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k|fSsyg

cj}w lzsf/ Pj+ ljleGg sf/0fjz af;:yfgdf cfPsf] x|f;sf] sf/0f 
;+s6fkGg l:yltdf k'u]sf] x'Fbf xfa|]nfO{ …b'n{e jGohGt' / jg:kltx¿sf] 
cGt/f{li6«o Jofkf/;DaGwL dxf;lGwÚ (CITES) sf] cg';"rL–! df ;dfj]z ul/–
Psf] 5 . pQm cg';"rLdf ;dflji6 ePsf] sf/0f xfa|]sf] lzsf/, cf];f/k;f/ 
nufotsf sfo{x¿ lgif]w ul/Psf 5g\ . To;}u/L …/fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' 
;+/If0f P]gÚ, @)@( n] klg xfa|]nfO{ ;+/lIft jGohGt'sf] ?kdf ;+/If0f u/]sf] 5 .

;fgf] cfsf/sf] hgfj/ ePsf] sf/0f klg xfa|] rf]/Llzsf/L h:tf ck/fwsf 
36gfx¿ lbg k|ltlbg a9\b} hfg] tYo cjZoDefjL 5 . xfa|]sf] af;:yfg    
j/k/sf hgtfx?sf] hLljsf]kfh{g k|fs[lts ;|f]tsf] pkof]udf cfwfl/t 5 . 
3'dGt] kz'kfng k|0ffnL nufot, h8La'6L tyf u}/sfi7 jghGo pTkfbgx?sf] 
laqmLaf6 o; If]qsf xhf/f}F hgtfx? hLjgofkg ub}{ cfPsf 5g\ . g]kfndf              
/x]sf] s'n xfa|]sf] af;:yfgsf] &) k|ltzt af;:yfg ;+/lIft If]qaflx/ /x]sf]   
5 . ctM xfa|]sf] ;+/If0f / hLljsf]kfh{g ;'wf/sf b[li6n] cToGt} ;Dj]bgzLn 
af;:yfgx?nfO{ qmlds ?kdf :yfgLo ;d'bfox?sf] Ifdtf clej[l4 ub}{ :yfgLo 
;d'bfoåf/f ;+/If0f tyf Joj:yfkg ug'{k5{ . 

ljBfnodf cWoog ug]{ ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ ;+/If0f;DaGwL r]tgf clej[l4 u/fpg] 
p2]Zon] xfa|] ;+/If0fk|lt rf;f] /fVg] ;+3;+:yfx¿sf] k|of;df xfa|]sf] af;:yfg 
glhs /x]sf ljBfnox?df krf{÷kDKn]6 6fF:g], ljt/0f ug]{ ls|ofsnfksf 
;fy;fy} ljleGg r/0fdf xfa|] ;+/If0f;DaGwL sIff, xflh/ hjfkm, jSt[Tjsnf, 
lrqsnf h:tf k|ltof]lutfx? ;+rfng xF'b} cfPsf 5g\ . ;'g]sf] eGbf b]v]sf] 
/ k9]sf] s'/f nfdf] ;do;Dd ;Demgfdf /lx/xg] / a9L k|efjsf/L x'g] x'Fbf 
xfa|], o;sf] af;:yfg, ;+/If0f r'gf}tL tyf ;+/If0fd"ns ;Gb]znfO{ k|ltlalDet 
ug]{ lrq;lxtsf] n3'syf tof/ u/LPsf] 5 . ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ lqmoflzn agfO{ 
pgLx¿sf] g]t[Tj /  ;+nUgtfdf ;+/If0f;DaGwL r]tgf clej[l4 ;+rfng ug{ 
/ k|To]s ufpF 6f]nsf k9\g ghfGg] cleefjsx?;Dd klg ljBfyL{x?n] xfa|]       
;+/If0f;DaGwL hfgsf/L k'¥ofpg of] k'l:tsf pkof]uL x'g] ljZjf; /fv]sf 5f}+ . 
wGojfb !!

ab|L a/fn
kl/of]hgf ;+of]hs

k|s[lt ;+/If0f cleofg g]kfn, uf]s0f]{Zj/–%



dGtJo

      /dfO{nf] / cGt/lqmofTds lzIff dfkm{t h}ljs ljljwtf 
;+/If0fsf] cWoog ug{ kfpg' afnaflnsfx¿sf] nflu 
rfvnfUbf]] cg'ej x'g;S5 . o;n] afnaflnsfx¿nfO{ 
cfkm\gf :yfgLo:t/df ePsf h}ljs ljljwtfsf] lbuf] 
;+/If0fsf ;jfndf hfu¿s agfpF5 . o; kl/k|]Iodf k|s[lt 
;+/If0f cleofgsf ;b:ox?sf] k|of;df afnaflnsfsf] 
rf;f] clej[l4 ug]{ hdsf]{ ePsf] 5 . ;fy}, afnaflnsfx¿sf] jGohGt' ;+/If0f 
;DalGw l;sfO{x?n] cfkm\gf] ufpF7fpFdf /x]sf jGohGt'sf] ;+/If0f ug{ / 
cfkm\gf] ;'gf}nf] eljio :jod\ cfkm}n] lgdf{0f ug{sf nflu ;xof]uL e"ldsf v]Nb5 .

     d cfzf u5{' ls of] k'l:tsf æsyf xfa|]sf], lh1f;f 5f]/Lsf]Æ n] xfa|]     
;+/If0fsf] lbuf]kg dfq ;'lglZrt gu/L, ;+/rgfTds 9Ëaf6 ljBfyL{x¿nfO{              
pgLx¿sf] cfˆg} eljiosf] lhDd]jf/L lngsf] nflu klg w]/} g} ;xof]u ug]{5 . 
of] k'l:tsfdf ;dfj]z ul/Psf s'/fx¿ xfa|]sf af;:yfgdf /x]sf cGo lxdfnL 
hLjg k|lt klg cGt/b[li6 x'g]5g\ h;n] jGohGt' ;+/If0f sfo{qmdx¿nfO{ yk 
6]jf  k'¥ofpg] ck]Iff ul/Psf] 5 . xfdL xfa|] nufot ;du| h}ljs ljljwtfsf] 
:j:y, lbuf], bl/nf] / pHHjn eljiosf] sNkgf / ;dy{g ug{sf] nflu k|]l/t ug{ 
of] ;fdu|L ;xof]uL x'g]5 eGg] cfzf ub{5f}F .
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syf xfa|]sf], pT;'stf 5f]/Lsf]

-uf]kfn cfkm\gL 5f]/L uf}/LnfO{ lnP/ ef]nL hfh/sf]6 hfg] tof/Ldf   
5g\ . uf}/L klg b+u l5g\ . uf]kfn sDKo'6/df sfd u/L/x]sf a]nf pT;'s 
uf}/L afaf;Fu lh1fzf /fVb} _

uf}/LM afaf, o;kfnL ufpF uP/ s] s] ug]{ <
uf]kfnM o;kfnL xh'/af–xh'/cfdf e]6\g], ufpF 8'Ng], h+un 3'Dg] clg 
afaf 5f]/L eP/ xfa|]sf] af;:yfg klg 3'Dg] .

uf}/LM afaf, xh'/ vfnL xfa|] xfa|] dfq eGg'x'G5, lsg <
uf]kfnM -d':s'/fFpb}==_ 5f]/L d nfdf] ;dob]lv xfa|]nfO{ a'em\g / o;nfO{ 
s;/L hf]ufpg ;lsG5 eg]/ vf]hL ub}{ 5' / d]/f] sfd g} oxL xf] . clxn] 
ltdL, ltd|f] efO{ / dfd'h:t} dnfO{ o;sf] klg lgs} dfof nfU5 .  
uf}/LM To:tf] klg x'G5 / < xfa|]nfO{ dfof ug{kg]{ s] 5 / To:tf] <
uf]kfnM gl/;fp g===h;/L xfd|f] kl/jf/df ltdL / ltd|f] efO{ dfq 

!



xfd|f] b'O{ ;Gtfg xf}, To;/L g} xfa|] klg cfkm\gf] kl/jf/, P]n'/]8Lsf] b'O{ 
;b:odWo]sf] Ps /x]sf] s'/f xfn}sf] cWoogn] atfPsf] 5 . o;sf] k]6 
/ bfFtsf] agf}6 df;' vfg] vfnsf] /x]sf] 5 t/ of] hLj clxn] cfkm'nfO{ 
hf]ufO/xg afF;sf] 6';f dfq vfP/ afFRg yfn]]sf] 5 . km]/L of] xfd|f] b]z 
g]kfn nufot ljZjsf cGo $ b]z – ef/t, e'6fg, rLg / Dofgdf/df dfq 
kfO{G5 . TotL dfq sxfF xf] /, o;sf] ;+Vof klg lgs} sd 5 . xfa|]n] :yfg 
ljz]ifsf] kl/ro klg lbG5, o;f] x]bf{ klg of] hgfj/ Kof/f] 5, ltdL h:t} .

uf}/LM d h:t} /] < clg of] sxfF a:5 t afaf <
uf]kfnM of] xfd|f] ufpFsf] h:tf] n]sfnL lr;f] xfjfkfgL ePsf]       
7fpFdf a:5 . lgufnf] k|hflt kof{Kt /x]sf] rf}8fkft] ktem/ / w'kL 
;Nnf h:tf sf]0fwf/L jgx¿df sl/a @@)) ld6/b]lv $*)) ld6/             
prfO;Dd !) b]lv @% l8u|L ;]lN;o; tfkqmd ePsf] 7fpFdf a:g] 
x'gfn] To:tf :yfgsf] ;"rs k|f0fLsf ?kdf klg o;nfO{ lnO{G5 .
uf}/LM afaf ;fFRRfL of] s:tf] x'G5 < 7"nf] x'G5 xf] <

@



uf]kfnM -tl:a/ b]vfpFb}_ oL of] x]/, ltd|f] hLjg sfsfn] agfPsf] xfa|]sf] 
lrq, of] xfd|f] 3/lt/ kfOg] la/fn]feGbf cln 7"nf] x'G5 . o;sf] /Ë /ftf] x'g] 
xF'bf c+u|]hLdf o;nfO{ /]8 kfG8f klg elgG5 . o;sf] cfjfh yf]/} r/fsf] 
h:tf] lr/la/ – lr/la/ h:t} ;'lgG5 . o;sf] 5 j6f cf}Fnf x'G5 . 5}7f}+ cf}+nfn] 
pgLx?nfO{ ?v, lgufnf] r9\g] qmddf ;–;fgf xfFuf ;dfTg d2t ub{5 .
uf}/LM cl:tg xh'/a'jfn] lgufnf]sf] 6';fnfO{ vfg] gfp6f]6f] eGg' x'GYof] 
lg, Tof] rfFlx s] xf] lg <
uf]kfn -xfF:b}_M xf], xf], gfp6f]6f] eg]sf] lg xfa|] g} xf] . o;sf] gfdx? 
7fpF cg';f/ km/s km/s 5g\ . xfa|] kfO{g] s0ff{nLsf If]qx?df gfp6f]6f] 
eG5g\ . st} /ftf] kf08f, kF'8] s'Fbf], jfx, xf]k, xf]k/f]Skf, xf]kbf]Ëf, xfa|], 
lgufn] t st} kf]Gof] cflb gfdn] klg lrG5g\ . t/ j}1flgs gfd rflxF 
Pn'/; kmNh]G; xf], ljZje/L lrGg'kbf{ eg] oxL gfdn]] lrlgG5 .
uf}/LM afaf, of] xfa|] xfd|f] b]zdf sltj6f 5g\ lg <

#



uf]kfnM xfd|f] b]zdf o:sf] lj:t[t cWoog ev{/ ev{/ ;'? ePsf] 5 . 
kl5Nnf] Ps cWoog cg';f/ o;sf] ;ª\Vof !)^! x'g ;S5 eg]sf 5g\ . 
uf}/LM xfd|f] dfdf3/ dgfË klg lxdfnL e]u xf]Og / < ToxfF klg xfa|] 
kfOG5 t <
uf]kfnM xf] lg 5f]/L, ToxfF klg kfO{GYof] lg . xfa|] s} cWoog ug{ hfFbf 
ToxfF ltd|f] dfd';Fu d]/f] dfof a;]sf] xf] lg . t/ la8Djgf, kl5Nnf] 
cWoogn] dgfË lhNnfaf6 xfa|] nf]k ePsf] elgPsf] 5 . lgufnf] km'n]/ 
;'s]sfn] o;sf] vfgf nf]k ePsf] /}5 eGg] a'emfO{ 5 .
uf}/LM cfxf ÛÛÛ ;fFlRrs} b]Vg kfP t slt /dfO{nf] x'GYof] xf]nf x} < clg 
afaf of] x]g{ eg]/ t ljb]zL lg cfpF5g\ xf]nf x} <
uf]kfnM xf] 5f]/L, ljb]zL dfq} geP/ :jb]zL klg xfa|] x]g{ plts} 
pT;flxt x'G5g\ . xfa|]df cfwfl/t kof{ko{6gn] g]kfnsf] Onfddf          
hLljsf]kfh{gdf 6]jf klg k'¥ofpFb} cfPsf] 5 . xfdLn] cWoogsf nflu dfq 
geO{ kof{ko{6gsf] b[i6Ln] klg o;sf] ;+/If0f ug'{ dxTjk'0f{ x'G5 . n ca w]/} 

$



/ft eO;Sof] . ef]nL ;a]/} hfg'k5{ afFsL s'/f ef]nL af6f]d} u/f}Fnf . ca ;'t .

-xjfO{hxfhaf6 g]kfnu~h x'Fb} hfh/sf]6sf] sfnLdf6L;Ddsf] ofqfn] 
yfs]sL uf}/L ef]lnkN6 laxfg} cfkm\gf] afaf;Fu n]sfnL e"efudf /x]sf] 
cfkm\gf] ufpF hfg] qmddf xl/ sfsfsf] uf]7 k'lU5g\ ._

xl/ sfsfM afa' w]/} kl5 cfof} t . b'w ttfPsf] 5' . cfp lkP/ hfp .

uf]kfnM x;\ sfsf . clg b'x'gf slt 5g\ t sfsf <<

%



-uf}/L a8f] sf}t'x'tfsf;fy uf]7leq otfptf x]l5{g\ / pgsf] cfFvf 
blngdf /fv]sf] aGb'sdf k'U5 ._ 
uf}/LM afaf aGb's Û Û
xl/ sfsfM -cK7\of/f] dfGb}_ gfgL uf]7lt/ slxn]sfxLF hËnL 
hgfj/x?n] ;tfpg] u5{ . otf t e]8fafv|f, ufO{e}+;L hf]ufpg d'l:sn 
kf] 5 t Û To;}n] wkfpgnfO{ xfdL uf]7fnfx?n] aGb's /fVg] u5f}{F . 
slxn]sfFxL t To:t} kof]{ eg] efn', emf/n, 3f]/n, s:t'/L klg 9flnG5 .
uf]kfnM sfsf, clxn] t g]kfn ;/sf/n] jGohGt'af6 x'g] hf]lvd 
Go"gLs/0fsf] nflu kz' aLdf nufotsf pkfox? cl3 ;f/]sf] 5 
lg . clg /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g, @)@( / ;Í6fkGg 
jGohGt' tyf jg:kltsf] cGt/f{li6«o Jofkf/ lgoGq0f P]g, @)&# n] xfa|] 
nufotsf b'n{e jGohGt' jf ;f] sf] gd'gf ;DaGwL s;'/ ug]{nfO{ s;'/sf] 
dfqf cg';f/ kfFr jif{ b]lv kGw| jif{;Dd s}b jf kfFr nfv ?k}ofFb]lv bz 
nfv ?k}ofF;Dd hl/jfgf jf b'a}sf] Joj:yf u/]sf] 5 . kl/Pnf x} sfsf .
xl/ sfsfM P xf] / afa' < xfdL n]ssf] uf]7df a:g]nfO{ s] yfxf o:tf] 
s'/f .
uf]kfnM cF xf] lg . n sfsf 3/ k'Ug' 5 . gfg' w]/} lxF8\g ;lSbgg\ . 
cndn gu/L nfUg'k5{ .
xl/ sfsfM x'G5 afa' . kmls{bf o;f] 
k;]/ hfg' lg .

-xl/ sfsfsf] uf]7af6 cln k/ k'u]kl5_

uf}/LM afaf cl3 uf]7df b'w ttfO{/
xg' ePsf] rfFlx sf] xf] lg < s]xL af]
Ng' ePg t .
uf]kfn -b'MvL cg'xf/ agfpFb}_M xl/ 
sfsfsL >LdtL, dfof sfsL xf] . 

^



sfsf–sfsLsf] h'DNofxf ;Gtfg ePsf] lyof] . hGd]sf] Ps jif{ gx'Fb}] b'j} 
lat] .  pgLx? clxn] zf]sdf 5g\ .
uf}/LM -b'MvL xF'b}_ xfa|]sf] t To:tf] s]lx x'Fb}g xf]nf lg x} <
uf]kfnM x}g lg 5f]/L, xfa|]sf] cj:yf lg o:t} gfh's 5 . o;sf] klg 
sfsf–sfsLsf] h:t} aRrf hGd]sf] ! jif{ gx'Fb} la/fdL k/]/ dg]{ u/]sf] 
kfO{G5, cem eGg' kbf{ o;sf] cf};t lzz' d[To'–b/ cToflws x'G5 . 
ToxL eP/ klg of] k|f0fL ;Í6fkGg cj:yfdf /x]sf] 5 . 

-h+unsf] af6f]df lx8\b} ubf{ emf8Ldf s]lx gf}nf] a:t' b]v]kl5 ========_
uf}/LM afaf Ps} 7fpFdf slt w]/} Pef]sf8]f{ /}5 <
uf]kfnM xfxf, of] t xfa|]sf] u' xf] lg . lgufnf] vfg] ePsfn] lgufnf]s} 
/Ëh:tf] clg x]/ t o;sf] lardf km's]sf] / b'j} 5]plt/ r'Rrf] 5 . xfa|]sf] 
af;:yfg glhs} of] e]l6G5 . otflt/ Wofg lbOof] eg] xfa|] b]Vg ;lsG5 x} .
uf}/LM l5, l5 u' kf] xf] <
uf]kfn -xtf/ xtf/ emf]nfaf6 k~hf lgsfn]/ xftdf nufP/ Tof] u'nfO{ 
s]nfpFb}_, oL x]/, lgufnf]sf] dl;gf 6's|fx? g} b]lvG5g\ . km]/L u' eg]/ 
of] ugfpFg] lg x'Gg . u' cfnf] g} 5 . xfa|] b]lvg ;S5 clns rgfvf] 

&



eP/ lxF8 x} ca .
uf}/LM x;\ afaf . t/ s:tf] 7fpFdf b]lvg] ;+efjgf w]/} x'G5 lg <
uf]kfnM afSnf] lgufnf] ePsf], ef]hkq, u'/fF;, uf]a|]sf], l7u|]sf] ldl>t 
h+undf kfgLsf] d'xfg glhs}sf] t]l;{Psf, 9n]sf sfO{ clg em\ofp  
nfu]sf] ?vx?sf xfFufdf a;]/ lgufnf] vfO{/x]sf] a]nf e]6\g] ;+efjgf 
a9L x'G5 .
uf}/LM sfO{÷‰ofp nfu]sf] xfFufdf s;/L b]lVfG5 t <

uf]kfnM xf xf !! b]lVfG5 lg To;}n] t rgfvf] xf]p eGof . cfk'mnfO{ 
zq'af6 hf]ufpg cfk'mem}+ b]lvg] sfO{ em\ofp nfu]sf] xfFufdf a:5 .
-glhs}sf] ef]hkqsf] ?vd'lg k'u]sL pgL ;fx|} pT;'Stfk'j{s otfptf 
x]l5g\ ._

*



uf}/LM afaf oxfF lg rf/ kfFrj6f cfnf] u' 5 .
uf]kfnM xfdL cfPsf] yfxf kfP/ xUbfxUb} efUof] h:tf] 5 . d}n] 
cWoogsf qmddf k|fs[lts af;:yfgdf xfa|]] x]g{ rf/ jif{ s'g'{ k/]sf] 
lyof] . Tof] a]nfdf lg k}+ssf] bNofgfsf] h+undf xfdLn] clxn]sf] h:t} 
rf/ kfFrj6f cfnf] u'nfO{ kR5\ofpFbf xfa|]] x]g{ kfPsf lyof}+ .
-uf}/L ?vlt/ x]b}{ 6f]nfO/x]sL x'lG5g\, uf]kfnn] sNkgfdf d:t uf}/LnfO{ 
af]nfpF5g\ ._
uf]kfnM uf}/L ÛÛÛÛ uf}/L ÛÛÛÛ
-uf]kfnn] af]nfO{ /xFbf klg uf}/L xfa|]sf] sfNklgs b'lgoFfdf d:t x'lG5g\ 
._ PSsf;L,
uf}/LM afaf dnfO{ klg s:tf] xfa|]] b]Vg dg nfUof] .
uf]kfnM gfgL xfa|] b]Vg ufx|f] 5 t/ b]Vg ;lsG5 . xfa|] a:g] 

dfln+uf] jf lgufnf] emf8L / 7'nf ?vx¿sf] hyfefjL s6fg tyf kmF8fgL, 
cJojl:yt r/Lr/gsf] rfk, hyfefjL h8La'6L ;ª\sng, kf;f] tyf 
w/fk yfKg] lqmofsnfk, uf]7sf s's'/x¿sf] cfqmd0f, af;:yfgdf 
89]nf] nfUg'÷nufpg', ljsf; lgdf{0fsf lqmofsnfkx?n] o; ;'Gb/ / 

(



nHhfn' k|f0fLsf] cl:tTjdfly g} k|lts'n c;/ kl//x]sf] 5 . h;sf] 
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Story of Red Panda, A Curiosity of Daughter

(Gopal is ready to take his daughter to Jajarkot. Gauri is very happy 
about visiting her village. Curious Gauri put her curiosity with 
Gopal while he was working on his computer.)

Gauri: Dad, this time, what are we going to do in our village?

Gopal: This  time  we are  going together to meet your    
grandparents, visit villages and forests including red panda 
habitat.

Gauri: Dad, why do you often talk only about red panda?

Gopal (Smiling): My dear, I am trying to understand it and 
conducting my research on how can this species be conserved 
since very long period of time. It’s my job. Now, like you, your 
brother and mom, I have kind of emotional attachment with it 
as well.

Gauri: Is it so? What are the reasons behind loving red panda?

Gopal: Don’t be panic. Recent study reveals that there are two 
members of Ailuridae family, like you and your brother of our 
family. It belongs to Order Carnivora, meaning carnivores in diet 
due to its small gut size and canine teeth; but it survives itself 
foraging on bamboos. Alongwith Nepal, in its natural habitat, it 
is found in another four countries of the world: Bhutan, China, 
India, and Myanmar. Moreover, it is very few in number. Red 
panda, Ailurus fulgens provides identity to the place as well. 
Looking at it, I find it as adorable as you. 

Gauri: Like me ? Dad, where does it live then?

Gopal: It is considered as an indicator species of high altitude 
temperate and sub-alpine zones with mixed coniferous and 
broad leaves deciduous forests ranging between 2000 m and 
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4800 m and temperature between 10 to 25 degree Celsius.

Gauri: Dad, how does it look like? Is it big?.

Gopal (Showing Picture): Look at this picture that your uncle 
Jeevan has painted, it is a bit larger than domestic cat. It’s body 
colour is red hence, it is called red panda. Its call is similar to 
sharp tisk or tschip call of birds. It has six digits. It’s sixth digit 
is called false thumb. It helps them to cling in small branches of 
trees and bamboos while climbing.

Gauri: Our granddad used to call Nautoto to the creature foraging 
on bamboos. What is that creature then?

Gopal (Smilng): Yes, Nautoto is the same red panda. Its 
name differs with locations. It is called Nautoto in its 
habitat range in Karnali region. Likewise, it is also known as 
Punde Kundo, Wah, Hop, Hoprokpa, Nigalye Poonya. But 
Scientific name Ailurus fulgens brings uniformity in its name.

Gauri: Dad, what is the total population of red panda in our 
country?

Gopal: Detail study on this species has just begun. One of 
the previous studies has estimated its number to be 1061.

Gauri: Isn’t our maternal uncle’s house, mountainous region? 
Can we find red panda there too?

Gopal: Yeah, we used to find it there too. I fell in love with your 
mom while I was doing my research on red panda there. But 
latest study shows its local extinction from the district. It has 
been understood that mass flowering of bamboo resulted in the 
loss of its food.

Gauri: How wonderful it would be to encounter red panda in 
the wild? Dad do foreign tourists come here for red pandas?
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Gopal: Not only foreign tourists but also Nepalese are equally 
eager to observe it in wild. Red panda-based ecotourism in some 
of the eastern districts of Nepal has been aiding up in livelihood 
of people there. Hence, its conservation is equally important for 
research and livelihood as well. It’s too late. Tomorrow we have 
to move early and we will continue talking tomorrow as well. So, 
sleep now.

(A long hectic travel from Kathmandu to Nepalgunj by plane and 
Nepalgunj to Kalimati, Jajarkot made her exhausted. Next morning, 
she started her journey with her dad passing Hari uncle’s coral in 
alpine meadows on the way home.)

Hari uncle: You’ve been home after ages. Please come in. I have 
boiled milk. Drink it before leaving.

Gopal: Ok uncle. We will. Uncle, how many livestock do you 
have these days? 

(Gauri started gazing inside coral and all of sudden her eyes stuck in 
the gun kept in the beam of the coral)

Gauri: Dad!! Gun??

Hari Uncle (Feeling awkward): Pretty  lady, sometimes, wild 
animals are problematic and it’s quite difficult to protect sheep, 
goats and cattle from them. So, we herders use to keep it to 
chase them away. I sometimes use to kill Himalayan Black Beer, 
Himalayan Tahr, Ghoral and Musk deer as well.

Gopal: Uncle, now a days, Nepal Government has put forward 
different schemes like livestock insurance to reduce wildlife 
induced vulnerability and risk. Moreover, Nepal has strong legal 
provisions to control wildlife crimes particularly for protected 
priority mammals. The NPWC Act, 2029 and CITES Act 2073 
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provisions’ a fine ranging from NPR 500,000 to NPR 1,000,000, 
or an imprisonment ranging from five years to 15, or both, for 
offenders and accomplices convicted for illegal trade in red panda 
body parts. Might get prosecuted. So, leave it!

Hari Uncle: Is that so? How do we people living in high altitude 
corals know about these stuffs?

Gopal: Yeah, it is. Ok uncle we need to reach home. My daughter 
can’t walk much. So, without further delay, we need to move.

Hari Uncle: Ok. Meet up with us when you return.

(A distance moving away from Hari uncle’s coral)

Gauri: Who was she boiling milk for us?

Gopal (with sad face): Hari Uncle’s wife, Maya Aunt. They had 
twins who got killed from diseases within one year of their birth 
so they both are in grief.

Gauri (with her sad face): Will such grief happen with red panda?

Gopal: No my lady, the case is critical with it too. Like infant 
mortality in case of Hari uncle and Maya aunt, its average infant 
mortality rate is high so it is endangered.

(Walking on the way amid Jungle, Gauri saw a strange object in the 
ground and she wondered what it was.)

Gauri: Dad so much avocado at a place?

Gopal: It’s panda’s poo. As red panda eats bamboo, its spindle 
shaped moist fresh droppings tapering in either end looks green 
like bamboo. We can observe red panda here if you pay attention. 

Gauri: Yuk !! it’s poo?
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Gopal (Taking gloves out of bag and wearing it on his hands, 
he starts breaking droppings): Look here, small pieces of 
undigested bamboos are found in its droppings. Again, it 
does not produce foul smell even. Droppings are fresh. So, 
be alert, you have good chances to encounter red panda now.

Gauri: Ok dad; but; which places have high possibilities of 
observation?

Gopal: One can find red panda residing on the slanting 
tree branches covered with reddish mosses and lichens 
foraging on bamboos nearby water sources in the forests of 
Acer spp., Quercus semicarpifolia, Abies spectabilis, Juniperus 
spp., Tsuga dumosa, Betula utilis, Berberis spp., Actinidia 
strigosa, Rhododendron campanulata, Rosa sericera, Rubus 
spp, Schlleriflora spp. etc with dense bamboo understory.

Gauri: How can it be seen on tree barks covered with mosses and 
lichens?

Gopal: Hehe, you can see so I insist you to be alert!! In order 
to protect form its enemy, reddish mosses and lichens in tree 
branches can act as camouflage to red panda, so it resides on 
those branches.

(She eagerly started to search for droppings beneath a nearby Betula 
utilis.)
Gauri: Dad four five fresh droppings are here.
Gopal: Knowing our arrival here, it might have run away 
defecating. I had waited four years of my wildlife career to observe 
red pandas in its natural habitat. That time also we followed similar 
four five fresh droppings in the forests at Daliyana of Paink as of 
now and got chance to observe red panda.

(Looking at trees she is lost in her imagination. Gopal called her )
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Gopal: Gauri!!Gauri!!
(Gauri was still lost in her imagination even if Gopal was calling her)
(All of sudden)

Gauri: Dad I have extreme desire to observe red panda in wild 
right now.

Gopal: It quite hard to observe red panda but still you can. 
Different anthropogenic and natural threats like habitat loss and 
fragmentation, unmanaged grazing, haphazard Non-Timber 
Forest Products (NTFPs) collection, snares and traps, domestic 
and feral dogs attack, forest fire, infrastructure development 
activities etc. have adverse effect in in the existence of this 
charismatic animal. The numbers of red panda are decreasing due 
to direct impact of these threats. For the research and conservation 
of this endangered species, I have spent my 10-15 years so may be 
due to this, I am always curious about this species. My life would 
have complete if I am able to bring back red panda playing in 
your maternal uncle’s home area Manang from where it has been 
locally extinct.

Gauri (with beautiful smile on her face): Dad. from now as like 
you, I work for the conservation of red panda too.

Gopal: Very Good. Hope you will help me out to conserve 
red panda and let’s conserve it together, ok? We don’t even 
notice the day passing by and we already reached home.

(Gauri entered the home as pleased as punch. Lying on the 
bed, she envisaged a red panda foraging on bamboos on her 
imagination and she fell asleep with beautiful smile on her face.)
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