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Executive summary  
 
On 11-13 December 2017, over 200 representatives of governments, intergovernmental 

organizations and nongovernmental organizations expressed their interest in and commitment to 

sustainable mountain development by participating in the fifth Global Meeting of the Mountain 

Partnership at the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) headquarters 

in Rome, Italy. Under the theme “Mountains under pressure: climate, hunger, migration”, the 

Global Meeting launched the Framework for Action for implementing the 2030 Agenda for 

Mountains, a concrete road map for putting in place long-lasting processes and establishing 

policies that strengthen the resilience of mountain peoples and environments. 

 

Jointly organized by the Mountain Partnership Secretariat, FAO and the Government of Italy, the 

Global Meeting opened on 11 December, the date of International Mountain Day, with a political 

segment, and was followed by two days of technical discussion. 

 

The Global Meeting highlights and key outcomes were the following: 

 The founding members of the Mountain Partnership, including FAO, the governments of 

Italy and Switzerland, and the United Nations Environment Programme (UN 

Environment), stressed the role of mountains in achieving sustainable development and 

emphasized the role of the Mountain Partnership as the sole global mechanism for 

mountains.  

 The Framework for Action was launched at the start of the meeting and endorsed by the 

governments and civil society. Mountain Partnership members considered the challenges 

and responses of the Framework for Action and its alignment with the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development.  

 Italy – who led the drafting and approval process of the Framework for Action – 

committed to fund its implementation by providing earmarked funds to the Mountain 

Partnership Secretariat. 

 Mountain Partnership members expressed their commitment to the mountain agenda and 

reiterated their appreciation for the Mountain Partnership.  

 The proposal of strengthening cooperation with the Global Island Partnership (GLISPA) 

and creating a united front as “fragile ecosystems” was endorsed, and Italy committed to 

provide initial funding.  

 Petteri Taalas, Secretary-General, World Meteorological Organization, gave a keynote 

speech highlighting the main pressures on mountains due to climate change, such as 

water shortages and severe floods with a resulting loss of economic opportunities. 

 The Government of Kyrgyzstan, the Secretariat of the Global Snow Leopard and 

Ecosystem Protection Program, the Aga Khan Development Network, GLISPA and the 

Carpathian Convention showcased practical approaches towards making the Framework 

for Action work. 

 Amendments to the Mountain Partnership Governance Paper were discussed and 

endorsed. Mountain Partnership members identified work priorities for the next four 

years, organized around the Mountain Partnership’s functions of advocacy, capacity 

development, joint action and communication.  
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 A new Steering Committee for the period 2018-2021 was elected, with Italy as the Chair 

of the Steering Committee and UN Environment and the Karnali Integrated Rural 

Development and Research Centre as Vice Chairs. 

 Six side events and a “speed geeking” session were held at the margins of the Global 

Meeting, as well as three exhibitions in the FAO Atrium. 

 The Global Meeting was followed by two two-day workshops at FAO, on the Mountain 

Green Cover Index and on ecosystem-based adaptation, with broad attendance by 

participants of the Global Meeting. The former workshop was facilitated by FAO and the 

Mountain Partnership Secretariat. The ecosystem-based adaptation workshop was 

organized by The Mountain Institute with support from GIZ.  

 Approximately 216 participants (excluding FAO and Mountain Partnership Secretariat 

staff) from 59 countries attended the Global Meeting. Of those participants, 36 percent 

were country representatives, 5 percent were representative of UN and specialized 

agencies, and 59 percent were representatives of NGOs. 

 

The momentum generated by the Global Meeting will be a driving force as members set out to 

tackle the priorities and main areas of work identified. The Mountain Partnership will build an 

alliance with GLISPA on fragile ecosystems, establish a multi-donor small grants facility, 

connect with other global initiatives, create and share knowledge on emerging issues, and form a 

political alliance of members through the Framework for Action. 
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Introduction 
The fifth Global Meeting of the Mountain Partnership took place at the Food and Agriculture of 

the United Nations (FAO) headquarters in Rome, Italy, on 11-13 December 2017, under the 

theme “Mountains under pressure: climate, hunger, migration”, and marking the 15th 

anniversary of the Mountain Partnership. On 11 December, International Mountain Day was 

celebrated with a high-level segment. 

The meeting brought together approximately 216 participants representing governments, 

academia, research institutions, intergovernmental organizations and civil society. 

A Framework for Action was launched at the meeting, representing the Mountain Partnership’s 

collective commitment to implementing the 2030 Agenda for mountains. The meeting provided 

an opportunity to review the 15 years of progress by the Mountain Partnership and to identify 

future priorities in its main areas of work, spanning advocacy, capacity development, joint action 

and communication, under the Framework for Action. 

The meeting also considered amendments to the Governance Paper of the Mountain Partnership, 

the communications and advocacy strategies, and resource mobilization, and elected the Steering 

Committee members for the period 2018-2021. 

Six side events were held at the margins of the Global Meeting on: promoting mountain products 

to improve local economies and livelihoods; education in mountains; the Andean Mountain 

Initiative; the launch of “Mountain 2018”; understanding landscape and watershed management 

in mountains; and science and research for evidence-informed policy and action on the ground: 

experiences and outlook in mountain-specific cases. 

  

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/mountain_partnership/doc/MP_Global_Meeting_2017/Back_doc_translations/2030_Agenda_on_mountains_-_Framework_for_Action.pdf
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Day I 
High-level segment 
 

Opening of the High-Level Segment and celebration of International Mountain Day 

In the opening session, the founding members of the Mountain Partnership (FAO, Italy, 

Switzerland and UN Environment) stressed the role of mountains in achieving sustainable 

development. They emphasized the role of the Mountain Partnership as the sole global 

mechanism that brings together countries and institutions to promote sustainable mountain 

development, and as the main global tool to guard and fight for landscapes that are home to 

nearly a billion people, calling on members to take early action towards operationalizing and 

resourcing the Framework for Action. The need to raise awareness about the impacts of climate 

change on food security and migration patterns and the vulnerability of mountain people in 

developing countries were noted by Maria Helena Semedo, Deputy Director-General, FAO. 

In his address, (delivered by Thomas Hofer, 

Coordinator, Mountain Partnership 

Secretariat, FAO), Mario Giro, Deputy 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Italy, said the 

aim of the conference was to have 

Mountain Partnership members join forces 

around a common battle, that is not just a 

declaration of intent but that expresses a 

precise operational plan and a clear goal, 

represented by the Framework for Action. 

He stressed that Italy was on the forefront 

of promoting the Framework for Action and 

will support countries in its implementation.  

Andrea Olivero, Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Food and Forestry, Italy, said that following the 

commitments of the 2030 Agenda, “nobody should be left behind”, and the Paris Agreement on 

climate, mountains must be the core of any global political discussion and of any cooperation 

and development activity, in favour of policies, investments and research. Dominique Kohli, 

Assistant Director-General, Federal Office for Agriculture, Switzerland, said the Framework for 

Action is key for global sustainable development, and alignment with the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) will unlock indispensable environmental services, such as air quality 

and fresh water. 

The religious and spiritual values of mountains and lessons on how to create successful 

mountain-based ventures were highlighted in the interventions of Mountain Partnership 

ambassadors: His Holiness Drikung Kyabgön Chetsang, head of the Drikung Kagyu order of 

Tibetan Buddhism; Arjun Gupta, founder, TeleSoft Partners; and Jake Norton, founder, 

MountainWorld Productions.  
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Andrew Taber, Executive Director, The Mountain Institute and Chair, Mountain Partnership 

Steering Committee, expressed the hope that a similar community to that of the Small Island 

Developing States (SIDS) can be built among mountain countries, with support from civil 

society, who will speak with one voice to implement a long-term strategy to advance mountain 

priorities through international processes. 

Several members, including the governments of Bhutan, Chile, Colombia, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal 

and Peru expressed their commitment to the mountain agenda and reiterated their appreciation 

for the Mountain Partnership.  

Launch of the Framework for Action 

A keynote speech by Petteri Taalas, 

Secretary-General, World Meteorological 

Organization, highlighted the main pressures 

on mountains due to climate change, such as 

water shortages and severe floods with a 

resulting loss of economic opportunities.  

 

Grammenos Mastrojeni, Assistant Director-

General, Coordinator for the Environment, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Italy, 

emphasized the role that the Mountain 

Partnership can play in bringing the 

destabilization of fragile mountain ecosystems to the attention of decision-makers, as the impacts 

on mountains are felt on people living in the lowlands.   

 

Several statements by members confirmed the endorsement of the Framework for Action and the 

commitments to its implementation.  

 
The Framework for Action and the 2030 Agenda – challenges and responses 

In this session, members considered the Framework for Action and its alignment with the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development, around four themes: the relationship between mountains 

and climate change and disaster risk management; food and water; mountain goods and services; 

and mountain communities and migration.  

On “Mountains: climate change and disaster risk management”, keynote speeches described 

trends in increasing temperatures and changes in precipitation in mountains as well as the 

impacts of melting glaciers, such as runoff, natural hazards, species extinction and reduced 

growing seasons, biodiversity protection and food production; and highlighted that climate 

variability is going beyond the limits of past experience. FAO warned that 3.5 billion people 

depend on water originating in mountains, and every year natural disasters affect vulnerable 

forest-dependent and mountain communities. FAO noted its research on quantifying the impacts 

of these disasters on agriculture and human systems and the increasing need to build climate 

resilience, stressing the crucial role played by healthy mountain ecosystems. 

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/mountain_partnership/doc/MP_Global_Meeting_2017/Presentations/Taalas_FAO_mountains.pdf
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Keynote speeches by Anil Mishra, Programme Specialist, UNESCO, and Paul Mafabi, Director 

of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Water and Environment, Uganda, on the theme of “Mountains: 

food and water” stressed the increasing levels of threat to water security and the limited coverage 

of global in situ observation systems in alpine regions, and highlighted available tools to support 

decision-making. The direct involvement of local communities in planning and executing 

programmes, quality education for mountain populations, political commitment and long-term 

programmatic financing were emphasized for addressing ecosystem risks for food production, 

such as landslides, flooding and land-use changes due to deforestation, land fragmentation and 

encroachment. 

On “Mountains and their goods and services”, keynote speakers Matthias Jurek, Programme 

Management Officer, UN Environment, and Andrew Taber, Executive Director, The Mountain 

Institute, highlighted the benefits of mountain ecosystems as “water towers” worldwide, 

providing water to half of humanity for drinking, irrigation and energy production, as well as the 

complex problems facing mountains, urging inclusive, coordinated, interdisciplinary approaches. 

Investments, capacity development, cooperatives and business building, and certification 

schemes were highlighted as critical needs for sustaining local enterprises and blending 

livelihood improvement with securing mountain goods and services. 

Two keynote speeches by Krystyna Swiderska, 

Principal Researcher, International Institute for 

Environment and Development, and Laurie 

Vasily, Head of Knowledge Management and 

Communication, International Centre for 

Integrated Mountain Development, explored the 

issue of “Mountain communities and migration” 

with the analysis of cases from the Hindu Kush 

Himalayan region, where mountain 

depopulation is a new trend, with considerable 

effects on social and ecological systems, and 

from Peru, highlighting Biocultural Heritage Territories like the Potato Park as a key response to 

climate change, hunger and migration. 

Making a Global Framework work – showcasing practical approaches 

A panel discussion focused on practical approaches for making the Framework for Action work, 

showcasing the experience of the Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Program, 

GLISPA, the Aga Khan Development Network and the Carpathian Convention. The importance 

of using networks and partnerships to advance the objectives of the Mountain Partnership was 

emphasized, and cultivating closer bonds between GLISPA and the Mountain Partnership was 

recommended. GLISPA representatives identified the success factors in gaining attention for the 

initiative as being “not merely relying on donor funding, but leveraging funds through tourism 

levies, using in-flight videos to broadcast the message of islands under threat, introducing pledge 

stamps in tourist passports, and collaborating with all small island entities”. The reasons for 

SIDS’ high profile in political circles include: partnerships and political leadership; strong sense 

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/mountain_partnership/doc/MP_Global_Meeting_2017/Presentations/A_Mishra_-_Addressing_Water_Security_-_Climate_Impacts_and_Adaptation_Responses.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/mountain_partnership/doc/MP_Global_Meeting_2017/Presentations/Mafabi_-_MP_Mt_Elgon_Presentation_-_final.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/mountain_partnership/doc/MP_Global_Meeting_2017/Presentations/Taber_Securing_Mountain_Goods_and_Services.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/mountain_partnership/doc/MP_Global_Meeting_2017/Presentations/Krystyna_Swiderska_RED_ROOM.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/mountain_partnership/doc/MP_Global_Meeting_2017/Presentations/Laurie_Vasily_Mountain_Partnership_Migration_ICIMOD.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/mountain_partnership/doc/MP_Global_Meeting_2017/Presentations/Laurie_Vasily_Mountain_Partnership_Migration_ICIMOD.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/mountain_partnership/doc/MP_Global_Meeting_2017/Presentations/GSLEP_Mountain_Partnership_Meeting_Rome.pdf
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of “co-opetition”, where islands encourage each other to make bigger commitments; sharing 

lessons on how to implement the SDGs; and participating regularly on the global multilateral 

negotiations stage. 

Day II 
Fifteen years of the Mountain Partnership | Stocktaking and new priorities for the 
Global Framework 
 

Mountain Partnership’s global achievements, priorities and challenges 

This session was moderated by Eva Müller, Director, Forest Policy and Resources Division, 

Forestry Department, FAO, who reassured Mountain Partnership members of FAO’s 

commitment to hosting and supporting the Secretariat, and a smooth transition when a new 

coordinator is identified.  

Thomas Hofer presented progress made and results achieved since the last Global Meeting in 

2013, noting: mountains’ low international profile, scant political and financial support, absence 

of mountain issues in the Paris Agreement, and the sharp increase in members since 2003. On the 

main achievements of the Mountain Partnership, he highlighted strengthened multi-action and 

regional cooperation. He referred to global advocacy campaigns, including: presence in UN 

conventions; three targets in the SDGs that make reference to mountain ecosystems; and 

development of the Mountain Green Cover Index to monitor target 15.4. Among communication 

efforts, he outlined: media outreach, newsletters and publications; and capacity development and 

science through the International Programme on Research and Training on Sustainable 

Management of Mountain Areas (IPROMO), and a global database on mountain courses. Under 

joint action he particularly highlighted the Mountain Partnership Products Initiative. 

Thomas Hofer focused on the vision of the Mountain Partnership for the next four years, 

including: an alliance with GLISPA on fragile ecosystems; the establishment of a multi-donor 

small grants facility; connection with other global initiatives; knowledge creation and sharing on 

emerging issues; and a political alliance of members through the Framework for Action. 

During the ensuing discussion, 

members provided feedback on, inter 

alia: the need for cooperation with the 

Rio Conventions and global agencies 

and institutions; designing a common 

message on the SDGs; sharing 

experiences from within countries more 

widely; highlighting capacity building 

as an important step in advancing the 

mountains agenda; expanding the work 

of the Mountain Partnership to include 

more research activities; and combining 

indigenous and traditional knowledge 

and practices with modern technologies to improve mountain ecosystem management.  
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Highlights of reports by Steering Committee members on the achievements, priorities and 

challenges in their constituencies 

Governments 

Sub-Saharan Africa: the first African Mountain Forum was held in Arusha, Tanzania in 2014, 

which contributed to setting up the Africa Champions programme and institutional framework to 

coordinate the African Mountain Partnership activities; and the World Mountain Forum was held 

in Uganda in 2016, which led to the Mbale Call for Scaling Up Action. 

South America: reported on the Andean 

Mountain Initiative, which consists of a 

technical secretariat and represents the 

seven countries sharing the Andes 

mountains; and Mountains’ Week, which 

was held in Colombia in 2017. This 

focused on some of the priority issues 

relating to páramos and mountain 

ecosystems, and the formalization of 

strategic alliances for the integrated 

management of mountain territories. 

North and Central America and the Caribbean: Mexico reported on its national programme on 

community forestry to foster sustainable management of forested areas in mountains; a payment 

for ecosystem services programme for water run-off from mountains; the carbon capture and 

biodiversity increase programme; and the Tree League set up by indigenous peoples.  

Middle East and North Africa: there was no report as the elected member (Tunisia) was not able 

to participate in the Global Meeting. 

Europe: there was concern for the lack of participation within this region, and a need for greater 

national government involvement in the future was recognized. 

Asia and the Pacific: assets of the region include environmental, socio-economic and cultural 

diversity, with the highest mountains but with huge populations dependent on the major rivers 

flowing from these watersheds. Challenges facing the populations downstream were outlined, 

including freshwater runoff and reduced glacier melt, alongside natural disasters and other 

factors burdening the economic and environmental systems annually. 

Major groups 

Civil Society of Asia and the Pacific: representative underlined the challenges for representing 

this diverse constituency with its large number of mountain ranges facing many varied 

challenges across the Asia and Pacific region, urged strengthening advocacy and collaboration 

under the Rio Conventions. 

Civil Society of Europe: highlighted the Alpine Space Programme’s Wiki Alps and Alpine 

Ecosystem Services as well as projects involving Mountain Wilderness and other Mountain 
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Partnership members; and elaborated on networks they are involved in, inter alia: Espace Mont-

Blanc; the Global Observation Research Initiative in Alpine Environments (GLORIA); and the 

Network for European Mountain Research. 

Civil Society of Middle East and North Africa: there were limited reports on activities from 

members in this area where water scarcity provides a dire threat to all countries in the region, for 

which 90 percent of freshwater originates in the high regions and mountains. The Steering 

Committee representative proposed joining another regions of more active groups, as well as 

strengthening the efforts of two promising new Iranian NGOs. 

Civil Society of North and Central America and the Caribbean: members in the region 

contributed to drafting the three paragraphs on mountains in the SDGs; establishing the 

VERTEX website, which hosts virtual communications and a social media platform; launching 

new sustainable mountain development platforms; hosting the International Pathways 

Conference on sustainable ecosystem management; and establishing the Mountain Resilience 

Collective in the Rocky Mountains as a global hub for social and ecological networks to pursue 

environmental justice for mountain communities. 

Civil Society of South America: the 

Centre for High Mountain Studies to 

guide research in the Andes; hosting 

Mountains’ Week in 2017; and 

celebrating five years of the Andean 

Forests Network and eight years of 

the GLORIA Andes network, which 

represent 60 000 hectares of 

ecosystem restoration. Resource 

mobilization, raising the visibility of 

the plight of mountains, and raising 

the profile of the added value civil 

society can bring were mentioned as 

challenges. 

Global Civil Society Organizations: there were challenges in communication and feedback from 

this diverse set of Mountain Partnership members spanning NGOs, networks (research, wildlife 

conservation), private companies and other organizations. Achievements range from a unique 

non-profit that is raising awareness about mountain mushrooms and fungi, to the launch of a 

global initiative on ecosystem-based adaptation in mountains. There has been minimal 

participation from the business sector. There are needs and opportunities to invite other 

organizations that are working in mountains around the world to join the Mountain Partnership. 

This would help build a stronger global community of mountain advocates to support policy, 

practice and investment.  

Intergovernmental Organizations: pledged continued support for the Mountain Partnership’s 

work in: raising the profile of mountains in the international meetings; involvement in work on 
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waste, litter and pollution in mountain environments; sustainable management of mountain 

ecosystems; and engagement with the Alpine and Carpathian conventions. 

Donor Organizations: called for greater involvement from member countries, particularly 

regarding funding, and said it is crucial that mountains become part of an economy that sustains 

itself as an income opportunity and involves business in its endeavors. 

Resource mobilization 

This session, moderated by Andrey Kushlin, Deputy Director, Forest Policy and Resources 

Division, Forestry Department, FAO, aimed at “learning from major players”, and included 

interventions from Arjun Gupta, founder, TeleSoft Partners; Tehmina Akhtar, Deputy Global 

Manager, Global Environment Facility (GEF) Small Grants Programme, United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP); René Castro Salazar, Assistant Director-General, Climate, 

Biodiversity, Land and Water Department, FAO; and Sameer Karki, Technical Officer (Natural 

Resources), GEF Coordination Unit, Climate and Environment Division, FAO. 

Gupta observed that financial resources are available, but technically viable projects are lacking. 

He stressed that the private sector looks for projects with clear costs and benefits, measurability 

and accountability, and good governance, with a strong focus on investing in “low-hanging 

fruits.” 

Akhtar noted that the GEF Small Grants 

Programme has provided support to many 

projects located in mountain landscapes in all 

continents, promoting community-based 

initiatives under multiple GEF focal areas, 

including biodiversity, land degradation and 

climate change.   

Castro Salazar warned that “nature can no 

longer wait for diplomats and politicians to 

negotiate strategies” while there are clear 

signals of ecosystems collapsing, and urged using the new wave of individual investors, and 

supporting and learning from small and fast-growing initiatives.  

Karki noted that the cumulative value of FAO-GEF projects is currently over $650 million with a 

high proportion of funds allocated to mountain-focused projects during the GEF-6 Funding 

Cycle, and highlighted the opportunities for mountain-related projects in the 7th Funding Cycle, 

through stakeholder engagement at national, regional, and global fora.  

Governance issues  

In this session, moderated by Thomas Hofer, Coordinator, Mountain Partnership Secretariat, 

Mountain Partnership members addressed: 

• Discussion and endorsement of the Governance Paper 

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/mountain_partnership/doc/MP_Global_Meeting_2017/Governance_and_Strategy_2018-2021.pdf
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• Discussion of Options Paper for membership fee scheme 

• Discussion and endorsement of Advocacy Strategy 

• Discussion and endorsement of Communication Strategy 

Governance paper: Participants endorsed the changes made to the Governance Paper to bring it 

in line with developments since 2013. Participants discussed other changes to the Governance 

Paper needing approval from the Global Meeting as follows: 

On the options paper presented regarding a possible scheme for membership fees, the Global 

Meeting decided that no change to the current provisions and status of voluntary contributions 

will be considered at this stage. It further decided to refer to the newly-elected Steering 

Committee the request, made by several members, of further investigating the membership fee 

composition, structure and implications to reach an informed decision at the next Global 

Meeting. 

The request to create a separate Central Asia electoral group currently under the Asia and 

Pacific region was put to a vote, with the majority approving the inclusion of Central Asia as a 

new electoral group of the Mountain Partnership.   

The Global Meeting decided to select alternate Steering Committee members to support the 

work and participate in Steering Committee meetings when standing members are absent.  

The Global Meeting agreed to: remove 

inactive members from the membership 

list; the proposal that FAO remain the 

host organization of the Mountain 

Partnership Secretariat; and the deletion 

of the Mountain Partnership function of 

“innovation” as one of its areas.  

On the advocacy strategy, members 

suggested: refining the strategy at 

national level in finer detail to ensure 

the integration of mountains in national 

plans; ensuring visibility of Mountain 

Partnership members and showcasing the efforts of individual members and initiatives within 

countries; including regional collaboration; and using the 2019 UN Secretary-General Report as 

a potential milestone in advocating for sustainable mountain development. The meeting 

approved the document with the suggestions made. 

On the communication strategy, members suggested: a more proactive, coordinated approach for 

external communication; a long-term strategy for each Multilateral Environment Agreements 

link with the Convention on Biological Diversity’s mountain biodiversity programme; more 

publications on technical issues to be translated into other languages; more transparency in the 

internal communication; better use of social media and a media portal for reporting of activities; 

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/mountain_partnership/doc/MP_Global_Meeting_2017/Option_paper.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/mountain_partnership/doc/MP_Global_Meeting_2017/Advocacy_strategy_2018-2021.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/mountain_partnership/doc/MP_Global_Meeting_2017/Communication_Strategy_of_MP_2018-2021.pdf
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improving official communication with member countries’ ambassadors to the UN in Rome and 

elsewhere; and more frequent meetings of the Steering Committee. The meeting approved the 

document. 

Day III 
Gearing up the Mountain Partnership to support the Global Framework 
implementation 
 
Election of the Steering Committee 

Following meetings of members from each electoral group, the following were elected to the 

Steering Committee. 

Electoral group 

 

Member Alternate 

Governments 

Asia and the Pacific 

 

Philippines   

 

Nepal 

 

Central Asia vacant vacant 

Europe 

 

Italy Turkey  

 

Middle East and North Africa  

 

Tunisia vacant 

North and Central America 

and the Caribbean 

 

Dominican Republic  

 

Guatemala 

South America  

 

Argentina Coordinator of the Andean 

Mountain Initiative (Chile)* 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

 

Uganda Cameroon 

Major group  organizations 

 

Asia and Pacific 

 

Karnali Integrated Rural 

Development and Research 

Centre (Nepal) 

 

Pan Himalaya Grassroots 

Development Foundation 

(India) 

Central Asia Institute for Sustainable 

Development Strategy Public 

Fund (Kyrgyzstan) 

Snow Leopard Conservation 

Foundation (Mongolia) 

Europe 

 

Centro de Investigação de 

Montanha / Euromontana 

vacant 

Middle East and North Africa 

 

Mountain Environment 

Protection Society (Iran) 

 

vacant 

North and Central America  

and the Caribbean 

 

Aspen International Mountain 

Foundation (USA)  

 

Fundación CoMunidad 

(Panama) 
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South America 

 

Consortium for Sustainable 

Development of the Andean 

Ecoregion (Peru) 

 

Fundación Agreste 

(Argentina) 

 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

 

Foundation for Environment 

and Development 

(Cameroon) 

Les Compagnons Ruraux 

(Togo) 

Global Civil Society 

Organizations 

 

Mountain Research Initiative  

 

The Mountain Institute 

Intergovernmental 

organizations 

 

UN Environment  

 

International Centre for 

Integrated Mountain 

Development  

 

Donor Organization to the 

MPS  

Switzerland n/a 

Host Institution of the MPS 

 

Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO) 

n/a 

* Chile is the current Coordinator of the Andean Mountain Initiative. The Mountain Partnership 

Secretariat will be informed when the coordinator changes (duration of the coordinator is two 

years).  

 

The Mountain Partnership looks ahead: setting priorities and identifying the main areas of 

work for the next biennium 

In this session, participants discussed four themes: advocacy; capacity development; joint action; 

and communication. 

Andrey Kushlin outlined a timeline from the launch of the Framework for Action at the Global 

Meeting to 2030 when all members will have specific sustainable mountain development policies 

and strategies in place, with specific methodologies to monitor their impact. 

Advocacy: Mountain Partnership 

members expressed their views on the 

proposed advocacy actions. Suggestions 

included: developing a coordinated 

strategy to influence negotiations in the 

Rio Conventions and creating a pavilion 

where Mountain Partnership member 

countries and civil society can present at 

Conferences of the Parties (COPs); 

including a chapter on mountain land 

degradation in the UN Convention to 

Combat Desertification and 
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Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) assessment on land degradation; the 

Mountain Partnership Secretariat to provide language on mountain issues on land degradation 

neutrality and water issues to be included in GEF-7; participating in the High-Level Political 

Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development in 2018; the Mountain Partnership Secretariat to 

develop a plan for expanding on the pilot activity of the labeling of mountain products; providing 

language on mountains to the Green Climate Fund’s forthcoming policies on gender, indigenous 

issues and environmental and social safeguards; and supporting Mountain Partnership member 

countries to include adaptation in mountains in the revision of their nationally determined 

contributions (NDCs). 

Capacity building: participants suggested building the capacities of countries to develop 

indicators on the SDGs and the role of mountains in achieving these; refining definitions of 

“mountains” and developing educational and extension materials; building the capacity of local 

and regional media; and developing media events, children events, film series and other products 

for public engagement, noting the World Mountain Forum in 2018 as a useful venue. 

Communication: participants suggested advocacy should go hand-in-hand with communication; 

the organization of mountain festivals, which can expose many thousands of people to mountain 

cultural activities and information about mountain ecosystems; using “umbrella” events such as 

mountain days, alpine literature and concert events; the voluntary national reviews to the HLPF 

as an entry point for the Mountain Partnership members to include mountain issues in their 

national plans; participation with, and facilitation of, side events at large meetings to focus 

attention on the contribution of mountains; extending the Mountain Partnership local product 

labelling scheme to other regions; more communication with the private sector and targeting new 

partners; taking advantage of forthcoming outreach events such as the next meeting of the IPCC 

lead authors in 2018; activating a communication task force; increased presence in tourism fairs; 

and launching a systematic communication campaign with a professional agency to break the 

wall about the mountains, learning from the SIDS’ experience. 

Joint action: participants suggested: creating national multi-stakeholder committees; reviewing 

existing legislation at national level and individual countries’ experiences; having a National 

Coordinator for each country officially nominated; understanding mountain communities’ needs 

by working closely together with them; working with academia and governments at regional and 

local level; scaling up joint initiatives; supporting countries to tap into GEF-7 funding; 

strengthening the Mountain Partnership’s voice at the UN Secretary-General level; and 

strengthening the collaboration with GLISPA.  

Thomas Hofer, outgoing Mountain Partnership Coordinator, summarized the many suggestions 

made, highlighting:  

Advocacy 

• At COPs of the Rio Conventions and other events: move from simply organizing side 

events to being involved in the negotiations processes to have mountains included in 

plenary discussions and in relevant outcomes; 
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• Water as an entry point as a powerful advocacy message for mountains and their main 

ecosystem services; 

• Increased attention to local communities and how to bring about SDG 

implementation on the ground; 

• Engagement with countries: revision of the NDCs under the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change, capacity building for national committees; 

• Engage with strategic events such as the HLPF, and consider the setting-up of a UN 

mechanism for mountains to ensure adequate UN level advocacy;  

• Improve data availability, including at disaggregated level to build evidence for 

supporting discussion with policy makers. 

Capacity development 

• Produce, collect and disseminate “mountain stories” and lessons learned from 

countries;  

• Enhance the capacity of regional media to communicate about mountains; 

• Promote capacity development of civil society towards mountains. 

Communication 

• Translate science language, communicate more with the media, with the private sector 

and tourism sector. Set up a global communication/media campaign; 

• Support Mountain Partnership members’ participation in events by providing them 

with communication materials;  

• Revive the communication task force within the Mountain Partnership. 

Joint action 

• Expansion of the Mountain Partnership Products Initiative; 

• Promote mountain friendly legislation and policies; 

• The Steering Committee has the role to voice ideas from their constituencies (including 

their own organizations) to promote and strengthen collaboration among members; 

• Joint responsibility, both of the members of the Mountain Partnership and the Mountain 

Partnership Secretariat, to be proactive and take responsibility in implementing the 

mountain agenda and the Framework for Action. 

 

Conclusions 

Emphasizing the progress of the last 15 years, including improving procedures and governance, 

and launching the Framework of Action, Thomas Hofer noted the challenge to maintain the 

momentum and urged all members to be proactive and use the Framework for Action. 

Andrew Taber applauded the accomplishments of the Mountain Partnership and underscored that 

no other entity has the legitimacy to speak for the mountain community, and that the diversity of 

the Partnership is an asset.  
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Grammenos Mastrojeni stressed that the adoption of the Framework for Action is a starting point 

and not a point of arrival, as it underscores the momentum created towards the global realization 

of the importance of the mountains.  

François Pythoud, Permanent Representative of Switzerland to FAO, identified the challenge of 

expanding the Mountain Partnership’s membership to mountain countries that are not yet 

members, and the need to ensure continued funding of the Secretariat to provide global services. 

He suggested identifying a model, within the Mountain Partnership, for a political alliance 

among mountain countries as has been done for SIDS, and that water, food and agriculture, 

mountain products, tourism, processing and small enterprises be considered as possible priority 

areas.  

Hiroto Mitsugi, Assistant Director-General, Forestry Department, FAO, noted the importance of 

governance, resource mobilization and involvement of the private sector. He expressed the hope 

that other donors will follow the example of Italy and Switzerland to expand the donor basis for 

the Mountain Partnership and reiterated FAO’s commitment to continuing its support to the 

Partnership. 
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Annex 1  
Report of side events 
 

SIDE EVENT: PROMOTING MOUNTAIN PRODUCTS TO IMPROVE LOCAL 

ECONOMIES AND LIVELIHOODS  

ABSTRACT 

As a strategy to develop mountain economies and better livelihoods, the Mountain Partnership 

Secretariat and Slow Food jointly developed a voluntary labelling scheme for mountain products 

to support small mountain producers from developing countries. The scheme includes value 

chain improvement, marketing strategy development and the granting of the Mountain 

Partnership Product label. This side event offered the opportunity to present the main 

achievements of the first phase of the Mountain Partnership Products (MPP) Initiative and 

discuss sustainable food systems, market linkages and the role of partnerships, with 

representatives from the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Swiss Permanent Mission to the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), FAO and Slow Food. Practical 

experiences from two pilot cases of the MPP Initiative were shared. 

SPEAKERS 

François Pythoud, Permanent Representative of Switzerland to FAO, IFAD and WFP, 

Switzerland: Opening remarks 

Marcela Villarreal , Director, Office for Partnerships and South-South Cooperation Division, 

FAO: Opening remarks 

Giorgio Grussu, Project Coordinator, FAO: The Mountain Partnership Products Initiative 

Florence Tartanac, Senior Officer and Group Leader of the Market Linkages and Value Chain 

Group, Nutrition and Food Systems Division, FAO: Mountainous sustainable food systems: a 

global point of view  

Federico Mattei, Project Development and International Relations, Slow Food: Slow Food and 

the Mountain Partnership  

Kaylan Paul and Anita Paul, directors, Pan Himalayan Grassroots Development Foundation, 

India 

Mauro Ghirotti , Senior Policy Implementer, Food and Nutrition Security, Rural Development, 

Environment and Sustainable Natural Resources Management, Italian Development Cooperation 

Agency (AICS) 

Main issues discussed 

 Food products are at the heart of sustainable development in mountain areas. Using 

innovation for food production can share traditions with a wider audience. There is a need 

to bring producers together since bottom-up approaches are more likely to have long-term 

impact. 
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 The Mountain Partnership is an example of a well-functioning partnership. The 2030 

Agenda claims that all stakeholders need to collaborate. The Mountain Partnership as a 

multi-stakeholder platform and the MPP Initiative help to achieve various components of 

the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs.  

 Small-scale farmers and businesses in mountain areas face several constraints (harsh and 

inaccessible terrains, lack of investments, poor infrastructure, inadequate transportation, 

unfair market incomes, etc.) but are also hotspots of agricultural and cultural diversity. 

 Today, humanity is consuming a very narrow range of crops. Projects like the MPP 

Initiative enable small producers to add value to unique products, participate in markets and 

improve their livelihoods. An empowerment of indigenous peoples facilitates access to 

valuable knowledge and crop and genetic resources that contain a multitude of genes of 

potential value for plant breeding and are becoming increasingly relevant for climate 

change adaptation. 

 Farmers base their livelihoods on product diversification, protecting agrobiodiversity and 

ancient varieties. Mountain communities are the custodians of traditional knowledge and 

techniques. Indigenous peoples are the custodians of centuries-old crops and traditions and 

agricultural systems highly adapted to particular conditions.  

 There exist different sustainable approaches for promoting products from mountain regions, 

such as geographic indications, globally important agricultural heritage systems, and the 

certification of organic and agro-ecological farming systems through participatory 

guarantee systems. 

 Out-migration is a problem in mountain areas that needs to be reduced. Increased 

recognition of the high value of mountain products and sustainable food systems combined 

with expanded market opportunities for mountain products will help to reduce out-

migration. When focusing on markets for sustainable, high-quality, fair trade products, 

mountain communities have an enormous potential to improve their livelihoods and boost 

local economies. 

 Tourism offers a great potential because it brings consumers and producers together.  

 Communication is crucial. Consumers need to have access to more information, and this 

requires greater awareness raising. Clear communication is required to reduce the confusion 

of consumers. The Mountain Partnership is providing a platform at global level to address 

this issue. 

 The first phase of the MPP Initiative highlights the challenge: each case has different 

characteristics and needs, and the projects tries to help along the entire value chain. The 

label is just the end of the product.  

What is the one main message to take way from this session? 

There is an increased need for: 
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 A label which is a clear communication tool that helps to inform consumers; 

 Expanding existing partnerships and building new ones; 

 Concrete action plans; and  

 Practical results, which are crucial for building trust. 

 

SIDE EVENT: EDUCATION IN MOUNTAINS  

ABSTRACT 

This side event provided an opportunity for showcasing examples of mountain education 

initiatives worldwide such as the International Programme on Research and Training on 

Sustainable Management of Mountain Areas (IPROMO), the Himalayan University Consortium, 

and the “Environment and Development of Mountainous Areas” MSc course.  

Participants also heard about the professional experience gained by students in Utah in 

advocating for the implementation of mountain targets within the SDGs, and about the Mountain 

Resilience Collective, a global hub for social and ecological resilience across mountain 

communities at the Western Colorado University. 

SPEAKERS 

Michele Freppaz, University of Turin, Italy: The experience of IPROMO in building capacity 

for mountains  

Yanko Dzhukev, Utah Valley University, USA: Mountain targets implementation through the 

student engaged learning model  

Stella Giannakopoulou, Metsovion Interdisciplinary Research Center (MIRC), Greece: The 

MIRC and the MSc "Environment and Development of Mountainous Areas": research and 

education in the mountain regions of Greece 

Laurie Vasily , Head, Knowledge Management and Communication, International Centre for 

Integrated Mountain Development: The Himalayan University Consortium  

John Hausdoerffer, Dean, School of Environment and Sustainability (ENVS), Professor, ENVS 

& Philosophy, Western Colorado University, USA: Finding your cultural keystone 

Main issues discussed 

 Possibility to expand on IPROMO and organize it in other countries, bringing the seeds of 

IPROMO to other places. 

 The usefulness of the Himalaya University Consortium approach to have a structured 

interaction with countries and institutions. 
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 Advocacy for sustainable mountain development and the role of educational institutions, 

including students, in achieving the SDGs and finding global solutions. 

 The importance of students and researchers to understand mountain communities’ isolation, 

difficulties and needs by sharing time with them. 

 The importance of transdisciplinarity in addressing mountain education. 

 

What is the one main message to take way from this session? 

Networking, connecting different initiatives horizontally, and greater involvement of local 

communities are the ways forward to move the education capacity building agenda. 

 

SIDE EVENT: LAUNCH OF MOUNTAINS 2018  

ABSTRACT  

The main objective of the event was the presentation of Mountains 2018, an international 

conference bringing together academics, professionals, politicians and others involved in the 

many aspects of the mountain environment, to be held in Nova Friburgo, Brazil on 10-14 

December 2018. 

The session was connected to Brazil via teleconference, officially launching the events that make 

up the Mountains 2018: the III Workshop on Sustainable Development in Mountain 

Environments, and the II International Conference on Research for Sustainable Development in 

Mountain Regions. A video about the city of Nova Friburgo was also presented, as well as an 

historical account of the campaigns for mountain environments in Brazil since 2002 was made. 

With the presence of 24 representatives from different institutions in Africa, Asia, Europe, North 

America and South America, the idea, history and objectives of the event were presented. 

Statements of support and suggestions were received from representatives of the Mountain 

Research Initiative, Fundación Agreste, The Mountain Institute, Fundación ProYungas, the 

Consortium for Sustainable Development of the Andean Ecoregion (CONDESAN) and the 

Journal of Mountain Science, among others. Some of the organizing institutions also 

participated, including the Centro de Investigação de Montanha (CIMO), the Mountain Research 

Center, Embrapa Agrobiology and Crescente Fértil, which coordinated the meeting. The director 

of Embrapa Agrobiology and other Embrapa officials participated by teleconference from Brazil. 

By video message, the mayor of Nova Friburgo invited everyone to visit the city. 

SPEAKERS 

Luis Felipe Cesar, Crescente Fertil: Mobilizations for the Environments of Mountain of Brazil 

Adriana M. Aquino , Embrapa Agrobiology: History and objectives of Mountain 2018 
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Isabel Ferreira, CIMO: Presentation of CIMO (video) and the Polytechnic Institute of 

Bragança, Portugal 

Gustavo Xavier, Head, Embrapa Agrobiology: Presentation by Embrapa 

Renato Bravo, Mayor of Nova Friburgo: Invitation to Nova Friburgo, Brazil 

João Azevedo, Vice Coordinator, CIMO/Polytechnic Institute of Bragança 

Carolina Adler , Mountain Research Initiative 

Marisa Young, Fundación Agreste 

Sebastián Malizia, Fundación ProYungas 

María Arguello , CONDESAN 

Andrew Taber, The Mountain Institute 

Main issues discussed 

 Mountains 2018, being an international event, will serve as a stimulus to strengthen the 

Brazilian perception of its own mountains. 

 Importance of the integration of efforts and institutions throughout Latin America, from the 

Andes to Central America and the Brazilian territory. 

 Valorization of low mountains. 

 Need for construction of a Brazilian public policy for mountain environments. 

 Define the focus to be a complementary event to the many others that occur. 

What is the one main message to take from this session? 

Coordination among different stakeholders will be paramount during 2018 for the organization 

of Mountains 2018. 

Additional info rmation  

The Collaboration Agreement was signed, with the following content: 

 Collaborate on the organization of Mountains 2018, to be held in the city of Nova Friburgo, 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in December 2018; 

 Participate in preparatory planning activities for the event; 

 Support resource mobilization efforts together with national and international sponsors; and 

 Contribute to the construction of policies for mountain environments.  
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SIDE EVENT: UNDERSTANDING LANDSCAPE AND WATERSHED MANAGE MENT 

IN MOUNTAINS  

ABSTRACT 

Watershed and landscape management are integrated approaches that promote intersectoral 

cooperation and support the generation of benefits for people and the environment. During the 

side event, the new FAO publication Watershed Management in Action was launched. The 

publication presents the lessons learned from the implementation of watershed management field 

projects in Africa, Asia and Latin America and provides concrete recommendations for 

practitioners. The side event was also an opportunity for an exchange of views on recent 

experiences in watershed and landscape management in mountain areas and for reflection on the 

challenges and opportunities of these approaches in mountains. 

SPEAKERS 

Thomas Hofer, Senior Forestry Officer, Mountain Partnership Secretariat Coordinator, FAO:  

Introduction, setting the stage 

Petra Wolter, Senior Consultant, FAO: Presentation and launch of the publication: ñWatershed 

Management in Actionò  

Julian Yepes Cardona, Director, Fundación Pangea, Colombia: Restoration of páramos 

ecosystem 

Chencho Norbu, Secretary, National Environment Commission, Bhutan: Watershed 

management ï experiences from Bhutan 

Main issues discussed 

 Role of integrated approaches, the need to manage at landscape level and to bring together 

different sectors, management of all watershed resources;   

 Importance of governance and tenure issues; 

 Supporting policies and institutional arrangements, the need to understand different 

perspectives and to enforce/implement existing rules and regulations; 

 Expressing the need for a watershed management community of practice and/or framework 

to link the various projects (refer to forest-water monitoring framework);    

 Importance of establishing trustful relationships with communities to create ownership and 

long-term sustainability; 

 Involve the private sector.  

What is the one main message to take way from this session? 
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Watershed management can contribute to operationalize the Framework for Action launched on 

International Mountain Day 2017 and can channel investments to generate benefits for both 

mountain peoples and mountain environments.  

SIDE EVENT: SCIENCE AND RESEARCH FOR EVIDENCE -INFORMED POLICY 

AND ACTION ON TH E GROUND: EXPERIENCES AND OUTLOOK IN MOUNTAIN -

SPECIFIC CASES 

ABSTRACT 

As we reflect on the theme of this year’s Mountain Partnership Global Meeting, “Mountains 

under Pressure”, there are calls to take stock of how, and with what effect, is key knowledge 

exchanged between science and practice to address pressing issues in mountain regions and 

communities. In this side event, convened and chaired by the Mountain Research Initiative, 

invited academics and practitioners from diverse backgrounds share their experiences with 

science and research in addressing key policy- and practice-relevant problems in mountain-

specific contexts. Covering topics such as water, land degradation, migration, waste and natural 

resource management for emissions reduction, each presentation reflected on the role of 

knowledge and information exchange in the domains of their respective work global and in 

specific cases in Africa, Latin America and Papua New Guinea. The session concluded with a 

thought-provoking exchange and dialogue with the audience, jointly deliberating on the 

contributions of science and research in supporting knowledge and information for policy and 

practice, also highlighting key gaps that will feed into an agenda for joint work between 

scientists, practitioners and society at large. 

SPEAKERS 

Christian Huggel, University of Zurich and Mountain Research Initiative Science Leadership 

Council, Zurich, Switzerland: Multiple use of water in mountains in the face of climatic and non-

climatic stressors 

A multitude of climatic and non-climatic stressors act on mountain ecosystems and people. 

Water is one of the most important resources of mountains, also for millions of people in the 

regions downstream of mountains. Multiple factors affect quantity and quality of water. 

Shrinking glaciers can increase the variability, shift timing or simply decrease water availability 

in dry season. Improved and adapted water management becomes an imperative in many 

mountains regions worldwide. Experiences in the tropical Andes on climate adaptation and 

multiple use of water, involving a co-design of new types of institutional and research 

frameworks considering a variety of knowledge forms, were presented. 

Aster Gebrekirstos, World Agroforestry Centre and Mountain Research Initiative Science 

Leadership Council, Nairobi, Kenya: Knowledge based restoration of mountain ecosystems: for 

building community resilience, improving livelihoods, and providing alternatives to irregular 

outmigration 

Most mountain areas in Africa are experiencing environmental degradation. The process of 

restoring degraded land to a healthier and more productive landscape needs a synergy of 
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integrated landscape approach, science-based interventions, enabling government policy and 

effective partnerships. Most of all, people and communities should be at the heart of the 

restoration effort, to transform barren or degraded areas of land into healthy and functional 

landscapes, thereby to enhance livelihoods, resilience to climate change and reduced irregular 

out-migration. Success case stories from Ethiopia and the potential for scaling up were 

presented. 

Matthias Jurek , UN Environment, Vienna, Austria: Waste Management in mountain regions 

Pollution in the mountains is growing dramatically from increased tourism, agriculture, urban 

expansion and mining. Mountains face unique challenges for litter management due to steepness, 

remoteness, transboundary landscapes, natural hazards and sensitive ecosystems. To tackle 

global waste issues, the entire waste cycle must be addressed, from Everest to the Marianna 

Trench. Furthermore, how waste management relates to other emerging downstream issues, such 

as climate change and biodiversity loss, was addressed. 

Fabio Attorre , Sapienza University of Rome, Italy: Biodiversity for REDD+. The Papua New 

Guinea case study 

Papua New Guinea is building its first multipurpose National Forest Inventory (NFI) under the 

arrangements for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD)+. The 

inventory includes not only activities for measuring timber volume and estimating carbon stocks 

and greenhouse gas emissions but also, significantly, a protocol for the first survey of the 

nation’s forest biodiversity. The combined inventory will make it possible to assess the trade-offs 

between protecting biodiversity and reducing emissions, in order to promote sustainable forest 

management and improve local forest community livelihoods. Sapienza University of Rome has 

been supporting the government of Papua New Guinea since 2014 in the development of the 

methodology for biodiversity assessment and in the implementation of the multipurpose NFI. 

Main issues discussed 

 Difference between evidence-based versus evidence-informed policy for action, where the 

later refers to a recognition that decisions at policy level are taken within a much broader 

context of information inputs and interests, where scientific evidence is one of many entry 

points of information.   

 The entry points for scientists and practitioners to address a problem or issue on the ground 

can differ substantially, where priorities for advocacy versus understanding can have 

implications for which and how evidence is used. 

 The specific knowledge demands for implementation of policies or action on the ground 

can also provide unique opportunities for scientists to improve scientific methods for data 

collection and analyses, thereby not only addressing the issue at hand but also improving 

and advancing scientific research in and for mountain regions. 

What is the one main message to take way from this session? 
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The take up of scientific evidence for policy and action on the ground is a complex, non-linear 

process, where addressing the relevant questions is far more important as a criteria for impact 

and uptake than having the most accurate and precise knowledge for the wrong questions. Here, 

processes for co-design and co-production of knowledge between the scientific community and 

policy-makers and other stakeholders are important to foster and support. 

Additional information  

The Mountain Research Initiative, as part of its foreseeable programme in the next couple of 

years, plans to foster these very spaces for knowledge partnership between science-policy-

practice, and host events, sessions and workshops at key conferences, where they can delve 

deeper into this topic to support capacity building in scientists to address evidence-informed 

policy issues and improve the uptake and relevance of global change science and research in 

mountains for sustainable mountain development. More info for follow up at 

http://mri.scnatweb.ch/en/ 

 

SIDE EVENT: THE ANDEAN MOUNTAIN INITIATIVE: A REGIONAL VISION ON 

SUSTAINABLE MOUNTAIN DEVELOPMENT IN THE ANDES  

ABSTRACT 

This side event was aimed to showcase the Andean Initiative of the Mountain Partnership and to 

define the relevant opportunities for joint working and collaboration of the governments and 

other stakeholders.  Furthermore, this event aimed at enriching the vision of this platform with 

contributions from participants. 

SPEAKERS 

RosaLaura Romeo, Mountain Partnership Secretariat, FAO: The Mountain Partnership in the 

Andes: a regional background 

Isauro Torres, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Chile: The Andean Mountain Initiative: Present and 

future 

Matthias Jurek , UN Environment: Strategic Agenda on Adaptation Climate Change in the 

Andes 

Manfred Kaufmann , Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation: Working vision in the 

Andes: an institutional point of view on Sustainable Mountain Development in the region 

María Argüello , CONDESAN: Role of social organizations in the Sustainable Mountain 

Development in the Andes 

Main issues discussed 

The importance and the opportunities that the Andean region represent for the constitution and 

consolidation of this platform of countries and what it could mean for the progress of policy 

development. 

http://mri.scnatweb.ch/en/
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The Andean Initiative recently approved its Regional Coordination Mechanism whereby the 

Regional Coordination was delegated to Chile for a period of two years and to CONDESAN, the 

Technical Secretariat. The background of its constitution was presented and how the Andean 

countries have now achieved a work dynamic that is progressing towards consolidating its 

functioning structure and defining its work plan for the region. 

There is need to define a financial sustainability strategy that allows the Andean Initiative to 

implement its activities. It was suggested to review and achieve an exchange with the Alpine 

Convention and the Carpathian Convention to learn about their experiences and use their lessons 

learned for the consolidation of a scheme for the Andes. 

The support that the Andean Initiative currently has and the efforts that have been made to obtain 

funds were reviewed. 

The Mountain Partnership Secretariat in this regard, suggested that the Green Climate Fund be 

considered as a possible funding source for a regional project and mentioned that the Secretariat 

has developed a concept note for a regional project that could be further elaborated if there is a 

formal request from the Andean countries. 

Another point highlighted in this event was the importance of the Andean Initiative working with 

Mountain Partnership major group organizations in the region, as well as with research 

institutions. This will be important for achieving a broad spectrum and impact of regional actions 

and in the definition and implementation of policies aimed at the sustainable development of the 

Andean mountains. 

Additional information  

Costa Rica expressed its interest to learn more about the Andean process and the consolidation of 

this platform of collaborative work of the countries. 
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Exhibitions 
 
Two photo exhibits in the FAO Atrium opened 

on International Mountain Day and continued 

to 20 December. One showcased work by 

photographer, climber and philanthropist Jake 

Norton of MountainWorld Productions, while 

the other exhibit, “High in the Mountains” by 

the Russian Geographical Society featured 

award-winning photographs of mountains in 

Russia. 

The exhibitions were accompanied by a display 

of 14 Mountain Partnership Products – ranging 

from chamomile tea, pink rice and purple rice to golden berry jam, blueberry jam, maca Andina 

plant, silk and felt scarves, and coffee — all grown and developed in mountain regions around 

the world. The products are part of a joint initiative implemented by the Mountain Partnership 

Secretariat and Slow Food.  

Report of training workshops 
14-15 December 2017 
 
Training workshop on Mountain Green Cover Index  

Organized by FAO, the training illustrated the possible application of the Collect Earth system to 

results-based monitoring. Case studies on the assessment of the Mountain Green Cover Index 

(Sustainable Development Goal indicator 15.4.2) in agriculture, forestry and land use from past 

applications were presented in order to provide greater detail and reference. The training 

comprised a review of Collect Earth functionalities and context, hands-on assessment of case 

studies, data analysis and discussion, and possible applications for current or future projects.  

Mainstreaming Ecosystem-based Adaptation into development planning 

The two-day training session, developed by GIZ and offered in cooperation with The Mountain 

Institute and IUCN, familiarized participants with the latest international political and conceptual 

discussions on Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) mainstreaming issues and provided an 

overview of the basic steps of the EbA mainstreaming cycle. The training focused specifically on 

mountain ecosystems. More information for follow up, go to http://bit.ly/2DDU2R6 and join the 

group “Mainstreaming EbA training, Rome”.   

 

 

  

http://bit.ly/2DDU2R6
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Annex 2 

  

FAO Office for Corporate Communication outreach report 

International Mountain Day 2017 

And the Global Meeting of the Mountain Partnership 

Mountains under pressure: climate change, hunger and migration 

 
With around 100 articles detected, coverage of the IMD was not huge but with some good 

quality highlights. Major national and international news wires like Reuters, La Repubblica, 

EFE, Prensa Latina, PanaPress (Sen), Azteca (Mex), Ansa, Anadolu (Turk), WAM (UAE), IPS, 

APP (Pak) covered the story, which also appeared on some relevant news portals like: Yahoo 

Noticias, MSN, the Pan-African All Africa, the Indian Meri News, Relief Web, the Italian 

“green” portal Life Gate. Reuters and La Repubblica featured the Op-ed by FO ADG Hiroto 

Mitsugi: Mountains under pressure: climate change, hunger and migration. 

 

Selection of articles 
 

   El Confidencial    Å   ESP    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   01:15 pm 

Países montañosos buscan unir políticas de desarrollo y de cuidado ambiental 

Roma, 11 dic (EFE).- La Alianza para las Montañas, que integra a cerca de 60 países y más de 200 civiles, nterna 

hoy un plan en Romaé 

 

   Un News Center    Å   USA    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   05:28 pm 

On International Day, UN agency urges greater investment for sustainable agriculture in 
mountains 

11 December 2017 ï On International Mountain Day, the United Nations food security agency has called for greater 

focus on sustainableé 

 

   ANSA.it    Å   ITA    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   01:23 pm 

Giornata mondiale della montagna, Fao promuove alleanza ï Ambiente & Energia 

Un miliardo di persone vive sui monti, rischi per cambio clima 

 

   Yahoo! Noticias en Español    Å   USA    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   01:52 pm 

Países montañosos buscan unir políticas de desarrollo y de cuidado ambiental 

Roma, 11 dic (EFE).- La Alianza para las Montañas, que integra a cerca de 60 países y más de 200 civiles, nterna 

hoy un plan en Romaé 

 

   MSN.com    Å   USA    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   07:54 pm 

https://www.elconfidencial.com/ultima-hora-en-vivo/2017-12-11/paises-montanosos-buscan-unir-politicas-de-desarrollo-y-de-cuidado-ambiental_1389375/
http://www.prensa-latina.cu/index.php?o=rn&id=137882&SEO=acoge-fao-reunion-global-de-alianza-para-las-montanas
https://www.infosplusgabon.com/index.php/actualites/submenu-1/7717-italie-la-fao-plaide-pour-la-protection-des-montagnes
http://www.ansa.it/canale_ambiente/notizie/natura/2017/12/11/giornata-mondiale-della-montagna-fao-promuove-alleanza_68920bf3-438e-42f9-906b-ffafb411f0cf.html
http://aa.com.tr/es/mundo/fao-uno-de-cada-tres-habitantes-de-las-monta%C3%B1as-sufre-de-hambre/1001912
http://menafn.com/1096223596/UAE-Al-Hefaiyah-Mountain-Conservation-Centre-celebrates-International-Mountain-Day
http://www.ipsnews.net/2017/12/global-initiative-relieve-pressure-mountains/
http://www.app.com.pk/un-urges-greater-investment-for-sustainable-agriculture-in-mountains/
https://news.trust.org/item/20171210193914-06kmq
http://www.elconfidencial.com/
https://app.meltwater.com/mwTransition/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elconfidencial.com%2Fultima-hora-en-vivo%2F2017-12-11%2Fpaises-montanosos-buscan-unir-politicas-de-desarrollo-y-de-cuidado-ambiental_1389375%2F&uId=56f276cc904d4d236ed6f7f3&cId=55bb30d91316568395be682f&dId=UzSNquHbefwpAIiFxFbxlsxRFwk&op=open&sentiment=N&isHosted=false&id=&name=&type=&transitionToken=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzUxMiJ9.eyJob3N0bmFtZSI6Ind3dy5lbGNvbmZpZGVuY2lhbC5jb20ifQ.wc5Wznlzgy8AJGzeKskZSClxGOdWgZ_SARZlT1yG1V0-4YMYqjurvOkbSWwijOwsUrMjvAuFT4HZLKHjjai_Ug&s=email-share
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óMountains under Pressure: climate, hunger, migrationô is focus of 15th annual 
International Mountain Day 

The 2017 theme of International Mountain Day, ñMountains under Pressure: climate, hunger, migration,ò invites 

people from around theé 

 

   Agencia Anadolu    Å   TUR    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   10:24 pm 

FAO: ñUno de cada tres habitantes de las monta¶as sufre de hambreò 

Más del 90% de las personas en el mundo que viven en las montañas viven en países en desarrollo. Y un tercio de 

esta población esé 

 

   ReliefWeb    Å   USA    Å    Dec 12, 2017   Å   05:41 pm 

Global Initiative to Relieve Pressure on Mountains 

By Becky Heeley ROME, Dec 12 2017 (IPS) ï International Mountain Day and the Mountain Partnershipôs 15th 

anniversary coincided oné 

 

   Thomson Reuters Foundation News    Å   GBR    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   09:44 am 

Mountains Under Pressure: climate change, hunger and migration 

* Any views expressed in this article are those of the author and not of Thomson Reuters Foundation. Is there 

anything more solidé 

  

   Hoy.es    Å   ESP    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   01:18 pm 

Países montañosos buscan unir políticas de desarrollo y de cuidado ambiental 

Roma, 11 dic (EFE).- La Alianza para las Montañas, que integra a cerca de 60 países y más de 200 civiles, nterna 

hoy un plan en Romaé  

 

   La Razón    Å   BOL    Å    Dec 12, 2017   Å   05:12 am 

Montañas, agua y alimentos 

Los agricultores de montaña suelen recibir solo una pequeña fracción del precio final de sus productos. 

 

   Scoop    Å   NZL    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   08:28 pm 

UN Urges Greater Investment for Sustainable Agriculture 

On International Day, UN Agency Urges Greater Investment for Sustainable Agriculture in Mountains 11 December 

2017 ï On Internationalé 

 

   Financial Tribune Daily    Å   USA    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   09:54 pm 

World Observes Mountain Day 

International Mountain Day 2017 was observed globally on Monday under the theme of ñMountains Under Pressure: 

Climate, Hunger,é 

 

   ElPeriódico de Guatemala    Å   GTM    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   07:11 am 

Día Internacional de las Montañas 

Opinión 

 

   All Africa.com    Å   ZAF    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   06:41 pm 
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Afrique: Gouvernements et société civile intensifient leur assistance aux montagnards 
confrontés au changement climatique et à la faim 

A lôoccasion de la Journée nternational de la montagne, près de 60 pays et plus de 200 organisations de la société 

civile se sonté 

 

   Prensa Latina    Å   CUB    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   09:33 pm 

Acuerdan en Roma fortalecer resiliencia de poblados montañosos 

Roma, 11 dic (PL) La Alianza para las Montañas se comprometió hoy durante su quinta nterna mundial a fortalecer 

la resiliencia de losé 

 

   Meri News    Å   IND    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   02:56 pm 

International Mountain Day being marked with theme Mountains under pressure: climate, 
hunger and migration 
ñAlmost one billion people live in mountain areas, and over half the human population depends on mountains for 

water, food and cleané 

   Inter Press Service    Å   ITA    Å    Dec 12, 2017   Å   11:18 am 

Global Initiative to Relieve Pressure on Mountains 

IPS) ï International Mountain Day and the Mountain Partnershipôs 15th anniversary coincided on December 11, 

kicking off a three-dayé 

 

   Elmundo.cr    Å   CRI    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   06:34 pm 

Gobiernos y sociedad civil refuerzan su apoyo a los pobladores de las montañas frente 
al cambio climático 

Compartir en Facebook Comparte Compartir en Twitter Tweet Compartir en Google Plus Comparte Compartir en 

Whatsapp Comparte Enviaré 

 

   WAM ï Emirates News Agency    Å   ARE    Å    Dec 12, 2017   Å   12:25 pm 

Al Hefaiyah Mountain Conservation Centre celebrates International Mountain Day 

SHARJAH, 12th December, 2017 (WAM) ï Al Hefaiyah Mountain Conservation Centre in Kalba, an affiliate of 

Sharjahôs Environment andé 

 

   Alpin.de    Å   DEU    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   08 :48 am 

11. Dezember: Internationaler Tag der Berge 

Der Tag soll ein Bewusstsein für die Bedeutung und Probleme der Berglandschaften schaffen. 

 

   Associate Press Of Pakistan    Å   PAK    Å    Dec 12, 2017   Å   06:01 pm 

UN urges greater investment for sustainable agriculture in mountains 

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 12 (APP):The United Nations food security agency has called for greater focus on 

sustainable agriculture in highlandé 

 

   The New Nation    Å   BGD    Å    Dec 13, 2017   Å   09:32 pm 

Global initiative to relieve pressure on mountains 

Becky Heeley : International Mountain Day and the Mountain Partnershipôs 15th anniversary coincided on December 

11, kicking off aé 
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   The Sangai Express    Å   IND    Å    Dec 12, 2017   Å   06:30 am 

Letôs preserve mountains to combat climate change 

Ranjan K Baruah Hills and mountains are important for all living being directly or indirectly as we get most of the 

resources fromé 

   Radio de las Naciones Unidas ï UN Multimedia    Å   USA    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   04:28 pm 

El mundo se compromete a promover el desarrollo sostenible en las montañas, en su día 
internacional 

Unos 60 países y más de 200 organizaciones de la sociedad civil se comprometieron este lunes en el Día 

Internacional de las Montañas,é 

 

   Zilient Org    Å   USA    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   11:17 am 

Mountains under pressure: climate change, hunger and migration 

* Any views expressed in this article are those of the author and not of the partner organisations producing zilient.org. 

Is thereé 

  

   The New Nation    Å   BGD    Å    Dec 13, 2017   Å   07:03 pm 

Global initiative to relieve pressure on mountains 

International Mountain Day and the Mountain Partnershipôs 15th anniversary coincided on December 11, kicking off a 

three-day Mountainé 

 

   Azteca.digital    Å   USA    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   10:09 am 

Países se comprometen a fortalecer resiliencia de pobladores de montañas 

Roma, 11 Dic.- Cerca de 60 países y más de 200 organizaciones de la sociedad civil se comprometieron hoy a 

fortalecer la resiliencia deé 

 

   FoodIndustryMag    Å   USA    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   03:17 am 

#MountainsMatter video contest winners capture beauty of mountains, sorrow of 
displacement 

Nurlan Anarbaev of Kyrgyzstan and Jaya Setiawan Gulo of Indonesia are the 2017 winners of the International 

Mountain Day #MountainsMatteré 

 

   20minutos.com.mx    Å   MEX    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   07:56 pm 

Suman esfuerzos para fortalecer agricultura en las montañas 

Cerca de 60 países y más de 200 organizaciones de la sociedad civil se comprometieron a fortalecer la resiliencia de 

los pobladores deé 

 

   LifeGate    Å   ITA    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   06:14 pm 

Le montagne devono tornare al centro della lotta ai cambiamenti climatici ï LifeGate 

Dove sono finite le montagne? Perché nessuno le nomina quando si parla di contrasto ai cambiamenti climatici? 

Nella giornataé 

 

   Infos Plus Gabon    Å   GAB    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   07 :21 pm 

Italie : La FAO plaide pour la protection des montagnes 
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Rome, Italie, 11 décembre (Infosplusgabon) ï Alors que la communauté nternational célèbre la Journée nternational 

de la montagne, ceé 

 

 

   The Middle East North Africa Financial Network    Å   JOR    Å    Dec 12, 2017   Å   06:59 am 

UAE- Al Hefaiyah Mountain Conservation Centre celebrates International Mountain Day 

(MENAFN ï Emirates News Agency (WAM)) SHARJAH, 12th December, 2017 (WAM) ï Al Hefaiyah Mountain 

Conservation Centre in Kalba, ané 

 

   Global Issues    Å   GBR    Å    Dec 12, 2017   Å   05:10 pm 

Global Initiative to Relieve Pressure on Mountains 

ROME, Dec 12 (IPS) ï International Mountain Day and the Mountain Partnershipôs 15th anniversary coincided on 

December 11, kicking off aé 

 

   Radio Habana Cuba    Å   CUB    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   10:31 am 

En Roma acuerdan fortalecer resiliencia de poblados montañosos 

La Habana, 11 dic (RHC) Un nternatio a fortalecer la resiliencia de los pobladores serranos para enfrentar el cambio 

climático, elé 

 

   Afropages    Å   FRA    Å    Dec 11, 2017   Å   03:21 pm 

Italie : La FAO plaide pour la protection des montagnes 
Rome, Italie (PANA) ï Alors que la communauté nternational célèbre la Journée nternational de la montagne, ce 

lundi, lôOrganisationé 

 

 

UN News Centre http://www.un.org/apps/news/printnews.asp?nid=58263  
On International Day, UN agency urges greater investment for sustainable 
agriculture in mountains 
  
Daily Times ς Pakistan national newspaper 
Celebrating global unity for mountains 
https://dailytimes.com.pk/162496/celebrating-global-unity-mountains/ 
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Annex 3 
IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA FOR MOUNTAINS 

FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION 
 

Mountain ecosystems are under threat from climate change, land degradation and natural 
disasters, with potentially devastating and far-reaching consequences for mountain communities 
and the rest of the world. Mountains are essential to the survival of the global ecosystem as vital 
sources of water, energy, biodiversity, and agricultural products. This is why the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development explicitly recognizes their importance and vulnerability. This global 
commitment must be reflected in concrete actions, long-lasting processes and policies that 
strengthen the resilience of mountain peoples and environments and ensure that “nobody is left 
behind” as required by the 2030 Agenda.  
 
Framework for Action  
 
Making reference to the 2030 Agenda, para 33, focusing on the impact of the sustainable 
management of natural resources on social and economic development and therefore the vital 
need for the conservation and sustainable use of freshwater resources, forests, mountains and 
drylands, and the protection of biodiversity, ecosystems and wildlife.  
 
Recalling Sustainable Development Goal 15 of the 2030 Agenda, which sets the need to “Protect, 
restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss”.  
 
Recalling target 15.1 of the 2030 Agenda, which explicitly mentions the need, by 2020, to ensure 
the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems 
and their services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations 
under international agreements.  
 
Recalling target 15.4 of the 2030 Agenda, which requires, by 2030, to ensure the conservation of 
mountain ecosystems, including their biodiversity, in order to enhance their capacity to provide 
benefits that are essential for sustainable development.  
 
Recalling target 6.6 of the 2030 Agenda, which requires, by 2020, to protect and restore water-
related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes.  
 
Recognizing the importance of specifically addressing challenges in mountain regions for 
accomplishing many other targets of the Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda.  
 
Recalling Chapter 13 of Agenda 21, “Managing Fragile Ecosystems; Sustainable Mountain 
Development”.  
Recalling UNGA Resolution A/RES/71/234 on “Sustainable mountain development”.  
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All of the members of the Mountain Partnership commit to increase efforts towards the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda, aiming to secure the contribution of resilient mountain 
ecosystems and communities to a sustainable world. In particular:  
 
By 2030 they pledge to:  
Á Governments: review and update their development policies, as applicable, with the aim to 
integrate appropriate strategies for “sustainable mountain development and mountain ecosystem 
conservation”;  

Á Governments, Intergovernmental organizations and donor agencies: review and update their 
international development cooperation policy, as applicable, with the aim to make “sustainable 
mountain development and mountain ecosystem conservation” an integral part of it; and  

Á Major Groups: raise awareness on the importance of sustainable mountain development and 
mountain ecosystem conservation in all relevant international conferences and summits and work 
towards the inclusion of mountain-related language in outcome documents, resolutions and 
strategies  
 
In order to support such commitment, the members of the Mountain Partnership call upon the 
Mountain Partnership Secretariat to:  
Á Report on a regular basis on the achievement of the above commitments and develop a 
methodology to analyse and monitor their long-term social, economic and environmental impacts 
at global, regional and national level;  

Á Coordinate and support the international policy advocacy process for mountains, fully engaging 
Mountain Partnership members were appropriate and necessary.  

Á Take stock, by 2025, of the impact and the results achieved, by providing recommendations to 
its members; and  

Á Increase efforts to establish a Liaison Office to support the Mountain Partnership’s efforts to 
implement the 2030 Agenda for Mountains, subject to the availability of funding in major 
mountainous regions of the world, including but not limited to: 1. North & Central America and the 
Caribbean; 2. South America; 3. Europe; 4. Asia and Pacific; 5. Sub-Saharan Africa; 6. Middle East 
and North Africa.  
 

 


