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On mountains, latitude's imperceptible 
changes can become altitude's striking 
transformations.   Ecology and climate 
change rapidly from balmy foothills to 
glacial heights...  Up high, biology vanishes 
to reveal a world shaped by the darker 
forces of geology and meteorology, the 
bare bones of the earth wrapped in sky.    
              ~ Rebecca Solnit 

  

Editor's Remarks    
The new US Program Director for Yellowstone to Yukon, Kim Trotter 

has just taken up duties and has just joined us. Welcome Kim. She 

operates out of Driggs, Idaho, and is the first US staff appointment 

for Y2Y. She has worked over two decades on conservation projects in 

the western USA. 

 

I believe I speak for all of us when I say that our thoughts and hearts 

went out to our colleagues, and indeed to all persons in Nepal, who 

experienced the strong earthquake of April 25.This was followed by a 

second serious quake on May 12th. As far as I know, no Network 

members were killed or injured. Ed Bernbaum was there and has been 

sending back photos of damage. ICIMOD buildings were not damaged... 

The arduous and expensive work of reconstruction is worthy of support 

through many charities and action agencies, e.g. Doctors Without 

Borders or the SEVA Foundation.  

 

Network member Ang Tshering Sherpa has also been sending photos 

and accounts of both shocks. 

 

There is good news for anyone who might be contemplating 

volunteering to become the new Editor, but who has hesitated from 

feeling inadequate connections to what is going on in Europe. Our good 

friend, colleague, and Executive Committee Member of Connectivity 

Conservation and Mountains, Patrizia Rossi, has stepped forward and 

offered to be the European collector of news and contributor. Patrizia 

is recently retired from being the long-time Director of Alpi 

Marittime NP in Italy. I cannot sing her praises too loudly or long, --it 

will have to suffice that she is a superb innovative professional with a 

dynamic personality. She was President of EUROPARC for several 

years. Such an addition makes the Editor's job very much easier. 

Now, --are there any expressions of interest? Please consider 

that the Newsletter could fold at the end of 2015 unless a new 

Editor is found! 
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Mountains Biome and 

Connectivity Conservation  
 

A new Specialist Group within WCPA has been formed (which may be of 

interest to several Network members), on Geoheritage. The President, 

Kyung Sik Woo of Korea has issued an open invitation to those working 

in this arena. It will hold its first conference in early June.  See 

Meetings. More information and an application form for membership 

may be obtained from wesleymhill@gmail.com 

 

A study group under WCPA has been formed to look at privately 

protected areas and the process of incorporating these appropriately 

in the IUCN system. This will build on a new publication (See 

Publications Section), and the UNEP-WCMC process of working these 

into the Protected Areas Data Base. Brent Mitchell is leading this 

effort. If interested: brentmitchell@qlf.org   

 

I also wish to call to your attention the new informative IUCN/WCPA 

web site that presents a series of PA "solutions" involving local 

stakeholders. www.panorama.solutions/. The first example is Mongolian 

herders in the Altai-Sayan Ecoregion. 

 

New Members 

 We send out a warm welcome to Dr.Kalliopi Stara of Ioannina 

University who has spent more than 20 years in Greece's Pindos 

Mountains studying cultural landscapes, birds, sacred forests, 

ethnobotany and people's conceptualizations about their land.  He is an 

active member of WCPA's Commission on Cultural and Spiritual Values 

of Protected Areas.  And incidentally, the website he developed for 

the Aoos River is superb:  www.ecomuseum.eu/gr/.  Note that our first 

article is on Sacred Groves in the Pindos Mountains. 

 

We also welcome Professor Ken Cline of the College of the Atlantic in 

Bar Harbor, Maine. It is located adjacent to Acadia NP with its 

Cadillac Mountain which, although a low mountain, being of high 

latitude and on coast, has alpine zone at summit. He teaches "parks and 

protected areas" and has worked in US, Chile, Turkey and India. 

 

Tom (Vernon) Gilbert that grand statesman of Biosphere Reserves 

somehow was mistakenly dropped, and we certainly welcome him back. 

(Sorry Tom.) After a long and legendary career with the US National 

Park Service, he has "retired" and is the mover and shaker of the 

International Biosphere Trust. He was instrumental in setting up the 

US BR program, and Great Smoky Mountain NP and BR in particular. 

He has worked on mountain flora and ecology on Mt Kilimanjaro. (See 

also an article on rejuvenating BRs in the USA). 

 

Joining us (also with a focus on Biosphere Reserves), is Jennifer 
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Thomsen who is a Post-Doctoral student at Stanford University. She is 

the Coordinator of the US effort to revive the BRs and has an interest 

in transboundary issues and PAs, especially with regard to tourism, 

recreation and PA management in Montana's mountains.  

The new US Program Director for Yellowstone to Yukon, Kim Trotter 

has just taken up duties and has just joined us. Welcome Kim. She 

operates out of Driggs, Idaho, and is the first USA staff appointment 

for Y2Y. She has worked over two decades on conservation projects in 

the western USA.   

 

Stephen Shackleton brings his talents to our Network, thanks to Linda 
McMillan. Steve lived in Yosemite NP as a youth, and has had a long 

career with the US National Park Service, including terms as Chief 

Ranger for Yosemite and as NPS Associate Director for visitor and 

resource protection. He has retired, and now is at the University of 

California, Merced. He is putting together an international consortium 

of educational institutions working on PAs in Nepal, Mexico, Mongolia, 

Kenya and US (See Scree and Talus). 

 

Special Note:  I remind you of the recent News Flash sent out by Linda 
McMillan regarding ALPARC.  This is possibly the most active of all 

mountain networks and they are recruiting for a Chief of International 

Projects.  This was announced in late April, but the deadline for 

applications is still ahead, --June 15.  Work is to begin August 1, 

2015.  The 20-year-old network is based in Chamberey, France and has 

been led for those many years by Guido Plassmann.  It facilitates 

cooperation and projects among 1,000 PAs in the European Alps, that 

cover as much as 25 percent of the Alpine area.  For information, 

consult www.alparc.org.  Applications can be sent to 

recruitment@alparc.org.  

 

Warning:  Contents of this issue may be somewhat biased toward items 

from the US. My apologies. In late March, I participated in the 

excellent-as-always George Wright Society Conference. I gave a paper 

on the topic of lessons learned when the sacred bumps into damaging 

development in Mt PAs. Also participated in the budding effort to 

reawaken Biosphere Reserves in the US. Received a lot of US and 

Canadian news, which I will spew out over the next few issues. But, 

let's start off with one from Greece.......  

Best wishes--Larry  
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Morne Trois Pitons NP and WH Site (Dominica) 
I have had a long-time fascination with Morne Trois 

Pitons NP and WH Site in Dominica.  This stems 

probably from my previous work with tropical cloud 

forests, since this PA has such magnificent belts of 

these valuable mountain ecosystems. These, along with 

lower tropical forests give it the richest biodiversity in 

the Lesser Antilles.  And this plus the many volcanic 

features placed this 7,000 ha MtPA on the World 

Heritage List in 1999.  It is listed by Conservation 

International as one of the World's Biodiversity Hot Spots.  The PA consists of three peaks which 

rise to 1,342 m (4,672 ft) within 5 miles of the sea.  It harbors the rare imperial Amazon and red-

necked parrots.  But it was an article about the blue-headed hummingbird in Natural History that 

drew my attention back to Morne Trois Pitons.  This species is found only here in the cloud forest 

and on the island of Martinique.  It is remarkable in that it perches often on or close to the 

ground, rather than hovering when obtaining nectar from plants. 

Sacred Groves in the Pindos Mountains 
Sacred groves such as the famous Oracles of Delphi exist in abundance in Greece. In mountain 

areas they are often protection forests, special spiritual groves, or groups of ancient veteran 

trees around chapels. The Sacred Groves of the Zagori and Konitsa Regions on the slopes of 

Mount Tymfi, Mt Grammos, Mt Smolikas and Mt Mitsikeli in the Pindos Range (Greece), being 

studied by Kalliopi Stara (see Welcome note), are being proposed for Intangible Cultural 

Heritage status (UNESCO, Greek Catalogue). This is being fostered by the WCPA Delos 

Initiative, the University of Ioannina, the Municipality of Zagori, several Greek NGOs and the 

North Pindos NP. Scientists from different disciplines studied from 2012 to 2015 the 

biodiversity value of these forests, -- which is high, but their main significance is their cultural 

value as a locally adapted exemplar of a successful historical conservation system. These groves 

have been conserved mainly through taboo, but this is weakening as older generations pass away. 

Kalliopi's vision is that these sacred natural sites be recognized as places of spiritual, ecological 

and historic value for the younger generations; and that they be given some kind of secular 

protection status. 
 
An UPDATE: The Sacred Groves of the Zagori Region on the slopes ofMount Tymfi, in the 

Pindos Range (Greece), are being nominated for Intangible Cultural Heritage status. This is being 

fostered by the WCPA Delos Initiative, several Greek NGOs and the North Pindos NP. Having 

this additional, formal mantle of recognition would not only conserve rich spiritual/ 

cultural values, but rich biodiversity. 

Field-Based Assessment of Post-Earthquake Damage to Potentially Dangerous Glacial 

Lakes in Nepal  
--contribution by Alton Byers 

Remote mountain villages from Gorkha to Sagarmatha Districts have suffered enormously from 

the 25 April, 2015 earthquake that leveled much of Kathmandu and caused thousands of deaths 

throughout the country.  Massive landslides have wiped out entire villages, rivers have been 



dammed, and the earthquake has further de-stabilized the geologic and geomorphic integrity of 

high altitude mountains, glaciers, and glacial lakes.  In particular, seismic activity can trigger the 

flooding of potentially dangerous glacial lakes by weakening the structural integrity of the end 

moraine holding back the water, in many cases millions of cubic meters of water that has 

accumulated as the glacier recedes.  It is of critical importance that post-event assessments of 

Nepal's most potentially dangerous glacial lakes be conducted as soon as possible to determine the 

damage caused by the earthquake as well as any increased threats of flooding and damage to 

downstream communities.   

Between June and August 2015, the High Mountains Adaptation Partnership (HiMAP-  

www.highmountains.org) will conduct detailed remote sensing (ongoing through USAID/NASA 

SERVIR) and field-based assessments of Nepal's most potentially dangerous glacial and landslide-

dammed lakes in partnership with Nepal's Department of Hydrology and Meteorology (DHM), 

International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), and Government of 

Nepal's Army. Following acclimatization and the detailed assessment of Imja lake (which HiMAP 

has studied intensively since 2011), the team will survey Tso Rolpa and Thulagi glacial lakes 

through a combination of foot and helicopter travel.  The final selection of lakes to assess will be 

made after consultation with DHM, ICIMOD, and the Nepal Army.  Information and data obtained 

about the lakes will be conveyed immediately by Satphone to the DHM, downstream populations, 

donor and scientific communities.  Concurrently, the team will conduct detailed surveys of other 

damage cause by the earthquake to villages located in the high mountain regions where the glacial 

lakes are located, many of which are not expected to receive any form of assistance for months 

to come.  

Ed. Note: 
Alton Byers of The Mountain Institute is Team Leader. Elizabeth Byers (botanist working on book 

for Sagarmatha NP) and son Daniel, as project photographer will go also and be on the job by the 

time you read this.  

Wildlife Viewing Problems in PAs 
Animal traffic jams in MtPAs where there are 

roads providing visitor access may often 

experience jams lasting up to one-half hour 

when iconic wildlife is sighted. There are now 

wolf jams, bison jams, owl jams and bear jams. 

Others? Yellowstone NP is famous for its bear 

jams of 10-100 cars, at a rate of more than 

1,000 each summer (see photo). PA managers 

have great concern here, because of the 

potential for injury as people leave their 

vehicles to get closer to the animals. Park policy 

in Yellowstone is for a 100 yard (90 m) distance 

between viewer and bears, but it is too 

frequently ignored, for most visitors have 

travelled long distances to see the park scenery 

and its large wildlife. How is it on the 

http://www.highmountains.org/


Grossglockner High Alpine Road in Hohe Tauern (Austria) or the road through Braulio Carrillo NP 

in Costa Rica? Or, is it not so common to see iconic wildlife in these places? Perhaps traffic 

control is a good job for summer interns or volunteers, for whatever is causing traffic congestion, 

be it only scenic photo stops. 

  

Status of U.S. MAB Program and Revival 
At the George Wright Society Meeting in March, previously mentioned, some developments 

relative to US Biosphere Reserves were initiated. The US MAB Program has been inactive for 

past 15 years. It was basically aborted by ultra-conservative politicians worried about loss of 

sovereignty to the UN.  Over the past year, 35 out of 47 existing BRs completed the UNESCO's 

required periodic review. The responses reflected existing interest of many to maintain their BR 

designation. However, UNESCO has not approved these units because of lack of officially 

designated buffer and transition zones.  

 

What's in a name?  A lot, apparently. There appears to be a lot of interest to re-engage with the 

international network which is very promising! Under the inspiring leadership of Tom Gilbert a 

group has formed, within the George Wright Society, and a dynamic coordinator has surfaced in 

the person of Jennifer Thomsen. Those interested in joining this effort, contact 

her  jthomsen@stanford.edu 

Impact of "Soft" Recreation in Mt PAs 
A recent provocative article in the New York Times states that more and more studies over the 

last 15 years have found that when we visit the great outdoors, we have much more of an effect 

than we realize. Even seemingly low-impact activities like hiking, cross-country skiing and bird-

watching often affect wildlife, from bighorn sheep to wolves, birds, amphibians and tiny 

invertebrates, and in subtle ways. Impacts from outdoor recreation and tourism are the fourth-

leading reason that species are listed by the US federal government as threatened or 

endangered, -- behind threats from non-native species, urban growth and agriculture. A 

conservation scientist at the Wildlife Conservation Society, and her colleagues found fivefold 

declines in detections of bobcats, coyotes and other midsize carnivores in protected areas in 

California that allowed quiet recreation activities like hiking, compared with protected areas that 

prohibited those activities. It is suggested that there's something about the presence of humans 

and their pets when they go on hikes that causes a bit of a 'death zone' of 100 meters on either 

side of a trail. 

 

A colleague of mine in The Nature Conservancy, Bryan McCarthy opines as follows: 

No news to me.  I manage a privately owned ranch (36,000 acres-14,570 ha) in South Eastern 
Colorado where we operate as a "dude ranch" in the summer months, I conduct archery elk hunts 
in the fall, and very little happens in the winter, as far as people are concerned. (Due to the fact 
that the upper elevation is at 14,000 feet-4,260 m)  Since we have allowed mountain biking, I have 
noticed a marked change in the habits and range of several species, including (but not limited to), 
elk, black bear, bighorn sheep, mountain lion.  They have largely abandoned areas that they had 
been utilizing for at least the two decades that I have been involved.  These abandoned areas 
closely match the few places where we now allow mountain biking.  There may possibly be a 
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correlation to vegetative or climate change, (the forest systems there range from pinyon/juniper 
at low elevation, through ponderosa pine and then engelman spruce/ lodgepole/douglas fir as the 
elevation increases toward timber line) but my "gut" is that the bikers explore into areas that 
were previously quite difficult to access by people.  There are very few "roads" on this ranch, and 
the entire acreage is subject to a Nature Conservancy conservation easement, which severely 
limits access except by foot or by horseback to much of the landscape. 

Drones in Protected Areas 
Unmanned aerial vehicles, known as drones, are controversial in the military as they are in 

PAs.  Remote-control killing, too often of mis-identified innocents, may be making more enemies 

for the USA than it eliminates by these devices.  Privacy concerns are also heating up a s small 

privately or corporately operated drones can invade our "personal space."  But let us consider here 

the issue of drones and PAs. 

 

There is no question but what they are a very useful tool to PA researchers and managers who are 

responsible for data collection in remote areas, or even surveillance of poaching in difficult to 

access areas.  They can provide for more targeted management actions, -- for instance spotting 

fence failure in Hawai'i Haleakalá NP that is meant to exclude wild pigs and goats.  Search-and-

rescue is also facilitated much more economically with drones than by sending manned helicopters 

or fixed-wing aircraft. 

 

But, there is a significant downside when private users deploy them in PAs, usually for 

photography.  As they become cheaper and easier to assemble for visitors, the instances of harm 

increase.  Last year a German tourist crashed a drone into Lake Yellowstone and a Dutch man 

crashed one in Yellowstone NPs Grand Prismatic Spring.  These, and other incidents in other PAs 

have led the US National Park Service to issue a temporary ban on public us of drones while new 

rules and regulations are being worked out.  Editor's Note:  I would like to hear whether drones 
are a problem in Mt PAs in other countries, and if so what is being done.  Thanks. 

 More on the Decline in USA Use of Mt PAs 

Peter Blignaut of South Africa was moved by last issue's note on the apparent decline in use of 

some of USA's major NPs and wildlands, and sends the following comments: 

  

Fewer people are getting into natural areas, other than site-seeing from their vehicles?  Exactly 
the same here.  For many years I was at the forefront of getting Mountain Club of South Africa 
and private climbing teams into our country mountains. These would take place over several days, 
were off-track, and involved quite a bit of exploration. This type of climbing has probably declined 
by 80 percent. People now hike for not more than a day, and close to home, and rock and sport 
climbers seldom go to the big country, -- difficult to access mountain cliffs.  We put it down to 
several factors:  the need to be electronically connected at all times for social and business 
reasons; the expense and time taken to drive to a distant destination; many people want immediate 
gratification and mountaineering is a long process (with huge rewards); people have got so attuned 
to sitting at a computer, that they become lazy.....the very thought of carrying a heavy rucksack 
into wild mountain terrain is too much to entertain; maybe some are also concerned with danger, as 



I am often asked about snakes, leopards, wildfires etc. Our Cape Fold Mountains have amazing 
biodiversity, and this is easily damaged by too much traffic, so this is not all a bad thing. 
   
Peter also points out that a switch to trail running and mountain biking has taken former back-

packers away from remoter areas of Mt PAs. 

  

IUCN World Heritage Outlook 
This Outlook is the first global assessment of all Natural WH Sites and the action needed to 

achieve excellence in their conservation. 

 

To use and participate, go to www.worldheritageoutlook.iucn.org invites Tim Badman, the IUCN 

Director of the WH Program.  There are 228 Sites with Natural Outstanding Value, 197 classed 

as "natural" and 31 as "mixed" natural and cultural.  They protect over 270 million ha (667 million 

acres) of land and sea, and this area is over 10 percent of all recorded PAs.  Ninety-six countries 

have one of more natural or mixed WH Sites.  Currently 19 of these sites are on the List of World 

Heritage in Danger.  Tim encourages Network members to go to this informative Outlook and 

share your knowledge of WH Sites. 

San Francisco Peaks and Skiing on Flagstaff's Wastewater 
I have reported previously on the progress, or lack of it, of my "passion project" to help the 

Navajo Nation and 12 other tribes protect this sacred mountain massif from the desecration of 

an expanded ski resort using urban wastewater to make artificial snow. The San Francisco Peaks 

are one of the four most sacred places to the Navajo people, a traditional boundary marker of 

their ancestral territory and a source of soil, plant and other natural resources used for 

ceremonial and traditional purposes. 

 

This past year, the Arizona Snowbowl became the world's first ski area to have skiing on 

wastewater (signs are posted to not eat the snow). Treatment does not remove a host of seriously 

harmful chemical compounds and other baddies, and this is an anathema to the tribes, particularly 

the local Navajo and Hopi. After a prolonged series of frustrating "win-one-lose-two" court  

battles based on narrow interpretations of what constitutes sacrilege and a loss of Native 

American rights, the Navajo Nation is seeking international help to protect its sacred San 

Francisco Peaks from reclaimed sewage water being used by the Arizona Snowbowl ski resort. 

 

The Navajo Nation has filed a complaint against the United States with the Inter-American 

Commission on Human Rights, alleging violations of the Navajo people's rights to practice their 

religion and culture. If heard, the complaint would be addressed by commissioners representing 

countries throughout the western hemisphere and tasked with protecting fundamental human 

rights. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights devotes special attention to populations 

historically targeted by discrimination. Although its findings are not legally binding, the 

commission's work can help sway public opinion and hopefully persuade policymakers to rethink 

their strategies. For instance, this could involve the US Forest Service cancelling their use-permit 

which they granted in 2005. The Nation's complaint, filed March 2, states that artificial 

snowmaking is "incompatible with the sacred character and ecology of the mountain." 

http://www.worldheritageoutlook.iucn.org/


The mountain is the only source of water supply not only for Flagstaff, but for the surrounding 

dryland ranching/farming activity of Native Americans and "new" Americans alike. Its orographic 

effect as the only prominent vertical feature for a huge area of plateau country should make it 

revered by all inhabitants. (See Photo) 

 

  
San Francisco Peaks-a sacred mountain massif. Photo L. Hamilton 

Huemul and the "Almost Created" Patagonia NP (Chile) 
Word from Kris and Doug Tompkins of Conservaciόn Patagόnica, founders of the future (imminent) 

Patagonia NP is that a very successful summer work season has put more finishing touches on the 

Park infrastructure. Quoting from a message from Kris:  

 

"Though we are in the final stretch of creating the park, there is still much to be done. This 

summer was filled with work on trails, campgrounds, roads, new hanging bridges, and the finishing 

touches on both the Visitors Center and the new annex to the Lodge. Since October, nearly fifty 

volunteers from nine countries came to Patagonia Park to remove old fencing, pull out innumerable 

exotic plants, dock the spring lambs, and build the park's first ñandu (the Lesser Rhea) corral for 

the new ñandu rehabilitation program. We are extremely grateful for their help."      

    

To call attention to the precarious status of an Andean deer, huemul, an annual hike along the Ruta 

de Huemul has been instituted.  On the morning of January 30th, over 100 hikers met at the 

Patagonia Park headquarters for the 28 km hike from Patagonia Park through the Tamango 

Reserve and into the neighboring town of Cochrane. Participants came from all over the Aysen 

region, and from as far as Argentina, to experience the renowned scenic hike. At the overnight 

camping spot guides prepared an asado feast for tired and hungry participants, each wearing a 

huemul T-shirt. An innovative activity.  

 

 Patagonia NP and the adjacent Tamango National Reserve host about 140 animals, --probably 10 

percent of the world's population. The park's huemul population, is constantly under threat from 

feral dogs, poachers, and declining habitat. The huemul remain a top priority for Conservaciόn 

Patagόnica's wildlife recovery team. We continue to follow progress on this amazing example of 

private philanthropy for PAs.  



Where is the Clearest Lake in the World? 
Naturally, it is in a MtPA!  The Kiwis are making the claim, with a great deal of scientific support, 

that their Blue Lake in Nelson Lakes NP (New Zealand) deserves this label.  Science teams from 

the Department of Conservation took six readings of water clarity between 2010 and 2011 and 

each time it was consistently above 70 m (230 ft) with the highest reaching of 81.4 m (267 

ft).  The water body that feeds it, through underground filtration (Lake Constance) is 35 m (115 

ft) above it and above tree line at 1,335 m (4,379 ft).   

 

 For centuries, Maori have known it as a special spiritual place, in particular the Ngati Apa ki te 

Rato, called by them Rotomairewhenua (the lake of peaceful lands), it symbolizes the life force 

that is in nature that binds the physical and spiritual worlds, and is tapu or sacred.  Though it is a 

two day hike in, the number of visitors is slowly increasing now that its fame is knows (always a 

problem with sacred sites).  Managers have posted a sign asking visitors to respect Blue Lake as a 

sacred site and not to wash body, clothes or dishes or use soap or detergents in its 

waters.  Restrictions on flying in the Park keep aircraft from landing at the Lake.  Visitor 

comments attest to the feeling of awe at seeing this blue jewel, and this engenders the respect it 

deserves. 

 

The Great Mountain Corridor 
The Great Mountain Corridor aims to create a vast unbroken ecological corridor connecting 

Portugal, the Cantabrian Mountains, the Pyrenees and the Massif Central to the Alps, and 

possibly eventually the Balkan Mountains, along which natural ecological processes are allowed to 

flow creating a landscape rich in biodiversity for the benefit of nature and humanity. This vision 

was originally conceived by Miquel Rafa of Catalonia's Territori y Paisatge, and advanced in 2005 

by a travelling workshop along the Spanish range sponsored by WCPA and Caixa Catalunya in which 

10 members of our Network participated. Currently, under the aegis of Natura 2000 of the 

European Union, and the French IUCN Committee, Jonathan Carruthers-Jones is getting some 

pilot zones established. The Great Mountain Corridor extends some 20,000 sq km (7,700 sq m) 

and represents around 5 percent of the land surface of the EU. For more information see: 

www.mountaincorridor.eu/green-infrastructure-and-natura-2000/ 

Mount Cameroon NP (Cameroon) 
It has long been recognized that establishing a PA often adversely affects local people within or 

close to the site who have traditionally been extracting floral or faunal resources as part of their 

livelihood system. This has been the case for Mount Cameroon NP (established in 2009). The last 

issue of WCPA's PARKS journal featured an article on this topic, and since we seldom get news 

http://www.mountaincorridor.eu/green-infrastructure-and-natura-2000/


from this mighty mountain (4,095 m in height) area in West Africa it seems desirable to include 

some information. 

 

This study shows that for protected areas like the Mount Cameroon National Park, which 

continue to carry a huge cost for local people, greater efforts are needed on the ground to bring 

practice in line with policy regarding treatment of local communities. Including villagers in the 

process of decision-making as Cluster Facilitators is a step in that direction. It is quite clear that 

biodiversity conservation and economic development can have compatible goals, provided efforts 

are made to take into account the needs of the local people. Integrating local people in the 

process of decision making is important if conservation is to be successful (Lotter & Clark, 2014). 

With sufficient supportive policies in place, livelihoods will be improved while protecting and 

managing biodiversity in sustainable ways.  See PARKS last issue. 

World Heritage Cultural Landscapes 
There has been much discussion in World Heritage circles of a clear definition and of clear 

standards which such areas must meet. A significant step forward was made at an International 

Meeting on Cultural Landscapes organized by the Spanish National Committee of ICOMOS in 

Madrid last December. It defined them as sites that represent a usually traditional and 

irreplaceable culture, contributing towards the preservation of the identifying traits of the 

human groups who created it.  

 

These landscapes, that have often evolved over the course of centuries, generally ensure the 

ecological balance and economic and social stability of the area in which they are located. An 

understanding of them by the scientific community must be made possible, while the community 

that actually lives there and visitors to them must be allowed to discover them and enjoy them. As 

a distinctive entity and a valuable part of our heritage they must be capable of providing an 

intelligible and educational understanding accessible to people of all ages and from all social and 

cultural backgrounds and to every region of the world. Rigorous standards have really yet to 

evolve that are comparable to Natural Sites. 

Scree and Talus  
The Alpine Network of Protected Areas (ALPARC) celebrates its 20th anniversary in 2015.  It 

attempts to link all those men and women who every day work in and manage PAs in the European 

Alps.  With headquarters in Chambery, France and under the coordinator Guido Plassmann it has, 

in my opinion been amazingly effective in its activities.  We congratulate ALPARC, and wish it a 

successful future.  Note that it is seeking a Director of International Programs (see Remarks of 
Editor) 

 

ALPARC has within it a working group on Mountain Environmental Education in Alpine Protected 

Areas.  One of the French partners in this has just adopted a new name: EDUC ALPES for the 

French Alps it is the Network for Alpine Mountain Education.  See www.educalpes.fr 

 

From the latest ALPARC Newsletter we learn that the French National Parks have just created a 

new brand. Named the "National Park Spirit", it has been created to support the economic actors 

installed on their territory. The aim of this initiative: to promote the tourism products of the 

territory which contribute to the preservation of the natural and cultural heritage of the parks. 

http://www.educalpes.fr/


Of the 10 National Parks participating 3 are in the Alps: Ecrins, Mercantour and Vanoise. 

 

The International Ecotourism Society and the Global Sustainable Tourism Council have awarded 

Ecuador the GSTC "RECOGNITION", as meeting the standards of tourism sustainability. Much of 

this occurs in Andean MtPAs of Ecuador.  

 

Yellowstone-to-Yukon (Y2Y) will be getting a new President. After two years of leadership, 

Karsten Heuer has stepped down, to engage in other wildland activities, associated with Y2Y. It 

was Karsten who hiked the entire length of Y2Y some three years ago. Acting President Wendy 
Francis will keep us informed as to the search and eventual appointment. A new Y2Y USA post has 

been established in the person of USA Program Director Kim Trotter who lives near Driggs, 

Idaho. 

 

Situated between the mountain regions of the Pamirs in Tajikistan, Pakistan and China, the 

Wakhan Corridor of Afghanistan supports a wide variety of mammal species, including Marco Polo 

sheep (argali), ibex, lynx and wolf and the rare snow leopard.  Now, the Wildlife Conservation 

Society has found what has been called "the world's least known bird species" in the corridor, as a 

breeding site.  It is the large-billed reed warbler. 

 

Both Alton Byers and John All were heavily quoted in a recent news article on the state of 

climbing on Mount Everest (Sagarmatha/Chomolungma).  The story was instigated by the one year 

anniversary of the deadly climbing disaster, --the worst in its history. Alton spoke to the 

increasing problem of waste disposal as the number of visitors increases to between 70,000 and 

100,000 yearly at the high elevation base camps.  Programs of clean up, such as instituted by Dawa 
Stevens Sherpa (previously reported here) cannot keep up with the increasing amount of human 

waste and trash.  Water supplies are being contaminated and "the place is getting covered with 

landfills creating a hazard for humans and animals."  Engineers are working on a biogas project to 

convert human waste to methane for cooking and heating.  John All's concern was the increasing 

number of avalanches and crevasses.  He nearly lost his life last year when he fell 70 feet into a 

crevasse only a month after his friend Asman Tamand Sherpa lost his life in that fateful 

avalanche.  While this is no absolute proof, it is generally thought that global warming is causing 

this increase. The earthquake of April 25 has caused a spike in avalanches and crevasses. 

 

David Manski has retired as Emeritus Protected Area Specialist from Acadia NP after a parks 

career spanning 36 years, 12 of them at Acadia. He will carry on actively with consulting work, 

including international projects. Several of you readers interacted with him at the Mountain 

Dinner at the Parks Congress. Congratulations David. 

 

The 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi are history. However, the epilogue has yet to be written. 

Major infrastructure facilities and environmental degradation continue to impact the region 

around Sochi. For the population and for nature itself, the Games are not "sustainable 

development. As with the other venues that have hosted the Winter Olympics in the past, 

whether in the Alps or elsewhere, the repercussions will remain visible and palpable for decades 

to come. In an open letter, CIPRA (International Commission for the Protection of the Alps) is 

calling on IOC President Thomas Bach to initiate a fundamental reform of the IOC as well as the 



rules and regulations governing the planning and staging of the Winter Olympics. Such a reform 

should include a return to a scale commensurate with the hosting venues and a transparent 

selection process.  The Winter Olympics must once again become Youth Olympics and a symbol of 

peace and freedom, and should not be held in the Alps. 

 

A new study published in PLUS Biology finds that annual visitation to the world's protected 

areas could be 8 billion. This would generate hundreds of billions of dollars per year according to 

the report, thus adding greater economic weight to the ecological weight in favor of more 

PAs.  Highest visitation per year was at Golden Gate National Recreation Area (USA), followed 

by Lake District NP (UK) with 13.7 million and 10.5 million respectively.  Only one MtPA made the 

top ten: Grand Canyon NP, ostensibly due to the usual distance from large urban centers and 

relative difficulty of access. 

 

One of our favorite Italian PAs, Foreste Casentinesi NP has been accepted in the European 

Wilderness Preservation System by the European Wilderness Society. Declared as a PA in 1993, 

this Apennine park has fine old growth stands of beech and silver fir. It hosts wolf, bobcat, pine 

marten, eagle and black woodpecker. It is located only an hour from Florence. My wife Linda and I 

spent several days about a decade ago, in this fine PA. 

 

An article in Biological Conservation (184:414-423) entitled "Protected Areas in Borneo may fail 

to conserve tropical forest biodiversity under climate change: points out the importance of 

altitudinal connectivity to higher, cooler environments.  Poor dispersers in particular will have 

difficulty in moving to high elevation PAs.  It recommends connectivity conservation and creation 

of forest corridors as priorities. 

 

While we do not usually include items on individual technical journal papers published by Network 

members, we make an exception in case readers are interested in a good account of possibly the 

world's exemplar of connectivity connection across borders: Y2Y. Current issue of Environmental 
Science and Policy (2015, Vol.49; pp75-84) has an excellent presentation by Charles Chester: 

Yellowstone to Yukon: Transborder conservation across a vast international landscape. 

 

I found an interesting MtPA item in Daniel Paz Barreto's fine Newsletter "Areas Protegidas y 
Guardaparques" of a significant happening in spectacular Torres del Peine NP (Chile). A young 

American couple raised a total of $20,000 to fund the erection of a suspension bridge across a 

chasm in the Park. This will facilitate both Park Ranger activity and visitor access. Another 

example of private "philanthropy" supporting MtPAs in Chile, on a modest scale. 

 

Our newest member, Steve Shackleton lets us in on plans for a new Center as follows: 

With my wonderful colleagues, I'm working on the establishment of the University of California 
Center (a "Center" being a quasi-legal entity chartered to a UC purpose) for the advancement of 
management excellence for parks and protected areas worldwide.  We're most interested in 
developing a sort of NATO for parks, along with a companion community of aligned research 
universities to support the organization.  We're okay with throwing out the rulebook (at least as 
far as we can) and to contemplate a trans-university community of practice in this regard.  We 
already have several sister UC campuses interested, and a steady, 8-year relationship with 



Clemson in South Carolina (which has a marvelous program).  We're flirting with friends at 
Stanford and Harvard at the moment in the US and universities in Mongolia, Nepal, Kenya, and 
Mexico abroad. 
Note: Steve is working with our WCPA Chair Ernesto Enkerlin at Monterrey Technical University. 

He welcomes possible collaborators. 

Some Recent Publications of Interest 
  

 Transboundary Conservation: A systematic and integrated approach. 2015.  Edited by Maja 
Vasilijevic and 6 others including Network members Kevan Zunkel, Boris Erg and Tatjana 
Rosen.  IUCN/WCPA Best Practice Protected Area Guidelines No. 23. 107 pp. This was prepared 

over a two year period by the Transboundary Conservation Specialist Group of WCPA. 33 practical 

examples. The Series Editor is Adrian Phillips. You may download the Guidelines at: 

http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/gpap_home/gpap_news/?21369/New-global-

guidance-on-transboundary-conservation   
  
How We Were Saving the World: Half a Century in the Service of International Nature 
Conservation. 2015. Memoirs of Jan Cerovsky. Academia Publishing House, Prague, Czech Republic. 

This new book, written in Czech, by one of the great elder statesmen of IUCN reviews the history 

of IUCN, in 560 pages. Born in 1930, his very long and active career included much volunteer work 

and he reveals insights on IUCN that are both laudatory and frank, -- and humorous. Jan is a Past 

Councillor and Vice President, and since 1996 an Honorary Member, and is a long time member of 

our MtPA Network. 

  

Africa Mountains Atlas. 2014. UNEP and partners including the Albertine Rift Conservation 

Society. Well worth the read, especially for those not familiar with the area. The Africa 

Mountains Atlas features 65 maps and 73 satellite images as well as some 50 graphics and 

hundreds of compelling photographs. The 'before and after' images, some of which span a three 

decade period, offer striking snapshots of local ecosystem transformation in several mountain 

ecosystems across the continent. The Atlas draws attention to Africa's "water towers", which are 

sources of water for some of Africa's major cities like Cape Town, Johannesburg, Marrakech, 

Addis Ababa, Nairobi and for many of Africa's transboundary rivers and contribute immensely to 

the total stream flow of African major rivers. For instance, an estimated 97 per cent of Cape 

Town's water supply relies on surface water from mountain catchment areas. Available 

www.na.unep.net/atlas  

  

African Mountains Status Report. 2014. Albertine Rift Conservation Society. The report is good 

resource material for planners and decision makers in Africa as it provides a good overview of 

mountain issues and a host of proposed solutions that can be adopted to address Sustainable 

Mountain Development issues in Africa. Get more at ARCOS web site http://arcosnetwork.org  

 

Becoming a Mountain: Himalayan Journeys in Search of the Sacred and the Sublime.  

2015. by Stephen Alter. A sorrowing-after-trauma pilgrimage to Nanda Devi, Bandar Punch and 

Mount Kailash that leads to solace and healing. Also to revelation of the hidden meanings and 

enduring mystery of mountains. Arcade Publishing. 288 pp.   

http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/gpap_home/gpap_news/?21369/New-global-guidance-on-transboundary-conservation
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/gpap_home/gpap_news/?21369/New-global-guidance-on-transboundary-conservation
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/gpap_home/gpap_news/?21369/New-global-guidance-on-transboundary-conservation
http://www.na.unep.net/atlas
http://arcosnetwork.org/


 www.arcadepublishing.com/becomingamountain  

  

eco.mont The Journal on Protected Mountain Areas Research and Management. This peer-

reviewed journal is published twice a year. Focused on the European Alps, but welcomes 

contributions from elsewhere. (For instance, last year it published an article by Chester, Hilty and 

Hamilton on Mountain Gloom and Mountain Glory Revisited.) It is published by the Austrian 

Academy of Sciences Press and Innsbruck University Press. The contact is Network member 

Valerie Braun. Check it out at www.oeaw.ac.at/ecomont/ 

  

The Andes: A Geographical Portrait. 2015. Axel Borsdorf and Christoph Stadel. This is the first 

book on the complete Andean Region in English. An impressive work. It has major chapters on PAs 

and on Conservation and, Development as well as Cultural Conservation. 368 pp and 476 

illustrations. Springer: Heidelberg, London, New York.  www.springerpub.com   

  

The Future of Privately Protected Areas. 2015. By Sue Stolton, Kent H. Redford and Nigel 
Dudley. IUCN/WCPA Protected Area Technical Report Series No. 1. Subtitled "Developing 

capacity for a protected planet", this publication provides guidance on applying the IUCN 

definition of a PA to privately conserved areas and recommends a definition that might lead to a 

recognized category. Gland. Available as a 

download  https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-001.pdf   

  

Protecting the Wild: Parks and Wilderness; The Foundation for Conservation. 2015. Eds. 

George Wuerthener, Eileen Crist and Tom Butler . Foundation for Deep Ecology. This fine book is 

dedicated to our colleague and friend Dave Foreman, wilderness maverick extraordinaire. It has 

chapters authored by the following Network members: Harvey Locke, Conrad Reming, Steve 
Trombulak, Gary Tabor, John Davis, Karsten Heuer, Kathleen Fitzgerald, Tom Butler and George 
Wuerthener.   Afterword by Doug Tompkins. The book is international in its scope with many 

MtPAs involved as foci. Island Press; Washington, Covelo, London. www.islandpress.org. 

  

Some Forthcoming Meetings of Interest 
  

1st International Conference on Geoheritage June 4-7, 2015. Huanjiang Hotel, Huanjiang 

County, Guangxi, China. Hosted by: IUCN WCPA Geoheritage Specialist Group (GSG) Organizers: 

The CPC Committee of Huanjiang County, The Peoples' Government of Huanjiang County, The 

Geographical Society of Guizhou Province. Contact Kyung Sik Woo wooks@kangwon.ac.kr   

  

The UNESCO World Heritage and the Role of Civil Society. June 26-27, 2015  in Bonn, 

Germany. Organized by  World Heritage Watch (Stephan Doempke).  English language. 

Representatives of NGOs, local communities and indigenous peoples will highlight the contributions 

civil society has made to the safeguarding of the world heritage, Recommendations will go to the 

Bonn meeting of the World Heritage Committee which takes place afterward. Program on the 

website:  

http://www.world-heritage-watch.org/index.php/en/conference-program   

IX Congreso sobre Áreas Protegidas. July 6-10, 2015. Habana, Cuba. Contact Maria Antonia 

Castaneiramary@snap.cu. This has become a tradition for PAs in Latin America. 

http://www.arcadepublishing.com/becomingamountain
http://www.oeaw.ac.at/ecomont/
http://www.springerpub.com/
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-001.pdf
http://www.islandpress.org/
mailto:wooks@kangwon.ac.kr
http://www.world-heritage-watch.org/index.php/en/conference-program
mailto:mary@snap.cu


  

Management of Protected Areas Program. Master of Science at Klagenfurt University begins 

September 8. Some places are still available, but applications due June 30.This program 

emphasizes Mt Pas, such as Hohe Tauern (Austria) and Triglav (Slovenia) and the University itself 

is in a mountainous area of Austria, which are reasons why we list it herein. Michael Jungmeier is 

Director.  http://mpa.e-c-o.at/home 

  

Planning and Managing Tourism in Protected Areas. September 11-26, 2015. Another in the 

mobile seminars of note, offered by Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Center for Protected 

Area Management, that visits and studies several MtPAs. Limited to 18-24 participants. 

Application deadline was May 1, 2015. Course coordinators are Jim Barborak and Ryan Finchum, 

with Steve McCool also playing a role. Information and applications at 

www.warnercenter.colo.sate.edu/cpamt-tourism-course   

  

Mountains of Our Future Earth. October 4-8, 2015. Perth, Scotland. This is the 3rd Mountain 

Research Conference, organized by the Mountain Studies Centre of the University of Highlands 

and Islands (Martin Price), The Mountain Research Institute and the Global Mountain Biodiversity 

Assessment (Eva Spehn). 

www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/specialistcentres/ams/conferences/perth2015/pages/default.aspx 

  

8th World Ranger Congress. May 21-27, 2016 in Estes Park, Colorado (just outside Rocky 

Mountain NP). This is an early warning. Website should be up by the time you receive this notice. 

Internationalrangers.org/about/world-ranger-congress/  

  

IUCN World Conservation Congress. September 1-10, 2016. Hawai'i Convention Center, Honolulu, 

Hawai'i. Another big event coming up, hosted for the first time in USA. Remember, -- these small 

islands boast 8 NPs, 2 World Heritage Sites, a Marine National Monument, and a Biosphere 

Reserve. Watch for details as they develop. 

  

Useful Links  Results of the 6th World Parks Congress -- http://www.worldparkscongress.org/ 
UPDATE Archive: More recent editions are posted on our website: 

http://protectmountains.org/mtnpa-update/  
Earlier editions are hosted by The Mountain Forum:   
http://www.mtnforum.org/rs/ol/periodicals.cfm?periodid=30   
IUCN-WCPA Mountains Biome website: http://ProtectMountains.org/   
IUCN-WCPA Connectivity Theme website:   
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/wcpa/wcpa_what/wcpa_conservingsd/   
Connectivity Conservation website:  
http://connectivityconservation.org/        
Protected Area Book website: http://protectedareabook.org/    

 

 

Linda McMillan 
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http://protectmountains.org/mtnpa-update/
http://www.mtnforum.org/rs/ol/periodicals.cfm?periodid=30
http://protectmountains.org/
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Deputy Vice-Chairman, Communications  

WCPA Mountains and Connectivity Conservation 

Production Editor of  

Mountain Protected Areas UPDATE 
News Flash the Mountains Biome Blog 
and the Protected Area Book website   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
The Protected Planet website has a valuable on-

line tool to showcase the World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA). The project uses the 'citizen 

science' approach to engage the public in gathering and improving information on protected areas. 
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