards, a stronger scientific basis is necessary to better mitigate the impacts of 

extreme climatic events and to adapt more efficiently to climate change. Although it is a challenging project, 

participants suggested to develop an international database at the MP level in which would be shared data related 

to the climate, to ecosystems, water resources, socio-economic information, etc. from different mountain regions 

of the World. These data, available in free access, would ease the development of global models and catalyze the 

exchange of very specific information among members. 



To conclude, participants found a lot of similarities between our group and the knowledge management and 

communication group, in particular regarding information exchange between members. They suggest to the 

secretariat to establish bridges between both groups to avoid parallel efforts (such joint effort was proposed by 

the rapporteur of the knowledge management and communication group at the plenary session, concerning the 

development of joint taskforces instead of separate ones). 


